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Adaptation in drylands: The global perspective
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Climate change in 

drylands: Why do 

we care?

08.06.2009



08.06.2009 Seite 4Page 4

Global assessment of land degradation:   

24% of land degraded from 1982 to 2003
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Climate variability in 

drylands is magnified 

by global climate 

change

Ádrylands are especially subject 

to climate change 

ÁReduction of the area suitable 

for rainfed agriculture

ÁMore extreme weather events 

ÁDecrease of water availability

ÁDecrease in agricultural 

productivity
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Highly vulnerable 

drylands
Dependence of the economies

on natural resources and

rainfed agriculture or pasture

Poverty and food insecurity

Weak institutional and

infrastructural capacities

Climate change threatens food
security and sustainable

development in drylands


