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|. DECISIONSTAKEN BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES
Decison 1/JCOP.7

Strengthening the implementation of the Convention in Africa

The Conference of the Parties,

Recognizing that the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
places priority on Africa,

Having reviewed with appreciation the comprehensive report of the Committee for the
Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) on its third session, which builds upon
the review of reports on the implementation of the Convention in Africa and the
recommendations from the three subregional workshops held in Africa and the consultations of
the Parties covered by the Regional I mplementation Annex for Africaheld in Bonn,

Aware that African country Parties continue to face considerable difficulties, notably in
accessing funding to support national undertakings to eradicate poverty and diversify livelihoods
while combating desertification, land degradation and rural poverty,

Welcoming the renewed commitment of the international community to strengthen its
support for eradicating poverty in Africa and underlining the potential of the Convention in this
regard,

Welcoming further the increased efforts made by developing country Parties to integrate
the objectives of the Convention into their overall sustainable development strategies,

Recognizing the need for effective legislative frameworks, including land tenure regimes,
in the fight against land degradation,

Capacity-building

1 Encourages African country Parties to decentralize and devolve rights and management
responsibilities in respect of natural resources to appropriate local levels through institutional
arrangements, technical and enterprise support and adequate financing mechanisms;

2. Urges African country Parties to drengthen national coordinating bodies through
budgetary and human resource support and by integrating them into the administrative structure
at an appropriate level of authority with a view to effectively influencing policy-making
processes in order to deliver coordination and mainstreaming functions,

3. Invites Parties to enhance approaches for civil society participation and to strengthen
organizational, technical and financial mechanisms and structures at field level for addressing
jointly environmental management and poverty eradication;
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4, Calls on African country Parties, with the support of international organizations, to
strengthen the capacities of Government and civil society, and to support agencies in the delivery
of services for the formulation, execution and evaluation of participatory local area development
programmes under the national action programme (NAP), including community/private/public
partnerships,

5. Encourages African country Parties to enhance and improve their national reports,
including their country profiles, as a tool to access and utilize data and information on the
implementation of the Convention;

6. Invites African country Parties to synergistically implement the three Rio conventions
and other relevant instruments;

7. Urges Parties and international organizations, with a view to developing an enabling
environment, to increase cross-sectoral coordination and partnership development for pro-poor
investments in the drylands, and to support capacity-building in a predictable and sustainable
manner in all areas relevant to the implementation of the NAPs by African country Parties,
including:

@ Policy, programme and project planning and development, as well as negotiations
skills;

(b Adaptive natural resource management;

(c) Socio-economic analysis and development;

(d) Research, monitoring and information management;

(e Analysis, documentation and dissemination of best practices; and

H Enterprise development and community/private partnerships;

Partnership building, mainstreaming, mobilization and channelling of resources for the
implementation of NAPs in Africa

8. Encourages African country Parties to reflect national budgetary allocations for rural
development and related initiatives that contribute to UNCCD activities and to indicate national
shortfalls;

9. Also encourages developed country Parties and multilateral organizations to make
information available on financial expenditures relating to the UNCCD process with information
on agencies through which support was directed,;

10. Urges developed country Parties and multilateral organizations to respond in a timely
fashion to requests from African country Parties for financial resources relating to the
implementation of the NAPs, including partnership building, mainstreaming, synergistic
activities, development of local funding initiatives and intersectoral coordination, and to back
effortsto achieve greater coherence for sustainable land management;

11. Invites Parties to systematically develop incentive frameworks linking conservation with
productivity and income in rural areas and to target local entrepreneurs,
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12. Urges the Global Mechanism (GM), together with the members of its Facilitation
Committee, to expedite resource mobilization for the implementation of NAPs and sustainable
land management;

13. Invites the Global Environment Facility (GEF) as a financial mechanism of the
Convention to provide support to developing country Parties for the implementation of NAPs
and to report to the Conference of the Parties (COP) at its eighth session in this regard;

Enabling environment for knowledge sharing and for access to appropriate technologies, know-
how and traditional knowledge

14. Invites developed country Parties and international organizations to support UNCCD
programmes in Africa in promoting sustainable land management and poverty alleviation and in
assisting the efforts of developing country Parties to disseminate and use traditional knowledge
and to upscale good practices,

15. Urges the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) to pay particular attention to
meeting the knowledge needs of African country Parties, including local communities, to combat
desertification and poverty and to manage land sustainably by applying a mixture of traditional
knowledge and modern technology, including information technology;

16. Invites the CST to consult with the GEF and its Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel
and its Implementing and Executing Agencies, to facilitate coherence and consistency in the
elaboration of a compendium of benchmarking approaches for sustainable land management, to
support the standardization of UNCCD-relevant benchmarks and to dsrengthen related
information systems and processes that should devolve to, and assist African country Parties in,
monitoring the implementation of the Convention.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 2/COP.7

Follow-up to the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development relevant to the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

The Conference of the Parties,

Underlining the potential of the Convention as a tool for meeting the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGS), in particular goal 1 (eradicate extreme poverty and hunger) and
goal 7 (ensure environmental sustainability),

Recalling decision 2/COP.6 on the outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) relevant to the UNCCD,

Having reviewed document ICCD/COP(7)/6 on the follow-up to the outcome of the
WSSD relevant to the UNCCD,

Noting with appreciation the advocacy activities relating to the outcome of the WSSD
relevant to the Convention undertaken by the Executive Secretary and his efforts to promote, and
raise awareness of, the UNCCD and its contribution to meeting the MDGs in this context, as
reflected in the Outcome of the 2005 World Summit (High-level Plenary Meeting of the 60"
session of the General Assembly) held at United Nations Headquarters in September 2005,

Recognizing the importance of the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions of the Commission
on Sustainable Development (CSD) for drengthening international awareness of and
commitment to the implementation of the Convention through their thematic focus on
agriculture, rural development, land, drought and desertification, and the need for timely and
substantive preparations for UNCCD input to this process,

1 Reiterates its call to all development partners to make use of the Convention in their
strategies to achieve the MDGs;
2. Invites Parties, the Executive Secretary and other relevant stakeholders to prepare for,

and participate in, the fourteenth and fifteenth sessions of the CSD with a view to demonstrating
that the development and promotion of new and renewable energy sources in drylands constitute
a critical sustainable development issue, access to energy and energy efficiency; and that the
implementation of UNCCD action programmes can make a significant contribution in this
context;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to include an agenda item on the preparation of the
sixteenth and seventeenth sessions of the CSD in the agenda of the eighth session of the COP,
and reguests the Executive Secretary to prepare a background paper, drawing in particular on the
outcomes of the third and fifth sessions of the CRIC, for discussion at COP §;
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4, Invites Parties and other relevant stakeholders to emphasize the desertification/poverty
nexus in their activities to celebrate the International Year of Deserts and Desertification
(I'YDD), and to increase their efforts to implement the Convention with a view to bringing
greater international attention to bear on the important linkage between land degradation,
desertification, poverty and other socio-economic aspects of land degradation;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the COP at its eighth session on the
activities carried out to implement this decision.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 3/COP.7

Follow-up to the Joint | nspection Unit report and strategy
development to foster the implementation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Welcoming the report of the Joint Inspection Unit of the United Nations System (JIU)
commissioned in decision 23/COP.6,

Noting that the report presents Parties and stakeholders with a unique opportunity to
provide strategic guidance and direction in order to foster the full and effective implementation
of the Convention,

Sressing the need for dtrategic guidance and targets in order to foster the
implementation of the Convention as stated in article 4 of the UNCCD, for the Parties to
implement their obligations under the Convention, individually or jointly, either through existing
or prospective bilateral and multilateral arrangements or a combination thereof, as appropriate,
emphasizing the need to coordinate efforts and develop a coherent long-term strategy at all
levels,

Recognizing the need for an in-depth analysis, time and process to determine the actions
required to give effect to the recommendations contained in the JIU report,

Recognizing also the need to define the process and modalities for dealing with the JU
report in order to foster the implementation of the Convention,

Recognizing furthermore the sense of urgency to commence with this process as soon as
possible,

1 Decides to establish an ad hoc intergovernmental intersessional working group with the
mandate to review the JIU report in full and, building on the results of that review and other
inputs, to develop a draft ten-year strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation
of the UNCCD by addressing, inter alia, the recommendations of the J/U report;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to provide the Parties and the working group with
comments and views on the JIU report, including his management response to the
recommendations pertaining to the secretariat contained in the report, in accordance with article
11(4)(d) of the Statute of the JU, and invites the Executive Secretary to provide additional
comments and views to further the work of the working group;

3. Calls upon the Parties to submit views and comments on the JIU report to the working
group as early as possible after the closure of COP 7, and no later than 1 March 2006;

4, Invites the Parties as well as other stakeholders to submit views and comments to the
working group to assist it in the development of the strategic plan and framework to enhance the
implementation of the UNCCD;
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5. Decides that the working group will consist of 18 members, comprising the President of
COP 7, the Chairperson of the CRIC, the Chairperson of the CST and three members from each
of the five regional groups to be nominated no later than 1 February 2006. The working group
may decide to draw upon the expertise of resource persons and institutions, as it may deem
necessary, for the fulfilment of its mandate;

6. Requests the Bureau of COP 7, by 1 February 2006, to develop terms of reference
covering the mandate and functioning of the working group, as outlined in this decision;

7. Further requests the working group to develop a work programme to implement its
mandate by 3 April 2006;

8. Requests the working group to report periodically to the Bureau of COP 7 on its activities
and on progress made, and to transmit periodic reports and other outputs to the secretariat for
posting on the UNCCD website;

9. Requests the working group to consult with Parties, as well as other stakeholders, in order
to further its work, making use of planned Convention-related meetings whenever possible;

10. Requests the Bureau of COP 7 to consider, inter alia, the following issues in further
developing the terms of reference for the working group:

@ How to enhance Parties’ capacities to integrate UNCCD objectives into regional,
subregional and national development plans and strategies,

(b How to engage the international community in setting benchmarks and defining
indicators for progress,

(c) How to make the Convention a centre of excellence in scientific and technical
knowledge and best practices;

(d) Synergies.

0] How to enhance synergies between combating desertification and land
degradation, climate change mitigation and adaptation, biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use;

(i) How to ensure that enhanced synergies contribute to fulfilment of the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and to implementation of the
MDGs, as agreed at the Millennium Summit;

(e How to improve political will and commitment to the Convention;
H How to improve the engagement and commitment of Parties to the Convention;

(9) How to ensure a better balance between the resourcing of the secretariat and the
core functions that the Parties are asking it to perform;
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(h) Resource mobilization:

() How to ensure better targeting of existing resources and how to mobilize
new resources for the implementation of the Convention;

(i) How to build capacities of affected developing country Parties to access
financial resources, especially the GEF, for funding activities to combat
desertification and land degradation;

(ii)  How to improve resourcing for activities to combat desertification and
land degradation, especially through the GEF;

11. Urges Parties to contribute on a voluntary basis either to the Supplementary Fund or in
kind to cover the cost of the activities of the working group, and authorizes the Executive
Secretary to seek contributions;

12. Directs the working group, by 1 June 2007, to complete its work and transmit its report
and the draft strategic plan and framework to COP 8 for appropriate action.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 4/COP.7

Necessary adjustments to the elaboration process and the implementation of action programmes,
including review of the enhanced implementation of the obligations of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling the provisions of the Convention related to its implementation and to the
obligations of the Parties,

Recalling also its decision 8/COP.3 regarding the Recife Initiative: Towards enhancing
the implementation of the Convention,

Further recalling decisions 8/COP.4 and 4/COP.6 regarding the implementation of the
Declaration on the commitments to enhance the implementation of the obligations of the
Convention,

Having reviewed the report of the CRIC on itsthird session, including the outcome of the
panel discussions on selected strategic areas for action, namely sustainable use and management
of rangelands, reforestation/afforestation programmes and intensification of soil conservation
programmes, and desertification monitoring and assessment; and sharing the concerns expressed
over the fate of pastoralism;

Reiterating that successful implementation of the identified strategic areas for action
mentioned in the Declaration on the commitments to enhance the implementation of the
obligations of the Convention, as contained in the annex to decision 8/COP.4, remains essential
for the achievement of the Convention goals and objectives and the continuity of the measures
undertaken to combat desertification within the framework of national sustainable development
policies;

1 Encourages affected developing country Parties and any other affected country Party that
has notified the secretariat pursuant to article 9 of the Convention to develop NAPs as a tool to
help identify investment priorities and channel resources to eradicate rural poverty and to reach
the primary users of natural resources,

2. Invites affected country Parties to continue taking necessary measures to include, as
appropriate, in their national development strategies important elements to combat
desertification, inter alia, sustainable agriculture, forest, pastoral and drylands management,
sustainable use and management of rangelands, and desertification monitoring and assessment;

3. Encourages the CST to continue efforts, with the support of the international community,
for promoting benchmarks and indicators, which should result in quantified, time-bound and
costed targets relating to combating land degradation and desertification in a long-term
perspective, and requests the GM to prepare a document on options for financing instruments,
ingtitutions and processes for international and domestic finance for financing these targets,
starting with NAPs and possible future consideration of subregional and regional action
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programmes, in collaboration with the members of its Facilitation Committee, and to report to
the COP a its eighth session;

4, Invites all Parties, relevant international organizations and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) to transmit to the secretariat no later than the end of 2006 their written
suggestions on policy options and practical measures to monitor, on a regular basis, progressin
the strategic areas of implementation with a view to outlining intermediary targetsin along-term
perspective, and further requests the secretariat to prepare a compilation document for COP §;

5. Calls upon all Parties, relevant international and non-governmental organizations,
foundations and the private sector to continue supporting efforts towards the successful
implementation of the Declaration on the commitments to enhance the implementation of the
obligations of the Convention.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 5/COP.7

Mobilization of resources for the implementation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling articles 6, 20 and 21 of the Convention,

Recalling also paragraphs 23, in particular subparagraphs 23 (a) and (b), and 24,
subparagraphs 25(a) and 56 (b), of the 2005 World Summit Outcome document,

Recalling further its decision 1/COP.6 by which it urged that resource mobilization must
be based on national and local needs and priorities and aim at NAP implementation in the
context of abroader development framework,

Acknowledging the efforts of affected developing country Parties to mainstream their
NAPs into national development frameworks such as the poverty reduction strategies in order to
channel investment for the eradication of rural poverty and to reach the end-users of natural
resources,

Recalling its decisions 5/COP.6 and 6/COP.6,

1 Emphasizes that country-driven processes, specifically the mainstreaming of NAPs into
national development strategies, will lead to the mobilization of the needed financial resourcesin
amore predictable and coordinated manner, to tackle land degradation;

2. Invites affected developing country Parties and other Parties covered by Regional
Implementation Annexes of the Convention and their multilateral partners to ensure clear
linkages with the priority-setting of NAPs to guide the implementation of these instruments and
to continue joint efforts at NAP mainstreaming with the aim of creating the best possible options
in addressing environmental sustainability, economic potential, and poverty reduction in dryland
areas and those prone to desertification;

3. Invites affected developing country Parties and other Parties covered by Regional
I mplementation Annexes of the Convention, with support from their bilateral and multilateral
partners, to effectively mainstream and implement their NAP in line with ongoing national
development initiatives and poverty eradication processes,

4, Urges developed country Parties to mainstream Convention objectives into their
development cooperation policies and programming instruments and, in consultation with
recipient countries, to coordinate their country-level support with recipient country NAPs that
have been mainstreamed into national development strategies,

5. Requests the GM to intensify its interactions with the international financial institutions
such as the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the GEF and the World Bank,
multilateral institutions, bilateral donors, NGOs and the private sector with the aim of increasing
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financial resources for UNCCD implementation, inter aia through mainstreaming of the
UNCCD objectives;

6. Acknowledges the actions undertaken by the GM to comply with the requests made in
decision 5/COP.6 on review of the policies, operational modalities and activities of the GM, and
encourages the GM to further strengthen its support to affected developing country Parties by
means of the implementation of the consolidated strategy and enhanced approach as outlined in
document ICCD/CRIC(4)/4;

7. Invites affected developing country Parties and other Parties covered by Regional
I mplementation Annexes of the Convention, with support from their bilateral and multilateral
partners, to foster the conclusion of partnership agreements for the implementation of the
Convention;

8. Invites multilateral organizations and agencies, particularly the GEF, to simplify their
procedures for access to funding in order to facilitate NAP implementation, and invites the GM
and the members of its Facilitation Committee to mobilize funds and make available information
on points of entry into processes and modalities of multilateral funding for NAP implementation.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 6/COP.7

Collaboration with the Global Environment Facility

The Conference of the Parties,
Taking note of the report by the secretariat contained in document | CCD/CRIC(4)/5,
Recalling articles 6, 20, in particular paragraph 2(b), and 21 of the Convention,

Recalling further its decision 6/COP.6 on collaboration with the GEF, by which it
accepted the GEF as a financial mechanism of the Convention,

Recognizing the complementary roles of the GEF and the GM in the implementation of
the Convention,

Recalling the GEF Council decision adopted a its June 2005 meeting, by which it
requested the CEO/Chairman of the GEF to transmit a proposed Memorandum of Understanding
to the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD for submission to the COP at its seventh session with
aview to its consideration and adoption in order to enhance collaboration between the GEF and
the UNCCD,

Having considered the aforementioned Memorandum of Understanding which is annexed
hereto,

1 Expresses its appreciation to the GEF Council for its continued support for the
implementation of the Convention and its focus on enhancing sustainable land management
policies and initiatives;

2. Decides to conclude with the Council and adopt the attached Memorandum of
Understanding as proposed by the GEF Council at its meeting in June 2005;

3. Invites the GEF and UNCCD secretariats to make appropriate arrangements to implement
the Memorandum;

4, Expresses its understanding that all eligible affected country Parties are covered by the
present Memorandum of Understanding in conformity with the Instrument for the Establishment
of the Restructured GEF,

5. Welcomes therefore the Country Pilot Partnerships of the GEF and the TerrAfrica
initiative of the World Bank as potential tools for strengthening partnership building for the
implementation of the Convention, and recommends coordination between these processes and
consideration of their expansion if found to be successful;

6. Also welcomes the “Least-Developed Countries — Small Island Developing States
Targeted Umbrella Project for Capacity Development and Mainstreaming of Sustainable Land
Management” implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the
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medium-sized project of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) on Global
Support to Facilitate the Early Development and Implementation of Land Degradation
Programmes and Projects,

7. Invites the GEF to take duly into account the relevant decisions taken by the COP when
financing activities in accordance with this Memorandum of Understanding;

8. Invites the GEF to consider supporting activities, within its mandate, undertaken in the
framework of the I'YDD (2006);

9. Invites the GEF to make financial resources available for capacity-building activities in
affected country Parties implementing the Convention and to facilitate coordination between the
GEF and UNCCD focal points at country level to enable the GEF to better respond to the needs
of the UNCCD process;

10. Invites GEF donorsto strive for a successful replenishment, where possible;

11.  Wecomes the GEF Council decision taken at its May 2003 meeting, by which it
recognized that in the framework of capacity-building projects to be funded under Operational
Programme 15 (OP 15), the elaboration of national, subregional and regional action programmes
and national reports are considered as components, and invites the GEF to implement that
decision when assisting developing country Parties;

12.  Also welcomes the GEF Council decision taken at its May 2003 meeting by which it was
agreed that in the implementation of OP 15, the process of determining incremental costs should
be made more transparent and its application more pragmatic, and invites the GEF to ensure its
appropriate application;

13. Requests the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the CEO/Chairman of the GEF in
his capacity as CEO/Chairman of a financial mechanism of the Convention to report to the COP
at its eighth session on the implementation of this decision.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Annex

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN THOSE COUNTRIES
EXPERIENCING SERIOUS DROUGHT AND/OR DESERTIFICATION,
PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA, AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
FACILITY ON ENHANCED COLLABORATION

The Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and the
CEO/Chairman of the Global Environment Facility,

Recalling Article 21 of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in
Africa (hereinafter the UNCCD) which provides that “the Conference of the Parties shall
promote the availability of financial mechanisms and shall encourage such mechanisms
to seek to maximize the availability of funding for affected developing country Parties,
particularly those in Africa, to implement the Convention”;

Recalling Article 20 (b) of the UNCCD which provides that developed country Parties,
while giving priority to affected African country Parties without neglecting affected
developing country Parties in other regions, undertake to promote the mobilization of
adequate, timely and predictable financial resources, including new and additional
funding from the Global Environment Facility of the agreed incremental costs of those
activities concerning desertification that relate to its four focal areas, in conformity with
the relevant provisions of the Instrument establishing the GEF;

Recalling the Beijing Declaration of the Second GEF Assembly that confirms that the
GEF will be available as a financial mechanism of the UNCCD pursuant to paragraph 21
of the Convention, should the Conference of the Parties so decide;

Also recalling the decision of the Second GEF Assembly to amend the Instrument for the
Establishment of the Restructured GEF to include land degradation, primarily
desertification and deforestation, as one of the six focal areas of the GEF and to include
as a function of the GEF Secretariat, coordination, on behalf of the Council, with the
Secretariat of the UNCCD;

Recalling further decision 6/COP.6 of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD at its
sixth session that accepts the GEF as a financial mechanism of the UNCCD pursuant to
article 20, paragraph 2 (b) and article 21 of the Convention and in accordance with the
GEF Instrument as amended;

Recognizing the role of the Global Mechanism of the Convention to promote actions
leading to the mobilization and channeling of substantial financial resources, including
for the transfer of technology, on a grant basis, and/or on concessional or other terms, to
affected developing country Parties, and that the Global Mechanism functions under the
authority and guidance of the Conference of the Parties and is accountable to it;
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Having consulted with the Managing Director of the Global Mechanism,

Have agreed as follows:

Definitions

For the purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding:

(@

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)

()

“Assembly” means the Assembly of the GEF as defined in the paragraph 13 of
the Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment
Facility;

“Conference of the Parties” means the Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa defined in article 22
of the Convention;

“Convention” means the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa;

“Council” means the Council of the GEF as defined in paragraphs 15 to 20 of the
Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment
Facility;

“Focal areas of the GEF’ means the focal areas provided in paragraph 2 of the
Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment
Facility;

“GEF’ means the Global Environment Facility established pursuant to the
Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment
Facility;

“GEF Instrument” means the | nstrument for the Establishment of the Restructured
Global Environment Facility as amended;

“Global Mechanism” means the Global Mechanism established in accordance
with Article 21, paragraph 4 of the Convention;

“Implementing and Executing Agencies’ means the Implementing Agencies as
defined in paragraph 22 of the GEF Instrument and Executing Agencies
benefiting from expanded opportunities pursuant to the decisions of the Council;

“Party” means Party to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa; and
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(k) “UNCCD” means the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in

Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa

Purpose

The purpose of the present Memorandum of Understanding is to enhance collaboration between
the GEF and the UNCCD.

Coherence between the UNCCD and the GEF

The coherence between the objective of the GEF Operational Programme on Sustainable Land
Management® and the objective of the UNCCD? is recognized as a basis for mutually beneficial
collaboration. This coherence of objectives will serve as a basic principle in developing policies,
strategies, programs and projects for sustainable land management.

The UNCCD Secretariat and the GEF Secretariat will collaborate on substantive matters that the
Conference of the Parties and the Council agree should be pursued to strengthen this coherence
and collaboration between the UNCCD and the GEF.

Strategies, programmes and projects concerning desertification

In formulating strategies, programs and projects for financing the agreed incremental costs of
activities concerning desertification under its focal area of land degradation or through activities
that combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in other focal areas, the GEF,
through its Secretariat and Implementing and Executing Agencies, will duly take into account
the provisions of the UNCCD and the relevant decisions of its Conference of the Parties relating
to policies, strategies and programme priorities.

Reporting

The GEF will prepare a report for information to be submitted to each regular session of the
Conference of the Parties through the UNCCD Secretariat on its strategies, programmes and
projects for financing the agreed incremental costs of activities concerning desertification. This
report will include:

! The objective of the Operational Programme on Sustainable Land Management is “to mitigate the causes and
negative impacts of land degradation on the structure and functional integrity of ecosystems through sustainable
land management practices as a contribution to improving peopl€'s livelihoods and economic well-being.”

2 The UNCCD provides in article 2, “Objective’, that “the objective of this Convention is to combat desertification
and mitigate the effects of drought in countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in
Africa, through effective action at all levels, supported by international cooperation and partnership arrangements, in
the framework of an integrated approach which is consistent with Agenda 21, with a view to contributing to the
achievement of sustainable devel opment in affected areas, “and that “achieving this objective will involve long-term
integrated strategies that focus simultaneoudly, in affected areas, on improved productivity of land, and the
rehabilitation, conservation and sustainable management of land and water resources, leading to improved living
conditionsin particular at the community level.”
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@ information on discussions within the GEF Council on GEF drategies,
programmes and projects for financing the agreed incremental costs of activities
concerning desertification;

(b) a synthesis of projects approved by the Council during the reporting period
concerning desertification with an indication of the GEF and other resources
allocated to such projects;

(c) a listing of projects approved by the Council concerning desertification, with an
indication of the cumulative financial resources allocated in the GEF to such
projects;

(d) information on GEF's experience in integrating activities to address land
degradation in other focal areas and synergies among the focal areas;

(e information on GEF replenishment agreements and the funding programmed for
land degradation;
H information on GEF monitoring and evaluation activities related to projects

concerning desertification.

The UNCCD will prepare a report for information to be submitted to the GEF Council through
the GEF Secretariat after each regular session of the Conference of the Parties, on the decisions
taken by the Parties of relevance to the GEF. The report shall contain information on discussions
within the Conference of the Parties on GEF activities for financing the agreed incremental costs
of activities concerning desertification.

Cooperation between secretariats

The UNCCD Secretariat and the GEF Secretariat will communicate and cooperate with each
other and consult on a regular basis to promote incremental cost funding from the GEF to assist
affected developing country parties to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought
pursuant to Article 20 (b) and Article 21 of the Convention.

The Secretariat of the UNCCD and the Secretariat of the GEF will consult on proposed
strategies, programmes and projects concerning desertification. In particular, the Secretariats of
the Convention and of the GEF will reciprocally consult with each other on draft texts of
documents relevant to the Convention and the GEF prior to issuing the texts of such documents
for consideration by the Conference of the Parties or the Council.

In accordance with the GEF project cycle, the UNCCD Secretariat will be invited to comment on
project proposals related to desertification under consideration for inclusion in a proposed work
programme, especially with regard to advising how such project proposals are consistent with
the Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties relating to policies, strategies
and programme priorities to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought.
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Official documentation of the GEF, including information on project activities, will be made
available on its website. Official documentation of the Convention will be made available on its
website.

Reciprocal representation

On areciprocal basis, the GEF Secretariat will be invited to attend meetings of the Conference of
the Parties and the UNCCD Secretariat will be invited to attend meetings of the Council and
Assembly.

Cooperation with the Global Mechanism

The GEF Secretariat will be invited to participate as an observer in the Facilitation Committee
meetings of the Global Mechanism.

The GEF Secretariat will inform the Facilitation Committee of project proposals concerning
desertification that have entered the GEF pipeline with a view to assisting the Global Mechanism
to identify opportunities to mobilize and channel co-financing resources for such proposed
projects.

Monitoring and evaluation

The GEF will provide the Conference of the Parties with the reports of the GEF Office of
Monitoring and Evaluation relevant to GEF activities in the area of land degradation.

Interpretation

If differences arise in the interpretation of the present Memorandum of Understanding, the
Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the CEO/Chairman of the GEF will jointly inform the
Conference of the Parties and the Council and will invite them to advise on a mutually
acceptable solution.

Entry into effect

The present Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect after consideration and
approval of thistext by the Conference of the Parties and the Council.

Amendments

Amendments to this Memorandum of Understanding may be approved by the Conference of the
Parties and the Council. Proposed amendments will be submitted jointly, for consideration and
approval by the Conference of the Parties and the Council, by the Executive Secretary of the
UNCCD and the CEO/Chairman of the GEF after consultation and agreement between them.
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Withdrawal

Either the UNCCD Secretariat or the GEF Secretariat may terminate this Memorandum of
Understanding at any time upon written notification to the other, after approval by the
Conference of the Parties or the Council, as appropriate. The withdrawal will take effect six
months after notification and will not affect the validity or duration of activities initiated before
such termination.
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Decison 7/COP.7

Additional procedures or institutional mechanisms to assist the Conference of the Parties
in reqularly reviewing the implementation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling articles 22 (@) and (b) and 26 of the Convention,

Recalling also decisions 1/COP.5 and 7/COP.6 on the consideration of additional
procedures or institutional mechanisms to assist the COP in regularly reviewing the
implementation of the Convention,

Taking note of the report by the secretariat contained in document |CCD/COP(7)/3,
Acknowl edging the outcome of the sessions of the CRIC held so far,

1 Decides to renew the mandate of the CRIC as a subsidiary body of the COP up to and
including the eighth session of the COP;

2. Decides also that the mandate and functions of the Committee as stated in paragraph 1
(b) of its terms of reference shall be subject to revision and renewal at the eighth session of the
CORP, in the light of lessons learned during the full cycle of review by the Committeg;

3. Invites Parties and relevant CRIC stakeholders, including civil society, to submit their
responses to the questions contained in document |CCD/COP(7)/3 to the secretariat no later than
six months before COP 8, and requests the secretariat to compile this information for
consideration by the Parties at COP 8§;

4, Decides further that the review of the terms of reference of the Committee, its operations
and its schedule of meetings will take place at the eighth session of the COP with a view to
making any necessary modifications, including reconsidering the modalities of the Committee as
asubsidiary body;

5. Requests the secretariat, in consultation with the Chairperson of the CRIC, to prepare the
agenda and the organization of work of the Committee at its fifth session in accordance with
decision 1/COP.5, in such a way as to maximize exchanges of best practices, experiences and
lessons learned between Parties and observers, while paying due regard to improving the cost-
effectiveness and time efficiency of its meetings.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 8/COP.7

| mproving the procedures for communication of information, as well as the quality
and format of reportsto be submitted to the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 22, paragraph 2 (a), (b), (c) and (d), as well as article 26 of the
Convention,

Recalling also its decisions 11/COP.1, 5/COP.2, 10/COP.4, 1/COP.5, 3/COP.5,
10/COP.5, 1/COP.6 and 4/COP.6,

Noting with appreciation the information provided by African and developed country
Parties, as well as by the organs, funds and programmes of the United Nations and other
intergovernmental organizations in their reports submitted to COP 7 through CRIC 3,

Awar e that the third cycle of communication of information is to be completed at COP 8,

Acknowl edging the need to streamline the reporting process under the Convention in such
a manner that it provides all stakeholders, and in particular decision-makers, with adequate and
gualitative factual information to assess progress and identify targets in attaining the objectives
of the Convention in a long-term perspective,

Recognizing the need to provide more substantive information on lessons learned
regarding achievements and constraints, on best practices and the most effective options, as well
as on assessment of the impact of approaches and actions taken and results achieved, in the
reports to be submitted by Parties and observers,

Recalling the need to strengthen the collection and accessibility of reliable, standardized
gualitative data and information, when appropriate, on the status of land degradation and
combating desertification, as well as on actions taken in implementing the Convention, in the
reports to be submitted by country Parties,

Recognizing further the need for comparable, compatible and harmonized data and
information on support provided for the implementation of the Convention in the reports to be
submitted by developed country Parties and by the organs, funds and programmes of the United
Nations and other intergovernmental organizations,

1 Decides to edsablish an ad hoc working group to improve the procedures for
communication of information, particularly at the national level, as well as the quality and
format of reports on the implementation of the Convention;

2. Decides also that the ad hoc working group shall convene Parties representatives
appointed with due attention to equitable geographical representation. No more than five
representatives, who should be experienced in reporting, shall be nominated per region. The
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Chairpersons of the CRIC and the CST, as well as a representative of the GM, shall provide
advice to the ad hoc working group;

3. Further decides that the ad hoc working group shall work primarily by electronic and
documentary means and that members should also take advantage of regional preparatory
meetings to CRIC 5 and the CRIC 5 session;

4, Decides furthermore that following CRIC 5, the ad hoc working group shall continue its
work outlined in the annex primarily by electronic/documentary means. A technical meeting of
the ad hoc working group shall be convened between CRIC 5 and COP 8, depending on the
availability of voluntary contributions, to facilitate progress and prompt completion of its work,
including atimely submission of the report of the group to COP 8 through the secretariat;

5. Requests the secretariat to facilitate the work of the ad hoc working group;

6. Wel comes the formulation and improvement of country profiles in the national reports of
affected country Parties as tools to: () monitor and assess in a participatory manner the status of
land degradation and combating desertification covering both the bio-physical and the socio-
economic parameters; (b) ensure comparability of results over the years in areas of specific
importance to the Convention; (c) strengthen preparedness and the effectiveness of measures
taken to implement the Convention; (d) enhance civil society participation in the implementation
of the Convention;

7. Invites the CST to advance progress in standardization of systems and data and
information for the monitoring and assessment of land degradation and desertification, and to
assist in establishing standardized formats for bio-physical and socio-economic indicators to be
used in the formulation of country profiles;

8. Invites developed country Parties and international organizations to develop and/or
support capacity-building activities at national level in addressing agricultural, environmental
and natural resource management in order to enhance the Parties’ capacity to monitor the
processes under the Convention, bridge the information and research gaps, collect relevant
statistics data and submit national reports in time, and promote partnerships conducive to
participatory assessment processes at al levels;

9. Also invites the GEF and other organizations that have sponsored the national reports
submitted by the country Parties of the Regional Implementation Annex for Africa to further
assist in the completion of the CRIC review cycle by providing timely support for the
formulation and submission of national reports of country Parties of other Regional
I mplementation Annexes, before the fifth session of the CRIC in 2006;

10. Further decides that the review of ways and means for improving the procedures for

communication of information, as well as the quality and format of reportsto be submitted to the

COP, will take place at COP 8, and requests the Executive Secretary to report to the COP on the
measures taken to implement this decision.

12" plenary meeting

28 October 2005



|CCD/COP(7)/16/Add.1
Page 27

Annex

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON IMPROVING
THE PROCEDURES FOR COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION, ASWELL AS
THE QUALITY AND FORMAT OF REPORTSTO BE SUBMITTED TO THE
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

Rationale
The CRIC noted that procedures for communication of information have evolved and become
increasingly complex since the Convention was adopted. Rationalization and clarification

towards the improvement of reporting procedures are therefore a priority for improving reporting
on the implementation of the Convention.

Objectives

- Provision of guidance to the COP on simplified, consistent reporting procedures and
formats for reports after the completion of the third reporting cycle;

- Clarification and standardization of terms and issues targeted in current reporting with a
view to their eventual application in the new formats of reports;

- Facilitation of a more substantive assessment of the implementation of the Convention at
national level through the review of reports by Parties and observers.

Expected results

A report shall be prepared for submission to COP 8 on the findings and recommendations for
improving the procedures for communication of information, as well as the quality and format of
reports to be submitted to the COP. This document is intended to provide information for
decision-making at COP 8. Some of the areas to be considered include:

- Proposal of a selection of simplified, consistent and efficient measurable indicators for
reporting by affected and developed country Parties,

- Clarification of the role of benchmarks and indicators in reporting;

- Clarification of the role of country profiles in national reporting and possible
improvements in their use;

- Proposal on how to integrate the best practices related to the implementation of the
identified strategic areas for action (decision 8/COP.4);

- ldentification of ways and means for facilitating assessment of the implementation of the
Convention at the national level.

Composition

The working group will be composed according to the provisions provided in operative
paragraph 2 of this decision.
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Organization of work

Phase 1

The group shall start working immediately after COP 7 using the means defined in operative
paragaph 3 of this decision, with English as the only working language. The nomination of
representatives shall be effected by 1 December 2005.

The group shall take advantage of regional preparatory meetings to CRIC 5, with the assistance
of regional coordinators who shall be nominated by their respective regional groups. It shall also,
as appropriate, take into account relevant outputs from the working group on the JIU report
including the long-term vision and strategic plan for the UNCCD and relevant work of CST.

The group members shall submit to the secretariat prior to CRIC 5 documents describing
technical issues experienced in the national reporting process, and suggestions for improvement.
The secretariat shall compile and categorize these submissions in an official document for
consideration at CRIC 5.

CRIC 5 shall consider the aforementioned document under the appropriate agenda item.
Adequate time shall be given to this agenda item for exchange of views and open discussion. The
ad hoc working group should meet in the margins of CRIC 5 to discussissuesraised at CRIC 5.

Phase 2

Following CRIC 5, the group shall take on board the relevant outcomes of CRIC 5, as presented
in the report of the CRIC on its fifth session. It shall continue its work primarily by
electronic/documentary means. A technical meeting shall be convened between CRIC 5 and
COP 8, depending on the availability of voluntary contributions, with the aim of facilitating
progress and prompt completion of the work of the group, including a timely submission of the
report of the group to CRIC 6, through the secretariat.

Output

CRIC 6 shall review the report of the CRIC on its fifth session and make further
recommendations in the form of draft decision(s) on improved format for national reporting on
the implementation of the Convention, for the consideration by COP 8.
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Decison 9/COP.7

Programme of work of the fifth session of the Committee for the Review
of the Implementation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling article 22, paragraph 2 (a), (c), (d) and (h), of the Convention,
Recalling also article 23, paragraph 2 (a), (b) and (c), and article 26 of the Convention,

Recalling further its decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the communication of
information and review of the implementation,

Recalling paragraphs 6, 7, 8 and 10 of its decision 1/COP.5 on additional procedures or
ingtitutional mechanisms to assist in the review of the implementation of the Convention, as well
as paragraphs 1 and 9 of the annex to the same decision,

1 Decides to include the following items in the agenda of the fifth session of the CRIC:

@ Review of the implementation of the Convention and of its institutional
arrangements, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2 (a) and (b), and article 26 of the Convention, as
well as decision 1/COP.5, paragraph 10;

0] Review of the reports on implementation of affected country Parties of
regions other than Africa, including on the participatory process, and on
experience gained and results achieved in the preparation and implementation of
action programmes;

(i) Review of the reports by developed country Parties on measures taken to
assist in the preparation and implementation of action programmes of affected
country Parties of regions other than Africa, including information on financial
resources they have provided, or are providing, under the Convention;

(i)  Review of information provided by relevant organs, funds and
programmes of the United Nations system, as well as other intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, on their activities in support of the
implementation of the Convention in affected country Parties of regions other
than Africa;

(b Consideration of necessary adjustments to the elaboration process and the
implementation of action programmes, including review of the enhanced implementation of the
obligations of the Convention;
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(© Review of available information regarding the mobilization and use of financial
resources and other support by multilateral agencies and institutions with a view to enhancing
their effectiveness and efficiency towards the achievement of the objectives of the Convention,
including information on the activities of the Global Environment Facility, the Global
Mechanism and its Facilitation Committee;

(d) Consideration of ways and means of promoting know-how and technology
transfer for combating desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought, as well as of
promoting experience sharing and information exchange among Parties and interested
institutions and organizations;

(e Consideration of ways and means of improving procedures for communication of
information, as well as the quality and format of reportsto be submitted to the COP;

2. Requests the secretariat to circulate in all official languages at least six weeks prior to the
fifth session of the CRIC a provisional annotated agenda and appropriate documentation for that
session, reflecting the decisions contained in paragraph 1 above.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 10/COP.7

Date and venue of the fifth session of the Committee for
the Review of the Implementation of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling article 22, paragraph 2 (a) and (c), of the Convention,

Recalling also its decisions 1/COP.5 and 7/COP.6 concerning additional procedures or
institutional mechanisms to assist in the review of the implementation of the Convention and
decision 9/COP.7 on the programme of work of the fifth session of the CRIC,

1 Accepts with gratitude the offer of the Government of Argentinato hos the fifth session
of the CRIC;

2. Decides that the fifth session of the CRIC shall be held in September 2006 for a duration
of eight working days,

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to consult with the Government of Argentina with a
view to entering into satisfactory arrangements for that Government to host the fifth session of
the Committee in Argentina and to meet the related codts.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 11/COP.7

Rationale for, modalities for, cogsinvolved in, feasibility of, possible terms of reference of,
and institutional and collaborative arrangements for the regional coordination units

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision 6/COP.5 on the consideration of the regional coordination units
(RCUs) initiative,

Recalling also decision 11/COP.6 on the need for, modalities for, costs involved in, and
the feasibility and possible terms of reference of the RCUs,

Having considered document ICCD/COP(7)/7 on rationale for, modalities for, costs
involved in, feasibility of, possible terms of reference of, and ingtitutional and collaborative
arrangements for the RCUs,

Noting the request of Central and Eastern European country Parties to explore the
possibility of the establishment of regional coordination arrangements, inter aliaan RCU,

Noting with appreciation the efforts that existing RCUs are making to assigt, inter aliain
elaborating programmes and networks in their respective regions with regard to the
implementation of regional action programmes,

Welcoming in this regard the efforts made by institutions hosting the RCUs, various
country Parties and multilateral agencies to support the activities of the RCUs,

1 Invites hosting organizations to continue supporting the running costs of the existing
RCUs;
2. Invites also the developed country Parties and multilateral agencies to continue

contributing on a voluntary basis to the Supplementary Fund for the activities of the RCUs,

3. Consders that, until this agenda item is considered by COP 8, funding for this RCUs
initiative, inter alia for the salaries of existing posts and the funds for necessary activities, shall
continue to be drawn from the Supplementary Fund;

4, Decides to establish an open-ended group to review available reports and information
received from Parties and other entities and make recommendations to COP 8 on options for
cost-effective and efficient regional coordination, and in particular on how to make the best use
of the existing RCUs and other relevant regional and subregional entities, and take a decision at
COP 8 on therole of, and institutional and budgetary arrangements relating to, the RCUs;
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5. Requests the secretariat, under the guidance of the President of the COP, to facilitate the
consultations among the members of the open-ended group by using, inter alia, the informal
opportunities arising at any meetings, in particular at the fifth session of the CRIC, and invites
Parties to contribute, on a voluntary basis, to the activities of the open-ended group.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 12/COP.7

Activities for the promotion and strengthening of relationships with other relevant conventions
and relevant international organizations, institutions and agencies

The Conference the Parties,
Having reviewed documents | CCD/COP(7)/5 and Add.1,

Recalling decisions 7/COP.5 and 12/COP.6 on the promotion and strengthening of
relationships with other relevant conventions and relevant international organizations,
institutions and agencies,

Noting the output of the Joint Liaison Group meetings on fostering synergies,

Reaffirming decision 12/COP.6, which called on the secretariat to contribute with other
partners to strengthening the capacity of low forest cover countries (LFCCs) to combat
desertification, land degradation and deforestation,

Noting the report of the Viterbo workshop “Forests and Forest Ecosystems:. Promoting
Synergy in the Implementation of the Three Rio Conventions’,

Noting also the efforts to develop synergies at national level, including through the
national synergy workshop programme and the National Capacity Self-Assessment (NCSA), the
GEF Training Workshop and other initiatives,

Noting further the efforts of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to foster cooperative
initiatives in support of the United Nations Forum on Forests,

Recognizing that the operationalization of funds for climate change adaptation offers
additional opportunities to strengthen synergies among the Rio conventions,

1 Invites Parties to review the paper prepared jointly by the secretariats of the UNCCD, the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), which is contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2004/INF.19
entitled “Options for enhanced cooperation among the three Rio Conventions’, and further
invites Parties to submit comments to the secretariat prior to the eighth session of the COP,

2. Invites the governing bodies of the UNFCCC and the CBD to take into consideration
UNCCD CORP decisions relating to synergies in their deliberations;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the secretariats of the CBD and the UNCCD for the work
undertaken in developing their Joint Work Programme on biological diversity in dry and sub-
humid lands, and encourages Parties to take the necessary measures to ensure its effective
implementation;



|CCD/COP(7)/16/Add.1
Page 35

4, Invites the Executive Secretaries of the UNCCD and the CBD to strengthen the Joint
Work Programme, including their efforts to achieve the relevant 2010 biodiversity targets, and
wel comes the attention to be given to this matter by the COP to the CBD at its eighth session to
be held in Curitiba, Brazil, in March 2006;

5. Encourages country Parties to strive for coordinated implementation of relevant
conventions;
6. Invites further efforts in capacity-building and in developing operational synergies

through national synergy workshops and GEF training workshops;

7. Encourages affected Parties to integrate sustainable land management issues within the
UNFCCC national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAS);

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to pursue consultations and closer collaboration with
other members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests and other interested organizations
with a view to fostering joint initiatives related to sustainable forest management, and invites
Parties and interested organizations to provide financial and technical support to such joint
initiatives;

9. Invites Parties and civil society, NGOs and research institutions to submit success stories
of field activities on synergies to the secretariat, and also requests the secretariat to prepare a
compilation of the submissions received and submit it to the COP at its eighth session as an
information document;

10. Further requests the secretariat to establish a web page on cooperation and synergies
among Rio conventions under the secretariat’s website, similar to those available for the
UNFCCC and the CBD?, upon availability of voluntary funding;

11.  Also encourages Parties and relevant institutions to explore opportunities to promote
sustainable forest management, including forest conservation and sustainable use of forests, as
an effective additional means of addressing relevant objectives of the three conventions,

12. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the COP at its eighth session on the

implementation of this decision.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005

! http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/cooperation_with_international_organi sations/items/2970.php
http://mww.bi odiv.org/cooperation/defaul t.shtml
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Decision 13/COP.7

Roster of independent experts

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling article 24, paragraph 2, of the Convention,

Having reviewed the roster of independent experts as revised by the secretariat in
accordance with decision 13/COP.6 based on submissions received from Parties, and the report
prepared by the secretariat contained in document |CCD/COP(7)/10,

Bearing in mind the important role played by NGOs and local communities in the
implementation of the Convention,

Noting the efforts made by the secretariat to ensure that the roster is available in
electronic form,

Noting also the recommendations of the Bureau of the CST on the roster of independent
experts,

Recalling decision 13/COP.6 inviting the CST, through its Group of Experts (GoE), fully
to utilize the rogter in carrying out the programme of work of the GoE,

1 Encourages Parties, through their national focal points, to revise and update the database
on their national experts already on the roster of independent experts, and to propose new
candidates in order to achieve better representation of all relevant disciplines, of social scientists,
of women, of NGOs, and of all individuals with expertise in the field of desertification;

2. Invites Parties that have not yet submitted nominations of experts for the roster to do <o,
viaregular diplomatic channels, no later than six months before the next session of the COP;

3. Requests the Parties to incorporate in their national report an annex with an updated list
of their experts on the roger, with their contact details, including complete postal and, if
available, e-mail address,

4, Invites Parties to actively promote the use of independent experts at the national level,

5. Invites Parties to encourage active participation of the experts on the roster in the
implementation of the thematic programme networks (TPNS);

6. Encourages all organizations, institutions and bodies that will organize events scheduled
for the 'YDD to use the knowledge and expertise of the experts on the roster of independent
experts,
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7. Requests the secretariat to establish an e-mail network for distribution among the experts
on the roster of independent experts, at appropriate times, of information on the CST and GoE
activities, the 1'YDD and progress made in the implementation of the Convention;

8. Invites the CST to evaluate progress made on revising and using the roster at its next

session.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 14/COP.7

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision 19/COP.6 on the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) and noting
that the MA has been completed,

Taking note of the presentations made by representatives of the MA as well as of the
information contained in document |CCD/COP(7)/CST/9 and the comments made by the CST at
its seventh session,

Acknowledging that the Convention could especially benefit from the MA findings in its
further consideration of benchmarks, indicators, and monitoring and assessment activities,

1 Encourages the Parties to consider the findings, conclusions and response options
contained in the “Ecosystems and Human Well-being: Desertification Synthesis’, and to make
the best possible use of them in addressing the problems of land degradation;

2. Invites the CST to take the findings of the MA into consideration in its programme of
work, inter aliain the GoE’s activities for the remainder of their term.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 15/COP.7

I mproving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Committee on Science and Technology

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling decision 15/COP.6 on improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the CST,

Recalling also decision 1/COP.6, in particular as it relates to information and
communication,

Noting with appreciation the work undertaken by the GoE in completing the tasks
assigned to it within its work programme, as contained in documents ICCD/COP(7)/CST/3,
Add.1 and Add.2,

Bearing in mind that decision 1/COP.6 invited the secretariat, with the support of relevant
ingtitutions, to provide more support for activities such as training at universities, internships and
scholarships with reference to the action programmes,

Noting the recommendations made by the Bureau of the CST on improving the efficiency
and effectiveness of the CST,

Bearing in mind decision 17/COP.5, in particular paragraphs 8 and 15 of the annex
thereto, which recognizes that the programme of work of the GoE should be pluri-annual in
nature, for a maximum of four years,

Noting that the current mandate of the GoE will come to an end before the eighth session
of the CST,

1 Requests the GoE to continue its priority activities, including the development of a
communication and information strategy (THEMANET), of a land degradation and poverty
strategy, and of benchmarks and indicators, and to submit its report to the eighth session of the
CST;

2. Decides to extend the mandate of the GoE up to the eighth session of the CST;

3. Requests the Bureau of the CST to review the functions and the work of the GoE and to
report to the CST at its eighth session;

4, Requests that members of the GoE who have not responded to letters of enquiry
regarding their commitment to participate in the GoE be replaced before the next GoE meeting;

5. Requests the Bureau of the CST to prepare revised procedures for renewal of the
membership of the GoE for consideration by the CST at its eighth session, taking into account
the recommendations of the CST review of the functions and the work of the GoE;
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6. Encourages country Parties to select a science and technology correspondent to the CST
under the coordination of the national focal point;

7. Requests the secretariat to facilitate communication linkages between the GoE and the
Bureau of the CST;
8. Invites the CST Bureau to establish a need for a specific UNCCD fellowship programme

taking account of NCSA reports and existing fellowship programmes, and to present its findings
to CST §;

9. Further requests the secretariat to report to the CST at its next session on the

implementation of this decision.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 16/COP.7

Traditional knowledge

The Conference of the Parties,
Reaffirming article 17, paragraph 1(c), and article 18, paragraph 2, of the Convention,

Recalling decision 16/COP.6, in particular on how traditional knowledge can contribute
to fulfilling the objectives of the Convention,

Bearing in mind the work carried out by the secretariat and the CST on traditional and
local knowledge, know-how and practices,

Bearing in mind also the report contained in document | CCD/COP(7)/CST/5,

Taking note of the state of progress in the Iconographic System of Traditional Knowledge
and Innovative Use (SITTI) presented during the seventh session of the CST,

1 Encourages Parties to develop initiatives on traditional knowledge in collaboration with
other ingtitutions and organizations;

2. Invites Parties to protect, promote and use traditional knowledge, involving local experts
and local communities;

3. Further invites Parties to foster integration of traditional and modern knowledge in

combating desertification.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 17/COP.7

Benchmarks and indicators

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decisions 22/COP.1, 16/COP.2, 11/COP.3, 11/COP.4, 11/COP.5 and
17/COP.6,

Noting with satisfaction the work carried out by the Parties, as well as the reports
contained in document |CCD/COP(7)/CST/6,

Mindful of the report of the CRIC on itsthird session,

Acknowl edging the need to improve the country profile as a promising tool for presenting
data on the implementation of the Convention, as recommended by the CRIC,

Bearing in mind the recommendations of the Bureau of the CST and the
recommendations of the GoE,

Noting the work of the GoE in providing assistance for the development of appropriate
benchmark and indicator systems for the monitoring and assessment of desertification,

1 Requests the secretariat, in collaboration with the relevant actors in the field, to facilitate
the assimilation and/or development of regional or country-specific benchmarks and indicators,

2. Encourages the Parties and interested organizations, including NGOs, to involve all
stakeholders in the development, where required, and in the use of benchmarks and indicators at
appropriate scales;

3. Requests the CST, through the GoE, to develop consistent and relevant guidelines on
utilizing benchmarks and indicators in the preparation of national reports and to provide
guidance on the inclusion of benchmarks and indicators in the country profile;

4, Requests the GoE to give high priority to work on benchmarks and indicators and take
into consideration all relevant initiatives, and to present the final report to the CST at its eighth
session;

5. Further requests the GoE to give special attention to participatory and integrated
approaches to benchmark and indicator systems for the monitoring and assessment of socio-
economic and bio-physical aspects of desertification, and to present the final report to the COP
through the CST at its eighth session;
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6. Encourages Parties to develop and use indicators to assess the impact of intervention
measures in order to indicate progress in implementing the Convention.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 18/COP.7

Early warning systems

The Conference of the Parties,

Bearing in mind the reports and recommendations of the ad hoc panels on early warning
systems as well as the recommendations of the Bureau of the CST,

Recognizing that benchmarks and indicators, and monitoring and assessment work have
been identified as integral components of early warning systems for drought and desertification,

Noting that scientific research, including work on models, is an essential part of
developing operational drought and desertification early warning systems,

Noting further the importance of disseminating the outputs of early warning systems to
local governments, communities and NGOs,

Recalling that early warning systems are often constrained by bio-physical conditions,
land use systems and their variability,

Bearing in mind the assistance provided by the GoE for the development of short- and
long-term early warning systems,

Taking into account the observations and recommendations made by the CST and its
GOE during the seventh session of the CST,

1 Invites relevant United Nations organizations, international bodies, agencies and
developed country Parties to assist developing country Parties in the development of early
warning systems by providing technological and financial support;

2. Requests the GoE, as far as possible, to carry out its work programme on early warning
systems by integrating relevant benchmarks and indicators, as well as monitoring and assessment
components, and to report to the CST at its eighth session.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 19/COP.7

Land Degradation Assessment in Drylands

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling the provisions of decision 19/COP.6 on Land Degradation Assessment in
Drylands (LADA),

Noting with appreciation the initiatives in respect of the LADA undertaken by various
international organizations and institutions, with the collaboration of the secretariat,

Taking note of the presentations made by the representative of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the information contained in document
|CCD/COP(7)/CST/8,

Taking note also of the comments provided by the CST &t its seventh session,

1 Encourages the continuation of work on the LADA and the involvement of experts from
the roster of independent experts in assessments,

2. Requests the secretariat to continue to follow closely the activities of the LADA,;
3. Invites the GoE to take the necessary action to strengthen the links between the GoE and
the work of the LADA;

4. Also invitesthe LADA to involve, and take account of the needs of, the UNCCD national
focal points in its further work;

5. Requests the secretariat to report to the CST at its eighth session on progress in the
LADA.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 20/COP.7

Programme of work of the Committee on Science and Technology

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the communication of information and
review of implementation, and in particular paragraph 18 of the annex to that decision, which
concerns the review process,

Recalling aso decisions 16/COP.3, 16/COP.4, 16/COP.5 and 20/COP.6 on the
programme of work of the CST,

Taking into account the observations and recommendations made by the CST and its
Group of Experts during the seventh session of the CST, in particular the need to focus and
prioritize work,

Taking note of the interest by the CST in the relationship between climate and land
degradation, monitoring and assessment, soil and water conservation, renewable energies,
vulnerability and livelihood improvement,

1 Decides that the priority theme for discussion by the CST at its eighth session will be
“The effects of climatic variations and human activities on land degradation: assessment, field
experience gained, and integration of mitigation and adaptation practices for livelihood
improvement”;

2. Welcomes the offer of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to organize and
find the necessary funding for an international workshop on climate and land degradation in
2006 to mark the 1'YDD, and invites the CST to assist the WMO in bringing together experts for
the workshop and to present the workshop’s results to the COP at its eighth session;

3. Encourages Parties and all accredited organizations to prepare concise reports concerning
this priority theme and to transmit them to the secretariat no later than six months before the next
session of the CST;

4, Requests the CST Bureau to select three representative submissions for presentation to,
and discussion by, the Parties at the eighth session of the CST;

5. Further decides that work on benchmarks and indicators (decision 17/COP.7) is the most
urgent activity for the next two-year period, taking into account the results achieved in the
framework of the relevant TPNs;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to give priority to the activities identified in paragraph
5 when allocating funds within the Science and technology budget line;
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7. Encourages Parties to support and continue work in other priority areas of the CST
programme of work, inter alia the communication and information strategy (THEMANET) and
the development of an integrative assessment methodology for poverty and land degradation;

8. Invites the CST to work in collaboration with the WMO and other relevant organizations
to address the interaction between climate, land degradation and livelihood security.

12" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 21/COP.7

Consideration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision 21/COP.2 on consideration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure,

Taking note of the draft text of rule 47, as amended by decision 21/COP.2,

Taking note also of the report by the secretariat contained in document | CCD/COP(7)/8,

Requests the secretariat to include consideration of this outstanding rule of procedure in
the agenda of the eighth session of the COP and to report on the status of similar rules of

procedure in other multilateral environmental agreements (MEAS), including the views of other
secretariats on the impact of the said status on the work of their respective MEAs.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 22/COP.7

Consideration of procedures and institutional mechanisms for the resolution
of questions on implementation; consideration of annexes containing
arbitration and conciliation procedures

A. Resolution of questions on implementation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 27 of the Convention, which states that the COP shall consider and
adopt procedures and institutional mechanisms for the resolution of questions that may arise with
regard to the implementation of the Convention,

Recalling also decisions 20/COP.3, 20/COP.4, Part A, 21/COP.5, Part A, and 22/COP.6,
Part A,

Recalling further the Facilitator’s summary of the work of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts
at the fifth and sixth sessions of the COP,

Noting that the question of linkages between article 27 and articles 22, paragraph 2, 26
and 28 requires further consideration,

1 Decides, for purposes of fulfilling the provisions of article 27 of the Convention, to
reconvene, during its eighth session, the open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts to examine
further and make recommendations on procedures and institutional mechanisms for the
resolution of questions on implementation;

2. Invites any Parties wishing to communicate their views on article 27 to do so, in writing,
to the secretariat by 31 January 2007;

3. Requests the secretariat to prepare a new working document on the basis of the
submissions by Parties contained in documents |CCD/COP(4)/8, |CCD/COP(5)/8,
|CCD/COP(6)/7 and ICCD/COP(7)/9, and those submitted pursuant to paragraph 2 above;

4, Decides further that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts shall take as the basis of its work the
new working document to be prepared by the secretariat.

B. Arbitration and conciliation procedures

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 28, paragraph 2(a), of the Convention, which refers to arbitration
procedures to be adopted by the COP in an annex to the Convention as soon as practicable,

Recalling also article 28, paragraph 6, of the Convention, which refers to conciliation
procedures to be adopted by the COP in an annex to the Convention as soon as practicable,
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Recalling further the Facilitator's summaries of the work of the Ad Hoc Group of
Experts at the fifth and sixth sessions of the COP,

Recalling decisions 20/COP.3, 20/COP.4, Part B, 21/COP.5, Part B, and 22/COP.6, Part
Ba

1 Decides, for the purposes of fulfilling the provisions of article 28 of the Convention, to
reconvene, a its eighth session, the open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Expertsto examine further and
make recommendations on the following issues:

@ Annex on arbitration procedures;
(b Annex on conciliation procedures,

2. Invites any Parties and interested institutions and organizations wishing to communicate
their views on the issues referred to in paragraph 1 (a) and (b) above to do so, in writing, to the
secretariat by 31 January 2007;

3. Requests the secretariat to prepare a new working document to include: (i) a compilation
of submissions contained in documents ICCD/COP(4)/8, ICCD/COP(5)/8, ICCD/COP(6)/7 and
|CCD/CORP(7)/9, and those submitted pursuant to paragraph 2 above; and (ii) an updated version
of the annexes contained in document |CCD/COP(4)/8 to reflect these views;

4, Decides further that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts shall take as the basis of its work the

new working document to be prepared by the secretariat.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 23/COP.7

Programme and budget for the biennium 2006—2007

The Conference of the Parties,

lRecalling paragraphs 3, 9 and 10 of the financial rules of the Conference of Parties
(COP),

Expressing concern over the financial state of the Convention,

Noting with concern the results of the audit report of the Convention Trust Funds for the
biennium 2002—2003, which contains a financial and management audit by the external auditors
of the United Nations and the need for a complete management response to the report,

Noting that the secretariat has begun taking steps to implement the recommendations in
the auditors’ report,

Calling on the secretariat to address as a matter of extreme urgency the outstanding
recommendations of the external auditors,

Welcoming the report of the JU on the activities and operations of the secretariat and
having considered the budgetary recommendationsiin it,

Noting with concern that expenditures in the biennium 2004—-2005 are likely to exceed
the budget authorized by decision 23/COP.6,

Mindful of the need to address the issue of fluctuations in the euro/United States dollar
exchange rate in such a manner as to reduce the risk of exchange rate fluctuations,

Noting recommendation 16 of the J/U report, which asks the COP to consider adopting
euro budgeting and a single currency system of assessment, the euro, beginning with the 2008—
2009 biennium,

Taking note with appreciation of current and ongoing collaboration with other
Convention secretariats and with United Nations organizations located in Bonn on the provision
of common services, the strengthening of liaison arrangements and the enhancement of synergies
aimed at, among other things, improving efficiency,

Agreeing that budget proposals must be presented in the most informative and transparent
way possible,

! Decision 2/COP.1.
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Noting the need to provide Parties with relevant information to alow considered priority
setting, since the budget of the Convention, must adapt to changes in priorities and must be
affordable to all Parties,

Noting that there is consensus for more effective implementation of the Convention on
the ground, and that this requires concentration of resources on implementation,

Having considered the proposed programme and budget for the biennium 2006-2007
submitted by the Executive Secretary,? the report on the performance of the Convention Trust
Funds in the biennium 2004-2005,° the audit report of the Convention Trust Funds for the
biennium 2002—2003,* and the report on the status of contributions to the Convention Trust
Funds in the biennium 2004—2005,°

Noting with appreciation the annual contribution of the host Government of EUR
511,291.88, which offsets contributions from other Parties to the Convention,

A. Budget reform

1. Audit report and financial aspects of the Joint Inspection Unit report

1 Requests the Executive Secretary to report within 90 days of the conclusion of COP 7 to
the President of COP 7 on all actionstaken and all further actions that he may consider necessary
to implement all recommendations included in the audit report for the biennium 2002-2003, and
to place his report on the UNCCD website;

2. Notes the relevant recommendations of the external auditors about procurement, travel,
daily subsistence allowances and consultants costs in the biennium 2002—2003 and requests the
Executive Secretary to take the additional measures necessary to address these recommendations,
to ensure that the financial rules are fully respected in the future, and to report on this matter to
the meetings of the Bureau and in the 20062007 performance report;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to implement the auditors' recommendation on internal
audit capability in consultation with the Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC, and, in this
context, authorizes the co-financing of a shared internal auditor a an appropriate level, and
invites the COP to the UNFCCC to consider such an arrangement;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to seek guidance from the United Nations on the
appropriate accounting for end-of-service and post-retirement benefits and to report to COP 8 on
this issue;

5. Reconfirms that decisions which affect the overall level of the core budget can only be
taken by the COP, where all Parties are represented, by consensus, in accordance with financial
rule 4;

ICCD/COP(7)/2/Add.1 and Add.2.
|CCD/COP(7)/2/Add.3 and Add.4.
|CCD/COP(7)/2/Add.5.
|CCD/COP(7)/2/Add.6.
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6. Decides not to accept the auditors recommendation on minimum indicative contributions
in the light of decision 6/COP.2;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to provide a detailed management response on the
reports of the United Nations external auditors to the COP;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, seeking assistance, as necessary, a report for
the COP at its eighth session on the implications of results-based planning, programming and
budgeting;

2. Action on the 2004—2005 overspend

9. Notes that the Executive Secretary may request an extraordinary session of the COP if
faced with unforeseen budgetary difficulties;

10. Notes that when required and authorized by the financial rules, the Executive Secretary
should draw on reserves for funding both the secretariat and the GM;

11.  Authorizes the Executive Secretary, on an exceptional basis and without creating a
precedent for the Convention or any other international instrument, to draw up to US$ 1.5
million from unspent balances, contributions from previous financial periods and miscellaneous
income to cover over-expenditures on contractual commitments for staff costs and, to the extent
strictly necessary, unavoidable recurring operating expenses, in headings 1 to 6 of the budget for
the biennium 2004—2005;

3. Measuresto deal with currency fluctuations

12. Requests the Executive Secretary to determine with the assistance of United Nations
Headquarters and United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) the costs of any changes to the
Integrated Management Information System (IMIS) accounting system and any other related
costs to account for the activities of the secretariat in euros, and to report back to the President of
COP 7 regarding the costs necessary to implement such changes,

13. Decides to introduce the euro as the budget and accounting currency from 2008-2009,
and reguests the Executive Secretary to report on all necessary changes in the programme and
budget document for COP 8;

14. Consequently authorizes the Executive Secretary to notify UNOG that until 31 December
2007 contributions received in euros and any interest thereon should be treated as euro assets of
the secretariat and accounted for as such; while contributions received in United States dollars
and interest thereon should be treated as United States dollar assets of the secretariat and
accounted for as such;
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4. Budget presentation

15. Requests the Executive Secretary, in accordance with the provisions of rule 15 of the
rules of procedure, to provide Parties with an indication of the administrative and budgetary
implications of decisions submitted for consideration by the COP at the time the documents
elaborating the agenda items are circulated, as well as of decisions referred by the CST and/or
the CRIC for adoption by the COP, which may have administrative and budgetary implications
that cannot be met from existing resources within the core budget;

16. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare the proposed budget in the programme and
budget documents for future COPs in full accordance with financial rule 3;

17. Requests the Executive Secretary to include data in the budget presentation by
programme and by object of expenditure, showing:

@ approved and projected expenditures for 2006-2007 and approved and actual
expenditures for prior biennia;

(b the proposed expenditures for 2008—2009 prior to re-costing;
(c) the proposed expenditures for 2008-2009 following re-costing; and

(d) cost changes in United States dollars and euros and in percentage terms between
these categories,

and requests the Executive Secretary to include explanations of the estimates and assumptions
that were used to calculate the cost increases applied to each object of expenditure;

18. Notes the need to facilitate priority-setting by providing Parties with timely information
on the financial consequences of different options. To this end, requests the Executive Secretary
to include in addition to the proposed budget for the biennium 2008-2009 two aternative
scenarios maintaining the core budget at the 2006—-2007 level at O per cent nominal growth and O
per cent real growth in both United States dollars and euros,

B. The core budget

19.  Approves the core budget for the biennium 2006—2007, amounting to US$ 16,705,000
(EUR 14,283,000 at the prevailing official United Nations rate of exchange at the date at which
the Parties are first notified of their contributions for 2006, i.e. 21 November 2005, as stated in
paragraph 31 below) for the purposes specified in table 1 below;

20. Notes with appreciation the annual contribution of the host Government of EUR 511,292,
which offsets planned expenditures;

21.  Adopts the indicative scale of contributions for 2006 and 2007 contained in the annex to
this decision with the percentages as adjusted in previous COP decisions,
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22.  Approvesthe staffing tables for the core budget, as contained in tables 2 and 3 below;

23. Notes that the operations of the secretariat and the GM must be managed on the basis of
the amount of the approved biennium core budget in paragraph 19, and that this takes precedence
over al other tables or figures in the budget decision, unless amended by the COP;

24.  Approves a contingency budget for conference servicing, amounting to US$ 5,334,000
(EUR 4,350,000) to be added to the programme budget for the coming biennium in the event that
the General Assembly of the United Nations decides not to provide resources for these activities
in the United Nations regular budget for the biennium 2006—2007 (table 4 below);

25. Notes estimated additional costs of up to US$ 1,808,000 (EUR 1,391,000) (table 5) which
will be incurred in the event that the eighth session of the COP is held in Bonn, and decides that,
to the extent that offsetting voluntary contributions for this purpose do not reach this amount, the
balance will be included in the contingency budget for conference servicing as set out in table 4
below;

26. Requests the General Assembly of the United Nations to include, in the calendar of
conferences and meetings for the biennium 2006-2007, the sessions of the COP and its
subsidiary bodies envisaged for the biennium;

27. Confirms its authorization to the Executive Secretary to make transfers between each of
the main appropriation lines 1 - 6 as set out in table 1 below, up to an aggregate limit of 15 per
cent of the total estimated expenditures for those appropriation lines, provided that a further
limitation of up to minus 25 per cent of each such appropriation line 1 - 6 shall apply, and
requests the Executive Secretary to report to the COP on any such transfers,

28. Decides to maintain the level of the working capital reserve at 8.3 per cent of the annual
estimated expenditures, including overhead charges, of the amount of the core budget;

29.  Authorizes the Executive Secretary, for the biennium 2006-2007, to draw on available
cash resources from the core budget, including unspent balances, contributions from previous
financial periods and miscellaneous income to incur obligations and make payments for the
purposes specified up to the amounts in the approved core budget (table 1), for exceptional
reasons;

30. Requests the Executive Secretary to give priority in allocating the budget to
implementing decisions agreed to by Parties at COP 7, arrangements for sessions of COP and its
subsidiary bodies, and facilitation of requests for assistance from affected developing country
Parties in the compilation and communication of information required under the Convention;

3L Requests the Executive Secretary to notify Parties of their contributions for 2006 by 21
November 2005, and for 2007 by 1 October 2006 to encourage early payment;
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32. Requests the Executive Secretary in the possible context of inadequate reserves to consult
with the Bureau of the COP on any adjustments which may be necessary in the programme of
work as foreseen in the core budget for the biennium 2006-2007, in the event that sufficient
resources are not available to the secretariat in atimely fashion from the approved budget;

33.  Commends the Executive Secretary on the establishment of a Memorandum of
Understanding with UNOG on the use of funds from Programme Support to finance
administrative operations and requests the Executive Secretary to keep this matter under review;

34. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to COP 8 on developments on current and
ongoing management collaboration with other Convention secretariats and with United Nations
organizations located in Bonn;

35.  Authorizes the Executive Secretary to proceed with the move of the physical location of
the secretariat to the United Nations campus facilities in Bonn in 2006, provided that this move,
in itself, does not result in additional costs to the core budget of the secretariat and that the
Premises Agreement between the United Nations and Germany for the new United Nations
campus has been successfully concluded;

C. The Supplementary Fund and the Special Fund

36. Reiterates its appreciation to the Government of Germany for its generous contribution
through the Bonn Fund of EUR 511,292 to the secretariat for Convention events organized by
the secretariat;

37.  Takes note of the funding estimates for the Supplementary Fund specified by the
Executive Secretary in table 6 of US$ 20,652,900 for the biennium 2006-2007; and invites
Parties, as well as Governments of States not Parties, intergovernmental organizations, and
NGOs, to make contributions to this Fund, established under paragraph 9 of the financial rules,
in order to:

@ Support the participation of representatives of NGOs from affected developing
country Parties, particularly the least developed among them, in sessions of the COP and its
subsidiary bodies, as well astheir participation in UNCCD regional conferences or meetings,

(b Facilitate assistance to developing country Parties in accordance with article 23,
paragraph 2 (c), and article 26, paragraph 7, of the Convention, as well as the relevant articles of
the regional implementation annexes,

(c) Advance other appropriate purposes consistent with the objectives of the
Convention;

38. Further takes note of the funding estimates for the Special Fund specified by the
Executive Secretary in table 7 of US$ 2,929,000 (EUR 2,254,000), US$ 1,412,500 (EUR
1,087,000) for CRIC 5 and US$ 1,516,500 (EUR 1,167,000) for COP 8 for the biennium 2006—
2007; and invites Parties, as well as Governments of States not Parties, intergovernmental
organizations, and NGOs, to make contributions to this Fund, established under paragraph 10 of



|CCD/COP(7)/16/Add.1
Page 57

the financial rules, in order to support the participation of developing country Parties, and in
particular least developed country Parties affected by desertification and/or drought, particularly
those in Africa, in the sessions of the COP and its subsidiary bodies,

39. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the COP at its eighth session on the status
of the trust funds established under the financial rules.

Table 1. Resource requirements by programme
(amounts in thousands)

Totd Totd

Programmes 2004-2005 2006 2007 2006-2007
Executive direction and management 1,550 841 909 1,750
Substantive support to COP, its subsidiary

bodies, legal advice and global issues 2,289 535 566 1,101
Science and technology - 360 375 735
Facilitation of implementation and

coordination 4,009 2,250 2,242 4,492
External relations and public information 900 632 642 1,274
Administration and finance 2,533 1,332 1,261 2,593
Subtotal secretariat 11,281 5,950 5,995 11,945
Global Mechanism 3,701 1,915 1,971 3,886
Total programmes 14,982 7,865 7,966 15,831
Overhead 1,948 1,023 1,035 2,058
Working capital reserve! 119 - 12 12
Total resource requirements 17,049 8,888 9,013 17,901
Less. Contribution from host country

Government 2 1,110 598 598 1,196
Net required as indicative contributions 15,939 8,290 8,415 16,705

£ The amount required to bring the working capital reserve up to 8.3 per cent of the total annual programmes cost
plus overhead.

2 Equivalent to EUR 1,022,584, at the prevailing official United Nations rate of exchange at the date at which the
Parties arefirst notified of their contributions for 2006, i.e. 21 November 2005, as stated in paragraph 31 above.
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Table 2. Staffing requirements for the secretariat
2005+ 2006 2 2007 2
A. Professional category and above
ASG 1 1 1
D-1 2 2 2
P-5 10 10 10
P-4 8 8 8
P-3 5 5 5
P-2 4 4 4
Subtotal A 30 30 30
B. General Service category 13 13 13
Tota (A +B) 43 43 43
 During 2005 five core budget posts were left vacant.
2|n 2006 there will not be sufficient funding to fill approximately 13 posts.
Table 3. Staffing requirements for the Global Mechanism
2004-2005 2 2006 2007
A. Professional category and above
D-2 1 1 1
D-1 1 1 1
P-5 4 4 4
P-4 1 1 1
P-3 2 2 2
Subtotal A 9 9 9
B. General Service category 5 5 5
Tota (A +B) 14 14 14
* Posts as approved by decision 23/COP(6).
Table 4. Estimates for contingency for conference services
(inthe event that the General Assembly decides not to include the sessions
of the COP and its subsidiary bodies in its regular budget)
(amounts in thousands)
Total
2006 2007 2006-2007
Object of expenditure US$ EUR US$ EUR US$ EUR
Conference services 1,920 1,570 2,800 2,280 4,720 3,850
Overhead 250 204 364 296 614 500

Total resource requirements 2,170 1,774 3,164 2,576 5,334 4,350
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Table 5. Operating costs of holding the eighth session of the COP in Bonn
(amounts in thousands)

Egimate for COP 8 (2007)

Object of expenditure US$ EUR
Logistic costs 1,454 1,119
Contingencies 146 112
Subtotal 1,600 1,231
Overhead 208 160
Total resource reguirements 1,808 1,391

Table 6. Summary of Supplementary Fund estimated resource requirements by programme
(amounts in thousands)

Total

Programme/expenditure items US$
Substantive support to the COP, its subsidiary bodies, legal advice

and global issues 930.0
Science and technology 3,823.7
Facilitation of implementation 9,785.0
External relations and public information 3,738.2
Subtotal programmes 18,276.9
Overhead 2,376.0
Total resource requirements 20,652.9

Table 7. Special Fund estimated resource requirements
(amounts in thousands)
2006-2007

Object of expenditure US$ EUR
Exchange rate used 1,2994
Travel of representatives and participants in meetings '

CRICS 1,250 962

COP7 1,342 1,033
Overhead 337 259
Total resource requirements 2,929 2,254

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 24/COP.7

Credentials of representatives of Parties attending the seventh session of the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

The Conference of the Parties,

Having considered the report on credentials of the Bureau of the seventh session of the
COP" and the recommendation contained therein,

Approves the report on credentials submitted by the Bureau of the seventh session of the
COP.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005

1 |CCD/COP(7)/12.
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Decision 25/COP.7

Nairobi Declaration on the implementation of the United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification

The Conference of the Parties,

Having considered the Nairobi Declaration on the implementation of the UNCCD by the
ministers and other duly mandated representatives of country Parties participating in the seventh
session of the COP from 17 to 28 October 2005 in Nairobi, Kenya,

1 Welcomes the text of the Declaration;
2. Decides to adopt the Declaration and to annex it to the report of the COP on its seventh
session.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 26/COP.7

Designation of a Convention secretariat and arrangements for its functioning:
administrative and support arrangements

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolutions 52/198 of 18 December 1997
and 56/196 of 21 December 2001 on institutional linkage and related administrative
arrangements between the United Nations Secretariat and the secretariat of the Convention,
which endorse decision 3/COP.1 on the designation of a Convention secretariat and
arrangements for its functioning,

Approves the continuation of the current institutional linkage and related administrative
arrangements for a further five-year period, to be reviewed by both the General Assembly and
the COP no later than 31 December 2011.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 27/COP.7

Report of the sixth Round Table of Members of Parliament

The Conference of the Parties,

Having heard the presentation of the Declaration by Members of Parliament “The role of
members of parliament in efforts to enhance implementation of the obligations of the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification”, forwarded by Hon. Francis Xavier Ole Kaparo,
President of the Kenyan Parliament, reporting on the outcome of the sixth Round Table of
Members of Parliament, which took place in Nairobi, Kenya, on 25 and 26 October 2005,

Takes note with appreciation of the Declaration and decides to annex it to the report of

the COP on its seventh session.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 28/COP.7

Celebration of the 2006 International Y ear of Deserts and Desertification

The Conference of the Parties,

Having reviewed the interim report of the secretariat on the status of preparation of the
2006 1YDD (ICCD/COP(7)/13 and Add.1),

Recalling resolution 58/211 of the General Assembly which declared 2006 the
Iternational Y ear of Deserts and Desertification,

Noting the concern of the General Assembly with respect to the exacerbation of
desertification, particularly in Africa, and its far-reaching implications for the implementation of
the MDGs, in particular on poverty eradication,

Aware of the opportunity offered by the 1'YDD to raise public awareness of the issue of
desertification and to protect the biological diversity, knowledge and traditions of communities
affected by desertification,

1 Welcomes with appreciation resolution 58/211 of the General Assembly;

2. Welcomes also the designation by the General Assembly of the Executive Secretary of
the UNCCD as focal point of the IYDD;

3. Reiterates the call made by the General Assembly in its resolution 58/211 to all relevant
international organizations and Member States to support the activities related to desertification,
including land degradation, to be organized by affected country Parties, in particular African
countries and the least developed countries

4, Reiterates also the call made by the same resolution to Parties to contribute, as they are
able, to the Convention and to undertake special initiatives in observance of the Year with the
goal of enhancing the implementation of the Convention;

5. Invites those Parties, international and non-governmental organizations that have not yet
done so to inform the secretariat of activities envisaged for the observance of the ' YDD;

6. Requests the secretariat to make available to the Parties and observers a consolidated list
containing all activities reported in order to coordinate the information and avoid overlapping of
activities;

7. Also requests the secretariat to prepare an interim report to the CRIC at its fifth session
on the status of celebration of the 1'YDD,;

8. Further requests the secretariat to report to the COP at its eighth session on the outcomes
of the 'YDD;
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9. Encourages in that regard country Parties to make voluntary contributions to the
Supplementary Fund in order to ensure adequate implementation of General Assembly resolution
58/211.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 29/COP.7

Relations between the secretariat and its host country

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision 5/COP.1 on the physical location of the Permanent Secretariat of
the Convention,

Having considered document ICCD/COP(7)/14 on relations between the secretariat and
its host country,

Noting with appreciation that the secretariat’s relationship with the Government of
Germany continues to evolve constructively,

Welcoming the proposal made by the Government of Germany to move the physical
location of the secretariat to the new United Nations campus facilities in Bonn,

1 Requests the secretariat to continue developing its relations with the Government of
Germany, the State of North Rhine-Westphalia and the City of Bonn, as well as with academia
and the private sector;

2. Encourages the secretariat to seek more cost-effective solutions for official meetings to
be held in Bonn, pending the availability of adequate conference facilities;

3. Invites the Government of Germany to continue contributing, on a voluntary basis, to
UNCCD meetings organized in Bonn;

4, Requests the secretariat, together with the other United Nations organizations based in
Bonn, to continue consultations with the Government of Germany regarding the move to the
United Nations campus, with a view to identifying ways to meet the subsequent anticipated
higher costs of the facilities, and further requests the Government of Germany, in this regard, to
make arrangements to absorb these cogs, in keegping with its obligations as host country;

5. Requests the secretariat to report to the COP at its eighth session on further progress

made in its relations with the host country.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decision 30/COP.7

Programme of work of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling article 22 of the Convention,

Recalling also its decisions 9/COP.1, 2/COP.2, 4/COP.3, 5/COP.4, 5/COP.5 and
29/COP.6 on its programme of work, 11/COP.1 on procedures for the communication of
information and review of implementation, 7/COP.7 on additional procedures or institutional
mechanisms to assist in the review of the implementation of the Convention, and other relevant
decisions of the seventh session of the COP,

1 Decides to include the following items in the agenda of its eighth session and, if
necessary, its ninth session:

@ Programme and budget for the biennium 2008-2009;

(b Review of the implementation of the Convention and of its institutional
arrangements, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2 (a) and (b), and article 26 of the Convention:

0] Review, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(d), of the Convention, of the
report of the CRIC, including its recommendations to the COP and its
programme of work, and the provision of guidance to it;

(i) Consideration of additional procedures or institutional mechanisms to
assist the COP in regularly reviewing the implementation of the
Convention, including the review referred to in decision 7/COP.7;

(c) Committee on Science and Technology:

0] Review, pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(d), of the Convention, of the
report of the CST, including its recommendations to the COP, its
programme of work, and the provision of guidance to it;

(i) Maintenance of the roster of experts and creation of ad hoc panels of
experts, as necessary, with their terms of reference and modalities of work;

(d) Review of activities for the promotion and strengthening of relationships with
other relevant conventions and relevant international organizations, institutions and agencies, in
accordance with article 8 and article 22, paragraph 2(i), of the Convention;

(e Consideration of the follow-up to the outcome of the WSSD relevant to the
UNCCD;

H Rationale for, modalities for, costs involved in, feasibility of, possible terms of
reference of, and institutional and collaborative arrangements for the regional coordination units;
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(g)  Outganding items:

() Consideration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure;

(i) Consideration of procedures and institutional mechanisms for the
resolution of questions on implementation, in accordance with article 27
of the Convention;

(iif)  Consideration of annexes containing arbitration and conciliation
procedures, in accordance with article 28, paragraphs 2(a) and 6, of the
Convention;

(h) Consideration of the report on the outcomes of the I'Y DD (2006);

Q) Consideration of the report on relations between the secretariat and its host
country;

()] Consideration of the report and draft ten-year strategic plan and framework to
enhance the implementation of the UNCCD, transmitted by the ad hoc working group
established in paragraph 1 of decision 3/COP.7;

2. Decides to include interactive dialogue sessions with the relevant stakeholders, including
ministers, NGOs and members of parliament on agenda items of relevance to them;

3. Requests the secretariat to circulate in all official languages at least six weeks prior to the
eighth session of the COP a provisional annotated agenda and appropriate documentation for that
session, reflecting the decisions contained in paragraphs 1 and 2 above.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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Decison 31/COP.7

Date and venue of the eighth session of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling article 22, paragraph 4 of the Convention,
Recalling also its decision 1/COP.2 on ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties,

Further recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolution 40/243 of 18
December 1985,

1 Accepts with gratitude the generous offer of the Government of Spain to host the eighth
session of the COP;

2. Decides that the eighth session of the COP shall be held in Spain in autumn 2007;
3. Requests the Executive Secretary to consult with the Government of Spain with aview to

entering into satisfactory arrangements for that Government to host the eighth session of the
COP in Spain and to meet the related costs.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005
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[I. RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES
Resolution /COP.7

Expression of gratitude to the Government and people of Kenya

The Conference of the Parties,

Having met in Nairobi from 17 to 28 October 2005 at the invitation of the Government of
Kenya,

1 Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government of Kenya and the United Nations
Office at Nairobi for having made it possible for the seventh session of the COP to be held in the
city of Nairobi and for the excellent facilities so graciously placed at its disposal;

2. Requests the Government of Kenyato convey to the city of Nairobi and people of Kenya

the gratitude of the Parties to the Convention for the hospitality and warm welcome extended to
the participants.

13" plenary meeting
28 October 2005



