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VII REGIONAL MEETING OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT 

 
LA SERENA, CHILE, 21 TO 24 AUGUST, 2001 

 
FINAL REPORT 

I. Background 
 
1. The Regional Annex for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification and Drought establishes the need to carry out regional meetings in 
order to strengthen the co-operation and exchange of information among country Parties and 
implement the Annex concerning the Regional Programme.  

 
2.  In this context, the Latin America and Caribbean country Parties have held six (6) Regional 

Meetings, respectively, in Argentina, Mexico, Cuba, Antigua and Barbuda, Peru and El 
Salvador to identify priority actions, and establish and develop sub-regional and regional co-
operation through a Regional Action Program to Combat Desertification.  

 
3.  The present Regional Meeting, the 7th, was convened in co-ordination with the Government 

of Chile, in La Serena, Chile, from 21 to 24 August 2001.  
 
II. Objectives of the Meeting 
 
4. The objectives of the Seventh Regional Meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean 

countries were the following:  
 

4.1 To exchange experiences on the use and application of indicators and 
benchmarks in the implementation process of National Action Programmes; 

4.2 To exchange experiences on the use and application of traditional knowledge, 
both in local and indigenous communities, in the process of combating 
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought; 

4.3 To become familiar with the concrete experiences of the host country in the field 
of mitigation of drought and land degradation; 

4.4 To be informed of the progress realised in the implementation of the Convention 
in the Region; 

4.5 To be informed of the work carried out by the Regional Executive Committee; 
4.6 To examine the progress realised in activities of the Regional Action Programme; 
4.7 To examine the conclusions of the national report synthesis recently submitted to 

the UNCCD Ad Hoc Working Group, following the request of the COP in its third 
and forth session.  

 
III. Participation 
 
5.  All the Latin American and Caribbean country Parties to the Convention were invited to the 
Meeting, as well as regional and sub-regional intergovernmental organisations, United Nations 
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agencies and non-governmental organisations.  Twenty-eight governmental representatives of 
countries of the region, fifteen representatives of international, regional and sub-regional 
organisations, five non-governmental organisations and fourteen organisations from Chile 
attended the meeting.  The list of participants is included in Annex III of this document.  
 
Item 1 of the Agenda: Opening of the Meeting. 
 
6. The Opening Ceremony took place on Tuesday, 21 August 2001 in La Serena Club Resort 

Hotel, La Serena Chile.  Ambassador Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought, and Mr. Carlos Weber, 
Executive Director of the Chilean Forest Service (CONAF) and Mr. Renán Fuentealba 
Regional Governor, whom on behalf of the Government of Chile, opened the Seventh 
Regional Meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean country Parties to the UNCCD.  

 
1.2 ORGANISATION OF WORK. 
 

1.2.1 Election of Bureau of the Meeting. 
 
The Meeting decided that the Bureau was to be made up by the following country 
delegates: 
 
President:   Chile  Mr. Carlos Weber 
Vice-President:  Nicaragua Mr. Carlos Rivas Leclair 
Rapporteur:   Jamaica Mr. Philbert Brown 
 
1.2.2 Approval of the Agenda Meeting. 

 
7. The Meeting approved with amendments the provisional Agenda as in Annex II of this 

report.  
 
Item 2 of the Agenda: Workshop on Desertification Benchmarks and Indicators.  
 
Mr. Ahmed Cissoko, Principal Scientific Advisor of the Secretariat to the CCD gave a 

presentation on desertification benchmarks and indicators, based on the results of the 
reports for Latin America and the Caribbean in the meeting of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group, held in Bonn, Germany, in April 2001. 

 
Mrs. Elena Abraham from the Argentine Institute for Investigation of Arid Zones (IADIZA) gave a 

presentation on the same topic, followed by Mr. Fernando Santibáñez of the University 
of Chile. 

 
The delegates conformed three Working Groups (South America, Caribbean and Mesoamerica) 

for the exchange opinions and the preparation of concrete actions for the use of 
desertification benchmarks and indicators tools.  
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The Argentine Delegation was designated as General Facilitator of the activities and each group 
had a Facilitator and a Rapporteur. 

• South America:  Facilitator Brazil, Rapporteur Perú 
• Mesoamerica:  Facilitator Mexico, Rapporteur Argentina 
• Caribbean:  Facilitator Chile, Rapporteur Grenada 

 
At the end of deliberations, each group presented the following conclusions: 
 
10.1 SOUTH AMERICA GROUP 
 

• To create indicators, interaction is necessary between national institutions such as 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Environment etc.  
Also needed is a transversal and intersectional vision. 

• Community awareness is important at different levels.  Local communities would 
identify a framework of indicators.  It is important to rely on the population’s 
perception of these processes. 

• The elements that may be considered in the elaboration of indicators: 
i. Discontinuity of governments in the follow-up of topics. 
ii. Decentralisation process 
iii. Institutional management, strengthening and development 
iv. Connection between physical, social and economic aspects 
v. Harmonisation of public policy 
vi. Emphasis on the topic of gender, referring to women and children 

 
• Indicators must be taken into account for the NAPs, and included for their follow 

through.  This is a fundamental tool for the evaluation and monitoring of the 
implementation process in the pursuit of co-operation and financing of the 
international organisations. 

 
• It is necessary to include the topic of desertification in policies regarding water, soil 

and the fight against poverty, as well as in policies of development and establishing 
synergy with the climate change and biodiversity conventions. 

 
• The work methodology on indicators would be: 

i. Identification of people or teams that have the capacity for co-operation 
ii. Definition of a common work mechanism (meeting calls, discussion lists 

and messages) 
iii. The listing of problems to be assessed, and the corresponding indicators 

and establishment of gaps of information. 
iv. Prioritise the indicators and define the work scale at the different levels. 
v. It is necessary to validate the methodologies already developed in order 

that may be adopted. 
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• There must be regional, sub-regional and local indicators. These must include 
indicators of sub-regional, regional and local projects and in the last case, generate 
pilot areas. Also, the data should be integrated and incorporated in environmental 
standards and legal frameworks. 

 
• Problems to overcome in the elaboration of indicators: 

i. Institutionalisation and co-ordination between institutions. 
ii. Continuity and precision in the collection of data. 
iii. Diversity of methodology. 
iv. Actualisation and investigation of data. 

 
• The identification of the user is important as well as who is willing to pay for the 

service in such way as to not depend exclusively on financial co-operation, and how 
the indicators link to the solution of problems and how the demand relates to the 
development of information. 

 
10.2 Mesoamerica Group 
 

• The problem of desertification must be “visualised” within the countries as well as at 
the international level to facilitate measurement and prioritisation and above all to be 
introduced in the agendas of the policymakers. 

 
• The severity of the problem of desertification must be demonstrated along with its 

social and environmental consequences. Presently, following hurricane Mitch, the 
sub-region has been affected by a prolonged drought which has deteriorated even 
more the population’s living conditions, generating hunger, poverty and migration.  

 
• This situation emphasises the direct and urgent social implications of desertification 

problems (land ownership, employment, migration, etc.) and the transversality of the 
causes and effects, which differentiates the objectives of prior conventions such as 
those of biodiversity, climate changes, etc. 

 
• All the Mesoamerican countries show a high interest in obtaining a system of 

monitoring and follow up of desertification based on indicators that arise from those 
problems identified as priorities. Not only physical/biological problems must be 
considered, but also specifically socio-economic, cultural, politic-institutional and 
managerial aspects as well. It has been acknowledged that working with indicators is 
the most effective tool in achieving the proposed objectives. 

 
• The countries in the subregion have developed high national capacities in the 

inventory of processes and in other environmental phenomenom that may be used in 
obtaining and evaluating indicators: databases, information, established human 
resources, institutional capacity and coordination. With little effort, and with technical 
and financial co-operation, information can be organized, lacking information can be 
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obtained and a system of follow up and monitoring of desertification can be designed 
with the support of the countries that have already achieved the process in the 
region.   

 
• The countries in Mesoamerica are currently at different phases of developing their 

NAPs with the exception of Mexico and Nicaragua who have already achieved them. 
To accelerate the process, the Secretariat of the Convention has offered to celebrate 
a workshop in November 2001 to promote the elaboration process of the NAPs in 
those countries which have not yet developed them and conclude with SAP. This will 
be done in the agreement of the CCED. 

 
• The countries show interest in developing their own systems of follow up and 

monitoring of desertification and at the same time make the effort to develop a 
regional system and participate in south-south co-operation. 

 
10.3 CARIBBEAN GROUP 
 
The group considered the following points to be of importance: 

• Lessons learned from Cuba include experiences in dealing with special periods of 
drought  

• Application of indicators and benchmarks at the national and local level. 
• The indicators are identified for policymakers, technicians and farmers. 
• For the farmers, the indicators were obtained by constant observation at the local 

level. The Cuban experience can contribute towards the development of a model by 
other countries in the Caribbean region. 

 
Looking at some of the issues: 

• Availability and access to information. 
• Identifying the institutional capacity in each country. 
• A needs analysis to define the key issues and priorities at the national level. 
• Coordinate existing capacity in-country and in the region. 
• Diagnostics of existing problems (bio-physical and socio-economic structures) 

related to desertification and drought. 
• The need to establish channels for lateral cooperation within the region. 
• There is a need to develop a list of experts to assist with the needs of the different 

countries in the sub-region. 
• There is a need to define a common framework that can be adapted to specific 

needs of the countries of the caribbean sub-region. The framework should take into 
consideration that countries are at different levels of implementation of the CCD 
(NAS, NAP). 

 
Common framework: 
 



 
 

FINAL REPORT, 7TH LAC REGIONAL MEETING 
LA SERENA, CHILE 21-24 AUGUST, 2001 

 
 

U  N  C  C  D  
 

 

 7

Problems – causes – solutions to be dealt with at both the institutional and the local level. The 
desertification monitoring system (DMS), as a suggested approach will lead to development of a 
national strategy. The DMS will rely on the benchmarks and indicators.  
 

• The framework can be developed by experts from the Caribbean region and 
other sub-regions. 

• The suggested venue is St. Lucia with Surinam as an alternative. 
• The suggested timeframe is March 2002. 
• Countries need to make their contributions regarding the content of the agenda of 

the workshop by January 18th 2002.  
• The two countries in the regional committee along with the host country will co-

ordinate the organisation of the workshop. 
 

Additionally: 
 

• The countries request the Secretariat to take the necessary action for the 
organisation and planning of the workshop to define a common framework that can 
be adapted to specific needs in the sub-region. The main objective of the workshop 
will be to design a common framework for the development of benchmarks and 
indicators as part of a desertification monitoring system for implementation in the 
Caribbean sub-region. 

 
• The countries request that the secretariat develop a concept paper based on the 

contributions received from member countries of the sub-region. 
 
10.4 As general conclusions for the Region of Latin America and the Caribbean the 

following points were identified: 
 
• The problem of desertification must be given “visibility”, within the countries as well as at an 

international level, and be strongly introduced in the agendas of policymakers. 
 
• The development of the indicator themes must be integrated in the National Action 

Programs (NAPs). 
 
• The NAPs must be integrated in the policies of national development. 
 
To define in the short-run: 

• A working method 
• Establish a common framework of action. 
• Identify and apply the existing institutional capacities. 
• Organise priorities 
• Establish channels of participation and carry out horizontal actions of co-

operation in the region. 
• Emphasise south-south co-operation. 
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• Generate indicators at a local, national, sub-regional and regional level. 
 
• Integrate a group of basic common indicators in a Follow-up and Monitoring 

System of Desertification. 
 
• Include the NGOs in the consulting process and implement the follow-up and 

monitoring system for desertification. 
 
• Utilise the countries National Reports that were presented in the Work Group 

Session during the COP 4 as a starting point to: 
• Improve the diagnostics by country. 
• Utilise them as sources of data for the creation and assessment of 

indicators. 
 
• All the countries agreed on the necessity to obtain technical and financial 

mechanisms of co-operation for the development of the proposed initiatives. 
 
10.5 During the meeting the following actions were proposed: 
 

• Organise and celebrate in the Caribbean, in March 2002, a workshop to define a 
common framework that can be adapted to specific needs in the sub-region. The 
main objective of the workshop will be to design a common framework for the 
development of benchmarks and indicators as part of a desertification monitoring 
system for implementation in the sub-region. 

 
• Convene in November 2001, in Mesoamerica, a workshop to promote the 

elaboration process of the NAPs in those countries which have not yet developed 
them and conclude with the Program of Sub-regional Action (SAP). Also, develop 
initiatives to advise of early warnings of severe drought which affect the majority 
of the countries in the sub-region. 

 
• To advance in South America in the management and fulfilment of the 

“Attainment and Evaluation of Indicators for Latin America and the Caribbean” 
Project. 

 
• Organise the experiences in Argentina, Chile and Cuba and make them available 

to the countries in the Region. 
 

Item 3 of the Agenda: Report of the CCD Secretariat on the activities carried out in the 
region and activities of the UNCCD regarding the COP 5. 

 
11. Mr. Oscar Oramas, representative of the Secretariat of the Convention presented the report 

on the activities of the UNCCD in Latin America and the Caribbean to fulfil the agreements 
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of the sixth Regional Meeting, held in San Salvador, El Salvador in October 2000. These 
were concentrated on a review of activities carried out during 2000-2001 taking as a main 
basis the results of the Ad Hoc Working Group. 

 
12.  Mr. Oramas also emphasised on the fulfilment of the growing level of activity regarding the 

topics of the CCD. By way of example, he cited a series of awareness seminars and 
international fora held during 2000-2001. Underlining the meeting of the Caribbean countries 
with the European Community, exchanges with African Countries on saline soils, awareness 
seminars on the topics of desertification and drought in seven countries of the Region and 
the finalisation of the national action programmes in three countries which means that by 
2002, ten countries in the Region will have their NAPs; and eight additional countries will be 
in a position to finalise them during the same year. 

 
13. Regarding the decision related to the Regional Co-ordination Unit, the Secretariat informed 

that a new proposal is being prepared to make the unit operational. Some delegates 
expressed  their concern that in the current meeting the RCU, and UNEP were absent from 
this forum, which is the last prior to the celebration of COP 5 of desertification and Rio +10. 
The Executive Secretary of the CCD, Abassador Hama Arba Diallo shared the concern of 
the delegates, which noted the absence of some financial and sustainable development 
organisations invited to this meeting. 

 
14. After wide debate, in which twenty-three country delegates participated and several national 

and international agencies, the report of the Secretary was approved. 
 
15. Mr Oramas emphasised that the Secretary has prepared a synthesis of the National Report 

and a report on the recent work of the Ad Hoc Working Group, which can be found in the 
Secretariats’ web page. Also, he reported on the relevant topics to be considered by the 
Conference of the Parties, at its fifth session. 

 
Item 4 of the Agenda: Report of the out-going President of the Regional Executive 

Committee. 
 
16. The Representative of El Salvador, Mr. Carlos Salazar, submitted to the delegates the 

report of the Executive Committee, emphasising that diverse activities were planned and 
carried out according to its last two meetings held this year. He also was grateful for the 
support received by the other committee members and by the Secretariat in the 
achievement of his work plan. He requested support for Central America and the Caribbean, 
the completion of awareness seminars in the countries of the Region and NAPs’ formulation 
in all countries. 

 
17. The representatives expressed their gratitude to the out-going President of the REC for the 

presentation of the report. 
 
Item 5 of the Agenda: Regional Programmes 
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18. The delegates of Argentina and Bolivia, representing the Regional Programs for the Gran 
Chaco Americano and the Puna Americana respectively, reported on the current status of 
their implementation. The objectives of these programs are to improve the socio-economic 
conditions of the population and the sustainable development of said ecosystems through 
participative approaches. 

 
19. The presentation of the regional programs caused ample debate, emphasising again in the 

absence of international organisations and donors with the notable exception of the Inter-
american Development Bank, the GTZ and the Global Mechanism, who informed on the 
operational procedures and required steps for the reception of applications. 

 
20. The delegates agreed upon the need to continue mobilising existing national resources to 

trigger international linked effects (partnerships), as the provision of domestic resources in 
said programs has been generally greater than the mobilisation of international funds. 

 
Item 6 of the Agenda: The Global Mechanism 
 
21. The representative of the Global Mechanism, Mrs. Ana Saez gave a presentation on the 

objectives, activities and strategies of the Global Mechanism in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, including linkages with other international co-operation agencies such as the 
GEF. She also addressed the re-activation of the Public Policy Project in Selected Countries 
of the Region, expressing that during the meeting, its co-ordinator, Mr. Gonzalo Chapela y 
Mendoza, will meet with the focal points of those respective countries (Mexico, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Peru and Chile). 

 
22. The delegates exchanged extensively on the Global Mechanism report, stating that the level 

of activities in the Region has increased since COP 2, when the managing Director was 
criticised for lack of action in the Region. Mention was made on the means of collaboration 
of the GM with the FAO and IFAD. 

 
Item 7 of the Agenda: Activities of the COP 5 for Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
23. The Executive Secretary of the Convention outlined the three topic areas that will be 

discussed in the Conference of the Parties of the CCD at its fifth session, which is to be held 
in Geneva, Switzerland, 1 to 12 October 2001. The activities refer to a technical segment 
(from 1 to 5, October), a high level segment (8 and 9, October), and other technical works 
(10 to 12, October). The establishment of the Revision Committee on the Implementation of 
the Convention (CRIC) was emphasised, the improvement in the effectiveness of the 
Convention, the future relations with the GEF and the preparation and insertion of the topics 
of the Convention in the meeting of the Rio +10, in Johannesburg, South Africa. He also 
mentioned that the high level segment may serve as a positive exchange for the countries of 
the Region, only when and if, they were to have a representation not only of Ministers and 
Vice-Ministers but also at the Presidential level for the countries. 
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24. The Representatives debated and exchanged their concerns regarding the lack of financing 
to assure the presence in the COP 5 of high level governmental personalities, which is most 
serious in the smaller countries of the Region. Nevertheless, they considered a point of 
great importance to agree on and implement a negotiation strategy for the issues of the 
COP 5, in order to optimise regional opportunities. A contact group was created to make the 
division of the negotiation topics, so that the representatives of the countries could express 
their particular interests and assure a Regional presence in all of them. This contact group 
submitted the status of negotiation, which is included in the Annex IV of this report. 

 
Item 8 of the Agenda: Report on the Synergy Workshop among Sustainable Development 

Conventions held in La Paz, Bolivia in August of 2001. 
 
25. Mr. Marco Montoya, delegate of Bolivia, reported on the event held in Bolivia with the 

support of the Secretariat, and emphasised in the four operational lines of the joint activities 
schedule for the focal points and other stakeholders regarding topics of synergy and 
interlinkages of the following conventions: Climate Change, Biodiversity, Ramsar and 
Desertification. He emphasised particularly about the preparation on the framework for 
actions, the supporting financial mechanisms and the need to act based on a broad and 
active local participation. The desired results of the synergistic exercises are to achieve a 
better proposal capability in the country, to better take advantage of foreign assistance and 
to optimise governance. 

 
Item 9 of the Agenda: Case Study of the Elaboration Process of the NAP in Nicaragua. 
 

26.-The Representative of Nicaragua, Mr. Carlos Rivas Leclair, gave a presentation on the 
recently completed process of the NAP preparation of this country, the first in the Region 
of Central America. Mr. Rivas emphasised the high level of community participation in 
the eight workshops, which took place throughout the year, in different communities of 
the country. Among the possibilities for its prompt implementation, he identified the need 
to have similar programs in other countries from the sub-region which share ecosystems 
with Nicaragua (Honduras and Costa Rica) and the need to hold, at the shortest 
timeframe possible, a round table with the donor community interested in NAP 
implementation in Nicaragua.   

 
27. The participants congratulated the Nicaraguan delegation for the very clear presentation 

of their NAP process and expect that other countries in similar conditions should follow 
their example. 

 
Item 10 on the agenda: Drought: The Chilean experience. 
 
28. Mr. Patricio Aceituno, from the Geophysics Department of the University of Chile, gave a 

presentation on the ENSO phenomenon, and its dynamics in several regions of Latin 
America. The very high quality of his presentation called for questions related to the 
replication possibilities of the diagnostics and forecasts in other countries of the Region, 
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aiming to design systems for early warning, prevention and adaptation to climatic 
variability. 

 
Item 11 of the agenda: Local and indigenous communities. 
 
29. Mr. Julio Curruchiche, Guatemalan delegate, presented the issue of the existing need to 

include, at the policy making and technical level, the issue of indigenous communities, 
generally poor, who live in affected zones and that are excluded from sustainable 
development processes.  He mentioned that the Latin American and the Caribbean 
Region have an important stock of cultural and traditional knowledge that come from 
indigenous communities. 

 
30. Similarly, Mr. Miguel Torrico, from the “Comité Nacional Pro Defensa de la Fauna y 

Flora”, CODEFF, gave a presentation on practical approaches with reliable results in 
combating desertification, based on processes decentralised towards the community. 
The project “Capacitación para la Formulación de Proyectos para Combatir la 
Desertificación en Tres Regiones de Chile”, has recently concluded with positive results. 
After his report, the delegates watched a video related to the formulation and 
implementation of this project. 

 
Item 12 of the agenda: Traditional knowledge. 
 
31. The scientific adviser to the CCD, Mr. Ahmed Cissoko, took the floor and expressed the 

importance of traditional knowledge and practices in combating desertification 
particularly the issues of poverty reduction and the attainment of higher levels of land 
productivity among local communities.  Similarly Ms. Nery Urquiza, from Cuba, and Mr. 
Cesar Cervantes, from Peru, emphasised the goodness of traditional practices in 
sustainable management of lands and water, reporting real cases from their countries. 

 
32. The country delegates and participants from international institutions broke into three 

working groups (South America, the Caribbean and Mesoamerica) to exchange views 
and to identify practical usage of traditional knowledge in combating desertification. 

 
The Delegation from Saint Lucia was designated as General Facilitator of the activities 
and each group had a Facilitator and a Rapporteur. 

• South America: Facilitator Peru, Rapporteur Colombia 
• Mesoamerica: Facilitator Mexico, Rapporteur El Salvador 
• Caribbean:  Facilitator Cuba, Rapporteur The Bahamas 

 
At the end of deliberations, each group presented the following conclusions: 

 
32.1 SOUTH AMERICA GROUP 

 
• The application of traditional knowledge and technology (TKT) contributes to sustainable 

development, for which Governments need to recognise their importance in seeking 
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financial mechanisms, regulations and operational guidelines in order to put them again 
to use by the countries. 

• The TKT are the answer to the cultural and ecological variables in the countries of the 
region and should constitute the fundamental instruments for present and future 
development. 

• Socio-economic importance of lomas as a source of water in the coastal arid zones. 
• Promotion, socialisation and implementation of TKT preparing guides or making up a 

network of  National and International information concerning the matter. 
• Technical-scientific validation of the TKTs and certification of origin. 
• Promote the recognition of intellectual property of TKT. 
• Promotion of intermediate technologies and establishment of the cost-benefit of the 

application of TKT considering environmental services and synergies in regards to topics 
of biodiversity and climate change. 

• Incorporation of TKT in University curricula. 
• Incorporation and promotion of TKT in the productive chain with the introduction of 

organic products. 
• Promotion of the entrepreneurial approach in the community, aiming at the different 

products coming out of the usage of the TKT for market-oriented economic production. 
• Inclusion of TKT in the NAPs and the National Development Policies. 
• Support for financial and technical co-operation in the implementation of the TKT. 
• Promotion of opportunities and stimulus for those producers who utilise the TKT. 
• Implementation of the Regional Project for the recovery and appreciation of traditional 

knowledge, technology and practices, in the fight against desertification. 
 
32.2 Central America Group 
 

• Include the issue of traditional technologies in the NAPs, and in development plans 
and programmes, as well as in the agendas of decision-makers. 

 
• Integrate the promotion of traditional technologies with food security, poverty 

alleviation the combat against desertification, increase of the quality of products 
obtained. 

 
• Promote the creation of productive farms and plantations, which use traditional 

technologies. 
 

• Prepare inventories of traditional technologies which can serve as a tool for 
exchange or transfer to those areas and producers with similar characteristics in 
order to be implemented. 

 
• Establish training and experience exchange programme related with traditional 

technologies between the Latin America and Caribbean countries, and to organise a 
workshop in order to allow the dissemination of information on traditional 
technologies 
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• Establish through the Convention or the Regional Co-ordination Unit a programme of 

pilot centers on traditional technologies. 
 

• To foster through the mechanisms of the Convention an incentive programme for 
producers, so they can make use of traditional technologies. 

 
• Preparation of educational materials on traditional technologies, which should be of 

easy access and understanding for farmers. 
 

• Request the support of the Secretariat for the project on traditional technologies 
presented by Peru and approved during the V Regional Meeting for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

 
32.2 Caribbean Group 
 
With specific reference to the Convention, specifically Articles 17, section (c) and (d) and 
Article 18, section 2, this working group looked at the issues of traditional knowledge, its 
transfer and barriers to this transfer. 

 
THE GROUP RECOGNISED THAT TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE IS A RESOURCE THAT IS TO BE: 

�� valued 
�� protected 
�� passed from generation to generation 
�� promoted 
�� respected and validated 
��Combined with modern technology in cases where it can improve the 

results of the application of traditional knowledge. 
 

The group identified barriers to the transfer of Traditional Knowledge which include: 
 

• Poverty – where local communities may be forced to abandon traditional 
practices and use modern technologies that are more productive in the short-
term. 

 
• Poor communication – problems in transferring technology can be 

encountered when technicians or academics working in local communities are 
unable to properly communicate with local communities. They talk rather than 
listen, and transfer is lost. 

 
• Lack of visible examples – receiving local communities may not respond to 

words but rather to what they can see. They would best be reached through 
field visits or pilot projects that clearly exhibit the success of traditional 
technologies. 
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�� Lack of respect – academics and scientists often do not recognise the 

value of traditional knowledge and do not respect guardians of this 
knowledge.  

 
The following recommendations were made in light of the discussion: 

 
• Need for identification and documentation of Traditional Knowledge – It was 

agreed that there is a need in the Caribbean to identify existing traditional 
knowledge, practices and technologies. This can be done through 
development of an inventory of these within those countries that lack this 
information. Once these have been identified, the technologies need to be 
evaluated to determine which are applicable to combating desertification. 
Documentation of this knowledge is important to preserving it, especially in 
societies where intergenerational exchange is diminished. 

 
�� Protection of Traditional Knowledge – Once documented, there is the need 

to ensure that this knowledge is protected through effective legislation so that 
it is not transported out of the country of origin and exploited by others. 

 
• Involvement and Sensitising of Academic Institutions – Institutions of higher 

learning must be encouraged to participate in the identification and study of 
traditional knowledge and techniques. Students should be encouraged to 
conduct studies in this area. Not only will this increase capacity in the country 
but also reduce the need and cost of bringing in experts from outside. 

 
• Target agents of transfer – These agents may include local community 

leaders and NGO groups that work closely with the communities. These 
persons should be informed of goals to be achieved and importance of 
facilitating the transfer process. There must also be capacity building of these 
agents to ensure proper documentation, transfer and protection of this 
knowledge. 

 
• Respect for Traditional Knowledge – It is vital for transfer of this knowledge 

that it be respected and valued by all involved in the process, from politicians 
to school children. This can be achieved through promotion in the media and 
national awards recognizing the achievements in traditional technicques. 

 
• Traditional Knowledge as a priority area in NAPs – If Traditional Knowledge is 

incorporated into the NAP and given priority, its transfer and promotion can 
be fostered in a structured way. Focal points should be  more conscientious 
as regards the use of traditional knowledge which can benefit the 
implementation of the Convention. 
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• Recognition of Traditional Knowledge from all sectors – while much emphasis 
has been placed on Traditional Knowledge with respect to agricultural 
practices and techniques, it should be recognised that many other sectors 
and their traditional practices can negatively impact the land. These sectors 
include mining and construction. Traditional practices within these sectors 
must also be identified and applied where they can aid in combating 
desertification. 

 
�� Need to source funding – Countries within the sub-region need to source 

funding from agencies that support activities related to Traditional Knowledge 
to achieve its transfer. 

 
33. After the summary conclusions from the delegate from St. Lucia, the delegates 

exchanged views on traditional knowledge issues and agreed that those that have been 
already identified must be utilised, especially in NAP implementation; similarly they 
agreed that in those places of the region that still have to identify them, the process must 
be released, addressing respect and the proper value of existing traditional knowledge in 
the country. The delegates requested to the CCD secretariat the publication and 
dissemination of already made research related to traditional knowledge. 

 
Item 13 of the agenda: Field visit to assess the Chilean experiences in combating 

desertification and drought. 
 

34. The participants of the Seventh Reunion of Latin America and the Caribbean Region of 
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Drought had the 
opportunity to see in-field activities and experiences in the Coquimbo Region, on social 
organisational processes and technologies to combat desertification.  They visited the 
Jimenez y Tapia Community, the El Sauce School and the Francisco de Aguirre 
Vineyard.   

 
35. The delegates took note on these experiences, assessing possibilities to replicate them 

in other countries of the region, and considered the development of joint work plans on 
horizontal co-operation in future regional initiatives. They profoundly thanked the people 
and government of Chile, particularly the Coquimbo Region, for their hospitality during 
the regional meeting. 

 
Item 14 of the agenda: Adoption of the Report of the Seventh Regional Meeting. 
 

36. On Friday 24 August, the rapporteur presented to the plenary the draft report of the 
Seventh Regional Meeting of the Latin American and the Caribbean country Parties to 
the UNCCD. After an intensive and constructive debate on the amendments that the 
different delegations considered to be introduced in the document, the plenary adopted 
the final report including the decisions as in Annex I of this document.  

 
Item 15 of the agenda: Closing of the Meeting.  
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37. The Meeting ended at 20:00 hours on August 24, 2001. The participants to the meeting 

expressed their gratitude to the people and the Government of Chile. The representative 
of Chile, Mr. Carlos Weber, on behalf of his Government, officially closed the Seventh 
Regional Meeting of Latin American and the Caribbean country Parties to the UNCCD, 
thanking all the participants, and sponsors to the meeting, such as the CCD Secretariat, 
the Global Mechanism, UNESCO, and the government of Spain.  

 
 
La Serena, Chile, August 24th 2001 
 
 

ANEXXES 
 
I. Decision of the Seventh Regional Meeting America Latina and the Caribbean 
II. Agenda of the Meeting 
III. List of Participants 
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ANNEX I 
 

DECISIONS  
BY THE SEVENTH REGIONAL MEETING OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

 
The representatives of Governments present at the Seventh Regional Meeting of Latin 
American and the Caribbean country Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification and Drought held in La Serena, Chile, from 21 to August 24, 2001 decide, 
 

 
Decision 1 

 
National Action Programs (NAPs) and the fifth session of 

the Conference of the Parties (COP.5) 
 

 
Having reviewed and evaluated the contents of the National Reports from Latin American and 
the Caribbean countries on the implementation of the Convention, submitted to the Ad Hoc 
Working Group in April 2001, the participants affirmed that opportunities exist in the region to 
stimulate the implementation process of the Convention, through a larger use of traditional 
knowledge and appropriate benchmarks and indicators management in the monitoring 
processes; 
 
Taking into account that, already during the last regional meeting held in El Salvador in 
October, 2000, the Secretariat committed itself to fulfil its mandate regarding the National Action 
Programmes;  
 
Considering that the Regional Executive Committee held two meetings in 2000-2001 in order 
to move forward the activities that Parties considered essential for the implementation of the 
Convention at the national level;  
 
Considering that only few countries completed their NAP formulation process and others have 
just started this process; 
 
Taking into account previous decisions on NAPs formulation, subregional programmes 
implementation; 
 
Bearing in mind that most of the countries of the region have limited human, financial and 
technical resources;  
 
Considering also the importance to ensure a continuity to the decisions adopted at the VI 
Regional Meeting held in San Salvador in October 2000; and 
 
Aware of the importance to present the outcomes of the Seventh Regional Meeting to the fifth 
session of the Conference of the Parties, 
 

DECIDE 
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1. To request the COP to provide technical assistance for the identification of economic 
instruments and environmental services that could allow the channelling of public and 
private investments to combat desertification and to mitigate the effects of drought at the 
local, national and regional levels; 

 
2. To reiterate their request to the COP for the inclusion of the operational costs of the 

Regional Co-ordination Units (RCU) in the core budget of the Secretariat as integral 
functioning bodies, so as to support more efficiently the implementation process of the 
Convention in the region; 

 
3. To underline that the Latin America and Caribbean countries are committed to complete the 

elaboration of their respective NAPs by the year 2005 at the latest; 
 
4. To request the support of the Secretariat and its implementing mechanisms in this process, 

as per the provisions of Decision 8 of the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties. 
 

 
 

Decision 2 
 

 
Sustainable development policies and the 

combat against land degradation in Caribbean Countries 
 

 
Bearing in mind the need to ensure continuity in the agreements contracted by the countries of 
the region for the implementation of the Convention;  
 
Recalling the recommendation for the inclusion of priority areas of their NAPs into their Country 
Support Strategy and the respective National Indicative Programme of the EU/ACP agreement; 
 
Taking into account the initiative taken by the ACP/UNCCD Secretariats and the Government 
of Jamaica to organise a consultative meeting in Kingston in May 2001; 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To encourage the Secretariat to continue its efforts, as per Decision 2 adopted in the VI 

Regional meeting in San Salvador in October 2000, concerning the process of linking 
poverty and land degradation aspects in the Caribbean countries through the Cotonou 
Agreement, while ensuring that ministries dealing with finance, economy, foreign relations, 
environment and agriculture participate in, include and prioritise the Convention’s objectives 
into National Sustainable Development Policies;  

 
2. To express their gratitude to the people and Government of Jamaica, for the excellent 

organisation of the first forum of co-operation ACP/UNCCD and for the kind hospitality 
extended to all participants;  

 
3. To recommend the Secretariat to continue those efforts and to commend this initiative to 

integrate land degradation issues into national support strategies to be considered as a 
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positive indicator to increase co-operation links and international support to environmental 
and socio-economic programmes at the national and international levels; 

 
4. To request the Secretariat of the UNCCD to involve the Secretariats of CARIFORUM / 

CARICOM by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on the inclusion of Land 
Degradation in their Sustainable Development Strategies where these do not exist;  

 
5. To request the CCD Secretariat to extend similar support to all the countries of the region 

aimed at developing and implementing action plans focusing on the linkages between land 
degradation and poverty. 

 
 

Decision 3 
 

 
Implementation of national awareness seminars in the 

Caribbean 
 

 
Bearing in mind that all the Caribbean community countries have ratified the UNCCD;  
 
Recalling that lack of awareness on land degradation related issues was identified during the 
national reporting process of the Ad Hoc Working Group, as a serious problem in these 
countries;  
 
Considering Decisions 8 of the Fourth Regional Meeting, held in Antigua and Barbuda, that 
recognised the urgent need to address the multiple problems faced by small island States, and 
Decision 3 of San Salvador, that requested to urgently hold awareness seminars in the 
Caribbean sub-region;  
 
Recognising that during 2001, according to the relevant decisions, the CCD Secretariat 
supported the holding of awareness seminars in San Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Grenada, as well as in Venezuela, Colombia and Surinam; 
 
Bearing in mind that the Caribbean sub-region is taking part in the processes of linking land 
degradation and poverty issues within the ACP-EU Cotonou Agreement framework; and  
 
Taking into account the pressing need to raise awareness and facilitate the effective 
participation of all stakeholders in the above mentioned seminars, 
 

DECIDE 
 
1.  To commend the actions taken by the CCD Secretariat to support awareness seminars in 

7 countries of the region, during the year 2001;  
 
2. To recommend that the CCD Secretariat further this process by convening, during the first 

half of the year 2002,  similar awareness seminars in the remaining 5 countries of LAC;  
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3. To request the UNDP to elaborate, together with the CCD Secretariat, a working plan to 
support the remaining countries in the organisation of their respective national awareness 
seminars and in the consequent elaboration of their National Action Programmes to combat 
desertification.  

 
 

Decision 4 
 

 
Reports of the Ad Hoc Working Group 

 
Considering the relevant decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its third and 
fourth session with regards to the presentation of national reports at the UNCCD Ad Hoc 
Working Group;  
 
Recognising that all Latin American and the Caribbean countries submitted their respective 
national reports in conformity with the official format and deadline;  
 
Being aware that the Ad Hoc Working Group identified the strengths and weaknesses in the 
implementation process of the Convention, 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To congratulate the CCD Secretariat, the Global Mechanism, GTZ, UNEP and the 

Government of Finland for the technical and financial support provided to LAC country 
Parties for the presentation of  their National Reports at the fourth session of the Conference 
of the Parties and the Ad Hoc Working Group;  

 
2. To underline the commitment of the countries to analyse and put in practice the 

experiences resulting from the Ad Hoc Working Group meeting process, particularly 
concerning the promotion of traditional knowledge and benchmarks and indicators for 
monitoring desertification in Latin America and the Caribbean;  

 
3. To request the CCD Secretariat to take all the necessary measures to support LAC 

countries in the process leading to the updating of their national reports and in putting into 
practice the experiences gained from the Ad Hoc Working Group meeting. 

 
 

Decision 5 
 

 
Sub-regional Workshop on benchmarks and indicators 

 
Recalling the recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Working Group with regards to the need 
for the use of benchmarks and indicators; 
 
Taking into account that the countries of the region need to develop benchmarks and 
indicators as an integral part of their National Action Programmes; 
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Bearing in mind that the region will embark on the elaboration of National Action Programmes 
with the support of the UNCCD Secretariat, 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To host a sub-regional workshop on benchmarks and indicators in Suriname in March 2002; 
 
2. To request the Secretariat to organise this workshop in conjunction with the Government of 

Suriname; 
 
3. To further request the Secretariat to prepare a concept paper on benchmarks and 

indicators for this sub-region based on comments and inputs from these countries, to be 
submitted to the Secretariat no later than January 18th, 2002.  

 
 
 

Decision 6 
 

 
Synergies with other  

Sustainable Development Conventions  
 

 
Considering the interest manifested by the countries of the region in the development of a 
Monitoring System of Desertificación based on indicators, to improve the decision taking 
process and the pursuit of combating desertificación;  
 
Keeping in mind the existence of an appreciable critical mass and of experiences in some 
countries of the region that allows to accelerate the development and attainment of indicators in 
a process of strengthening of horizontal co-operation,  
 

DECIDE  
 

1. To request to the CCD Secretary to promote the horizontal technical co-operation among 
all the countries of the region in the design of Systems of Indicators of Desertificación;  

 
2. To invite to the Secretary of the CCD to provide, through international agencies, the 

means for obtaining financial support in order to implement the horizontal technical co-
operation.  

 
 
 

Decision 7 
 

 
Synergies with other  

Sustainable Development Conventions  
 

 
Taking into account that article 8 of UNCCD underlines the relationship existing with other 
conventions, particularly with the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations 
Framework Convention on the Climate Change (UNFCCC) and other environmentally related 
agreements;  
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Recalling that Article 22, paragraph 2 (i) of the UNCCD encourage the promotion and 
strengthening of relationship with other relevant conventions, and that Article 23, paragraph 2 
(d) requests the CCD Secretariat to co-ordinate its activities with the secretariats of other 
relevant international bodies and conventions;  
 
Taking also into account the resolutions adopted by the Ministers of the Environment of the 
region concerning the effective use of human, financial and technical resources available in their 
respective countries; 
 
Recognising that the Rio Conventions share a common concern in many environmental and 
sustainable development aspects, especially in ecosystem dynamics, and consider local 
participation as fundamental in their sustainable management;  
 
Bearing in mind that these conventions share common obligations for their country Parties, like 
in the field of research, information, public awareness, training and education, as well as in the 
elaboration of national and regional programmes, the collection of scientific data and the 
participating process;  
 
Aware of Decision 17 of the VI Latin American and Caribbean Regional Meeting, concerning 
the support and contribution of the Rio conventions secretariats to the implementation of 
synergistic schemes of action in the countries of the region; 
 
Aware also of the marked interest of the countries of the region on the need to establish 
synergies among the four conventions, of climate change, biological diversity, Ramsar and 
desertification; 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To express their gratitude the CCD Secretariat for the support provided to activities aimed 

at promoting synergies among the Rio conventions and the Ramsar convention in the 
countries of the region;  

 
2. To request the Secretariat to promote, according with a specific timetable, the celebration of 

workshops on synergies in all the countries of the region by the year 2003 aimed promoting 
a more effective use of the human, technical and financial resources;  

 
3. To request the UNDP to elaborate, together with the CCD Secretariat, a program that 

allows the achievement of the objectives indicated in point 2 of this decision;  
 
4. To invite other agencies of the United Nations system to join LAC countries in these efforts 

to promote synergies among the sustainable development Conventions;  
 
5. To express their gratitude the CCD Secretariat for the assistance provided to Central 

America countries to elaborate the basic guidelines of a Subregional Project on Synergies 
amongst the Conventions, which will be submitted to the GEF for financing; 
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6. To request to the CCD Secretariat the promotion of technical co-operation among the 
countries of the region that have advanced in the establishment of synergies among the 
Conventions of Climate change, Biological Diversity, Ramsar and desertification. 

 
 

Decision 8 
 

 
Hosting of the Eighth Regional Meeting 

 
 
Bearing in mind the results of the first regional meeting (Buenos Aires, Argentina), the second 
(Mexico City, Mexico), the third (Havana, Cuba), the fourth (St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda), 
the fifth (Lima, Peru), the sixth (San Salvador, El Salvador) and the seventh (La Serena, Chile);  
 
Considering the importance to maintain the rotation principle among the different LAC sub-
regions to host regional meetings; 
 
Considering that Barbados gave an initial indication for hosting the Eight Regional Meeting, 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To welcome with pleasure the proposal of Barbados to host the Eighth Regional Meeting;  
 
2. To request to the Secretary to carry out the pertinent arrangements to guarantee the 

success of the Meeting.  
 

 
DECISION 9 

 

 
COMPOSITION OF THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 
AWARE OF DECISION 16 ADOPTED IN SAN SALVADOR, IN OCTOBER 2000, ON THE REGIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE;  
 
RECOGNISING THE WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE OUTGOING REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE; AND 
 
CONSCIOUS OF THE IMPORTANT ROLE THAT THIS ORGAN HAS TO PLAY IN THE IMPLEMENTATION 
PROCESS OF THE DECISIONS ADOPTED IN THE REGIONAL MEETINGS, 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. TO ORGANISE THE NEW REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WITH THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION: 
 

i. PRESIDENT, CHILE 
ii. VICE-PRESIDENT, EL SALVADOR  
iii. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CARIBBEAN, BARBADOS AND CUBA 
iv. REPRESENTATIVE OF ANDEAN COUNTRIES, COLOMBIA  
v. REPRESENTATIVE OF RIOD (OBSERVER) 
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Decision 10 

 

 
SUPPORT TO RIOD LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN  

 
 
Considering article 10 paragraph 2 (f) of Convention, article 3, paragraph 2 of the Regional 
Annex referring to the full participation of non-governmental organisations and local 
communities in the planning and formulation of policies, decision-making, implementation and 
review of the National Action Programmes at the local, national and regional level;  
 
Having in mind the fundamental role that non-governmental organisations must play in the 
countries of the region throughout the International Network of Non-governmental Organisations 
on Desertification of Latin America and the Caribbean (RIOD-LAC) as well as other networks; 
 
Emphasising the importance of supporting in all Latin American and the Caribbean countries 
the participation of the civil society;  
 
Being convinced that the progress registered in the implementation of the Convention at the 
regional level must necessarily bring up to date the RIOD-LAC co-ordinating mechanisms;  
 
Recalling Decision 13 of the VI regional meeting that asked for the CCD Secretariat support for 
the celebration of a RIOD regional meeting in Latin America and the Caribbean in 2001,  
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To express their gratitude to the CCD Secretariat for the support provided for the hosting 

of the Third RIOD-LAC Regional Meeting, held in Havana, Cuba, in May 2001;  
 
2. To welcome the RIOD Focal Points elected during the third regional meeting and request 

them to co-ordinate their action with the National Focal Points of the region so as to 
contribute to an effective implementation of the Convention;  

 
3. To request the CCD Secretariat to fully take into consideration the concerns of civil society, 

and reflect them in the actions undertaken to achieve the objectives of the Convention. 
 

 
Decision 11 

 

 
Support of the Secretariat of the Convention to the 

elaboration process of the National Action Programs  
 

 
Taking into consideration the urgent need to progress in the development of the National 
Action Programmes as indicated in Decision 8 of COP 4;  
 
Being aware that only 7 countries have developed their respective National Action Programme 
and that only 3 are moving forward in this process;  
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Bearing in mind that the countries of Annex III of the Convention consider the prevention and 
mitigation of the impacts of drought as priority issues, fundamental for their sustainable 
development; 
  
Acknowledging that, among its tasks, the CCD Secretariat has to provide the necessary 
support and assistance for the effective implementation of NAPs, including a harmonised 
methodology for their elaboration;  
 
Considering that the countries of the region that have not yet elaborated their NAP often lack 
the technical and financial resources indispensable for the elaboration of the these mentioned 
strategies;  
 
Considering, that the countries that have already elaborated their respective NAPs still need 
supplementary support to implement them, 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To request the CCD Secretariat to prepare, in co-ordination with other United Nations 

agencies, a Plan to Support NAP Preparation that includes the establishment of 
methodological guidelines;  

 
2. To express their gratitude to the CCD Secretariat, the Global Mechanism and UNDP for 

the support and assistance provided to some countries in the process of elaboration of their 
respective NAP;  

 
3. To request the CCD Secretariat to initiate, in consultation with country Parties and other 

relevant UN agencies, regional banks and bilateral donors, the organisation of round table 
discussions aimed at identifying financial resources needed for implementation to the NAPs; 

 
4. To hold a subregional workshop for the NAP elaboration  in the Central American countries, 

in November 2001, in Costa Rica.  
 

 
Decision 12 

 

 
Expression of empathy and support for  

Central American countries 
 
Taking into account the frequent occurrence of drought phenomena in the sub-region of 
Central America; 
 
Bearing in mind that currently almost one million persons are suffering from starvation and the 
lack of water in this sub-region, 
 

DECIDE 
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1. To express their solidarity and support to the peoples of this sub-region and strongly 
request the international community especially the multilateral and bilateral donors to give 
full assistance to these affected countries; 

 
2. To strongly recommend that all the countries of the region develop early warning systems 

and mitigation measures to combat the effects of drought. 
 

 
Decision 13 

 

 
Participation of indigenous communities 

 
Bearing in mind that in LAC there are 38.7 million indigenous peoples living in rural areas; 
 
Conscious of their particular situation and their tremendous resources of traditional knowledge; 
 
Considering the potential effective contribution of the indigenous peoples towards the 
implementation of the UNCCD, 

DECIDE 
 

1. To request the Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive report on the situation now facing 
these indigenous communities by the next regional meeting; 

 
2. To introduce the report to the next regional meeting for examination and decisions. 
 

 
Decision 14 

 

 
Platform of Co-operation  

Africa / Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
Recalling that the Platform of Co-operation Africa / Latin America and the Caribbean was 
adopted in Recife, Brazil, in 1998 and further elaborated during the second meeting held in 
Bamako, Mali, in 2000;  
 
Taking into consideration the existing complementarities of the Convention in the two regions, 
and;  
 
Considering the political willingness to establish a strong south/south co-operation between 
Africa / Latin America and the Caribbean, 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To express their gratitude to the experts of Mali, Venezuela and Cuba for their 

participation in the meeting held in Holguin, Cuba, in May 2001, and for the analysis and 
presentation of their respective experiences in preventing and reversal of salt-affected soils 
and the preparation of related national projects to be submitted to the GEF for consideration;  
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2. To additionally express their gratitude to Venezuela for the generous financial 
contribution provided for the implementation of the Platform of Co-operation; 

 
3. To request the CCD Secretariat and the three above-mentioned countries to organise 

similar initiatives for exchange of experience, involving other countries that could enrich from 
them. 

 
 

Decision 15 
 

 
Support for Haiti 

 
Taking into consideration the gravity of the situation of Haiti described by its representative; 
 
Considering that the countries of the region are extremely concerned about the current 
situation in Haiti with respect to desertification and poverty; 
 
Recalling the different decisions adopted in previous regional meetings on this issue, 

 
DECIDE 

 
1. To strongly request the international community and especially CARICOM to support Haiti 

in the development of measures and plans to deal with those challenges; 
 
2. To request the Government of Haiti to adopt the appropriate measures that would facilitate 

and encourage support for the restart of multilateral and bilateral activities. 
 

 
Decision 16 

 

 
Gran Chaco and Puna Sub-regional Programmes 

 
Taking into consideration the comprehensive report introduced to the meeting on the activities 
and plans of the Gran Chaco and La Puna sub-regions; 
 
Bearing in mind the important efforts developed at the national level by the different 
governments of the sub-region; 
 
Considering the observations made at the meeting on the importance of the support of the 
international community, 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To commend the countries of these sub-regions for the work carried out until now; 
 
2. To encourage these countries to continue to pursue efforts to complete implementation of 

those programmes; 
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3. To encourage the international community, in particular multilateral institutions and bilateral 
donors, to support those programmes as a priority for the sub-regions. 

 
 

 Decision 17 
 

 
DESELAC 

 
Considering the Decision adopted during the Third Regional Meeting held in Mexico, related to 
the creation of an interactive information system among the countries of the region;  
 
Noting that the information system DESELAC represents a very useful working tool, especially 
if strengthened, 

DECIDE 
 
1. To express their gratitude to the CCD Secretariat for its efforts in publishing the monthly 

Informative Newswire Bulletin on the activities implemented in the region;  
 
2. To provide the CCD Secretariat with all information that can be usefully shared with other 

countries of the region through DESELAC;  
 
3. To commend the efforts of the Secretariat for the support extended to four countries to 

improve their technical capacity in interacting within DESELAC;  
 
4. To encourage the UNCCD Secretariat to continue its efforts to expand support for 

improving technical  capacity in interacting within DESELAC to all the remaining countries in 
the region where needed; 

 
5. To call upon the country representatives of the region to improve and increase the use of 

DESELAC so as to strengthen horizontal co-operation among themselves;  
 
6. To request the Secretariat to organise thematic fora and electronic conferences. 
 

 
Decision 18 

 

 
Committee on Science and Technology 

 
 
Taking into consideration the prerogatives entrusted to the Committee on Science and 
Technology by the Conference of the Parties in the process of implementation of the 
Convention;  
 
Aware of the diverse experiences identified during the Ad Hoc Working Group for the review of 
National reports;  
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Conscious of the existing potential in Latin America and the Caribbean in the field of traditional 
knowledge, 
 

DECIDE 
 
 
1. To recommend to the countries to insist in that the issues of benchmarks and indicators in 

desertificación and the revaluation of traditional technologies and local knowledge so that 
they occupy a substantive space in the respective NAPs.  

 
2. To request to the CCD Secretary to support and to attend the countries in the 

implementation of benchmarks and indicators useful to the preparation and implementation 
of the NAPs in the respective countries of the region;  

 
3. To request to the Secretary of the CCD, support the initiative of holding a training workshop 

and exchange of experiences in traditional technologies and local knowledge to take place 
in 2002.  

 
4. To recommend to the Secretary the opening of new research lines to contribute to the 

awareness on desertification processes and the implementation of the Convention.  
 
5. To request the inclusion of the local and indigenous populations and their traditional 

knowledge in natural resource management, within the process of implementation of the 
convention, recognising the role that corresponds to them as relevant stakeholders in 
combating desertificación and the mitigating the effects of drought.  

 
 

Decision 19 
 

 
Publication of documents  

 
Bearing in mind the Regional Program of Action of Latin America and the Caribbean adopted 
during the III Regional Conference held in Havana, Cuba;  
 
Recalling the wealth of documents generated along the different activities coming out of the 
resolutions adopted in past Regional Conferences;  
 
Remembering also the compilation about traditional technologies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, presented in the V Regional Meeting held in Lima, Peru and the valuable 
contributions made by different countries and NGOs, that enriched the mentioned document; 
 
Taking into account the national reports submitted by 30 country Parties to the Ad Hoc 
Working Group, established under a mandate of the Conference of the parties at its fourth 
session, as well as the aggregated information generated by the Secretariat based on those 
reports; 
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Taking into account further the different decisions adopted and the activities carried out in the 
fulfilment of those mandates; 
 
Bearing in mind the background information provided by the Latin America and the Caribbean 
Unit of the CCD Secretariat and by the Regional Co-ordinating Unit; 
 
Recognising that the on-going sub-regional activities have provided to date a wealth of 
documents that may be used to enrich similar initiatives in other parts of the Region or 
elsewhere in the world; and 
 
Taking into consideration that such gathering of documents will constitute a valuable 
bibliographic resource for the delegations as well as for the implementation of future initiatives in 
the Region, and as an archive that may be used in the search of new financial support for the 
countries and / or for the Region; 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. Request to the CCD Secretariat the compilation, printing and dissemination of the 
information mentioned in the paragraphs above during 2002; 

 
2. Request that the said publication be distributed to the different focal points, RIOD-Latin 

America and the Caribbean, donor community and agencies linked with combating 
desertification and drought; 

 
3. Provide the required endorsement to the Secretariat to review the documents, to finish 

those in need of this procedure and to provide support for the dissemination and distribution 
efforts. 

 
 

Decision 20 
 

 
GRULAC working strategy at the COP.5  

 
Considering the relevant issues that will be discussed during the COP.5, 
 
Conscious of the importance of guaranteeing an effective participation of the LAC group in the 
negotiations; 
 
Taking into account the need of structuring the work of the GRULAC countries members 
during the next conference, 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To assign responsibilities on the different negotiation documents to the countries of the 
region divided into groups with the aim to make a more in depth analysis of the texts and 
strengthen the GRULAC thematic agenda during the COP.5; 
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2. To approve the synthesis scheme enclosed at the end of these Decisions. 
 

 
Decision 21 

 

 
Participation of Ministries in the High Level Segment of 

the COP 5 
 
Taking into account the importance that the implementation process analysis of the 
Convention assumes in the context of the Rio +10 Summit; 
 
Considering that already 176 countries are Parties to the UNCCD as a convention stemmed 
from the 1992 Rio Summit; 
 
Bearing in mind that Latin American and the Caribbean countries have shown a clear 
engagement towards the Convention, 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To call upon the Ministries of the region dealing with environment to participate in the 
political debate in the context of the High Level Segment of the COP 5, that will be held 
in Geneva, on October 8th and 9th, 2001; 

 
2. To request the CCD Secretariat to take all the necessary measures to facilitate the 

participation of the Ministries in the High Level Segment. 
 

 
Decision 22 

 

 
Financing implementation of the CCD 

 
Emphasising the need to rely on predictable financial resource flows to implement initiatives 
and projects in the struggle against desertification and mitigating the effects of drought; 
 
Considering that other global environmental conventions rely on the GEF as their main 
financial mechanism for the fulfilment of their mandate and the achievement of the objectives 
set by their governing bodies; 
 
Taking into account that 176 countries have already ratified the CCD Convention and that 
most of them have begun the development of their respective NAPs with the objective of 
concluding this process by the year 2005, in accordance with  Decision 8 of COP.4; 
 
Recalling Decision 9 of COP 4 on the follow up to be given by the Executive Secretary of the 
CCD to the November 2000 GEF Council Decision, requesting the GEF Chief Executive Officer 
to look for the best options for supporting affected countries to combat desertification and 
mitigation of the effects of drought; 
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Bearing in mind that the GEF Council fully agreed that the designation of land degradation 
(desertification and deforestation), as a GEF focal area, should be pursued as a means of 
enhancing GEF support for the successful implementation of the UNCCD, 
 

DECIDE 
 
To strongly request the Conference of the Parties to designate the GEF as the operational 
financial mechanism of the UNCCD, so as to provide it with predictable financial resources to 
achieve its objectives in a timely and efficient manner; 
 
To request the GEF, at its next Assembly meeting in Beijing, China in 2002, to put 
Desertification as a fully fledged GEF focal area along with biodiversity, climate change, the 
protection of the ozone layer and international waters; 
 
To invite the Global Mechanism to continue providing up to date information on available 
financial resources to implement the UNCCD, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Convention and bearing in mind the GEF co-funding clause requested for projects;  
 
To request the Secretariat of the CCD to continue to actively promote all the measures needed 
to ensure that the CCD is implemented in all regions in a timely and efficient manner. 
 

 
Decision 23 

 

 
Co-operation with UNDP 

 
Considering that the decision of the UNDP Executive Board on enhancement of partnerships 
to promote socio-economic development of arid zones and the alleviation of poverty are 
intrinsically linked to the objectives of the UNCCD; 
 
Taking into account the decisions taken by the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties 
and the needs of developing country Parties, as expressed during the Ad Hoc Working Group 
for an in-depth review and analysis of the national reports submitted at the Conference of the 
Parties in its third and fourth sessions; 
 
Bearing in mind that the commitments undertaken by Parties under the Convention are fully in 
conformity with the mandate given to UNDP in the framework of its poverty reduction strategy; 
 
Noting further that UNDP has a comparative advantage in organising consultative meetings at 
the national level due to its long standing experience and presence in almost all affected 
developing countries; 
 
Recalling also that UNDP and UNCCD intend to work together in close co-operation with other 
related agencies and institutions, 
 

DECIDE 
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1. To request the UNCCD Secretariat and UNDP Administration to strengthen their co-
operation regarding the support to be provided to UNCCD Latin American and Caribbean 
country Parties and to conclude a Memorandum of Understanding accordingly; 

 
2. To further request UNDP to organise, together with the UNCCD Secretariat, consultative 

meetings with donor countries and international agencies for the launching and 
implementation of NAPs in the LAC region; 

 
3. To further request UNDP and the UNCCD Secretariat to strengthen their support to 

countries in the organisation of their national awareness seminars and in the elaboration of 
their respective NAPs; 

 
4. To encourage both UN agencies to develop initiatives on synergistic programmes dealing 

with desertification, drought, bio-diversity, climate change and protection of wetlands in 
dryland zones of the LAC region. 

 
 

Decision 24 
 

Strengthening National Capacities 

 
Taking into consideration the expressed need for strengthening the level of participation at 
the Conference of the Parties and other related meetings; 
 
Considering that various delegations have raised this sensitive matter; 
 
Recognising the limited resources available to the countries of this region; and 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To request the Secretariat of the UNCCD, along with other multilateral and bilateral 
agencies organise appropriate activities to train peoples of their different sub-regions in 
the area of negotiating skills; 

 
2. To request the Secretariat of the UNCCD to present to the next regional meeting, a plan 

and timetable of implementation on this subject.  
 

 
Decision 25 

 

 
Acknowledgement to the Global Mechanism 

 
Bearing in mind relevant COP 4 decisions and the outcomes of the Ad Hoc Working Group 
concerning the fundamental role of the Global Mechanism in supporting the UNCCD 
implementation; 
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Taking into account the work of the Global Mechanism to support the implementation of the 
convention, particularly as regards regional programmes and the support to this Seventh 
Regional Meeting,  
 

DECIDE 
 
1.  To recognise the support of the Global Mechanism and its commitment with the countries 

Parties of the region on the application of the Convention, in the attendance granted to the 
Subregional programmes; as well for its valuable contribution for the development of the 
works of the Seventh LAC Regional Meeting.  

 . 
2. To request also to the CCD Secretary and the Global Mechanism to improve co-operation 

with relevant agencies of the United Nations System and other international organisations 
related with combating desertificación, to achieve an effective implementation of the 
Convention in the region in a more effective and timely manner.  
 

 
Decision 26 

 

 
Participation of NGOs in UNCCD 

 
Considering Article 10, paragraph 2 (f), and Regional Annex III, Article 3 paragraph 2; 
 
Recalling the need for the broad participation of non governmental organisations and local 
populations in the planning and design of policies, in the adoption of decisions and the 
execution and revision of the actions programmes at local, national, and regional levels; 
 
Taking into consideration the important task that non governmental organisations and 
community-based organisations should develop in the regions of the countries, through the 
Latin American and Caribbean Chapter of the International Network of NGOs on Desertification 
(RIOD-LAC). 
 
Recognising that non governmental organisations and community-based organisations are 
effectively fulfilling an important role in the combating desertification in areas such as 
awareness raising in partnership with national governments; 
 
Recognising the value of the achievements of non-governmental organisations and community 
based organisations in the matter of co-ordination at the regional level, particularly in the Third 
Regional Meeting of RIOD-LAC held in Havana, Cuba in May 2001, 

 
DECIDE 

 
1. To reaffirm the commitment of the countries of the region to ensure a broad 

participation of non-governmental organisations and community based organisations in 
the process of implementation of the UNCCD, particularly in the design, implementation 
and monitoring of the National, Sub-regional and Regional Action Programmes; 
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2. To express support to RIOD-LAC Action Plan 2001-2003, approved in the Havana 

Regional Meeting; 
 

3. To request the effective co-operation of international organisations and donor countries 
to ensure that non governmental organisations and community-based organisations be 
enabled to accomplish the goals established in the plan; 

 
4. To further request the involvement of the Secretariat of the UNCCD to facilitate the 

contacts between international organisations and donor communities and the non-
governmental organisations and community based organisations in order to find the 
necessary funding to make the accomplishment of these goals possible. 

 
 

Decision 27 
 

 
Participation of NGOs in the sub-regional workshop on 

Benchmarks and Indicators 
 
Considering Article 10, paragraph 2 (f), on the UNCCD and reaffirming Article 3, paragraph 2 
of Regional Annex III; 
 
Recalling the need for the broad participation of non-government organisations and local 
communities in the planning and design of policies in the adoption of decisions and the 
execution and revision of action programmes at the local, national, and regional levels; 
 
Recognising the need for capacity building and collaboration among NGOs in the Caribbean 
sub-region, especially in light of the completion of National Awareness Seminars in the vast 
majority of countries of the sub-region, 
 

DECIDE 
 

1. To request the Secretariat of the UNCCD to support the participation of NGOs in the 
workshop on Benchmarks and Indicators for the Caribbean sub-region, to be convened 
in Suriname in March 2002. 

 
 

Decision 28 
 

 
Acknowledgement to the Government of Spain 

 
Aware of the generous support granted by the Government of Spain for the organisation of the 
different LAC regional meetings; 
 
Recognising the long standing commitment of the Government of Spain in supporting Latin 
American and Caribbean countries efforts towards achieving sustainable development 
particularly in their combat against desertification and the mitigation of the effects of the drought,  
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DECIDE 
 
1. To express their gratitude, on behalf of the people and governments of Latin America and 

the Caribbean, to the people and Government of Spain for the admirable and continuos 
support provided to the implementation process of the Convention in the region throughout 
these years;  

 
2. To request the CCD Secretariat to convey, through the appropriate diplomatic channels, 

the gratitude of the peoples and governments of Latin America and the Caribbean to the 
people and Government of Spain for the efforts carried out in promoting the implementation 
of the Convention in the region;  

 
1. To express their gratitude to the Spanish Agency of International Co-operation for having 

granted scholarships to attend the course on soil degradation organised in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia, hoping that this commendable opportunity will also be offered in the future;  

 
2. To invite the Government of Spain to continue supporting the region in the efforts for 

achieving sustainable development, particularly through combating desertification and 
mitigating the effects of drought. 

 
 

Decision 29 
 

 
Acknowledgement to the People and Government of Chile
 

 
Taking into account the deliberations of this meeting, the governments, the international 
organisations and the NGOs present at the UNCCD Seventh Latin American and Caribbean 
Regional meeting held in La Serena, Chile, from 21 to 24 August 2001; 
 

DECIDE 
 
1. To express their profound gratitude to the People and Government of Chile for the excellent 

organisation of the meeting and the kind hospitality extended to all participants.  
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* DECISION 20TABLE INDICATING INDIVIDUAL RESPONSABILITIES OF COUTRIES’ DELEGATES AT COP 5 
* DECISIÓN 20 TABLA RESUMEN DE LAS RESPONSABILIDADES INDIVIDUALES DE LOS DELEGADOS NACIONALES A LA COP 5 

 ISSUE 
TEMÁTICA 

Time 
Tiempo 

Document number 
Número de documento 

Country 
País 

Agenda and Budget  1 
Agenda y Presupuesto 

2 weeks 5/1, 5/2, 5/2  add.1, 2, 3, 
4, 5 and 6 

Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica, RIOD 

Implementation of the Convention and CRIC 2 
Implementación de la Convención y CRIC 

2 weeks 5/1, 5/3, 5/3 add.1 St. Lucia, Grenada, Belize Guatemala, Cuba, Argentina, RIOD  

Improving Science and Technology Committee  3 
Mejoramiento de Comité de Ciencia y Tecnología 

2 weeks 5/1, 5/3 add.2 St. Vincent, , Cuba, Mexico, Brasil, Argentina 

GEF financing issues and GM 4 
Aspectos financieros Fondo para el Medio Ambiente Mundial, y 
Mecanismo Mundial 

2 weeks 5/1, 5/3 add.3, 5/4 St. Lucia, Grenada, Jamaica, Uruguay, Ecuador, Belice, 
Dominican Republic, RIOD 

Synergies among conventions  5 
Sinergias entre las convenciones 

2 weeks 5/1, 5/6 Suriname, Haiti, Bolivia, Colombia, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Peru, 
Uruguay, The Bahamas, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Cuba, Mexico 

Rule of procedure 6 
Reglas de procedimiento 

2 weeks 5/1, 5/7, 5/8 St. Lucia, Chile 

Agenda CST, Traditional knowledge, Communication and information, 
Report CST Bureau 

7 

Agenda del CST, Conocimientos tradicionales, comunicación e 
información, Informe del Buró del CST 

4 days 5/CST/1, 5/CST/2, 
5/CST/2/add.1, 5/CST/6 
and 5/INF.6 

Brazil, Suriname, Cuba, Peru, Uruguay Mexico, RIOD 

Survey and evaluation, Report CST Bureau 8 
Encuesta y evaluación, Informe del Buró del CST 

4 days 5/CST/1, 5/CST/3 and 
5/INF.6 

Barbados, Guatemala, Paraguay 

Early warning system, help guide, Report CST Bureau  9 
Sistemas de alerta temprana, guías de ayuda, Informe del Buró del CST

4 days 5/CST/1, 5/CST/4, 
5/CST/5, 5/INF.6 

Guyana, El Salvador, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Honduras, Mexico, 
Dominican Republic 

Benchmarks and indicators, Report CST Bureau, LADA and MEA  10 

Puntos de referencia e indicadores, Informe del Buró del CST, LADA y 
MEA 

4 days 5/CST/1, 5/CST/7, 
5/INF.7, 5/INF.6 

Brazil, St. Vincent, St. Kitts, El Salvador, Chile,Colombia, Uruguay, 
Suriname, Ecuador, Mexico, Argentina, RIOD 
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VII REGIONAL MEETING OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT 

 
LA SERENA, CHILE, 21 TO 24 AUGUST, 2001 

 
 

ITEMS ON THE APPROVED AGENDA 
 
 
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 
2. WORKSHOP ON DESERTIFICATION BENCHMARKS AND INDICATORS 

3. Report of the UNCCD secretariat on the activities carried out in the region and activities 

of the UNCCD regarding the cop 5 

4. Report of the out-going president of the regional executive committee. 

5. Regional programmes 

6. The Global Mechanism 

7. Activities of the cop 5 for Latin America and the Caribbean 

8. Report on the synergy workshop among sustainable development conventions held in La 

Paz, Bolivia in august of 2001. 

9. Case study of the elaboration process of the nap in Nicaragua. 

10. On the agenda: Drought: the Chilean experience. 

11. Local and indigenous communities. 

12. Traditional knowledge. 

13. Field visit to assess the Chilean experiences in combating desertification and drought. 

14. Adoption of the Report of the Seventh Regional Meeting. 

15. Closing of the Meeting. 
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ANEXO III 
LISTADO DE PARTICIPANTES EN LA 7A REUNIÓN REGIONAL ALC – CCD  

LA SERENA, CHILE 21-24 AGOSTO 2001 
PARTICIPANTES EN LA VII REUNION REGIONAL ALC - CCD LA SERENA, CHILE 21-24 DE AGOSTO DE 2001 

Nombre Apellido Cargo Institución Dirección País E-mail Teléfono Fax 
Atho  Lewis Environment 

Officer - Focal 
Point 

 Environment 
Division, Ministry of 
Tourism and 
Environment 

Queen Elizabeth Highway 
St. John's Antigua 

Antigua & 
Barbuda 

environment@antiguaba
rbuda.net 

1-268-462-4625 1-268-462-6398 

Elena Abraham Investigadora 
Directora de 
Protecto y 
Capacitaci{on 

Instituto Argentino de 
Investigación Zonas 
Aridas (IADIZA) 

C.C. 507 (5500) Mendoza Argentina abraham@lab.cricyt.edu
.ar elena@cpsarg.com 

54-261-287995  54-261-2880080 

Patricia Maccagno Técnico Secretaría Desarrollo 
Sustentable y Política 
Ambiental 

San Martín 456 Buenos 
Aires 

Argentina pmaccagno@mediambi
ente.gov.ar 

54-11-43488568 
/ 69  

 54-11-43488572 

Octavio  Pérez Pardo Director  
Conservación 
del Suelo 

Secretaría Desarrollo 
Sustentable y Politica 
Ambiental 

San Martín 459 - 3er Piso - 
Of.317 Buenos Aires 

Argentina oppardo@medioambient
e.gov.ar  
perezpardo@hotmail.co
m 

54-11-43488567 
/ 73  

 54-11-4348-8532 

Earl  Green Policy 
Coordinator 

Ministry of Natural 
Resources , 
Environment & 
Industry 

Market Square Belmgan Belize nbsap@btl.net 501-8-22082        
501-8-234112  

501-8-22083 
/22333 

Marco  Montoya Director General 
de Clasificación 
de Tierras y 
Cuencas 

Ministerio de 
Desarrollo Sostenible 
y Planificación 
(MDSP) 

Abajes Calle 17 N°466 La 
Paz 

Bolivia paspuna@mail.megalink
.com 
dgctc@coord.rds.org.bo

591-2-312478      591-2-787235 

Nadima de Macedo 
Paiva 
Nascimento 

Punto Focal 
Adjunto 

Ministerio del Medio 
Ambiente - 
Secretaria de 
Recursos Hídricos 

MMA - Secretaria dos 
Recursos Hidrucos - Predio 
da CODEVASF 

Brasil nnascimento@snirh.gov.
br nadima@hotmail.com

55-61-3171456 55-61-2269370        
55-61-2235366 

Ricardo Muñoz Elaboración de 
Proyectos 

Bienes Nacionales Prat 255 Of. 410 - La 
Serena 

Chile ramuñozb@hotmail.com 56-51-219629      56-51-214083 
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PARTICIPANTES EN LA VII REUNION REGIONAL ALC - CCD LA SERENA, CHILE 21-24 DE AGOSTO DE 2001 
Nombre Apellido Cargo Institución Dirección País E-mail Teléfono Fax 

Carlos  Weber Director 
Ejecutivo 

CONAF Av. Bulnes 285, Of. 501 - 
Santiago 

Chile cweber@conaf.cl 56-2-3900220 
/219 

56-2-6715881 

Guido Soto Coordinador 
PANCD 

CONAF Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile gsoto@conaf.cl 56-51-226090      56-51-215073 

Fernando  Olave Gerente 
Desarrollo y 
Fomento 
Forestal 

CONAF Av. Bulnes 285 Of. 803 
Santiago 

Chile folave@conaf.cl 56-2-3900387 / 
440        

 56-2-6961381 

Manuel Soler Jefe Depto. 
Manejo y Dllo. 
Forestal 

CONAF Av. Bulnes 317, Of. 311 - 
Santiago 

Chile msoler@conaf.cl 56-2-3900362 / 
63 

56-2-6727651 

Samuel Francke Jefe Programa 
Manejo de 
Cuencas 

CONAF Av. Bulnes 285- Santiago Chile sfrancke@conaf.cl 56-2-3900242  56-2 3900250 

Guillermo Cisternas Director 
Regional-I 
Región 

CONAF Av. Vicuña Mackenna 820, 
Arica 

Chile gcistern@conaf.cl 56-58-250750  56-58-250750  

Bernardo Martínez Jefe Depto. 
Forestal II 
Región 

CONAF Avda. Argentina 2510 - 
Antofagasta 

Chile bmartine@conaf.cl 
bdomrtinez@hotmail.co
m 

56-55-227804 56-55-227804 

Fredy Correa Director 
Regional-III 
Región 

CONAF Juan Martínez 55, Copiapó Chile fcorrea@conaf.cl 56-52-210282  56-51-215073 

Waldo Canto Director 
Regional-IV 
Región 

CONAF Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile wcanto@conaf.cl 56-51-224306 56-51-215073 

Felipe Venegas Jefe Depto. 
Forestal VII 
Región 

CONAF 2 Poniente 1180, Talca Chile fvenegas@conaf.cl 56-71-234751  56-71-234023 

Pablo Dodds Encargado 
Planificacón 
U.G.P.S. 

CONAF Casilla 568 - La Serena Chile pdodds@entelchile.net 56-51-272799 
/98 

56-51-2722799 / 
98 
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PARTICIPANTES EN LA VII REUNION REGIONAL ALC - CCD LA SERENA, CHILE 21-24 DE AGOSTO DE 2001 
Nombre Apellido Cargo Institución Dirección País E-mail Teléfono Fax 

German Bahrs Solar Encargado 
Proyecto 
PRODECOP 

CONAF Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile gyng@entelchile.com 
gbahrs@conaf.cl 

56-51-225685      56-51-215073 

Alberto Peña Asesor Técnico 
Dirección 
Ejecutiva 

CONAF Av. Bulnes 285 Of. 501- 
Santiago 

Chile apena@conaf.cl 56-2-3900220   56-2- 6715881 

Bernado Martínez Jefe Defor  CONAF II Región Av. Argentina 2510, 
Antofagasta 

Chile bmartine@conaf.cl 56-55-227894  

Víctor Lagos Jefe Unidad 
Técnica 
Patrimonio 
Silvestre 

CONAF IV Región Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile lagosv@entelchile.net 56-51-272798 / 
99 

56-51-272798 /99 

Rafael Medina Jefe Regional 
Programas y 
Proyectos IV 
Región 

CONAF  Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile rmedina@conaf.cl 56-51-225685      56-51-215073 

Carlos  Noton Enc. 
Coordinación 
Ambiental IV 
Región 

CONAF Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile cnoton@conaf.cl 56-51-226090      56-51-215073 

José 
Miguel 

Torres Jefe Unidad de 
Gestión 
Patrimonio 
Silvestre - IV 
Región 

CONAF Cordovez 281, La Serena Chile jtorres@conaf.cl 
jotatorres@chilenet.cl 

56-51-272798 / 
99 

56-51-272798 / 99 

Liliana Yañez Jefe Provincial 
Limarí -  IV 
Región 

CONAF Edificios Públicos Of. 302- 
3er.Piso - Ovalle 

Chile lyanez@conaf.cl 56-53-620058 56-53-630046 

Maria 
Eliana 

Alvarez Departamento 
de Recursos 
Naturales 

CONAMA Obispo Donoso 6 
Providencia - Santiago 

Chile mealvarez@conama.cl 56-2-2405752      56-2- 2441262 

Carlos  Galleguillos Director Dirección General de Matta 461 Of. 408 La Chile cgallegu@mop.cl 56-51-224415  56-51-203298 
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PARTICIPANTES EN LA VII REUNION REGIONAL ALC - CCD LA SERENA, CHILE 21-24 DE AGOSTO DE 2001 
Nombre Apellido Cargo Institución Dirección País E-mail Teléfono Fax 

Regional IV 
Región 
Coquimbo 

Aguas Serena 

Cecilia Gutierrez Investigadora 
Cía. Minera del 
Pacifico 

Dpto. Biología 
Campus Andres 
Bello - Universidad 
de La Serena 

Benavente 980 Depto. 
Biología. ULS, La Serena 

Chile ceciliagutierrez@entelch
ile.net  
cfgutier@chilemir.com 

56-51-204587- 
290137  

56-51-204383 

Mario Jofré Asesor de 
Recursos 
Hídricos 

ESSCO S.A. Colo Colo 935, La Serena Chile mjofre@essco.cl 56-51-206011 56-51-206000 

Marcelo Ponce Agente 
ESSCOLAB 

ESSCO S.A. Colo Colo 935, La Serena Chile mponce@essco.cl 56-51-206000  56-51-206000 

Alvaro Alaniz Coordinador de 
Proyectos 

Fondo de las 
Américas 

Huérfanos 786 Of. 708 
Santiago 

Chile alvaro@ffdla.cl 56-02-6335950 56-2-6644213 

Jorge Torrealba Responsable 
Nacional 
PRODESAL 

INDAP Agustinas 1465, Santiago Chile jtorreal@indap.cl 56-2-6908184      56-2-6908139 

Sergio O. Mondaca Encargado 
Medio Ambiente 

INDAP - 
PRODECOP-IV 
Región 

Colón 255, La Serena Chile smondaca@indap.cl 56-51-224623 56-51-224623 

Susana Benedetti Directora de 
Proyectos 

INFOR Huérfanos 554, Santiago Chile sbenedet@infor.cl 56-2-6930722 56-2-6381286 

Mauricio Narria Estudiante 
Tesista ULS 

Cía. Minera del 
Pacífico  

E. Carmona 4539 Villa La 
Cruz, Cía Alta, La Serena 

Chile ma_narria@hotmail.com 56-51-254837  

Ricardo Videla Departamento 
de Medio 
Ambiente - DPT 

Ministerio Relaciones 
Exteriores 

Catedral 1143, Santiago Chile rvidela7@hotmail.com 56-2-6794797 56-2-6732152 

Allan  Ramírez Encargado de 
Proyectos 

Municipalidad Río 
Hurtado IV Región 

Calle Unica s/n Pichasca  Chile ceata-pichasca@terra.cl 
allanjesus@hotmail.com

56-53-691710    56-53-691710 

Horacio Merlet Jefe-
DEPROREN 

SAG Avda. Bulnes 140 5to., 
Santiago 

Chile hmerlet@sag.minagri.go
b.cl 

56-2-6721394   56-2-6992778 

Eduardo  Fuentealba Jefe Provincial SAG Edificios Públicos -Ovalle Chile  
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Limarí 
Mario Ahumada Jefe Nacional 

Proyecto 
Praderas - 
DEPROREN 

SAG Avda. Bulnes 140, 
Santiago 

Chile mahumada@sag.minagr
i.gob.cl 
mario.ahumada@starme
dia.com 

56-02-6721394     56-02-6992778 

Jorge Moraga Encargado 
Programa Suelo 
Degradado 

SAG Illapel Pedro Pablo Muñoz 200, 
La Serena 

Chile jorgecmoraga@hotmail.
com 
sagchoapa@entelchile.n
et 

56-51-224835      
56-53-521376      

56-51-224836          
56-53-521376 

Patricio Aceituno Departamento 
de Geofísica 

Universidad de Chile Blanco Encalada 2085 - 
Santiago 

Chile aceituno@dgf.uchile.cl 56-2-6784308  56-2-6968686 

Fernando  Santibañez Director Centro 
AGRIMED 

Universidad de Chile Santa Rosa 11315, 
Santiago 

Chile fsantiba@uchile.cl 56-2-6785733 56-2-6785733 

Jorge Cepeda Profesor 
Investigador 
Departamento 
de Biología 

Universidad de La 
Serena 

Benavente 980 Depto. 
Biología. ULS, La Serena 

Chile jcepeda@elqui.coc.user
ena.cl 
jorgecep@ctc.internet.cl

56-51-204322 
/24    

56-51-204383 

Zoraida Fajardo Profesional 
Especializado 

Ministerio del Medio 
Ambiente 

Calle 37 #8-40 Bogota Colombia zfajardo@minambiente.
gov.co 
zoraidaf@hotmail.com 

57-1-3406206  57-1-3406206 

Mary  Gomez 
Solano 

Asesora Ministerio del 
Ambiente y Energía 

Apartado 10104-1000, San 
José 

Costa Rica marygomezsol@hotmail.
com 
marygomezsol@yahoo.c
om 

506-222-
2339534 

506-222-2334533    
Ext. 204 ó 205 

María 
Nery  

Urquiza 
Rodriguez 

Especialista Ministerio de Ciencia, 
Tecnológía y Medio 
Ambiente - CIPMA 

Calle 20 Esquina 18 A 
Playa, Ciudad de la 
Habana 

Cuba nery@ama.cu 537-229351          56-51-204383 

José 
Eduardo 

Gonzalez 
Estrella 

Responsable 
PAND 

Ministerio del 
Ambiente                    
UNOS/PNUD/VNU  

Av. Amazonas y Eloy 
Alfaro - Dir.Asuntos 
Internacionales 8vo Piso - 
Quito 

Ecuador eduardog@ambiente.go
v.ec 
eduardo.gonzalez@und
p.org 

593- 2-2563544 593- 2-2563544  

Carlos  Salazar Técnico en Ministerio de Medio Colina Jardines de La El Salvador desertificacion@marn.g 503-260-3114  503-260-3114 
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Climatología Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales 

Hacienda Polígono A-6 
Nº34, Ciudad Merliot 

ob.sv 
patrimonio@marn.gob.s
v 

503-278-0670 
(particular) 

Alan  Joseph Chief Forestry 
Officer 

Forestry and National 
Parks, Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Ministerial Complex, 
Botanic Gardens St. 
George's 

Grenada fnpd@caribsurf.com 1-473-4402934   1-473-4406197 

Julio  Curruchiche  Asesor del 
Despacho 
Ministerial 

Ministerio del 
Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales 

7 Avda.-10 Zona 1 Ciudad 
de Guatemala 

Guatemala jcurruchiche@hotmail.co
m 

502-2-2203801/ 
07 

 

Joseph Vernet National Focal 
Point - CCD 

Ministere the 
L'environnement 
(MDE) 

181, Hatti Turgeau Ave. 
Jean Paul II Port -au-Prince

Haiti josephvernet@yahoo.fr 509-1-4053440    
509-1-2450504    

509-1-245-9309 

Ma. 
Lourdes  

Gonzalez Directora de 
Planeamiento y 
Evaluación 

Secretaría de 
Recursos Naturales y 
Ambiente  

100 Mts. Al Sur Estadio 
Nacional, Tegucigalpa 

Honduras uot-
serna@sdnhon.org.hn 

504-2322388 504-2322388 

Philbert Brown Senior Director Ministry of Water and 
Housing 

6 St. Lucía Ave. Kingston 5 Jamaica sdemow@cwjamaica.co
m 

1-876-754-4543 1-876-926-0081 

Gonzalo Chapela Consultor PNUMA Bulevar de los Virreyes 
155. Col. Lomas Virreyes, 
México D.F. 

México gchapela@molac.unep.
mix 

52-5-202484 52-5-2024841 

Guadalup
e 

Rivera Ruiz Directora de 
Política y 
Normatividad 

Secretaria de Medio 
Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales 

Progreso N° 5, Coyoacan, 
México D.F. 

México g_rivera9@hotmail.com 52-5-547248  / 
5592622  

52-5-547248  / 
5592622 

Carlos  Rivas  Director General 
de Biodiversidad 
y Recursos 
Naturales 

Ministerio del 
Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales-MARENA 

Km. 12 1/2 Autopista Norte, 
Managua 

Nicaragua crivas@ibw.com.ni 505-2632595 505-2331173 

Fatima Vanegas Asistente 
Técnico 

Ministerio del 
Ambiente y Recursos 
Naturales-MARENA 

Km. 12 1/2 Autopista Norte, 
Managua 

Nicaragua demac@tmx.com.ni  
thaydee92@hotmail.co
m 

505-2331173  505-2331173  

Juan Luis Merega Director 
Ejecutivo 

Fundacion Del Sur Cochabamba 449 (1150), 
Buenos Aires -Argentina 

ONG jlmerega@fundasur.org.
ar  

54-11-43618549 54-11-43070545 
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jlmerega@unq.edu.ar 
Miguel Torrico Representante 

Río en América 
Latina y El 
Caribe 

CODEFF Luis Uribe 2620 Ñuñoa, 
Santiago - Chile 

ONG info@codeff.mic.cl 56-2-2747431 56-2-2691978 

Helvia Montoya Coordinadora 
Regional 

Corporación 
JUNDEP 

Balmaceda 1604, La 
Serena Chile 

ONG jundep04@entelchile.net 56-51-216432 56-41-216432 

José Osorio Director 
Ejecutivo 

Corporación 
Pacaritambo (ONG) - 
Colombia 

Av. Videla Nº 43 - 
Coquimbo - Chile 

ONG airoso@latinmail.com celular 09-7294033 (chile) 

Zakiya Uzoma - 
Wadada 

Director of 
Programmes 

Caribbean Network 
for Intergrated Rural 
Development 
(CNIRD) 

40 Eastern Main Road St. 
Augustine - Trinidad and 
Tobago 

ONG cnird@carib-link.net 
zwadada@hotmail.com 

1-868-662-6473 1-868-662-2612 

Cissoko Ahmed  Asesor Científico 
Principal 

UNCCD P.O. Box 260129 Haus 
Carstanjen Martin Luther 
King Str. 8 D-53175 - Bonn

ONU acissoko@unccd.int 49-228-8152842  49-228-8152898 y 
99 

Oscar Oramas Coordinador 
Unidad ALC 

UNCCD P.O. Box 260129 Haus 
Carstanjen Martin Luther 
King Str. 8 D-53175 - Bonn 
-Alemania 

ONU ooramas@unccd.int 49-228-8152825  49-228-8152898 / 
99 

Loredana Profeta Associate 
Programme 
Officer (LAC 
UNIT) 

UNCCD P.O. Box 260129 Haus 
Carstanjen Martin Luther 
King Str. 8 D-53175 - Bonn 
- Alemania 

ONU lprofeta@unccd.int 49-228-8152831 49-228-8152898 / 
99 

Sergio Zelaya Consultor 
Unidad ALC 

UNCCD P.O. Box 260129 Haus 
Carstanjen Martin Luther 
King Str. 8 D-53175 - Bonn 
- Alemania 

ONU szelaya@unccd.int 49-228-8152830  49-228-8152898 / 
99 

Ana 
Cristina 

Nogueira Representante 
en Chile 

Organización 
Mundial de la Salud  
OMS y Organización 

Av. Providencia 1017, 
Pisos 4 y 5, Santiago - 
Chile 

ONU nogueira@chi.ops-
oms.org 

56-2-2642702 56-2-264931 
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Panamericana de la 
Salud - OPS 

Vicente Ossa Encargado Area 
Medio Ambiente 

PNUD Dag Hammarskjöld 3241 
Vitacura, Santiago - Chile 

ONU vicente.ossa@undp.org 56-2-3372400   56-2-3372444 

Alejandro Kilpatrick Consultor Mecanismo Mundial Vía del Seráfico 200, 7th 
Floor, Rome Italy 

ONU a.kilpatrick@lfad.org 39-06-54592548  509-1-245-9309 

Ana Saez Responsable de 
Programas-ALC 

Mecanismo Mundial Via del Seráfico 200, 7th 
Floor, Rome Italy 

ONU a.saez@ifad.org 39-06-54592150   39-06-5043463   

Hama 
Arba 

Diallo Secretario 
Ejecutivo CCD 

UNCCD P.O. Box 260129 Haus 
Carstanjen Martin Luther 
King Str. 8 D-53175 - Bonn 
- Alemania 

ONU hadiallo@unccd.int 49-228-8152802  49-228-8152898 / 
99 

Juan F. Chavez  Consultor Instituto 
Interamericano de 
Cooperación para la 
Agricultura (IICA) 

Av. Jorge Basadre 1120, 
San Isidro  Lima - Perú 

Oragnismo 
Internacional 

jchavez@incacrea.org.p
e 
chavram@terra.com.pe 

51-14-228336   51-14-424554 

Helmut Eger Senior Planning 
Officer 

GTZ P.O. Box 5180 65726 
Eschbom, Germany 

Organismo 
Internacional 

helmut.eger@gtz.de 49-6196-791312  49-6196-797153 

Ma. 
Beatriz 

David Jefe Unidad 
Desarrollo 
Agrícola 

CEPAL, Naciones 
Unidas 

Casilla 179-D - Santiago - 
Chile 

Organismo 
Internacional 

bdavid@eclac.cl 56-2-2102270      56-2-2102590 

Sven Renner Director de 
Proyecto de 
Cooperaciòn 
Técnica 

BGR Calle Santa María 0104, 
Providencia Santiago - 
Chile 

Organismo 
Internacional 

sven.renner@bgr.de 56-2-7325050 Celular: 09-2507340 

Roberto De Andrade Consultor FAO Dag Hammarskjöld 3241, 
Santiago, Chile 

Organismo 
Internacional 

roberto.deandrade@fao.
org 

56-2-3372132      56-2-3372101 

Alonso Moreno AP Proy. 
PROAPA-
Ministerio de 
Agricultura 

GTZ Pasaje Francisco de Tela 
s/n Jesús María, Lima - 
Per{u 

Organismo 
Internacional 

proapa@oia.minag.gob.
pe 
alonsomd@terra.com.pe

511-4242709  511-4312670 

Carlos  Lopez Senior Ecologist Banco 1300 New York Av. N.W. Organismo carlosl@iadb.org 01-202-6231847  01-202-6231786 
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Ocaña Interamericano de 
Desarrollo - BID 

Washington, D.C. 20577- 
USA 

Internacional 

Luis  Molinas Coordinador 
Unidad Lucha 
Contra la 
Desertificación 

Subsecretaria de 
Estado de Recursos 
Naturales y Medio 
Ambiente 

Av. Madame Lynch 3500 
Asunción 

Paraguay molinasb@hotmail.com 595-21-615805  595-21-615805  

Cesar  Cervantes Director General 
de Asuntos 
Ambientales 

Instituto Nacional de 
Recursos Naturales - 
INRENA 

Calle 17 Nº 355, San 
Isidro, Lima 

Perú dgmar@dgas.gob.pe 51-14-2251112  51-14-2251112  

Fernando  Campos  Sub-Secretario 
de Suelo y 
Medio Ambiente 
y RRNN 

Secretaria de Suelos 
y Aguas, M. 
Ambiente y Rec. Nat.

Jhon F. Kennedy Km 6 1/2 
Ant. Duarte, Los Jardines 

República 
Dominicana 

suelo_agua@codetel.ne
t.do 

547-3888-2204    51-14-424554 

Raymond  Solomon Director 
Department of 
the Environment 

Ministry of Health 
and Environment 

P.O. Box 673, Basseterre, St. Kitts and 
Nevis 

raycsolomon@hotmail.c
om 

869-465-4040      
ext. 128 

 869-466-3915 

Michael  Andrew Forestry Officer Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fisheries and The 
Environment 

Waterfrontt Building, Block 
B, Castries 

St. Lucia mauby@hotmail.com 758-450-2078 758-450-2287 

Ewald  Leeflang Project Manager 
and UN 
Conventions 

National Institute for 
Environment And 
Development-NIMOS

Flustraat 35, Paramaribo Suriname nimos@sr.net                  
eleeflang-nimos@cq-
link-sr 

597-431130 / 
499987  

597-431170 

Stacey  Wells- 
Moultrie 

Technical Officer The Best 
Commission 

Sir Cecil Wallace Whitfield 
Centre, PO Box CB 10980, 
Nassau 

The Bahamas bestnbs@hotmail.com 
yeecatz@hotmail.com 

242-327-4691 242-327-4626 

Giselle  Beja Asesora Ministerio Vivienda, 
Ordenamiento 
Territorial y Medio 
Ambiente 

Rincón 422, Piso 3 
Montevideo 

Uruguay gbeja@hotmail.com 
gbeja@dinama.gub.uy 

598-2-9170615    
598-2-9170616    

598-2-9170614 
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