CONCLUSIONS
Second regional meeting to strengthen the cooperation

among Northern Mediterranean (NM) countries

in the field of land resources management
21 October 2005, Nairobi, Kenya

On the occasion of the first regional meeting to strengthen the cooperation among
Northern Mediterranean countries in the field of land resources management held in Bonn,
Germany in May 2004, participants agreed to undertake regional cooperation through four
pillars: networking/scientific cooperation, exchange of technology/expertise/lknow how,
training/capacity building and documentation/materials/publications. In particular, NM
countries provided a significant contribution to the identification of a portfolio of initiatives
for regional cooperation by proposing some activities under the four mentioned pillars.

As a result of the Bonn meeting, focal points and/or representatives of NM country
Parties made more clarification on their proposals and it was agreed that countries which
made proposal would further advance their proposals in coordination with the Secretariat.

The objective of this second regional meeting was to discuss the current status of these
proposals in order to prepare a calendar of regional activities for 2006-2007 for NM country
Parties.

As agreed procedure, following the order of accession/ ratification date at the UNCCD
of the NM countries and taking into account the participating countries at the meeting, Turkey
was elected Chair of the meeting.

Representatives of the UNCCD Europe Coordination Unit, focal points from the NM
countries of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Turkey and from Israel and
France, as observers, as well as a number of experts from those countries participated in the
meeting (See Annex II).

The staff of the Europe Coordination Unit of UNCCD has kindly ensured that room
allocation as well other facilities be provided for the meeting at UN premises in Nairobi.

Pillar 1. Scientific cooperation/networking among NM countries in the field of land
resources management

After the presentation by the UNCCD Secretariat of the list of activities proposed made by
NM countries under this first pillar, participating countries provided information on the
current status of their proposals. Countries which confirmed their readiness to provide a host
institution for the establishment of NM Regional Thematic Network(s) (RTNs) in the
biennium 2006-2007, are as follows:

e Bosnia& Herzegovina on “Promotion and use of Mediterranean plant/tree species”;

e France on “Sustainable agricultural policies™;

e Spain on “Rehabilitation techniques for degraded soils”;

e Malta on “Slope terracing, reconstruction, protection, promotion” (confirmed by
email sent to the UNCCD Secretariat).

-1-
2nd regional meeting to strengthen cooperation Annex IV on land resources management, Nairobi, 21/10/05




The meeting also took note of the working document prepared by the UNCCD Secretariat
containing proposed steps to be undertaken in relation to the establishment of a Regional
Thematic Network.

=> In line with these steps, the above-mentioned countries were invited to send as soon as
possible to the Secretariat a one-page maximum note on major objectives/activities of their
RTN as well as its exact title.

Countries, which made other proposals to host a RTN (such as Portugal- “Forest fire
monitoring and control”), but which cannot do it immediately for various reasons, were
invited to inform the CCD secretariat as well as other Annex IV countries at any future
regional meetings as soon as they are ready to do so.

Pillar 2. Exchange of technology/expertise/know how among NM countries in the
field of land resources management

After the presentation by the UNCCD Secretariat of the list of proposals made by NM
countries under this second pillar, participating countries provided information on the current
status of their proposals. Countries which confirmed their readiness to organize technical
workshops for NM to discuss/ promote exchange of technology, methodology and/or savoir-
faire during the biennium 2006-2007, are as follows:

e Portugal on “Formulation of pilot projects for integrated sustainable rural
development”;

e Turkey on “Control of overgrazing/stock levels/rangeland management” AND on
“Formulation of pilot projects for integrated sustainable rural development”.

=» The above-mentioned countries were invited to send as soon as possible to the Secretariat
the planed date of their workshop to be integrated within a calendar of Annex IV activities to
avoid major overlapping with other activities at national, regional or international levels to
be held in 2006.

Countries from Annex 1V, which made other proposals (such as Portugal- “Forest fire
monitoring and control”) to organize regional technical workshops for Annex IV countries,
but which cannot do so immediately for various reasons, were invited to inform the CCD
secretariat as well as other Annex IV countries at any future regional meetings as soon as they
are ready to do so.

The meeting invited countries to consider the possibility of using any future relevant
workshop that they may organize to invite other NM countries to participate, as was the case
for three technical workshops organized by Italy in 2005.

Pillar 3. Training/capacity building among NM countries in the field of land
resources management

After the presentation by the UNCCD Secretariat of the list of proposals made by NM
countries under this third pillar, participating countries provided information on the current
status of their proposals. The countries which confirmed their readiness to use one of their
existing national training centers as an NM Regional Training Centre (RTC) to organize
regional training for NM on some thematic priority areas during the biennium 2006-2007, are
as follows:

e France on “Sustainable agricultural policies”;
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e Spain on “Rehabilitation techniques for degraded soils - Reforestation/
Afforestation/tree plantation in affected areas”;

e Turkey on “Soil conservation strategies/ planning” and on “Reforestation/
afforestation/ tree plantation in affected areas “;

=» The above-mentioned countries were invited to send as soon as possible to the Secretariat
a one-page maximum note on major objectives/activities of their RTC as well as its exact title.

Countries which made other proposals (such as Portugal- “Modeling of changes and
trends in land degradation”, “Biodiversity management in dryland”) to organize regional
training for NM but which cannot do so immediately for various reasons were invited to
inform the CCD secretariat as well as Annex 1V countries at any of future regional meetings
as soon as they are ready to do so.

Pillar 4. Documentation/ materials/ publications in the field of land resources
management

After the presentation by the UNCCD Secretariat of the list of proposals made by NM
countries under this fourth pillar, participating countries provided information on the current
status of their proposals. Countries which confirmed their readiness to use an existing national
relevant institution to function as an NM Regional Reference Centre (RRC) on a specific
thematic area, are as follows:

e France on “Sustainable agricultural policies”;

e Portugal on “Forest fire monitoring and control”;

e Italy on “Traditional knowledge” - Italy will confirm later on the type of the regional
centre to be hosted RRC or RTN.

Israel, as observer, expressed interest to use one of their centres as an RRC on a specific
area for NM and proposed to send detailed information to the UNCCD Secretariat for
distribution among NM countries.

The meeting also took note of the working document prepared by the UNCCD Secretariat
containing proposed steps to be undertaken in relation to using an existing national institution
to function as a Regional Training Center.

Spain stated the possibility of contributing documentation on an “Inventory of the
Technologies Operational in Spain to combat Desertification” that it may be developed within
the next biennium.

=> In line with these steps, the above-mentioned countries were invited to send as soon as
possible to the Secretariat a one-page maximum note on major objectives/activities of their
RRC as well as its exact title.

Countries which made other proposals (such as Portugal- “Modeling of changes and
trends in land degradation”) to host a RRC, but which cannot do so immediately for various
reasons, were invited to inform the CCD secretariat as well as other Annex IV countries at
any future regional meetings as soon as they are ready to do so.

The current status of the proposals made by the NM countries as mentioned above, under
the four pillars, have been reviewed and agreed as the Work Program of Regional
Cooperation for the period of 2006-2007 were listed in the Annex I.

-3-
2nd regional meeting to strengthen cooperation Annex IV on land resources management, Nairobi, 21/10/05




Further steps and other points

e Regional NM cooperation

— The meeting acknowledged the fact that all proposed activities for regional
cooperation shall not be launched at the same time, but once it is launched it should be
commitment for all interested partners;

— Each NM country is welcome anytime to reactivate a former proposal or to introduce a
new proposal for activities under the four pillars of regional cooperation as this should
be a dynamic and evolving process;

= All activities proposed until now by NM countries (including those which could not be
launched) may form a portfolio of activities (platform) for NM regional cooperation.

e IYYD

= Annex IV countries are invited to send information (in particular on date of the event)
on a continuous basis to the UNCCD secretariat on the activities that they plan to
undertake for the celebration of the I'YDD as this information will be posted on a
special 1YDD website (with calendar of activities) which should be available soon
(more guiding information can be provided from the Secretariat documents such as;
“UN General Assembly Resolution 58/112”; “Report of the Secretary-General on
“Status of preparation for I'YDD” dated 27 July 2005; “Secretariat letter of 27
November 2005 Ref No:NM/RB/I'YD2”; “Decision of 28/COP(7) - Celebration of the
YDD”).

— The focal point of Israel introduced a conference on “Deserts and Desertification —
Challenges and opportunities” to be held in November 2006 in Israel and proposed
that the conference be included among the International Year of Deserts and
Desertification (1'YDD) related regional activities of the Annex IV; The focal points of
Annex IV who attended the meeting agreed on this proposal.

e Ministerial environmental conference for Europe

The UNCCD Secretariat informed the participants about the preparatory process of this
important Conference to be held in Belgrade, Serbia & Montenegro in 2007. It also
highlighted the fact that, as observer to the first preparatory meeting, the Secretariat
expressed its interest in having “environmental and economic consequences of land
degradation in Europe” as a topic on the agenda of the Conference.

ANNexes:

I Draft calendar of regional NM activities (2006-2007)
Il. List of participants
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Annex |

Draft Calendar of regional NM activities (2006-2007)

Regional cooperation pillar Country name Theme
Bosnia& Herzegovina, |Promotion and use of Mediterranean
in cooperation with plant/tree species
Serbia & Montenegro
Regional Thematic France Sustainable agricultural policies
Networks (RTN) Malta Slope terracing
Spain Rehabilitation techniques for degraded soils
Portugal Formulation of pilot projects for integrated

sustainable rural development

] Control of overgrazing/stock levels/range
Technical workshops management

Turk . - - .
urkey Formulation of pilot projects for integrated

sustainable rural development

France Sustainable agricultural policies

Rehabilitation techniques for degraded soils-
Reforestation/Aforestation/ tree plantation on

Regional Training Spain affected areas
Centers (RTC) Soil conservation strategies/planning
Turkey Reforestation/afforestation/tree plantation in

affected areas

France Sustainable agricultural policies
Regi | Ref Forest fire monitoring and control
egional rererence Portugal
Centers (RRC) Italy Traditional knowledge

(to be confirmed as RRC or RTN)
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LIST of PARTICIPANTS

Annex |1

COUNTRY

NAME

ADDRESS

TEL,FAX,EMAIL

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Hamid Custovic

Agric.fac. Sarajevo

Tel:+387-61-775-211
Fax: 387-33-667-429
Tel : 387-33-665-033
email: hcustovic@smartnet.ba

Guido Scalici Ministry of Foreign Tel: +39 06 36 91 8101
Affairs Rome e-mail: guido.scalici@esteri.it
Anna Luise APAT-ROME Tel: +39 06 50072553
e-mail: anna.luise@apat.it
Lavina Monti Ministry of Foreign Tel: +39 06 31 91 3361
Italy Affairs
Pietro Laureano IPOGEA e-mail: ipogea@ipogea.org
Via Mattei
Firenze Italy
Sciortino Maurizio | ENEA. e-mail:
Cr Casaccia Via SCIORTINO@CASACCIA.ENEA.IT
Anguillarese 301
00060 Rome
Victor Louro General Directorate of | Tel:+351 21 3124 903
Forests Fax: +351 21312 4989
Portugal e-mail: victor.louro@dgrf.min-
agricultura.pt
Marco Rebelo Environment Ministry | Tel:+351 21 323 1576
e-mail:
marco.rebelo@gri.maotdr.gov.pt
Beatriz Bueno TRAGSATEC Tel : +3491 3226188
Julian Camarillo Email: bbgo@tragsatec.es
No.6 1laB
28037 Madrid
Spain Leopoldo Rojo Direcion general para | Tel: 915965924

la Biodiversidad Gran
via de San Francisco 4
2800 Madrid

Email: LROJO@ MMA .ES

Maria Noguerol
Alvarez

Spanish Ministry
Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation Avda
reyes catolicos no. 4
28040 Madrid

TEL: 34-91-5838342
FAX: 34-91-5838310
E-MAIL maria.noguerol@aeci.es
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COUNTRY NAME ADDRESS TEL,FAX,EMAIL
Monica Ruiz Ministerio de asuntos +34 91 5838538528
Exteriores.y de +34 91 5838227
cooperacion Auda monica.ruiz@mae.es
Reyes Cafolicos 4
Madrid 28040
Spain (cont.)
Eduardo del Direcion general para | Tel :91 5964908
Palacio la Biodiversidad Gran | Fax: 91 5964958

via de San Francisco 4
28005

e-mail: EPALACIO@MMA.ES

Madrid
Turkey Mevlut Duzgun Ministry of Tel: 90 312 417 9173
environment and Fax: 90 312 417 9160
forestry e-mail: apkkb-
ppd@cevreorman.gov.tr
OBSERVERS
COUNTRY NAME ADDRESS TEL,FAX,EMAIL
France Antoine Cornet Scientific French Tel: + 216 71 750 009
Commity on Fax: +216 71 750 254
Desertification e-mail: antoine.cornet@ird.fr
Israel Uriel Safriel Focal point of Israel URIEL36@GMAIL.COM
Alon Tal Ben Gurion Blasted Tel: +972-52-8-629368
Desertification email:alontal@bgu.ac.il
Research institute
Serbia and Gordana Grujic Ministry of Science and | Tel: +381 11 2157-381
Montenegro Environment Fax: +381 11 2158-793
Dr. Ivana Ribara 91 Mobile:+381 63 632-981
11070 Belgrade email: gordana.grujic@ekoserb.sr.gov.yu
UNCCD Elysabeth David +49-228-8152834

secretariat

edavid@unccd.int

Carmen Margina

+49-228-8152820
cmargina@unccd.int
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