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I. Background

1. The Regional Annex for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and
Drought establishes the need to convene regional meetingsto strengthen co-operation and exchange among countries Parties of
the same for application of the Regional Implementation Annex.

2. In this context, the Latin America and Caribbean country Parties have held five Regional Meetings in Argentina, Mexico
Cuba, Antigua and Barbuda, and Peru to identify priority actions and establish and develop sub-regional and regional co-
operation through a Regional Action Program to Combat Desertification.

3. This present Regional Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean on the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification was convened in collaboration with the government of El Salvador, and was organised in two parts: @) a first
part during which the Third Workshop for Focal Points of Latin America and the Caribbean of the Convention was held on 16'"
October, 2000; and b), a second with the hosting of the Sixth Regional Meeting from 17" to 19" of the same month.

II. Objectives of the Meeting

4. The objectives of the Sixth Regional Meeting for the Latin American and Caribbean countries were as follows:

T exchange experiences on the preparation national action programmes.

To highlight the progress made by the Secretariat in the implementation of the Convention in the region,;
To examine the work done by the Regional Executive Committee;

To analyse the projects proposals comprising the Regional Action Program;

To examine the conclusions of the synthesis of the national reports and the implementation of the sub-regional and
Regional action programmes.

[ll. Participation

5. All Latin American and Caribbean Parties were invited to the Meeting, as well as regional and sub-regional
intergovernmental organisations, agencies of the United Nations System and non-governmental organisations. 29 government
representatives from 27 countries of the region, 9 representatives from 6 of international, regional and sub-regional bodies, 9
non-governmental organisations and 6 from other sectors attended. The list of participants is included as Annex |11 of this
document.

Agendaitem 1: Opening of the Meeting

6. The opening ceremony took place on Tuesday, 17" of October 2000 in Hotel Camino Real, San Salvador, El Salvador. In
this ceremony addresses were made by Mr. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification and Drought, and Her Excellency, Mrs. Ana Maria Majano, Minister of the Environment, who in the
name of the Government of El Salvador declared the Sixth Regional Meeting for the countries of Latin American and
Caribbean, officially opened



Agenda item 2: Organisation of Work
2.1 Election of Presiding Officers

7. The Meeting decided that the Presiding Officers of the meeting should be from following countries:

Chair: El Salvador (Mr. Ernesto L 6pez)
Deputy Chair: Jamaica (Mr. Philbert Brown)
Rapporteur: Ecuador (Mr. Carlos Valarezo)

2.2 Approval of the agenda of the Meeting

8. The Meeting approved the provisional agenda @Annex V of this report) without amendments. The representative of
Argentina suggested a modification in the order of the day and proposed the examination of the report from the CCD Secretary
and that of the Regional Co-ordination Unit on the morning of the first day.

Agenda item 3: Report of the Chair of the Third Workshop for Focal Points

9. Mr. Octavio Pérez Pardo, presented a report on the workshop for Focal Points. He informed of the results of the three
working groups set up by sub-regions (Mesoamerica, Caribbean and South America). He emphasised the common successes,
he needs, problems and obstacles that must be resolved for implementation of the Convention. The three groups coincided in
identification of the need to link the struggle against desertification and drought with the fight against poverty. The also agreed
on the need to initiate the project on the harmonisation of public policies as well as the need for technical and financial support
in the preparation and implementation of the national action programmes in the sub-regions.

10. Among the needs for implementation of the Convention analysed by the working groups, emphasis was placed on the
following: the South American group emphasised the need for an inter-agency approach to the heavily indebted countries with
high indices of poverty and to work on the cancellation of the debt in the framework of the national programme for the
development of arid areas. The urgent need to analyse land tenure as a structural problem of land degradation and
desertification was also emphasised. The Caribbean group stressed the need to re-evaluate the systems and procedures for the
granting of funds and technical assistance to the Caribbean sub-region taking into account their special needs and venerability.
The Mesoamerica group highlighted the need to broaden the concepts of desertification and drought inco-operating the
prevention of natural disasters. Annex Il contains these conclusionsin detail.

11. The RIOD representative asked for a clarification about the conclusions of the Caribbean, where the high level of
awareness about the issue was presented as a success and an obstacle at the same time, as well as on the lack of coherencein
public policies.

12. The representatives decided that the conclusions of the Regional Workshop for Focal Points would be incorporated as draft
decisions for COP 4 to be held in Bonn, Germany. And taking into consideration successes, opportunities and areas to be
resolved as regards desertification and drought in Latin America and Caribbean, a draft proposal for financial support for the
development of national action programmes was submitted (seein Annex 11 of thisreport).

13. The representatives also stressed the need to formulate guidelines and a work plan for COP 4. A representative from the
NGOs pointed out that the GRULAC is very weak during negotiations at the COP and expressed the need to formulate a
diplomatic strategy especially with the members of the Group of 77 and China. As regards the diplomatic strategy it was
considered pertinent that once the VI Regional Meeting was finished the relevant contacts should be made with foreign offices
in each country so that the respective diplomatic corps can help in informing the various international organisations of the
decisions of the meeting.



Agenda item 4: Report of the President of the Executive Committee

14. Mr. Cesar Cervantes, representing the outgoing President of the Executive Committee presented a report on the different
activities undertaken in particular by the President of the Committee.

15. He stressed that thanks to UNEP a meeting of the Regional Executive Committee was held for 2 days. During this event
three documents were prepared: a) A proposal on the rules for the organisation and functioning of the Regional Executive
Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean on the United Nations Convention to combat Desertification and Drought;
b) A proposal on procedures for nomination of representatives of Latin America and the Caribbean to the Committees of
the Conference of the Parties; and ¢) A proposal on actions for the improvement and strengthening of the roll of the
Regional Executive Committee. He also presented the conclusions and recommendations of the meeting.

16. Finaly, he proposed a draft decision requesting space at COP4 where Latin Americaand the Caribbean can host an
exhibition. The representatives supported thisinitiative.

17. Therepresentative of Argentinareacting to the proposal on the procedure for nomination of representatives of the Latin
America and Caribbean to Committees of the Conference of the Parties, underlined that for negotiations during CO4, GRULAC
is chaired by Brazil and not by the Chair of the Regional Executive Committee. He also pointed out it had been agreed by
previous decisions that the Committee will meet at least once a year. This last change was accepted and approved by the
representatives.

18. Therepresentatives of Jamaicaand St. Vincent and the Grenadines requested that the Caribbean representation on the
Regional Executive Committee be increased to 2 representatives. This proposal was accepted. Additionally, the representative
of Saint Luciaraised theissue of the need for English/Spanish interpretation during the GRULAC meetings at COPA4.

19. An NGO representative pointed out that the quorum of the Committee was not included in the regulation, asthe
Committee has five members it was decided that three would be a quorum.

20. The representative of Argentina submitted for discussion, adraft decision on the composition of the Committee.

21. Therepresentatives of Cubaand Jamaica stated that they hoped for more active inter-sessional work from the new
Regional Executive Committee.

22. Onthe other hand, the representative of Cuba also proposed the preparation of adraft decision thanking UNEP and an
other on financing the Regional Co-ordination Unit.

Agenda item 5: Report of the CCD Secretariat on the activities carried out in the region

23. Mr. Oscar presented a report on the various activities carried by the CCD Secretariat in Latin America and the
Caribbean in fulfilment of the decisions of the Fifth Regional Meeting, held in Lima, Peru, in August 1999. These were mainly
centred on providing technical and financial assistance to the countries in the preparation of the national, sub-regional and
regional reports and support for the consolidation of the Regional Co-ordination Unit in Mexico. He stated that the Secretariat
is creating the conditions for the full operation of the DESELAC information network to be transferred to the Regional Co-
ordinating Unit by the beginning of the year 2001.

24, Mr. Oscar Oramas also highlighted the holding of the Second Africa/Latin American and Caribbean Forum to Combat
Desertification in Bamako, Mali in May 2000 as part of activities of the project on horizontal co-operation. He recalled that the
final communiqué of the Forum calls upon the countries to implement the decision related to the use of traditional knowledge
and practicesin the implementation of the national action programmes.

25. Other concrete actions based on the decisions of the V Regional Meeting relates to decision 9/COP3 par.11 on
collaboration between the Global Mechanism and the Secretariat concerning access to financial resources. Mr. Oramas
reported that the Global Mechanism has committed itself to supporting the Gran Chaco Americano and Hispaniola sub-
programmes as well as the project on harmonisation of public policies. As regards the last project, the Secretariat has
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encouraged several countries to start the first stage of implementation, as financial and technical support was available from
various international organisations. Other sub- regional programmes for which the Secretariat took steps to ensure their
financing are that on the protection of bio-diversity and prevention of land degradation in Eastern Caribbean and those for Puna
Americana and Mesoamerica. However, no positive response has been received to date.

26. As regards the decision related to the Regional Co-ordination Unit, Mr. Oramas reported that the document concerning
the proposal of including the post of Regional Co-ordinator in the regular budget of the Secretariat has been prepared and will
be discussed during the IV Session of the Conference of the Parties. He informed that Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago
recently ratified the Convention.

27. Finally, Mr. Oramas pointed out that the Secretariat has prepared a synthesis of national reports and a data base on the
implementation of the Convention. He aso thanked the government of Finland, the Global Mechanism, the GTZ and
UNEP/ROLAC for providing support during the preparation of the national reports.

28. The representative of Jamaica thanked the Secretariat for the efforts made in implementing its activities over the last
year, in particular in the Caribbean region.

Agenda item 6: Presentation of the report from the Regional Co-ordination Unit and
examination of the work of the same and proposals for its improvement

29.  Mr. Rafael Rodriguez, representative of UNEP, reported on the different activities of the RCU and the needs to be met

for the fulfilment of the work plan approved at the Fifth meeting held in Lima, Peru, in 1999. He pointed out that in the
establishment and operation of the Regional Co-ordination Unit an assistant co-ordinator and secretary have been hired who
work out of UNEP's regional office for Latin America and the Caribbean in Mexico City. This Regional Unit has assisted the
countries technically in the preparation and follow-up of the national reports, sub-regional and Regional action programmes, as
well as supporting the organisation of sub-regional and regional meetings and awareness campaigns. He noted that financial
and technical support to carry out these activities was provided by UNEP.

30. Hemade special referenceto the activities carried out by the Unit within the framework of the regional information

network DESELAC, and informed of the recent installation of a matrix node with complete access to the Internet
(http://www.rolac.unep.mx/deselac). He also highlighted the activities which were carried out on the project “Model of
indicators for arid lands ecosystems in Latin America’. This project done by the governments of Chile, Brazil and Mexico
received financial support of US$345,000 from the Global Environmental Fund and also the support of UNEP, and the Natural
Heritage Institute. He referred to the regional project on harmonisation of public policies and the need to sign memoranda of
understanding with the national governments and international organisations interested in developing ajoint work program and
aregional study on this subject.

31. Finally, he highlighted the financial contributions made by the CCD Secretary, UNEP, the governments of Mexico,
Argentina and Chile in support of the proper functioning of the Regional Co-ordination Unit. In conclusion, and recommended
the submission of the creation of the post of Regional Co-ordinator as part of the core budget of the Secretariat to the next
Conference of the Parties.

32. Therepresentative of Mexico questioned in part the need for the Regional Co-ordination Unit in terms of the little use

the countries make of it thereby making its efficiency and justification doubtful. These was rejected by the representative of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines who pointed out that the Regional Co-ordination Unit is useful for countries that have not yet
developed their action programmes and that the regional meeting was concerned with how to make the best use of it.

33. Therepresentative of Cuba pointed out that there should be more co-ordination between the RCU and the Regional
Executive Committee and underlined the importance of the Unit in the implementation of the Regional Action Programme
examined in previous regional meetings and that this was not the occasion to change decisions aready made.

34. Therepresentative of Argentinaoutlined the background to the creation of the Regional Co-ordination Unit. He pointed
out the importance of the 3 bodies for the to successful implementation of the Convention: The Secretariat of the Convention,
the global Mechanism the Regional Co-ordination Unit. He thinks that the Unit must have a greater presence in the region and



demanded that the three entities be co-ordinated. He also pointed out that the countries must contribute financially for the
proper functioning of the Unit.

35. Mr. Rodriguez, emphasised the importance the voluntary contributions of the countries have in terms of obtaining
funding.

36. After some deliberations pertaining to the financing of the Regional Co-ordination Unit, the participants submitted for the
consideration and eventual approval of the plenary draft decisions, which are included in Annex | of this report. Finaly, a
proposal regarding the composition of the Regional Executive Committee was submitted for the consideration of the plenary.

Agendaitem 7: Examination by the Secretariat of the conclusions coming out of the
national, sub-regional and regional reports to be presented to the Fourth Session of the
Conference of the Parties

37. Mrs. Rosario Ortiz, consultant to the Secretary of the Convention emphasised that the implementation of the Convention

in the Latin American and Caribbean region is basically a new process but that most of the country Parties are committed to the
process of the preparation of their National action programmes for the implementation of the Convention and are exploring
ways of integrating these with existing environmental programmes. She underlined that although the environmental plans of
the countries have permeated several sectors, this new focus of the environmental dimension is only reflected in trade
relationships (which influences the processes of land degradation) of a few countries of the region. Additionally, she
emphasised that most of the countries in their reports paid attention to the close relationship between land degradation and
poverty. She stressed that poverty is only alink in the causation chain which leads to land degradation. Therefore, the fight
against land degradation must focus on the underlying causes of poverty

38. She added that of the 6 existing sub-programmesin the region, the Gran Chaco Americano sub-program is the most
advanced. She also informed that the 9 projects which make up the Regional Action Plan have been activated, consulted and
fine tuned as regards their objectives, successes and advances, but that the lack financial resources was the main reason why the
majority of them has not been started. Only the project pertaining to the development of benchmarks and indicators to monitor
desertification in Latin America and the Caribbean, and that concerning to the information network (DESELAC), have received
financial support, and therefore have been launched.

39. Finally, shereferred to international co-operation and informed that the countries were categorical in affirming that
effective support from international partners to co-operate in the implementation of CCD as regardstechnical support, capacity
building, training and knowledge and technology transfer have been low or insignificant. Some 77% of the countries agreed on
this.

40. The participants recognised that the synthesis was good. The representative of Cuba pointed out that it should be

noted that if the problem of mono-crop cultivation is technological managed this can be a solution to avoid land degradation.
She was also of the opinion that the presentation of the reports would be more complete if the countries adopted the
recommendations derived from the synthesis to be presented during COPA4.

41, After discussion, the representatives decided to set up a commission to prepare a document of the meeting to be
presented at COP 4 that must highlight the comments made including those of the following representatives:

a Therepresentative of Surinam proposed the holding of national awareness seminarsin the Caribbean region.

b  The representative of Argentina suggested changing the title of the document from conclusions to synthesis. He
also suggested that a point of the document related to the Regional Co-ordination Unit, which states that the Unit
is under the administration of CCD Secretariat, be changed in accordance with the mandate from the countries of
Latin Americaand the Caribbean.

¢ The representative of Brazil suggested the preparation of a flow chart showing the relation between the UNCCD
Secretariat, the Regional Co-ordination Unit, and the Global Mechanism and to attached this to the report of the
REC.



d The representative of Surinam with support from St. Vincent and the Grenadines conveyed that the Caribbean has
requested the support of the Secretariat in the preparation of the national action programmes.

42. Onthisissue, Mr. Oramas suggested that the recommendations be made now and then be taken by the participantsto
their countries so that they can be studied. A final decision can then be taken during the GRULAC meetings in Bonn. The
region will therefore be better position to present its interests at the COP.

43. After some deliberations pertaining to the synthesis of the national, sub-regional and regional reports, the participants
submitted for the consideration and eventual approval of the plenary draft decisions, (see Annex | of this report).

Agenda item 8: Presentation on El Gran Chaco

44. Mr. Montoya, representative of the Ministry of Sustainable Development of Bolivia, made abiophysical and social-
economic characterisation of the bio-geographic area of “El Gran Chaco Americano”. Mr. Luis Molinar, from Rraguay
presented the sub-regional action programme for Gran Chaco, underlining the specific objectives of this Programme. Mr. Perez
Pardo, the representative from Argentina presented the action program, product of a tri-national workshop held in Santiago del
Estero, Argentina with the participation of 300 persons representing all interest groups. He discussed the Gran Chaco
Americano Internet web-page and the services being offered.

45. Therepresentatives thanked the presenters for the presentations.

Agenda item 9: Exchange of opinion on the positions of the region on the main subjects
of the Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties

46. The participants met in three groups to discuss the synthesis on Latin America and the Caribbean progress on the
implementation of the national, sub-regional and regional action programmes.

47. Therepresentative of Mexico related the recommendations of the Mesoamerica Group, Chile for the South American
group and St. Vincent and the Grenadines for the Caribbean.

48. One of the common recommendations of the three working groups was that in the future, workshops of the Global
Mechanism should be part of the regional meetings. The dates of the meetings must be determined in advance so as to avoid
logistic and co-ordination problems.

49. Another recommendation was to request the Secretariat to support the eval uation and cartographic characterisation of
desertification in each country. The representative of Costa Rica, proposed that on soil erosion maps, the scale should be
1:100.000. The representative of Mexico emphasised that the question is not just to have a map, there is need to find a point of
convergence of the social-economic information problem. There is aneed to find the basic integral line.

Agenda item 10: Presentation of the report on the desertification problem in Central
America

50. Mr. Dahl Ostergaard, consultant of COWI, Denmark made an introduction on the technical scientific documents related

to the problem of desertification in Centra America. He informed that that the actual extent of desertification in Central
America has still not been determined. There are eight eco-regions which are located in the sub-humid, dry to semi-arid
climatic zones. These eight eco-regions cover approximately 45% of the total area Central American. Topography, climate and
human activity are factors which make some of these eco-regions vulnerable to desertification.

51. Heemphasisthat the changein land use, the unsustainable extraction of forest resources and the deforestation of large
areas for conversion to pasture represent a major problem in Central American. Forest and agricultural fires are also serious
problems in the 8 sub-regions. 80% of the population of Central America lives on 25% of the territory, and the most populated
areas are those eco-regions most vulnerabl e to desertification.



52.  Finally, he explained that the social-economic dynamics of Central Americaexclude the poor from the most

suitable areas for agricultural. He emphasised that poverty and marginalisation must be understood as a direct cause of
unsustainable agricultural practices; and therefore, placing the alleviation of poverty at the top of the agenda is the must
effective way of preventing desertification.

Agendaitem 11: Presentation of the diagnostic on the desertification.

53. Mrs. Krause, from GTZ of Germany, presented the proposal of Dr. Andrea Schloenvoigt, a conceptual framework and
methodology for the identification and characterisation of areas at risk to desertification. The nethodology incorporates
information from four variables (climatic variable, human intervention, social-economic and institutional-political framework),
which in combination can lead to desertification. She informed that this methodology was applied in the 8 eco-regions
mentioned and 3 of these eco-regions were found to be more vulnerabl e to desertification.

A, She added that the general diagnosis concluded that the Central America seder and pine forests which cover an area of
125,000 km2 shared by Guatemala, Honduras, ElI Salvador and Nicaragua can become a nucleus of desertification in the
isthmus by being the eco-regions most threaten by human activity.

Agendaitem 12: Presentation of the report on social, economic and environmental
impact of desertification and drought in Central America

55. Mr Juaréz, representative of CATIE, underlined that one of the most significant impacts of desertificationisin

agriculture, since there is a clear relationship between soil erosion, loss of soil fertility, and poor crop yields. He also added that
given that soil erosion affects the availability of water, its use in agriculture as for the human consumption could be seriously
affected by desertification. He emphasised that the indigenous peoples, the poor and most vulnerable of the region, are those
most affected by this scarcity of water in the region.

56. Headded that desertification in the region increases the vulnerability to hurricanes and torrential rains which regularly
affect Central Americaand that this has an economical cost en particular as regards transport infrastructure.

Agenda item 13: Presentation of the report on monitoring and early wanting systems.

57. El Sr. Weissemen, representative of CATIE and Mrs. Kraus from the GTZ of Germany, informed on the Early Wanting

and Monitoring Action System (SIATMA), which has among its various objectives the maintenance of updated information on
the environment, land degradation and the desertification process in Central America, providing preventive measures (early
warning), in case of an emergency, to contribute to increasing environmental management capacity by offering tools so that the
governments can take actions.

58. They added that the SIATMA contemplates monitoring a series of environmental, climatic, social-economic indicators as
well as for water. On the other hand, to characterise the essential elements of the SIATMA, they defined the inputs, products,
services and operative processes which are expected from them. Finally, they emphasised that the SIATMA was conceived so
that the local communities working the land participate in it as primary suppliers of data, and at the same time as the
beneficiaries of the system, to have access to the products of the same.

Agenda item 14: Presentation of the report on integration and participation of the private
sector in the implementation of the national, sub-regional and regional action
programmes,

59. Mr. Juarez, representative of CATIE, informed that any civil society, including small peasant community organisations

and private companies can be involved in the monitoring and early wanting system as suppliers of data, as data organisers or
data analysts, or as users of the data. He added that the involvement of the private sector depends on the economic opportunity
that it represents to them. The peasant organisations and small farmers will be interested in participating in this system, once it
presents the possihility of acting against land degradation and therefore, improve their basic income. He emphasised that it is



crucial, that in the design of this system in Central American, a genuine effort be made to identify the entities in the civil
society that have adirect interest in maintaining and supporting this system.

Agenda item 15: Approval of the final report of the Meeting

60. TheReporter presented to the Meeting adraft of the Final Report of the Sixth Regional Meeting for Latin Americaand

the Caribbean on the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought. After incorporating the amendments
that the different delegations considered pertinent, the Report including the decisions, contained in Annex | was approved by
the Meeting.

Agenda item 16 of the Program: Closure of the Meeting

61. The Meeting ended at 17:00 hours on October 19, 2000 with the participants of the Meeting expressing thanks to the
People and Government of El Salvador. The representative of El Salvador on behalf of his Government declared the Sixth
Regional Meeting for Latin American and the Caribbean countries on the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
and Drought official closed.
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ANNEX 1
DECISIONS

The Government representatives at the VI Regional Meeting for Latin Americaand the Caribbean on the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from 17" to 19" October 2000, decide:

Decision 1 The NAPs and the IV Conference of the Parties

Having revised and evaluated the contents of the national reports of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on the
implementation of the Convention and having consulted those prepared by the Secretariat, the region has agreed to proposed
the following decision to be presented to the next Conference of the Parties (COP 1V).

DECIDE

1 To request the COP to obtain through technical and financial assistance support for the preparation of the NAPs of the
24 countries which have not yet done these and that it assists the implementation of the NAPsin those countries which
have compl eted the preparation stage.

2. To request of the Committee on Science and Technology to give priority to the formulation of a unified system of
benchmarks and indicators which will allow the valuation of environmental services and the social and economic
benefits from the fight against land degradation and the mitigation of drought and desertification. In this context it is
of fundamental importance to initiate actions to obtain resources and special support with the aim of making
cartographic evaluation of desertification in the countries of the region.

3. To request of the COP to secure technical assistance for the design of economic instruments which permit the
channelling of fiscal and private investment to combat |and degradation.

4, To request of the COP the renewal of its commitment to developing Regional Co-ordinating Units considering them as
an organic part of the functioning of the Secretariat with the aim of improving the efficiency in service to the regions.
It's particularly important that it approves as part of the regular budget of the Secretariat the salary of the personsin
charge of the Regional functioning Co-ordination Units.

5. To request of the COP that the Secretariat, through the RCU, take the necessary steps for the management and
monitoring of the action programmes at the, regional and sub-regional levels.

6. To request that the COP guarantees through the Global Mechanism the development of a clear strategy for the
mobilisation of financial resources ensuring that countries can access the various sources of funding.

Decision 2 National Development Policies

Taking into account the need to guarantee the continuity of the agreements reached by the country Parties for the
implementation of the Convention and to avoid changes in governmental administration which affect the implementation of the
CCD in the respective countries:
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DECIDE

To request the Secretariat to take steps with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the Environment, Natural Resources and
Agriculture of each member country Party to the CCD that they include and to give priority to the objectives of the Convention
in the national development policies.

Decision 3 Holding of awareness seminars in the Caribbean Sub-region

Taking into consideration the fact that of the fifteen States comprising the Caribbean Community which have ratified the
UNCCD, only three of these have been able to hold national awareness seminars.

Being awar e of the urgent need to address the rising problem of land degradation in this sub-region and the necessity to raise
awareness at all levelsasthefirst step to combat the problem.

Recalling that the lack of awareness has been identified as a serious problem in all of the national reports from these countries.
Conscious of the limited resources of these countries

Recognising that these countries have made limited progress in the formulation and development of their national action
programmes

Recalling Decision 8 of the IV Regional Meeting held in Antigua and Barbuda in April/May 1998, which recognised the urgent
need to address the multiple problems faced by these small island states

Recognising the importance of national awareness seminars in bringing different stakeholders together as a means of initiating
the development of ideas for preparation of national action programmes

Taking into consideration that the sub-region is currently preparing itself for implementation of a major project on bio-
diversity and the prevention of land degradation and,

Taking into consideration the consequent need to raise awareness which would facilitate effective participation in the said
project.

DECIDE
1 To request the Secretariat of the UNCCD to assist those countries in the sub-region that have not yet held their national
awareness seminars to realise this objective before the end of 2001.
2. To request the international organisations, agencies and the donor community to lend significant support to this
process.
3. To request the local UNDP and UNEP offices to support these countriesin their efforts to achieve this objective.



Increase in the number of representatives of the
Decision 4 Caribbean sub-region on the Regional Executive
Committee

Considering the fragile Nature of the ecosystems of Caribbean Island states and the rate of land degradation occurring in the
same.

Considering further, the serious lack of human and other resources existing in these countries to implement the UNCCD
Bearing in mind, that there is the need to enhance the implementation process of the UNCCD in theseisland states

Bearing in mind, that the objective is to have a Regional Executive Committee which is representative of the four sub-regions
agreed on for Latin Americaand the Caribbean

Recalling Decision 8 of the IV Regional Meeting held in Antigua and Barbuda which stipulates the need to develop special
programmes to assist the implementation of the UNCCD in this sub-region

Recalling Decision 16 of the V Regional Meeting held in Lima, Peru in 1999 which requires the Secretariat of the UNCCD to
involve theisland states of the Caribbean in every way possible in the implementation process

Taking into consideration the need to increase the participation of these Island states at the regional level in the activities of
the UNCCD

Taking into consideration that the Caribbean sub-region needs to progress rapidly to attain the level of other sub-regionsin
the preparation, formulation and implementation of their national action programmes, and consequently needs special attention
in these areas

DECIDE
1 To increase the membership of the Caribbean sub-region on the Regional Executive Committee from one (1) to two
2
2. In instances where the President or the Vice President of the Committee is a representative of the Caribbean sub-
region, one (1) other representative will be el ected.
3. To approve al the documents submitted by the REC at this VI Regional Meeting related to regulations on the

operation and the composition of the same with the changes approved by the meeting as contained in Annex V.

Decision 5 Regional Co-ordinating Unit

Recalling Decision 7 of the XI Meeting of the Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean and Decision
6 of the Fourth UNCCD Regional Meeting which called for the establishment of the Regional Co-ordinating Unit (RCU);

Recalling also Decision 6.4 of the Fourth UNCCD Regional Meeting which requested the Secretariat and the Regional
Executive Committee to define a scale of contribution so that countries provide support to the RCU;
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Considering that the RCU has been functioning for the last two years and has made a significant contribution to the regional
implementation process;

Bearing in mind that the question of financing of the RCU will be up for consideration at the next Conference of the Parties to
take place at the end of thisyear;

Reaffirming their commitment to supporting financially the effective and efficient functioning of the RCU;

DECIDE
1 To call upon the country Partiesto make voluntary financial contributions, based on theindicative scale of financial
contributionsto the RCU.
2 To further request the adoption of aresolution by the Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties of the

Convention ensuring the funding of the RCU through the UNCCD Secretariat.

3. To recommend to the Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention that the post of Co-ordinator
of the RCU beincluded in the regular budget of the Secretariat of the Convention as of 1% January 2001.

Latin America and Caribbean panel at the IV Session of
Decision 6 the Conference of the Parties.

Taking into consideration that the IV Session of the Conference of the Parties will take place in Bonn, Germany from 11 to 22
December 2000;

Recognising that the Latin American and Caribbean region has made progress in terms of the implementation of the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought at the national, regional and international levels

Recognising that the hosting that the 1V Session of the Conference of the Parties is aworld forum in which the progress of the
region and its contribution to the resolution of the problem of desertification and drought can be exposed;

DECIDE

1 To request the Secretariat of the Convention and the RCU to organise the necessary activities so that the Latin
American and Caribbean region can prepare an exhibition space at the Conference of the Parties to disseminate
information on the progress of the region.

2 To request the Countries of the region to prepare in co-ordination with the Secretariat of the Convention exhibits for
theregional panel before the start of the Conference of the Parties.

Expression of thanks to the German Agency for
Decision 7 Technical Co-operation (GTZ)

The representatives of Governments and non-governmental organisations attending the VI UNCCD Regiona Meeting for
Latin Americaand the Caribbean on the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, in recognition of the valuable
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support that the German Agency for Technical Co-operation (GTZ) has given to various countries of the region in their efforts
to achieve sustainable devel opment;

Bearing in mind the assistance this agency provided to projects specifically related to the fight against land degradation in
these countries;

Recalling the significant support provided by the same to some countries during the preparation of their national reports;

DECIDE
1 To express special thanksto the GTZ for the support given to the countries.
2. To request the Secretariat of the Convention to convey to the GTZ through the relevant channel s the appreciation of
the region for the assistance given.
3. To request the GTZ to continue to support the countries of the region in their efforts to implement the Convention.
Decision 8 Host of the Seventh Regional Meeting

Considering tat the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Regional Meetings were held in South America (Buenos
Aires, Argentina, Lima Peru) in Mesoamerica (Mexico City, Mexico and San Salvador, El Salvador) in the Caribbean (Havana,
Cubaand St. John’s Antigua and Barbuda);

Considering that it’ s desirable to maintain a rotation between the sub-regions for the hosting of future regional meetings;

DECIDE
1 To accept with thanks the offer of the delegation of Chile to be the host of the Seventh Regional Meeting for Latin
America and the Caribbean on the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and to hold this meeting at |least three

months before the hosting of the Fifth Session of the Conference of the Partiesin 2001;

2. To request the Secretariat of the Convention to establish the necessary contacts with the Government of Chile. The
tentative date of the meeting is September 2001.

Decision 9 Expression of Appreciation to the IDB

Taking into account the very significant contribution made by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

Considering that the bank has shown consistent commitment to the implementation processin the entire region.

DECIDE
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1. Toexpress appreciation and thanksto the IDB for all support given to the regional process.
2. Torequest the Secretariat to continue its efforts to involve this agency where possible.

3. To request from IDB to continue their support for the implementation process at the national, sub-regional and regional
levels.

Decision 10 The Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties

Taking into account that the Third Session of the Conference of the Parties will take place in Bonn, Germany, 11 to 22
December 2000;

Considering that the Latin American and Caribbean region has set an example in the implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought at the national, regional and international levels.

Accepting with thanks the offer of the Government of Germany to take the necessary steps for the hosting and success of the
Fourth Conference of the Parties of the Convention;

DECIDE

1. To offer its support to the Government of Germany and to the Secretariat of the Convention for the success of the
meeting;

2. To make the necessary efforts to ensure that the country Parties to the Convention in Latin America and the Caribbean
arefully represented at the same;

3. To request the Secretariat of the Convention, the agencies of the United Nations system, international organisations,
financial institutions and donor countries to collaborate with the Government of Germany to guarantee the success of
the meeting;

4, To invite the international community to participate in the work of the Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties
of the convention.

Decision 11 Support of the Secretariat of the Convention for the NAP

process

Considering the urgency of advancing with the preparation of the national action programmes in those countries in Latin
Americaand the Caribbean which have not yet prepared them;

Considering that the majority of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have ratified the Convention,
Considering also that concrete NAPs already exist in some countries of the region;
Taking note that the countries of the region contained in Annex Il of the Convention have prioritised the themes on

prevention and mitigation of the impacts of drought as fundamental to their sustainable development and it is therefore
necessary to continue examining the contribution of the country Parties and observersin this respect.
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Recognising that the function of the Secretariat of the Convention is to provide the necessary support for the effective
implementation of the NAPs, including a methodol ogy for their preparation;

Taking into account that in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean which have not yet formulated their NAPs as
well as in those which have, there is alack of technical resource, materials and finance necessary for their formulation or for the
hosting of round tables with the co-operating community and international donors for the financing of the activities and projects
contained in the same,

DECIDE

1 To request the Secretariat of the Convention in co-ordination with other multilateral agencies, to formulate a plan of
support for the preparation of the NAPs including methodological guidelines for the formulation of the national action
programmes in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean which do not have the same for discussion and
approval during the next Conference of the Partiesof the Convention;

2. To also request the Secretariat of the Convention to in consultation with the parties and relevant agencies of the co-
operating community and international donors, initiate activities on the holding of round tables in search of financial
support for the NAPs already prepared in the countries of the region and adjusted according to the modalities of the
donor community;

3. To incorporate in the implementation of this decision the necessary measures to guarantee that the adoption of national
policies in the countries of the region as well as those coming out of the regional meetings receives through the
national action programmes the urgent attention that the countries of the region give to the subject land degradation
and the negative effects of drought,

Decision 12 GEF window on Desertification and Drought

Taking into account that the majority of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have ratified the Convention to
Combat Desertification and Drought and have presented to the Secretariat their reports and other prepared national action
programmes reflecting the importance that their governments attach to the aspects of land degradation and drought compiled in
these reports;

Recalling that there is need to follow-up the proposals contained in these reports, as well as formulate and execute the
respective national action programmes for the prevention and mitigation of drought;

Considering that the countries of the Latin American and the Caribbean region have adopted as priority of their countries the
activities related to vulnerable zones affected by aridity and drought and by aspects of concomitant vulnerability, resulting in
inundations, internal and international migration and the increase of poverty among the population in these affected zones,

DECIDE

1 To request Global Environmental Fund (GEF) to open a window with sufficient and adequate resources to address the
priorities reflected by the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean in their various reports as obligated under the
Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought which can be used for the financing of the formulation and
execution of the national action programmes.

2. To support the national initiatives of these parties of the region and of the other regions of the world which have
expressed the urgent need for fresh resources from the GEF for formulating and executing program activities and
projects contained in the national action programmes,

3. To express their recognition to the Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought and other
multilateral agencies which regardless of the existing limitations, have made efforts with the aim of consolidating the
efforts of the countries of the region in the implementation process, expressed in the identification of the need to make
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available adequate, expeditious, effective and efficient mechanisms in the financing of the development of the national
action programmes.

Decision 13 Support to RIOD-LAC

Taking into consideration the provisions of Article 10, 2. f of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification,
reaffirmed in Article 3. 2 of the Regional Annex, referring to the full participation of NGOs and local community at local,
national and regional level in the planning and formulation of policies, decision making, the implementation and revision of the
national action programmes.

Taking into consideration the important roll that NGOs must play through the International Network of NGOs on
Desertification for the Latin America and the Caribbean (RIOD-LAC) in the countries of the region.

Recognising the need for enhanced support to civil society in all the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Considering that the advances made in the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification at the
regional level require a corresponding update of the co-ordinating mechanisms of RIOD-LAC.

DECIDE

1 To request the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification to support the organisation of
the Third Regional Meeting of RIOD-LAC which istentatively set for the first quarter of 2001 in Havana, Cuba.

Decision 14 Formation of Experts on Desertification

Considering that the reports presented by Barbados and Venezuela during the workshops on Focal Points, highlighted the
need to develop national and sub-regional expertise on desertification;

Being aware of the importance to recover the traditional knowledge and to develop new technical-scientific knowledge to
combat desertification;

Considering the initiativesthat different countries are implementing to promote specialised formation processes and
investigation into the different dimensions of desertification;

DECIDE
1 To encourage national and regional initiativesaimed at the formation of specialised human resources, with an integral
concept of sustainable development of the dry areas and the fight against desertification, in an investigative framework which
considers the different dimensions of desertification and the recovery of the traditional knowledge.
2. Request international agencies and organisations, donor agencies and community to provide significant support to

theseinitiatives.
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3.

Recommend to the countries that are developing theseinitiatives, to initiate a process of exchange of experience and

mutual strengthening.

Decision 15 Statutes of the Regional Executive Committee

Recalling that the first Regional Executive Committee was constituted at the Third Regional Meeting for Latin America and
the Caribbean held in Havana, Cuba.

Taking into account that the Regional Executive Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean plays central role in the co-
ordination of the activities for the implementation of the UNCCD in the region as mentioned in article 7.1(b).

In accordance with the stipulations of document [1ICRD/DOC.3/REV .2, (this document lays the basis for the establishment of
the REC), the CCD foca points in the region shall meet periodically at regional meetings. At each meeting a Regional
Executive Committee is elected to serve until the next meeting.

DECIDE

Statutes on the composition and participation in the Regional Executive Committee;

1

The Regiona Executive Committee shall comprise representatives from the four sub-regions of Latin America and the
Caribbean. The Caribbean sub-region shall have two representatives irrespective of the composition of the Committee.
RIOD shall have one representative with observer statues. To guarantee the representation of all the regions and to
avoid increasing the number of representatives, it is agreed that the region which has the Chair and the Vice-Chair of
the Committee will not designate another representative to the Committee. The Caribbean region shall designate an
additional representative in the case where it occupies the position of Chair or Vice-Chair.

The election of members of the REC shall be done in accordance with the established practicei.e. by consensus.
Statutes on the functioning and activities of the REC

The REC shall meet once at least (1) a year. Extraordinary meetings maybe held when considered necessary. The REC can
also meet during the Conferences of the Parties and at other meetings in which its members are participants; it will also
carry out its functions through the INTERNET. The Regiona Co-ordinating Unit (RCU) shall assist the Committee in the
organisation of these meetings.

The functions of the REC includes the follow-up of decisions of the regional meetings for Latin American and the
Caribbean with the @am of achieving the optimum implementation of the Convention and in particular the programmes at
the national, sub-regional and regional levels aswell as making recommendations for their improvement.

The RCU shall assist the REC in the preparation of its annual reports, especially those concerning the implementation of
the Regional Action Program (RAP). These reports shall be submitted to the Regional Meeting for consideration.

The President of the REC with the assistance of the UNCCD Secretariat will send once a month a report on the activities
undertaken to the members who must send their comments on the same within fifteen days. After consolidating this
document the President shall send it to all focal points through DESELAC. The representatives on the REC shdl inform
and consult with the country parties on the initiatives undertaken. The REC shall request the UNCCD Secretariat to send a
report of the regional meetingsto the Chairs of GRULAC in New Y ork, Geneva, Nairobi and Rome.
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7. The REC, in co-ordination with the UNCCD Secretariat and in the framework of the RAP, shall promote co-operation
among inter-governmental and non-governmental institutions with the aim of facilitating specific actions at the national,
sub-regional and regional levels.

8. The Chair or a member of the REC will attend the meetings of the Forum of the Ministers of the Environment of Latin
America and the Caribbean, as well as others on sustainable development of the region with the aim of informing on the
Convention activities inthe region.

9. The REC shall in co-ordination with the UNCCD Secretariat, seek the assistance of international agencies including those
of the United Nations system for the implementation of the mentioned decisions.

Financing of the Regiona Executive Committee

10. The UNCCD Secretariat, UNDP, UNEP and other relevant bodies shall provide the assistance necessary for the holding of

meetings of the REC.

Decision 16

Composition of the Regional Executive Committee

On the definition of the composition and participation of the Regional Executive Committee, the representatives to the sixth
regional meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean countries

DECIDE

To form the Regiona Executive Committee asfollows:

1

2,

President the representative of El Salvador

Vice-President the representative of Peru

Representatives from the Caribbean, Jamaicaand St. Lucia
Representative from the Southern Cone, Uruguay

Representative of RIOD, shall be selected by the same.

Decision 17

Synergies Between the Rio Conventions

The representatives of the Parties at this VI Regional Meeting have expressed the convenience and the need to promote actions
and strategies conducive to areal integration of work, aswell asto focus on the search for common objectives between the Rio

Conventions.

DECIDE




1. Torequest the Executive Secretaries of the Desertification, Climatic Change, and Biological Bio-diversity Conventionsto
promote the establishment of synergies between the three Conventions and to carry out short term pilot plans.

Decision 18 Expression of thanks to UNEP

The representatives of the governments present at the VI Regional Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean on the United
Nations Convention to Combat desertification

Considering that the Forum of the Ministries of Environment from LAC have expressed their interest to support the
implementation of the Convention in the region.

Taking into account that UNEP through its regiona office have been actively supporting the implementation of the
Convention, in particular the work of the Regional Co-ordination Unit.

DECIDE

1 To recognise UNEP’ s support and its commitment to the party countries of the region; in the preparation elaboration of
sub-regional and regional reports on the implementation of the Convention; as their valuable contribution to the work of the
Executive Committee and the Regional Co-ordination Unit.

2. Request that the UNEP and the Secretariat strengthen their co-operation to continue supporting the work of the
mentioned unit and in particul ar the implementation of the Regional Action Program.

3. That UNEP and the CCD Secretariat strengthen their co-operation with other agencies of the United Nations system
and international organisations, with related activities on the fight against |and degradation with the aim off achieving effective
implementation of the Convention in the region.

Decision 19 Expression of gratitude to the Government of SPAIN

The representatives of Governments and non-governmental organisations attending the VI UNCCD Regional Meeting for Latin
Americaand the Caribbean on the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification hosted in the city of San Salvador, El
Salvador, from 17 to 19 October 2000, being aware of the support that the Government of Spain has given to the holding of
these regional meetings,

Considering the significant assistance that the Government of Spain has provided for specific projectsin the region such asthe
Gran Chaco sub-regional program;

Recognising the continuing commitment of the said Government in supporting the countries of Latin Americaand the
Caribbean in their quest to achieve sustainable devel opment while protecting their environment:

DECIDE

1 To express on behalf of the Peoples and Governments of Latin A merica and the Caribbean sincere thanks to the
Government of Spain for its support to the regional implementation process over the years.
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2. To request the UNCCD Secretariat to convey to the Government of Spain through the relevant diplomatic channels the
appreciation of the Peoples and Governments of Latin America and the Caribbean for the efforts made by the said
Government in support of the implementation processin the region.

3. To request the Government of Spain to continue supporting the region in its efforts to achieve sustainable devel opment
and the protection of its environment.

Decision 20 Gratitude to the People and Government of El Salvador

The representatives of governments, international organisations and NGOs present at the VI Regional Meeting for Latin
America and Caribbean countries on the Convention of the United Nations to combat desertification, held in San Salvador, El
Salvador from October 17-19, 2000, considering the deliberation of this meeting:

DECIDE
1 To expressed the most profound recognition to the People and Government of El Salvador for it generous hospitality
for this meeting, which was the basis of its success,
2. To expressed its gratitude to the participants of the Meeting for the efforts made to achieve the objectives of the IV

Regional Meeting.




Annex |l

Workshop on Achievements, Opportunities and Challenges in Desertification and
Drought in Latin America and the Caribbean.

SUCCESSES
1 Theissueisalready on the educational agenda.
2. Thereis consciousinter-institutional co-ordination by governments.
3. Thereis greater awareness of the problem of land degradation, since the preparation of national reports.
4, Thereisa diagnosis of the land degradation problem.
5. Thereisan environmental legal framework in asignificant number of countries.
6. The Convention has been ratifies by almost all of the countries.
7. Thereis purposeful dialogue on the issue with the civil society.
8. The Caribbean countries are devel oping synergies between the Rio Conventions.
9. National committees that deal with environmental issues including land degradation have been established in the
Caribbean.
10. Development and submission to GEF of the project entitled “Conservation of Bio-diversity and Prevention of Land

Degradation in Caribbean Small Islands’ Ecosystems”.

11. Initial stepsin the preparation of national action programmes have been taken in some countries.
12. Initial assessment of the legislative framework.

13. Thereisincreased awareness of the need of early warning systems on drought.

14. Thereisincreased awareness among youth, including school children.

OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED (OPPORTUNITIES)

1 Theissueis not considered as priority on the agendas of the governments and there is therefore lack of commitment to
give political support to the fight against land degradation.

2. Few links between the governments and the civil society on thisissue.

3. Serious low levels of awareness in: the determination and implementation of policies; among the, genera public, the
private sector and international partners.

4, Lack of financing (programmes, activities and projects).
5. Lack of integration of the implementation processes among the Rio Conventions, in certain countries.
6. Non-existence of anational organism, inthe majority of countriesto facility the issue.
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10.

11.

12.

Land degradation is seen as an environmental problem and not in terms its socio-economic effects, such aslowering of
living in the rura world.

There are no impact indicators including economics ones, to determine the economic losses caused by land
degradation.

Lack of short, medium and long term follow-up strategies.
The issue of mitigation of the effects drought is not discussed in the NAPs.
Instability and changes of focal points and the representatives of the governments of the Region.

Non-existence of technical information on the state of land degradation, in some countries.

ASPECTSTO BE RESOLVED

1

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The creation, strengthening and consolidation of the national co-ordination bodies.
The promotion and application of the harmonisation of public policies.
Integrated management of the Rio Conventions through the environmental services.

Definition of the methodology for preparation of national action programmes, taking as a base participation at al
levels. Using as abase the FAO/UNEP methodology (Art. 10, Convention).

Strengthening the Regional Co-ordination Unity for it to fulfil the mandate given by the countries.
The NAPs must be included in integral programmes of priority to ensure or assist their implementation.

The temporal distribution of the population needs to be analysed from a gender perspective in the preparation and
implementation of the NAPSs.

To promote the sustainable diffusion of information on the problem of land degradation dry zones, at al levelsin
each country.

To develop programmes on environmental education to more effective reach the communities and that the integration
of the synergies of the other Rio Conventions be considered as regards the particular case of the dry zones.

Theinstitutional strengthening the focal points.
To analyse the land tenure as a structural problem of the land degradation.
To seek increased NGOs and civil society participation in this process.

To de-monopolise the Convention from the Ministries of Environment, under a clear development policy and that it
forms part of the national development and reconstruction plans.

To hold awareness seminarsin all the countries.

To develop relevant information systems and research of basic indicators on land degradation in the small island
states.

Re-evaluation of the systems and procedures of funds allocation and technical assistance to the Caribbean sub-region,
taking into consideration their special needs and vulnerability.
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ANNEX 11l

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Government Delegates

ARGENTINA
Pérez Pardo, Octavio Td: (+54 11) 434885 67/73
Director de Conservacién de Suelo Fax: (+54 11) 43488573
Secretaria de Recursos Naturalesy Desarrollo Sustentable C.E..desersuel o@sernah.ar

San Martin, Capital, Buenos Aires
P.O. Box 1004, Argentina

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

DornellaM. Seth Td: 212-541-4117
Government of Antigua” Barbuda Fax: 212-757-1607
610 Fifth Ave, Suit 311 C.E. dseth@un.int

New York, NY 10020

BARBADOS
Smith, Karen Td: (246) 431-7683
Ministry of Environment, Energy and Natural Resources4th Fax: (246) 437-8859
Flr. Frank Walcott Buildi ng envdivn@caribsurf_com
Culloden Road
St. Michael
Barbados.

BOLIVIA

Montoya Rivera, Marco Td: 5912311057
/Director General delaClasificaci[on detierrasy Cuencas. Fax: 5912312475
/Viceministerio de Medio Ambiente Recursos Naturalesy C.E. marn@ceibo.entelnet.bo

Desarrollo Forestal.
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BRASIL

Melo Neves, Marco JoséMinisterio Do Meio Ambiente/MMA  Tdl: 55 (61) 317-1456

Secretar[ia de Recursos Hidricos/SRH Fax: 55 (61) 226-9370

Project Manager Assistant. C.E. mneves@snirh.gov.br
CHILE

Soto, Guido Te: (56 51) 226 090

Cirecci[on Fax: 251073

Cordovez 281 C.E. gsoto@conaf.cl

LaSerena/ Chile

Viviane Castro SalinasErnesto Pinto Lagarrigue 218 Tel. 56-2 735 7559

6622874 Recoleta Fax: 56-2-737 2897

Santiago de Chile CE. earthact@ia.cl

COLOMBIA

Fajardo, Zoraida Tel: (+571) 288398 60

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente Fax:

Asesora de Negociacion Internacional CE.

Cdle37No.8—4 piso 2

COSTA RICA
Calvo Gamboa, LuisR. Tdl. (506) 296-2495
MAG - MINAE Fax: (506) 296-0858
Departamento Suelosy Evaluaci[on de Tierras C.E. Icavo@ns.mag.go.cr
Apdo. 10094, San Jos[e 1000 Ircalvo@earth.ac.cr
CostaRica

CUBA

Urquiza Rodriguez, MariaNery Te: (+537) 229351
Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnologiay Medio Ambiente Fax: (53-7) 22 7030y (537) 24 9031
(CITMA) C.E. nery@unepnet.inf.cu

Cale20y 18 A, Playa
LaHabana, Cuba
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ECUADOR

Vaarezo Manosalvas, Carlos Td: (+593 7) 584 802
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente Fax: (+593 7) 574 054

Quito CE.: pvalare@cue.satnet.net
Ecuador

EL SALVADOR

Salazar, Carlos Humberto Td: (+503) 278 06 70
Ministerio de Medio Ambientey Recursos Naturales C.E.: medioambiente@marn.gob.sv
Col. Jardines de laHacienda Pol. A-6 # 34, Ciudad Merliott
El Salvador
Guardado, Josué Mario Td: (503) 228 3262
Direccion General de Recursos Naturales Fax: (503) 228 3262
Ministerio de Agriculturay Ganaderia CE. josueg@saltel.net
Canton El Matazano, |lopango
El Salvador
GRENADA
Joseph, Alan Td: 440 2934, 440 6197
Ministerio de Agricultura Fax: 440 4191, 440 6197
Departamento Forestal C.E.: ENPD Carib Surf.com
St. Georges, Grenada Grenfdcaribsurf.com
GUATEMALA
Curruchiche, Julio (Ing.) Td:
CONAMA Fax:
Guatemala, CE
Guatemala.
HAITI
Michel, Roger Td:
Consultor del Despacho Fax:
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente CE

Puerto Principe, Haiti

27



GuerraAguilar, Roberto

Biodiversidad& SERNA

Subsecretar[ia del Ambiente

Tegucigalpa, Barrioo abajo, Calle Lafuente
Edificio Medina

Brown Philbert

Senior Director

Ministry of Water and Housing
6 St. LuciaAve.

Kingston 5, Jamaica

Obregon, Rafael

HONDURAS

Td: 2380178
Fax: 2380169
C.E. guerraroberto@mixmail.com

JAMAICA

Tdl: (+876) 754 45 43
Fax: (+876) 754 0975
C.E.: sdemow@cwjamaica.com

MEXICO

Tel: (52) 5658 8436

Secretaria de Medio Ambiente, Recursos Naturalesy Pesca Fax: 56 58 8974

Progreso 5, Col. Carmen, Coyoacan Col. Roma Sur

Mexico D.F.

Rivas, LeClair Carlos

C.E. robregon@semarnap.gob.mx

NICARAGUA

Tel: (+505) 263 19 94

Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales— MARENA Fax: (+505) 2331173

Director Biodiversidad y Recursos Naturales
Km 12 Y2 Carretera Norte frente a Zona Franca I ndustrial

Nicaragua

Vanegas, Fétima

C.E.: demac99@tmx.com.ni
Crivas@

Tel: (505) 2632830

Ministerio de Ambientey Recursos Naturales, MARENA Fax: 2331173

Km. 12%2 Carretera Norte,
Managua, Nicaragua

Corro, Victor Ralll

Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente— ANAM
DIRECCION Nacional de Recursos Hidricos
Ministerio de Ambiente

Apartado C, zona 0843 Balboa Ancon

CE. fhaydee92@hotmail.com
demac@tmx.com.ni

PANAMA

Tel: (+507) 232 7229
Fax: (+507) 232 7229
C.E. Vrcorro@hotmail.com
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Panam@, Republica de Panama

PARAGUAY
Molinas, Luis Td: (+595 21) 574-342
Secretariadel Ambiente Fax: (+595 21) 574-342
RutaMcal. EstigarribiaKm. 10.5 — San Lorenzo C.E.: luismolinas32@hotmail.com
Paraguay
PERU
Cervantes Galvez, César Td:
Instituto Nacional de Fax:
Recursos Naturales— INRENA CE
Lima, Pert
ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES
Murray, Raymond Td: 784-485-6992
Ministry of Health & the Environment Fax: 784-457-2684
Kingstown C.E.: svgenu@caribsurf.com
St. Vincent
W.I.
SURINAME
Pershad, Anil Td: 597-431130
NIMOS— National Institute for environment and 597 431170
Development in Suriname. C.E. nimos@sr.net
ST.LUCIA
Andrew, Michael Tdl: 758-450-2078, 452-2526
Forestry Department, Fax: 758-450-2278.
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. C.E. mamby@hormail.com
chiefforest@slumaffe.org
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Nelson, Howard P. Tel: 1868 627 9700 (extension -4208)
The Ministry of the Environment Fax: 1 868 625 1585

Level 16 C.E. howien@hotmail.com

Eric Williams Financial Complex

Independence Square

Port of Spain, Trinidad, West Indies

URUGUAY

Bga, Gisle Tel: 5982 917 06 15/917 0616
Ministerio de Vivienda, Ordenamiento Fax: 5982 917 0614
Territorial y Medio Ambiente C.E. gbgja@dinama.qub.uy
Asesoria de Asuntos Ambientales | nternacionales
Rncon 422, piso 3ero Montevideo
Uruguay.

VENEZUELA
Hidalgo Ochoa, Roberto E.Ministerio de Ambientey de los Tel: (+5802) 408 12 23/ 408.12.86
Recursos naturales Fax: (+58-2) 483.70.62
Direccion de suelos C.E.: edorta@marnr.gov.ve
Torre Sur Centro Simon Bolivar
Piso 5

Caracas, Venezuela

OBSERVERS

A.UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATIONS
1.- Agencies
Global Mechanism

Ryden, Per Tel: 3906-54 59 24 46
International Fund for Agricultural Development

Viadd Serafico 107

Rome 00142, Itdia

Saez, AnaTeresa Td: 39.06.5459 2150/2149



Global Mechanism of the CCD Fax: 39.06.504 3463
CE aseez@ifad.org

2.- Programmes

United Nations Development Program (PNUD)

Poulsen, Lene Td: (+1 212) 906 815
Technical Advisor Fax: (+1 202) 906 645
One UN Plaza 7C.E.: lene.poulsen@undp.org

New York 10017, NY, USA

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)

Rodriguez Capetillo, Rafael Td: (+525) 202 48 41
Blvd. delosVirreyesNo. 155 Fax: (+525) 202 09 50
Col. Lomas Virreyes C.P. 11000 C.E. rrodriguez@rol ac.unep.mx

México D.F., México

B. INTERNACIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (BID)

L 6pez Ocaria, Carlos Td: (+202) 623 18 47
Senior Ecol ogist Fax: (+202) 623 17 86
I nter-American Devel opment Bank CE. carlos @iadb.org

1300 New York Ave. NW
Woashington, DC 20577, USA

CATIE
Wesselman, Sebastian Tel: 506 556 1530
CATIE
Turriaba C.E. swessel @catie.ac.cr
CostaRica
Juarez, Adrian Td: (502) 476 7112
CATIE Fax: (504) 476 7112
28 Cdle9-55Zonall CE. juarezgu@terra.com.qgt

Ciudad de Guatemala, Guatemala



Silva, LuisAlonso
CATIE/El Salvador

Merega, Luis
Fundacion del Sur
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Arglello, AngelaMaria
Ecociencia

Andaluz, Carlos
PROTERRA
Lima, Pert

Mufioz Ruano, Juan Francisco
Ahuachapan en Marcha
Ahuachapan,

El Salvador

Moreno Orellana, José Roberto
CESTA

San Salvador

El Salvador

Tel: (503) 261-2036, 2037, 2038
Fax: (503) 261-2039

NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Fundacion del Sur

Td: (+54 11) 430 70 545
Fax: (+54 11) 436 18549
C.E.: lmemerega@f sur.wamani.apc.orq

EcoCiencia

Tel: 593 2 451 338/9
Fax: 5932249334
C.E. ecoman@hoy.net

Proterra

Td: 511446 6363, 242 0238, 242 0239
Fax: 511 446 6363, 242 0238, 242 0239
CE. andaluz@terra.com.pe

Ahuachapan en Marcha

Td: (+503) 447 7358, 443 1267
Fax: (+503) 447 2337
C.E.: ahuachapanenmarcha@tutopia.com

CESTA

Td: 220-0046
Fax: 220-3313
CE. cesta@es.com.cv
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CADU

Escobar, Jorge Alberto Td: (503) 604 4004, (503) 604 4007
CADU, LaUnion Fax: (503) 604 4004.

El Salvador CE -

Benavides Osorio, Oscar Alberto Td: (503) 604 4165, 604 4261
CADU Fax: (503) 604 4165

LaUnion CE. -

El Salvador

Earthaction Network

Castro Salinas, Viviane Td: (+56 2) 7357559
Regional Coordinator Latin America and the Caribbean Fax: (+56 2) 735 28 97
Antonia Lépez de Bello 024 C.E.: carthac@interaccess.cl
Santiago, Chile

Pronaturaleza
Montero, Mario Td: (+537) 338054
Coordinador Desertificacion C.E.: mmontero@gtmo.inf.cu
PRONATURALEZA

LaHabana, Cuba

Rodriguez, Josg A. Td: (+537) 382318
Fax: (+537) 3826 72
C.E.: dacc@gtma.inf.cu

D. SECRETARIAT

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought
(CCD)

Oramas Oliva, Oscar Td: (+49 228) 81528 26
C.E.: coramas@unccd.int

Cox, Richard Td: (+49 228) 815 28 27
C.E.: rcox@unccd.int

Ortiz, Rosario Tel: +49 228 8152830
Fax: +49228 8152897

CE. rortiz@unccd.int

Zelaya, SergioA. Td. (504) 229113



Pabon, Angela

Facultad de Ciencias Agrondmicas
Universidad de El Salvador

San Salvador

El Salvador

Sandoval, Ovidio Amilcar

UCA

Final Av. José Matias Delgado Norte -3
SantaAna, El Salvador

Hernandez, Silvana

Universidad Dr. Jose Matias Delgado
San Salvador

El Salvador

GarciaRivera, Francisco Antonio
Universidad Técnica L atinoamericana
P.O.Box 2217

San Salvador, El Salvador, C.A.

Ostergaard, Tom Dahl
COWI A/S

Paradlelvg 15
DK-2800 Lyngby
Dinamarca.

Henriquez V., Mauricio Alfredo
EcondmicaAmbiental, SA.deC.V.
Pasgje San Jorge -4

Urbanizacion San Jorge
Prolongacion Alameda Juan Pablo |1
San Salvador, El Salvasdor

Dominguez, Carlos Arturo
EcondmicaAmbiental, SA.deC.V.

Fax: (504) 229 0436
CE. szelaya@sdnhon.org.hn

E. UNIVERSITIES

Td: (503) 225 6903 extension 4612
Fax: (503) 225 1506
C.E. apabon@biblio.ues.edu.sv

Td: (503) 2734400
Fax: (503) 2738140

Tel: (503) 278 10 11, extension 148
Fax: (503) 289-5314
CE. shsegura@hotmail.com

Td: (503) 228 1917
Fax: (503) 2284775
CE. utla@mail.nttch.net

F. CONSULTANTS

Td: +454597 2211
Fax: +454597 22 12

G. PRIVATE SECTOR

Tel: (503) 2600824
Fax: (503) 2712844
C.E. cardomin@unete.com.sv

Tel: (503) 2600824
Fax: (503) 2712844
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ANNEX IV

STATUTES ON THE ORGANISATION AND FUNCTIONING OF THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ON THE CONVENTION TO
COMBAT DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT (UNCCD)

1 Background

1.1 The Regional Executive Committee (REC) for Latin America and the Caribbean plays a central rolein the co-ordination of
activities for the implementation of the UNCCD in theregion.

1.2 Inaccordance with the stipulation of document |11CRD/DOC.3/REV .2 (this document lays the basis for the establishment
of the REC), the CCD foca points in the region shall meet periodically at regional meetings. At each meeting a Regional
Executive Committeeis elected to serve until the next meeting.

2. Composition of and participation in the Regional Executive Committee

2.1 Inaccordance with Decision 4 of the Antigua and Barbuda Regional Meeting (May 1998), the REC shall be composed of
one (1) representative from each of the following sub-regions: Meso-America, the Caribbean, the Andean countries and the
Southern Cone and one representative from RIOD. The President shall be the representative of the host country of the Regional
Meeting at which the Committee was elected. The immediate past President shall serve as the Vice-President of the newly
€elected Committee. There shall not be two representatives from the same sub-region.

2.2 The election of members of the REC shall be donein accordance with the established practice, i.e. by consensus.

3. Functioning and activities of the REC

31 The REC shall meet at least once (1) a year. Extraordinary meetings may be held when considered necessary. The
REC can also meet during the Conferences of the Parties and at other meetings in which its members are participants; it will
also carry out its functions through the INTERNET. The Regional Co-ordinating Unit (RCU) shall assist the Committee in the
organisation of these meetings.

3.2 The functions of the REC include the follow-up of the decisions of the regional meetings for Latin American and the

Caribbean with the aim of achieving the optimum implementation of the Convention and in particular the programmes at the
national, sub-regional and regional levels, aswell as making recommendations for the improvement of the same.

33 The RCU shall assist the REC in the preparation of its annual reports, especially in the preparation of those concerning

the implementation of the Regional Action Programme (RAP). These reports shall be submitted to the Regional Meeting for
consideration.

3.4 The President of the REC, with the assistance of the UNCCD Secretariat, will send once a month to the members, a
report on the activities undertaken, who must then send their comments on the same within fifteen days. After consolidating

36



this document the President shall send this report to all focal points through DESELAC. The regional representatives on the
REC shall inform and consult with the country parties on the initiatives undertaken.

3.5 The REC shall request the Secretariat of the UNCCD to send areport of the regional meetings to the Chairs of
GRULAC in New Y ork, Geneva, Nairobi and Rome.

3.6 The REC, in co-ordination with the UNCCD Secretariat and in the framework of the RAP, shall promote co-operation
among inter-governmental and non-governmental institutions with the aim of facilitating specific actions at the national, sub-
regional and regional levels.

3.7 The Chair or amember of the REC will attend the meetings of the Forum of the Ministers of the Environment of Latin
America and the Caribbean, as well as other fora on sustainable development of the region with the aim of informing on the
activitiesin the region in the framework of the Convention.

3.8 The REC shdll, in co-ordination with the UNCCD Secretariat, seek the assistance of international agenciesincluding those
of the United Nations system for the implementation of the mentioned decisions.

4 Financing of the Regional Executive Committee

4.1 The UNCCD Secretariat, UNDP, UNEP and other relevant bodies shall provide the assistance necessary for the holding of
meetings of the REC and for financing its other activities.

PROCEDURES FOR THE NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN FOR THE COMMISSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

In the interest of facilitating effective negotiation of the positions of the Latin Americaand the Caribbean region during the
Conference of the Parties, the following procedures are suggested for adoption:

1 As regards the participation of the delegates of the region in the Committees and /or the Active Groups of the
Conference of the Parties, it would be most practical to nominate these representatives during the meetings of
GRULAC formed at the COPs. This will be a more efficient process of selection depending on the dynamics of the
negotiation processes.

2. The nomination of the representatives of Latin America and the Caribbean will be done by the national focal points of
member states of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification.

3. During the conference of the Parties, the representatives of Latin America and the Caribbean will analyse the most
relevant points of the Agendain order to present a strategy to obtain optimal results for the benefit of the region.

4, The nomination of speakers of the region to participate in the different commissions or working groups of the COP,
does not imply that the interested countries can not participate and express their points of view.

5. The speakers nominated must report daily to the GRULAC on the results of their negotiations, and the working
directives will be examined in the corresponding instances.

6. Drafting groups will be formed to prepare proposed declarations in the name of GRULAC which will be approved
during GRULAC meetings.

7. It isimportant to use all means of information at the COP headquarters, such as the stands designated for the regions.
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ACTIONS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF THE ROLE OF THE
REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The strengthening of the Regional Co-ordination Unit is fundamental for the proper functioning of the Executive
Committee and thus the governments of the region are invited to make financial contributions towards the budget for
the functioning of the Regional Co-ordination Unit, headquartered in Mexico, according to the scale of voluntary
contributions which was discussed in Recife, 1999.

To request of the Secretary of the Convention, the Director of the Global Mechanism, as well as the World Bank, the
Inter-American Development Bank, UNDP, UNEP and GEF to prepare specific financial plans in support of the
National, Sub-regional and Regional Action Programmes.

To request from the organisations of the United Nations, bilateral and multilateral agencies, to continue supporting the
decisions adopted at the regional meetings, where specific projects or actions have been adopted at the national, sub-
regional and regional levels.

To promote a strategy in the region aimed at making the government authorities and the different national actors aware
of land degradation and their social and economic consequences for the popul ation.

To cooperate with the countries in the drafting and implementation of their respective National Action Plans.



ANNEX V

VI UNCCD Regional Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean

17" October

8:30— 945

10:00 — 10:30

10:30- 11:00

11:00-11:15

11:15- 12:00

12:00- 13:00

13.00—-15:.00

15:00—-18:30

19:30

18" October

9:00—10:45

10:45- 11:00

11:00-— 12:45

12:45- 15.00

15.00—-18:45

San Salvador, El Salvador, 17" - 19" October 2000.

AGENDA

Arrival and registration of the participants

Opening of by the Minister of Environment of El Salvador, Dra. AnaMaria Mgjano, by the
Executive Secretary of the UNCCD Mr. HamaArbaDialo.

Election of the Chairman and officer; comments of the organisation of the meeting.

Report of the President of the Workshop for Focal Points on the conclusions coming out
from the meeting.

Report of the President of the Regional Executive Committee of the outcomes of the
activities developed since the V Regiona Meetingin Lima.

Report of the UNCCD-Secretariat on the activities being held in the Region. Comments.

Lunch break

Examination of the conclusions coming out of the National Reports to be presented at the
fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties introduced by the Secretariat.
Examination of the conclusion coming out from the reports on the implementation of the
Regional Action Program and Sub-regional activities.

Cocktail offered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador.

Presentation on El Gran Chaco by Antonio Medina Netto.

Coffee break.

Presentation of the reports of the Regional Co-ordinating Unit and examination of the work
of the same and proposals for itsimprovement by Rafael Rodriguez Capetillo.

Lunch break

Exchange of opinion concerning the positions of the Region on the main topics of the
Fourth Session of the Conference of the Parties.

39



19" October

9:.00—-9:30

9:30-10:00

10:00-10:30

10:30—10:45
10:45-11:15

11:15-11:45

11:45-12:15
12:45—16:00

16:00 -

20" — 21% October

Presentation of the report on the problem of the desertification, especially in Central
America

General diagnosis of the problem of desertification.

Presentation of the report on the social, economic and environmental impact of the
desertification and drought in Latin American and the Caribbean.

Coffee break.
Presentation of the report on monitoring and early warning systems.

Presentation of the report on integration and participation of the private sector on the
implementation of the National, Sub-regional and Regional Action Programs.

Support at sub-regional level and plans for assistance at the national level.
Lunch bresk.
Adoption of conclusions recommendations and final report.

Cocktail offered by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.

(Meeting with the Global Mechanism. Agendawill be distributed |ater)



