\yl// \l///\\{; United Nations

V Convention to Combat
\{\A 4/}/ Desertification @

UNCCD

COP17

ULAANBAATAR 2026

Tentative Schedule of Side Events COP17*

Schedule for Side Events at the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia*

Monday 17 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 223 (KSA) Sustainable Water Management in Arid Regions: The Role of Water
Sector Governance in Saudi Arabia in Achieving Water Security

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 805 (Wetlands International) Wetlands as powerful solutions to combat drought,
land degradation and desertification

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-01: 213 (KSA) Addressing Global Water Challenges, Journey to the 11th World
Water Forum

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 642 (FSC-Indigenous Foundation) The Role of Forest in Mitigating Land
Degradation

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-01: 71 (UNU-IAS, IPSI, EcoAgriculture Partners, 1000 Landscapes for a Billion
People Initiative, UNDP, CGIAR, Yolda Initiative , Ambition Loop) The imperative to
finance landscape and territorial scale governance to achieve multiple policy-action goals

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-02: 151 (Beijing Forestry University) Scientific Pathways for Restoring the
Mongolian Plateau: Climate Change, Desertification Dynamics, and Support for Mongolia’s
Billion Trees Initiative

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-02: 558 (Future Forest) Mobilizing CSOs and Youths for Future Earth



(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-02: 286 (Wayfinders Circle -World Union of Indigenous Spiritual Practitioners
(WUISP) -Nia Tero -Pawanka Fund) Indigenous Peoples Pastoralists: Managing and
Restoring Ancestral Lands through Intergenerational transmission of Knowledge and Self
governance practices

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 662 (Council of Europe and other partners (Spain)) Landscapes for Resilience: A
Multifaceted Response to Land Degradation, Climate Stress and Social Vulnerability

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-03 (CSO): 428 (Young Professionals For Agricultural Development -YPARD) Young
people fostering multisectoral partnerships to combat desertification and promote synergies
under the Rio Conventions

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 560 (Global Landscapes Forum, CIFOR-ICRAF, and the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification, UNCCD, with the proposed participation of the
Government of Mongolia) Stewarding rangelands for a land degradation-neutral world:
lessons from Africa

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 332 (RAED - Arab Network for Environment and Development)
Sustainable Agriculture in Dry Areas in the Arab Region

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 492 (Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE), in collaboration with Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change India,
IUCN, CoE-SLM of ICFRE, and Space application centre, ISRO, India) Launch of first ever
Guide on India’s Grasslands and other Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs)

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 707 (Rights and Resources Institute) Moving Rights Forward: Advancing
Pastoralist Rights and Customary Tenure Through Legal and Policy Change

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 357 (UNCCD Earthbanc) Title: Earthbanc

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-04: 99 (High Atlas Foundation) Rooted in Change: Women’s Leadership in
Agriculture as Morocco’s Carbon Opportunity

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-04: 705 (Conservation International) Integrated Land Use Planning in Practice:
Advancing Inclusive and Data-Driven Decision Support

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-05: 850 (Republic of Kazakhstan) Side Event concerning the establishment of a UN
water-related structure



(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 704 (Water Youth Network) From COP to the UN Water Conference: Youth
Priorities for a Just Water Agenda

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-05: 338 (UNDP, UNEP and UNCCD) Unlocking Land Restoration Financing for
Resilience and Stability in Fragile and Conflict-affected Settings

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 702 (The Nature Conservancy) Infrastructure, Nature-Based Solutions and LD
Prevention

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-06: 439 (IUCN/Global EbA Fund) Financing resilience — scaling ecosystem-based
solutions for degraded lands through integrated research, action, finance and policy

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-07: 122 (UNCCD , United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
of Women, The Kaschak Institute, Landesa) Establishing a Follow-up Mechanism for the
Implementation of the UNCCD Gender Action Plan (GAP)

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 633 (National Environmental Youth Council of Mongolia) International Young
Land Professionals Networking Event

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-22: 318 (The Corbett Foundation) Community-based Restoration of Grasslands: A
Sustainable Model from Kutch, Gujarat, India

(15:00 - 16:30

* MET-22: 204 (CEMADEN MCTI and Instituto Nacional do Semiarido, Universidade
Federal de Campina Grande) Social Technologies for Reversing Risk of Drought and
Desertification: Building Resilience, Prosperity and Sustainability Across the Latin America’s
Drylands

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-22: 107 (Kaschak Institute, UN Women, Women Land Rights Initiative, Panama and
Germany / BMZ) High-level dialogue on the path to an enhanced GAP under the UNCCD

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-23: 800 (Natural Resources & Watershed Management Org. of Iran (NRWO)) Best
Practices of Iran in Combating Desertification and SDS management

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-23: 126 (Comité Scientifique Francgais de la Désertification) Pastoral Systems & the
Rio Conventions: Science for Policy and Finance to Unlock Co-Benefits

(15:00 - 16:30

* MET-23: 347 (Wetlands International, Wildlife Science and Conservation Center of
Mongolia (WSCC), Greifswald Mire Center & FAQO) Peatlands as Nature-based Solutions for
LDN, Drought Resilience and Climate Action



(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-23: 81 (Organisation internationale de la Francophonie (OIF)) Atelier préparatoire des
pays francophones

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-24: 324 (Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Mongolia Office) JICA’s
Initiatives for Climate and Environmental Sustainability in Mongolia

(15:30 - 16:30)
* MET-24: 469 (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) Investing in
Pastoral Futures: Responsible Investment for Resilient and Healthy Rangelands

Tuesday 18 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-01: 47 (Beijing Forestry University) Building a Greener Mongolian Plateau: China—
Mongolia Cooperation for Ecological Restoration, Desertification Control, and Mongolia’s
Billion Trees Vision

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-01: 100 (The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)) Financing Climate-Smart
Agriculture for Land Restoration: Linking Sustainable Land Management with Carbon
Markets

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-01: 236 (KSA) Fostering Innovation: Regulatory Sandboxes for Drought-Resilient
Technologies

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 106 (International Conservation Caucus Foundation) Policy Coherence in Action:
From Theory to Practice — Results and Lessons Learned

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-01: 573 (International Water Management Institute, Global Commission on the
Economics of Water) When Water Has No Price, Land Pays the Cost: Reforming Agricultural
Subsidies and Tariffs to Finance Land Restoration

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-02: 98 (French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development) Counter-
mapping pastoral mobility: traditional knowledge, land justice, and sustainable rangeland
management

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-02: 267 (National Agency for Meteorology, Hydrology and Environmental
Monitoring (NAMEM)) National rangeland monitoring network, including soil degradation
and recovery trend

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 317 (Ministry of Environment) Desertification,drought,and dust storms in Iraq



(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-02: 226 (Arid Land Research Center, Tottori University) Strengthening food security
through crop-livestock management with sustainable rangeland in drylands: From Mongolia
to Eurasia

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 709 (Drynet (AJESH, Indigo development & change PLC, Meat
Naturally)) Community-Led Regenerative Livelihood Systems and Value Chains for Land
Degradation Neutrality and Resilient Landscapes

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 177 IMPACT Kenya) Shepherding the Future: Voices from African Indigenous
Pastoralists

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 616 (Food and Agriculture Organization) FAO—UNCCD Joint Initiative:
Advancing Land Tenure integration for Land Restoration

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-04: 165 (Qur'anic Botanic Garden, Hamad bin Khalifa University) Botanical Gardens
as Partners in Land Restoration: Qatar's Qur'anic Botanic Garden's Model for Arid-Region
Native Species Conservation

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-04: 210 (Sahara and Sahel Observatory) From Data to Hope: Country-Led UNCCD
Reporting for Restored Landscapes

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-04: 412 (International Water Management Institute) Launching the Drought Action
Catalyst Strategy: Catalytic Assistance for Integrated Drought Resilience, Finance and
Mitigation

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-05: 295 (TMG Think Tank for Sustainability, [UCN) Governing and Financing Land
Restoration at the National Level: A High-Level Dialogue

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 449 (CAUCE: Cultura Ambiental, Causa Ecologista, AIDER and Drynet
Network) Healthy Soils 4 Food: Connecting Agricultural Land Restoration, Food Systems
and Nutrition

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 109 (Global Environment Facility) Present and Future of GEF Support to
UNCCD: From GEF-8 to GEF-9

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-05: 635 (WOCAT (CDE, GIZ, FAO, ICARDA, ISRIC, ICIMOD, CIAT),
PANORAMA (GIZ, TUCN, UNDP)) Knowledge for Implementing the Rio Conventions

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 598 (NIA TERO and FSC-Indigenous Foundation) Report Launch, Beyond



Fragmentation: Advancing Coherence, Equity, and Indigenous Leadership Across the Rio
Conventions

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 443 (COP30 Presidency) Halting and Reversing Deforestation and Forest
Degradation by 2030: COP30 Presidency Roadmap and other initiatives

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-06: 275 (Integrated Drought Management Programme / Global Mechanism of
UNCCD) Turning the Tide on Drought: From Country Needs to Action with the Integrated
Drought Management Programme (IDMP/WMO/GWP), the Global Mechanism of the
UNCCD, and Partners

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-06: 181 (Plant-for-the-Planet Foundation) Restoring Land, Empowering the Next
Generation: Youth and Intergenerational Leadership in Land Restoration

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-07: 619 (OPEC Fund for International Development) Green-Blue Finance: Investing
in the Land-Water Nexus for Resilience

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-07: 501 (Green Mongolia Hub) Voice of the Desert: The Expanding Reality of
Desertification, Understanding Regional Dryland Risks, Climate Vulnerability, and Land
Degradation Trends

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 96 (Future Leaders Network) Closing the Drought Communication Gap: Youth
Harnessing Media for Policy-to-Public Action

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 97 (SEVA /ILRI/ IYRP South Asia) Rangeland Awards/ Champions and Best
Practices of Community on Rangeland Management and Pastoralism

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-07: 313 (The Alliance of National and International Science Organizations for the Belt
and Road Regions (ANSO), Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Society of Entrepreneurs and
Ecology Foundation) Science, Innovation and Partnership for Combating Desertification:
China and Mongolia Joining Hands for a Green Future

Wednesday 19 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 589 (Department of Forestry and Range Resources) Integrating indigenous



knowledge with scientific knowledge to manage land degradation and achieve LDN in
Botswana

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 53 (Centre for Tribals and Rural Development Trust) Powering Resilient
Landscapes: Clean Energy, Climate Action, and Livelihood Transformation

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-01: 85 (Center for Sustainability and Climate, Prince Sultan University) Sustainable
Land Management and Indigenous Communities in the Global South: Traditional Knowledge,
Climate Resilience, and Equitable Development

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-01: 219 (KSA) Greening Saudi Arabia: The Saudi Land Rehabilitation Watch

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-02: 503 (ongolian University of Life Sciences /MULS, Ulaanbaatar, as Partner of
Eurasia-Pacific University Network; host of “EPU-Center for Integrated Sustainable Land
Management”) 50 years experience and scientific based outlooking afforestation — serving the
Mongolian Green Wall 1 Billion Tree Project.

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-02: 597 (Resource Conflict Institute (RECONCILE)) Rethinking Investment in
Rangelands: Advancing Inclusive Green Investments and Pastoralist Rights through [YRP
2026 Campaign

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 378 (Green Gold — Mongolian Rangeland Research Center) Mongolia's Wool &
Cashmere Sector and Rangeland Responsibility

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 89 (YLE foundation) Restoring Land, Restoring Lives: Scalable Solutions for
Arid Regions, for food security

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 65 (Agence Nationale de la Grande Muraille Verte de la Mauritanie (ANGMYV))
The Importance of Geospatial Data for the Great Green Wall Initiative

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 550 (Mongolian Youth Council NGO) LIVING ON THE FRONTLINES
OF DESERTIFICATION: HERDERS’ VOICES FROM MONGOLIA’S DRYLANDS

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 153 (Islamic Organisation for Food Security - ICESCO - COMSTATS) Climate-
Smart Agriculture for Combating Desertification and Enhancing Soil Health

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 614 (OPEC Fund for International Development) Financing Drought and Water
Resilience: From Land Restoration to Water Security



(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-04: 701 (Ministry of Environment and Climate Change) Advancing Land Degradation
Neutrality through South-South Cooperation and Rio Convention Synergies

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-04: 113 (MARAG - Maldhari Rural Action Group - India with SAPA - South Asia
Pastoral Alliance) From Commons to Climate Action: Pastoralist Policy Priorities for
Rangeland Restoration in South & Central Asia

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-04: 414 (Women Caucus for CBD, FARN, Women’s Environment and Development
Organization (WEDO) and the Women and Gender Constituency for UNFCCC) Lessons
Learned from Gender Action Plans toward the New UNCCD Strategic Framework

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-05: 180 (IMPACT Kenya, Ereto Solidarity Fund, Kenya State Department of
Livestock Development (SDLD), UN Development Program, AfDB, International Land
Coalition (ILC), Rights Resources Institute (RRI), Food and Agriculture Organization,
MISEREOR, BMZ-GIZ) Land Tenure, Mobility and Financing: Advancing Rights-Based
Investments for African Pastoralist Communities

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 472 (LEATHUB Center, Mongolian University of Life Sciences (MULS), in
collaboration with the Green Cashmere Innovation System (GCIS) initiative) Green
Cashmere Innovation System (GCIS): Sustainable Textile Solutions for Land Restoration and
Climate Resilience

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 348 (International Water Management Institute) Acting Before the Shock: El Nifio
2026 Preparedness for Food, Water and Climate Security

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-05: 171 (RAED - Arab Network for Environment and Development) From
Sandstorms to Resilience: Inclusive Arab Pathways for Land Restoration and Drought
Preparedness

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-05: 584 (ChildFund Alliance; Plant-for-the-Planet; UNCCD Youth; Sendai Youth
Network) The Land Jury: Youth verdict on the 2030 LDN Target

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-06: 114 (UNU-INWEH) Drought Resilience Assessment Frameworks in the Age of
Water Bankruptcy

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 305 (Green gold-Mongolian Rangeland Research Center) Responsible Nomads: A
Market-Based Tool to Combat Desertification and Sustainable Pastoralism

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 64 (Wildlife sciene and conservation center of Mongolia) Wetlands, Climate
Resilience and Mitigation Operations Under Climate Change



(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-04: 277 (World Meteorological Organization) Advances in drought, aridity and impact
monitoring for drought resilience

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-06: 625 (Global Water Partnership, UNCCD, WMO, ADPC, University of Nebraska
Medical Center) Accelerating Drought Resilience through Learning, Collaboration and
Practice

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-07: 272 (Intergovernmental Authority on Development) Unlocking Socio-Economic
Potential of Pastoral Systems through Coherent Transhumance Policies

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-07: 474 (UNDP, Government of Mongolia, Government of Panama) Harnessing
Artificial Intelligence (Al) to Advance Policy Coherence between the Rio Conventions and
National Development Plans

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 285 (Both ENDS) How inclusive land restoration can contribute to social cohesion
and stability: Learning from Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration in the Sahel

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 612 (Belgium and CIFOR-ICRAF) Restoring Drylands Through Grazing
Management

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 207 (European Commission) Gender parity and meaningful participation:
strengthening women negotiators in the UNCCD

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-08: 370 (African Development Bank) Mobilizing investments to accelerate the
implementation of the Great Green Wall Initiative: the role of the African Development Bank

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-30: 105 (Science-Policy Interface of the UNCCD) Launch of the third edition of the
UNCCD’s flagship publication, the Global Land Outlook, titled Caring for Land, Securing
our Future.

Thursday 20 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 129 (Desert Forestry Experimental Center, Chinese Academy of Forestry)
Dengkou Model: A Demonstration of Scientific Desert Control and Eco-Industry Integration

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 506 (Mongolian Food Industry Union) Just Transitions in the Dust: Agents of
Change Aligning Industry, Labour, and a Rights-Based Future



(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-01: 247 (KSA) Empowering Rural Communities Through Economic Enablement and
Sustainable Rural Development in Saudi Arabia

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-01: 465 (Ministry of Environmen of Government of Pert) Legislative, Investments
and policy instruments to protect rangelands and pastoralists from indiscriminate land
conversion

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-01: 125 (Surge Africa Organisation) Restoring Land. Building Peace. Launch of a
CSO-led Declaration on Land, Peace and Security

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-02: 436 (UN WomenThe Economic Justice and Rights (EJR) and Feminist Action for
Climate Justice Action Coalitions) Advancing Women’s Economic Justice: Perspectives from
the Land-Care—Climate Nexus and Knowledge Product Launch

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-02: 163 (Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University) Scaling Hope: Local Voices
Driving Land Restoration and Resilience

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 75 (UNCCD Science-Policy Interface) From Science to Policy: Advancing SDS
source identification and adaptive monitoring for a resilient path to LDN

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 405 (Government of South Africa - Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment)
Restoring Landscapes in South Africa (ReLISA)

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-02: 144 (Rural Development Administration (RDA), Republic of Korea & Texas
A&M University) WISE: A Global Platform for Assessing Climate Impacts on Drought and
Flood

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 63 (Arid Land Research Center / International Platform for Dryland
Research and Education, Tottori University) From Soil Health to Wealth: Research and
Innovation Pathways for Regenerative and Climate-Resilient Food Systems

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 172 (Arab Office for Youth and Environment) Restoring Hope in Arab
Drylands: Civil Society, Science, and Regional Action for Resilient Futures

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 260 (DesertNet International DNI) Soil Information Systems as levers to
Sustainable Land Management and Land Restoration

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 455 (The Mohammed VI Foundation for Environmental Protection) Nine
Centuries, One Oasis: Regenerating the Periurban Palm Grove of Marrakech, Africa's Iconic



UNESCO City, for Land Restoration, Water Resilience and Community Inclusion
Restoration, Water Resilience and Community Inclusion in Drylands

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-04: 60 (Gulf Cooperation Council for Arab States) Innovation and Advanced

Technologies for Combating Desertification in Arid Environments: The GCC Experience as a
Model

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-04: 433 (Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India;
Centre of Excellence, ICFRE, India) Reclaiming Human-Affected and Severely Degraded
Landscapes: Science and Practice from India

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-04: 412 (International Water Management Institute) Launching the Drought Action
Catalyst Strategy: Catalytic Assistance for Integrated Drought Resilience, Finance and
Mitigation

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-05: 650 (Drynet) Community-driven innovative and inclusive sustainable land and
territorial management in rangelands and landscapes

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 522 (People in Need; 2. GIZ Mongolia; 3. UNDP Mongolia; 4. Breathe Mongolia
NGO; 5. National Environmental Youth Council NGO) The Role of Civil Society
Organizations in Driving UNCCD and UNFCCC Synergies: A Perspective from Mongolia

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-05: 35 (Comité permanent inter-Etats de Lutte contre la sécheresse dans le Sahel)
Pastoralism in the Sahel and West Africa: A Decade of Action for Pastoral Communities and
Future Pathways

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-05: 84 (Nature and People Foundation (Russia)) Yielding to Nature: Exploring
Market-Based Incentives for Land Degradation Neutrality

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-05: 694 (Asociacion Intercultural Bari Wesna, AJESH, Drynet and IUCN) Indigenous
data and resilient territories: Community monitoring for Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-06: 322 (Mongolian Wool and Cashmere Association) Mongolian Cashmere

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-06: 382 (Yolda Initiative, Global Alliance for Rangelands and Pastoralists, UNDP,
World Bank, United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability,
International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative, Green Gold Mongolian Rangeland
Research Center, Agricultural Research Council of South Africa) Scaling Rangeland
Restoration Through Sustainable Pastoralism



(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 111 (Wageningen University) Cultivating Adaptive Grassland Management in the
Asian Dryland Belt

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-05: 508 (WOCAT; UNDP; UNCCD STI; country Parties (Sri Lanka, Turkmenistan,
Egypt and others); OSS) Consultation and knowledge sharing on Strengthening Capacity for
Land Degradation Neutrality Monitoring and Decision Support

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-06: 203 (GEF (Global Environment Facility)) From Data to Decisions: Leveraging
GEF Global Activities to Strengthen UNCCD Reporting and Achieve Land Degradation
Neutrality

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-07: 132 (Action pour le Developpement du Sahel (ADESA)) La Coalition Nationale
de la Grande Muraille Verte au Niger constitue un dispositif stratégique de coordination, de
suivi des actions et des projets ainsi que de la mobilisation des partenaires et des ressources

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 424 (Climate Investment Funds/Global Environment Facility) Integrated
Landscape Investment: Complementary Financing by CIF and GEF

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-07: 250 (Senegalese Agency for Reforestation and Great Green Wall) Senegal’s Great
Green Wall Integrator Programme (PIGMV): Mobilizing Partnerships and Investments for
Land Restoration and Community Resilience

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-07: 93 (Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and Resources, Chinese Academy of
Sciences (NIEER)) Impacts and Regulation of Climate Change and Human Activities on
Desertification and Dust Storm Processes in the Mongolian Plateau

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 239 (ARARIPE FOUNDATION) Best practices experiences and bioeconomy
perspectives for Brazilian drylands

Friday 21 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 192 (Sahara and Sahel Observatory) From Land Degradation Neutrality to
Transformative Investments for Resilient Territories

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-01: 604 (German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS)) From Research
to Reality: Developing Innovations for Reconciling Food Security and Sustainable Land
Management in Sub-Saharan Africa



(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-01: 476 (Australian Embassy, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) From
Grasslands to Markets: ACIAR Partnerships for Sustainable Rural Transformation in
Mongolia

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-01: 640 (Ministry of Social Development and Assistance, Family and Fight against
Hunger of Brazil and International Fund for Agricultural Development) Access to Water,
Socio-Productive Inclusion, and Resilience in Combating Desertification - Experiences from
the Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty and beyond

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-01: 800 (KSA) Soilless and Soil-Smart: Scaling Hydroponics and Aquaponics for
Sustainable Food Systems in Drylands

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-02: 548 (Universal Greening Organisation) Youth and Women at the Frontlines:
Driving Climate Action and Land Restoration in Rangelands

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-02: 714 (Conservation International) Advancing Rio Synergies Through Land
Degradation Neutrality

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 329 (China Green Foundation, World Economic Forum) From Desert to Asset:
Land Restoration & Sustainable Investment

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 268 (Information and Research Institute of Meteorology, Hydrology and
Environment (IRIMHE)) Nationally Determined Contribution and land degredation issue

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-02: 355 (UN Environment Programme and partners UN office for Disaster Risk
Reduction, UNU Institute for Environment and Human Security, The International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Center for Conservation Innovation Ph Inc. (CCIPH),
Government of Philippines) Aligning agendas: Biodiversity, Land Degradation, and Loss &
Damage in the climate context

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-03 (CSO): 232 (Oxfam International) Secure Tenure Rights - A Stepping-stone to
build stronger food systems, resilient communities and achieve climate goals

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 209 (Green Development Foundation) Inclusive Community-Led Land
Restoration and Water Resilience in South Africa

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 320 ((UNU-EHS) Leveraging land degradation neutrality monitoring and
reporting for integrated land use planning and coordinated action on land



(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 595 (International Center for Research in Forestry) From Field to Finance
and Policy: Soil Data and Evidence for Land Restoration

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 220 (CIRAD) Restoring the Value of Rangelands: Leveraging Multifunctionality
for Sustainable Investment and Multi-Stakeholder Synergies

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 666 (UN Environment Programme) Aligning Biodiversity, Climate and Land for
Impact on the Ground

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-04: 333 (President's Initiative "White Gold") Mongolia’s Vision for Climate-Resilient
Livelihoods, sustainable “White gold” value chain model

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-04: 388 (Rural Development Fund) From rangelands to mountain landscapes:
community-led restoration across Asia

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-05: 256 (International Women's federation of commerce and industry Mongolia)
Future Soum: Creative Economies for Fragile Lands, Women and Youth Rebuilding Rural
Futures

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 409 (International Development Law Organization (IDLO), Inter-Governmental
Authority on Development (IGAD), Réseau Billital Maroobé (RBM), Resource Conflict
Institute (RECONCILE), Rights and Resources Group (RRI)) Realizing the right to food in
the rangelands: Rule of law solutions for land governance and resource conflict management

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-05: 166 (China National Sand Control and Desert Industry Society
Secretariat(CNSC)) Corporate Power: China’s Land Degradation Neutrality Practice — From
Commitment to Action

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-05: 74 (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water management of the Republic of
Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina) From Land Degradation to Peacebuilding: Integrated
Natural Resource Management as a Pathway to Resilience and Stability

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-05: 302 (UNDP (SGP/Local Action)) Financing locally-led solutions for resilience in
rangelands and pastoralist landscapes: launch of two new initiatives in Africa and Asia-
Pacific

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-06: 660 (International Land Coalition (ILC), UNCCD Youth Caucus, Youth Initiative
for Land in Africa (Yilaa), Multi-stakeholder Platform on Youth Land Governance
(YLMPA), RBM) CULTIVATING RESILIENCE: YOUTH-CENTRED POLICIES AS THE
CATALYST AGAINST DROUGHT AND DESERTIFICATION IN AFRICA



(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 611 (IUCN EURO) Implementing EU policies: aligning Nature Restoration and
Sustainable Livestock

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-06: 570 (Government of Mali; Government of Burkina Faso; Government of
Uzbekistan; Government of Mongolia; UNDP; UNCCD Global Mechanism; International
Land Coalition) Inclusive and gender-transformative ecosystem restoration in practice:
lessons on land rights, governance, financing and community resilience in rangelands, small
island developing states and conflict-affected areas

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-06: 484 (The Intergovernmental Authority on Development) Unpacking the

Challenges and Opportunities of communal rangelands and territories governance in the Horn
of Africa

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-06: 610 (International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), UNCCD Youth
Caucus, UN Women, ECB Sustainable Youth Foundation) Rooted in Land: Intergenerational,
Community-Driven Leadership by Women and Youth in Restoration and Resilience.

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-07: 374 (FAO, GEF, UNCCD-GM, Countries) What makes national drought plans
investable

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 682 (Emam for Culture and Development NGO) The Nile Delta Under Pressure:
Youth-Led Adaptation to Desertification and Climate Change

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 615 (OPEC Fund for International Development) From LDN Targets to Bankable
Projects: Financing Land Restoration at Scale

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 184 (Clean Earth Gambia) Inclusive Community Approaches to Restoration in
Africa

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 160 (APEFE) Making the Invisible Visible: Strengthening the Role of Civil
Society in the Great Green Wall

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-30: 79 (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan) Regenerative
Agriculture and Sustainable Land Management: Japan’s Innovative Technologies and
Approaches

Saturday 22 August 2026




(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 398 (UNU-EHS) Tackling aridity and drought risks across the Rio Conventions,
the Convention on Wetlands and the Sendai Framework

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 572 (EIT Food) Regenerative Agriculture for Land Restoration and Healthy Diets:
Closing the Finance Gap

(13:00 - 14:30)

« MET-01: 557 (Ministry for Foreign Affairs Iceland/GRO/Green Gold - Mongolian
Rangeland Research Center) Partners in Restoration: Iceland and Mongolia for resilient
social-ecological landscapes

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-01: 509 (International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (ITASA) in collaboration
with the UNCCD Secretariat, Science, Technology and Innovation Unit; Global Mechanism
of the UNCCD; ORMEX; UNDP Mongolia; International Rice Research Institute (IRRI,
TBC); BRICS Competition Law & Policy Centre, HSE University (Moscow)) Restoring
Land, Securing Futures: Carbon Farming in Greater Central Asia

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-01: 512 (Department of Fisheries, Forestry and the Environment; Department of
Agriculture; South African National Biodiversity Institute; South African National parks;
Agricultural Research Council) UNCCD LDN TSP 2 South Africa: Report on
multidimensional indicator framework implementation pilot, with local communities as
stewards of the land

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-02: 391 (UNECE) Healthy Rangelands, Flowing Rivers: A Nature-Based Solution to
Water Security in Central Asia

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-02: 249 (African Union Commission (AUC), African Development Bank (AfDB),
UNCCD,Pan-african Agency of the Great Green Wall (PAGGW)) Ease of Preparation and
Funding of Projects and Programs of the Great Green Wall

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 467 (National Forestry and Grassland Administration of China) China’s Green
Great Wall Showcase the LDN Practice

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-03 (CSO): 159 (Community of Learning and Practice on Drought Management
(CLP)) Bridging Drought Data Gaps to Inform Decision-making: From Measurement to
Action

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-03 (CSO): 416 (Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI) and Community Land Rights
and Conservation Finance Initiative (CLARIFT), IMPACT Kenya, MPIDO, ILEPA and
AFPAT) Investing in Pastoralism: Unlocking Climate Finance and Partnerships for African
Pastoralist Systems



(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 299 (DesertNet International; ECB Sustainable Youth Foundation; New
Mexico State University; University of Wisconsin-Madison; Jornada Experimental Range)
Managing Connectivity of Wind, Water, and Livestock for Dryland Restoration

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-03: 364 ( Yolda Initiative, Cenesta, Global Alliance for Rangelands and Pastoralists
(GA4RP), ICCA Consortium, International Land Coalition (ILC), Shan Shui Conservation
Center, JASIL / ICCA Mongolia Working Group, UNDP/GEF Small Grants Programme,
United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS), and
the International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative (IPSI)) Protected and Conserved
Areas, Pastoralists’ Rights and Territories of Life: Towards Inclusive Conservation and
Resilient Rangelands

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-04: 139 (UNCCD CLP Africa) From Local Communities to Resilient Landscapes:
Empowering African Cooperatives for Sustainable Land Restoration and Data-Driven
Drought Resilience

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 810 (People, Food and Land Foundation) Coordinating Land Restoration at Scale

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-04: 639 (Sao Francisco and Parnaiba Valleys Development Company (CODEVASF))
South-South Cooperation for Sustainable Rural Development in Drylands: good practices
from Brazil and Céte d'Ivoire

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-04: 386 (CMS Secretariat, National Committee on Ecology and Climate Change of
Uzbekistan, Global Alliance for Rangelands and Pastoralists, Yolda Initiative) Sustainable
Rangelands for Pastoralists, Migratory Species and Climate Resilience

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-04: 721 (JUCN/G20 Global Land Initative, UNCCD) Tracking Restoration Reality:
Launch of the Global Land Restoration Achievements 2026 Report

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 669 (DryNet, CENESTA, SPONG, ICCA Consortium, [UCN) Indigenous
Nomadic Pastoralists’ Territories of Life: Pathways to Rangeland Restoration and Dryland
Resilience

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 689 (Emam for Culture and Development NGO) Al for Land Restoration: Youth
Innovation for Combating Desertification in the Global South

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-05: 649 (UNCCD Y outh Caucus, International Land Coalition (ILC), Youth Initiative
for Land in Africa (Yilaa), Multi-stakeholder Platform on Youth Land Governance
(YLMPA), RBM) CULTIVATING RESILIENCE: YOUTH-CENTRED POLICIES AS THE
CATALYST AGAINST DROUGHT AND DESERTIFICATION IN AFRICA



(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-05: 311 (Chinese Academy of Forestry, General Secretariat of the League of Arab
States) Enlarged Meeting of the Steering Committee of the China-Arab International
Research Center for Drought, Desertification and Land Degradation and the China-Arab
Cooperation Seminar

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 136 (Catholic Youth Network for Environmental Sustainability in Africa)
Restoring Land, Restoring Hope: Faith Communities as Partners in Land Restoration

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-06: 369 (International Development Law Organization (IDLO); Steps without Borders
NGO; University of Oxford, School of Geography and the Environment) Safeguarding
pastoralist lands through Social Impact Assessment

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 359 (South Asian Forum for Environment) Land-Food-Climate: The Neo- Nexus
Poverty Trap in Global South

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-06: 231 (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, International Land
Coalition, Landesa, TMG Research, UNCCD, UNEP-WCMC) From Commitment to
Accountability: Strengthening Land Tenure Indicators Across the Rio Conventions

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-06: 703 (Youth initiative for land in Africa, Yilaa /DRC) Youth, Peace and Land
Restoration in Conflict-Affected Areas in the DRC

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 381 (CIFOR-ICRAF, European Union, Brands on a Mission) Thrivelands:
Unlocking Investment and Action for Resilient Drylands

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 162 (International Livestock Research Institute) Launch of the STELARR
Rangelands Restoration Investment Hub

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-30: 173 (Resilient40) Restoring Land, Restoring Hope: Youth Leadership for Resilient
Futures

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-31: 672 (University of Regina) Equipping the Next Generation of Land Heroes:
Youth-Led Gardens as Engines of Sustainable Land Management

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-31: 504 (Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and CGIAR - Multifunctional
Landscapes Program) Restore land, restore hope: Bridging the Science-Policy-Finance Gap
for Rio Nexus Action



(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-31: 678 (Ambition Loop/Drought and Water Resilience Breakthrough Coalition) The
Rangelands-Drought Nexus: Unlocking Co-Benefits Through Integrated and Inclusive Land
Governance

Monday 24 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 216 (KSA) Advancing Resilience Through Early Warning: The International
Initiative for Sand and Dust Storms

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-01: 495 (UNDP,Mongolia in partnerhsip with Government of Mongolia, Development
Bank of Mongolia and UNCDF) Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue "Mongolia’s Path from Coal to
Clean Heating Solutions in Ger Districts"

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-01: 349 (Italian Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security) From Observation
to Action: Innovations, Challenges and Opportunities for Monitoring Land Degradation and
Desertification

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 407 (The World Bank) Why Scale Investments in Sustainable Landscapes?

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-01: 222 (KSA) Unlocking Private Investment for Environmental Growth

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-02: 500 (Department of Grassland Management of the National Forestry and
Grassland Administration, China) China's Experience and Global South Application:
Degraded Grassland Restoration and Land Degradation Neutrality

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-02: 308 (Landesa) Who Will Restore the Land: Stand for Her Land as a Mechanism to
achieve Gender-Just LDN

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 149 (The Ministry of the Environment, Government of Japan) Community-Based
Ecosystem Management for Combating Desertification in Mongolia

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 680 (WWF) From Pathways to Practice: Scaling Forest and Landscape
Restoration for Land Degradation Neutrality

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-03 (CSO): 276 (Sustainable Fibre Alliance / Rangeland Stewardship Council, [UCN,
ILRI, COP16 Presidency (KSA)) Financing Land Restoration at Scale: Investment Pathways
for Rangelands



(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 178 (Mongolian Academy of Sciences) RESTORING RANGELAND
AND COMBATING DESERTIFICATION

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 634 (IFAD; German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development; CompensACTION Secretariat (GIZ); Alliance Bioversity and CIAT; the
Economics of Land Degradation Initiative (ELD)/GIZ) From Land Degradation to
Sustainable Land Investment: Scaling Payments for Ecosystem Services for Resilient
Landscapes and Rural Communities

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 208 (Ministry of Culture, Sports, Tourism and Youth of Mongolia
(MCSTY) & (UNDP) Mongolia) Folklore4Land — Living Knowledge for Land Restoration

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 524 (Ministry of Education in Mongolia) Investing in Children and Youth for a
Greener Future: Environment Education Entrepreneurship nexus

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 245 (The National Green Lab, The Business Council of Mongolia, Mongolian
Nature's Legacy Foundation) Land, Capital, Impact: The National Green Lab Pitch Event

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-04: 719 (Conservation Biology Institute and Cambodia Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries) Sustainable Land Restoration Strategies for Agricultural and Forest
Soil Health

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-04: 103 (Korea Forest Service (KFS) and (Mongolian Government) National Forest
Agency of Mongolia(NFA)) International Cooperation to Combat Desertification in
Mongolia: 20 Years of the Korea-Mongolia Greenbelt Project and the Path Forward

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-05: 549 (Asian Development Bank) High-Level Launch of ADB’s FIELD Initiative:
Financing Land Restoration, Drought Resilience, and Nature-Positive Growth Across Asia-
Pacific (Financing for Enabling Land Restoration and Combating Desertification — pending
internal ADB review)

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-05: 510 (WWF and IUCN) From Commitment to Capital: Financing Resilient
Grasslands, Savannahs and Rangelands for People, Nature and Climate

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-05: 551 (Asian Development Bank) High Level Launching ADB’s Land Degradation
and Desertification Finance Partnership Facility (FIELD): Financing for Enabling Land
Restoration and Combating Desertification in Asia-Pacific

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-05: 83 ( Nature and People Foundation (Russia)) One Steppe Forward: Regional
Dialogue on Land Restoration and Resilience in Northern and Central Eurasia



(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-05: 319 (Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, International
Rice Research Institute) Rio Synergies in Action: Unlocking Finance for Land, Climate,
Biodiversity and Food through Integrated Planning

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 101 (CIFOR-ICRAF, European Union, IFAD, UNCCD, Business4Land Initiative)
Strengthening resilience and investment in the Great Green Wall: from Evidence to Action

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 131 (Loro Piana, LVMH, SFA) Resilient Threads: How to strengthen cashmere
supply chains through public-private partnership and the operationalization of One Health

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-06: 670 (Youth Initiative for Land in Africa (YILAA); European Youth Forum, and
Restless Development Uganda) Land for Youth: Innovate, Secure, Thrive

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-06: 627 (Foundation for Ecological Security) Ideating a Community Stewardship
Fund: Bridging the Gap in IPLC-Led ConservatioN

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-07: 73 (Asian Forest Cooperation Organization (AFoCO)) Mobilizing Private Capital:
AFoCO's Business Models

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 218 (Isha Foundation and UNCCD CSO Panel) The Soil Nexus: Bridging
Economic Viability, Sustainability, and Food Security through Farmer-Led Stewardship

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 577 (The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development) Delivering
Biodiversity Gains in support of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 578 (The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development) Resilient Water
Use in Desertified Contexts: Upstream Management and Industrial Practice

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 574 (The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development) COP17 High-
Level Roundtable: Financing Soil & Rangeland Resilience

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-30: 517 (IsDB & ADB) Mobilizing Sustainable Finance for Resilient Landscapes:
MDB Leadership and Scalable Investment Solutions

Tuesday 25 August 2026




(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 315 (Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry of Mongolia (MOFALI))
Scaling Integrated Water and Land Resilience Solutions in Mongolia

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-01: 676 (Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment) One Billion Trees
Presidential Greening Programme: Showcasing South Africa’s efforts in addressing
environmental crisis including desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD)

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-01: 157 (Government of Mongolia (MECC and NANEM), ESCAP, Trilateral
Cooperation Secretariat(TCS)) From Commitments to Action: Strengthening Transboundary
Cooperation for Sand and Dust Storms in North-East Asia

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 444 (Northeast Consortium, Brazil (Consércio Nordeste)) Restoring for
Prosperity: The Caatinga, the Semiarid Region, and Climate Finance

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-01: 801 (KSA) Saudi Arabia’s Waste Management Transformation Toward a Circular
Economy

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-02: 330 (International Water Management Institute (IWMI)) Dust Storms as a
Transboundary Risk: Advancing Regional Action through the Water—Land Nexus

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-02: 652 (Society for Ecological Restoration, G20 Global Lands Initiative, & Deutsche
Gesellschatft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit GIZ) Proactive Ecosystem Restoration
Legislation - From Concept to Implementation

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-02: 645 (Ministry of Agrarian Development and Family Farming (MDA); Ministry of
the Environment and Climate Change (MMA); World Rural Forum (WRF); Regional Institute
of Appropriate Small Agriculture IRPAA) From EthnoCaatinga to Productive Forests:
Territorial Solutions for Land Restoration, Women's Leadership and Climate Resilience in
Drylands

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 127 (IUCN) Drylands at Scale: Financing and Partnerships under the GEF-7 DSL
Impact Programme

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 400 (Russian Federation; The Ecumene Global Forum) Guarding the Source:
Practical Solutions for Protecting Intertwined Ecosystems

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-03 (CSO): 138 (Woodwell Climate Research Center) Spotlight on Carbon Health of
Global Rangelands: Applications of novel ecosystem assessments to support public and
private sector land management



(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 367 (Republic of Tiirkiye Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and
Climate Change — General Directorate of Combating Desertification and Erosion)
Strengthening Resilience of Settlements to Hydrometeorological Disasters under Climate
Change

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 240 (PISLM, APACHETA, UNDP) Scaling LDN solutions for whole-of-
island benefits in SIDS

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 255 (Chadian Governemental Delegation) Mobilizing public and private
sectors for sustainable cotton productionMobilizing public and private sectors for sustainable
cotton production in Southern Chad

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-04: 142 (French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development) Strengthen
dryland research networks to advance land degradation neutrality and Rio Convention
synergies

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-04: 413 (IUCN, WFO, WBCSD, TNC, UNCCD Parties, WB, FAO) From
Commitments to Coordinated Action: Aligning Agricultural Landscapes to Deliver Land
Degradation Neutrality

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-04: 134 (UNEP) Nature for Resilient Infrastructure

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-04: 527 (Turkish Water Institute, General Directorate of Combating Desertification
and Erosion, the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate change of Tiirkiye)
From Istanbul to Abu Dhabi: Water-Land-Climate Nexus for Resilience

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-05: 258 (Southeast Asian chamber of commerce and industry in Mongolia) Beyond
Extraction: SEA—Mongolia Connectivity Through Regenerative Trade and Creative
Industries. (Cashmere, Women-Led Value Chains and Climate-Resilient Economies Across
Fragile Lands)

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-05: 451 (ENACT Partnership (International Union for Conservation of Nature))
Nature at the Core: Transformation for Land and Climate Resilience

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 365 (Africa Union & Gov. of South Africa) From Saudi Arabia to Mongolia -
global drought resilience is not a matter of choice but a necessity

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-05: 147 (French Scientific Committee on Desertification) Strengthening science
diplomacy for dialogue, trust and collective action



(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-05: 596 (Water Authority of Mongolia) Transitioning to Circular Water Management
for Climate-Resilient Communities in Drylands

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-06: 278 (UN-Water Expert Group on Water and Climate Change) Water as a
Connector: From UNCCD COP17 to the UN 2026 Water Conference and Beyond

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 723 (World Council of Churches) Faith Communities Call: Land for Life, Land
for Food — Sustainable Agroecology & FMNR

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-06: 40 (Korea Forest Service) Experiences and Partnerships in Advancing Forest
Ecosystem Restoration in Asia and Beyond

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-06: 296 (Deltares and UNCCD) Operationalising the Drought Nexus: Cross-sector
Pathways for Resilience

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-06: 667 (WWF) The Freshwater Challenge: Accelerating drought resilience for a
water secure world

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-07: 654 (The World Bank) Climate and Water Security in Landscapes

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 385 (Vital Voices Global Partnership) Resilient Communities, Resilient Planet:
Women at the Heart of Climate Solutions

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 671 (National Drought Management Authority) Restoring Land, Restoring Hope:
Early Warning and Anticipatory Action for Resilient Drylands

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 539 (TMG Research) The peace dividend of investing in West Africa’s rangelands

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 579 (Watershed Organisation Trust) Begin with Water: Water Stewardship as the
Foundation of Dryland Resilience

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-14: 514 (UNEP; European Commission (EC), United Nations Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction (UNDRR), UNCCD- IDRA) Report launch: Drought Resilience Capacity
indicator - Aligning monitoring, policy, implementation and investment

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-30: 384 (UNECE) Nature-Based Solutions for Water Security in Central Asia: From
Rangeland Stewardship to Artificial Glaciers



Wednesday 26 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-01: 485 (Ministry of Environment and Climate Change of Mongolia (MECC);
National Committee on Gender Equality (NCGE), United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)) High-level Dialogue on Investing in Gender-Responsive Land Restoration:
Mongolia, Global Lessons, and the Ulaanbaatar Roadmap

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 618 (UNDP) Threads of Change: Regenerative Fashion, Land Restoration and
Economic Opportunities

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-01: 212 (KSA) Restoration of Degraded Landscapes to Enhance Food Security in Arid
Regions

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 304 (European Commission) The ILM Playbook - Lessons from the Landscapes
for our Future Programme

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-01: 266 (Welthungerhilfe , Agroecology Coalition, [YRP, WWF, ILRI, ICRAF,
Alliance Bioversity-CIAT, 4 per 1000) Enabling Fair and Effective Carbon Solutions for
restoring Rangelands

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-02: 421 (UNCCD SPI, the Agricultural Research Service, USDA, Green Gold
Rangeland Research Center, Mongolia, Sustainable Fibre Alliance) Mongolian Rangeland
Resilience: Sharing Experience with Dryland Nations

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-02: 499 (GBIF Mongolia: Institute of Biology, Mongolian Academy of Sciences &
GBIF) GBIF: Biodiversity data to support desertification research and policy

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 271 (Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MECC)) Classical
Pastoralism and the Tragedy of Commons

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 608 (UNCCD Youth Caucus) Youth4Soil: From Manifesto to Action for Soil
Health and Land Restoration

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 121 (French Ministry of Agriculture) From Degradation to Resilience: A Global
Dialogue on Rangelands and Pastoralists



(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-03 (CSO): 280 (Sustainable Fibre Alliance / Rangeland Stewardship Council,
UNCCD, IYRP Global Alliance, [IUCN, ILRI) The Global Rangelands Standard Launch

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 565 (Ministry of forestry, Fisheries and the Environment south africa,
IUCN, SADC and GM of the UNCCD) Scaling Sustainable Land Management and Nature-
based Solutions for Drought Resilience and Community Livelihoods in Southern Africa

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 585 (Mongolian Red Cross Society) When Land Moves People: Climate
Mobility, DLDD and local pathways forward

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 335 (General Authority for Land Administration, Geodesy and
Cartography (GALAGC) and UNDP Mongolia) Financing for Sustainable Rangeland
Management: Mongolia's Participatory MRV System - A Replicable Model for Dryland
Countries

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 202 (CSFD Comité Scientifique Frangais sur la Désertification, Iram, CIRAD,
CILSS, FAO, AFP) Sustainable pastoralism : The hydrolic perspective

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 531 (International Organization for Migration) Finance and solutions to address
human mobility driven by desertification, land degradation and drought

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-04: 67 (Samburu Women Trust) Accelerating action on the sustainable management,
restoration and conservation of rangelands while championing the rights of Indigenous
women in Kenya

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-04: 626 (Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Panama, Government of the
Kingdom of Tonga, Barranquilla+20) Restoring Land, Recognizing Rights: An Ecocentric
Path to Land Degradation Neutrality

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-04: 537 (Economics of Land Degradation (ELD) Initiative, BMZ, UNCCD, EU, GIZ)
Land Economics and Finance — Status quo and Future: Celebrating 15 Years of the
Economics of Land Degradation (ELD) Initiative — Evening Reception

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-05: 179 (World Vision International INGO) Children and Youth-Led Transformative
Actions for Restoring Land

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 620 (International Land Coalition, World Resources Institute, Ambition Loop,
GIZ, African Union Development Agency - New Partnership for Africa’s Development)
Pastoralism as a Bold Agroecology Practice: Mobility as a Pathway to Climate Adaptation
and Resilience



(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 711 (Ministry of Environment of Dominican Republic / FAO) Beyond
Compliance: National Experiences and Lessons Learned from the 2026 Reporting Process

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-05: 543 (Asian Development Bank) ADB’s Nature Solutions Finance Hub: Scaling
Investment and Partnerships for Resilient Grasslands, River Basins, and Nature-Positive
Landscapes in Asia

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-05: 283 (UNCCD Youth Caucus, Landesa) People-centered Land Governance: Cross-
Caucus dialogue on Gender Transformative Approach to Tenure Rights

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-06: 513 (Institute of Geography ang Geoecology, Mongolian Academy of Sciences)
Potential for Enhancing Greenhouse Gas Sequestration through the Restoration of Mining-
Disturbed Land

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-06: 470 (Anthra for the Pastoralism and Gender Working Group of the [YRP) From
Mera 2010 to Kathmandu 2026:Pastoralist Women unite for Land, Climate Change , Justice,
Peace and Solidarity

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-06: 445 (Brazil's Ministry of Indigenous Peoples) Indigenous Peoples’ Biocentric
Restoration for Drought Resilience and Sustainable Land Management: From Dryland
Territories to Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-06: 337 (British Society of Soil Science) Underlooked and underfoot: diversifying
solutions to restore soils and produce healthy food

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-06: 521 (Ministry of Ecology, Geology and Natural Resources of the Republic of
Kazakhstan) From Regional Ecologicsl Summit (RES) to UNFCCC COP31: Proposal on
Desertification, Drought Resilience and Rio Convention Synergies

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-07: 167 (French Scientific Committee on Desertification, DNI, NRD) From an
invisible crisis to collective action: communicating about desertification and mobilising
solutions

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 441 (Conservation International) Scaling Dryland Restoration Through Regional
Platforms: Innovation, Continuity, and Investment

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-07: 535 (UNCCD Youth Caucus, UNDP, CBD Global Youth Biodiversity Network
(GYBN), Youth Negotiators Academy (YNA), UNFCCC YOUNGO) Accelerating youth-led
implementation of the Rio Conventions



(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 713 (CAF) Transforming Rangeland Restoration into Investment Opportunities

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-14: 567 (UNESCO) UNESCO for People and Planet: Knowledge, Culture, Land and
Water for Resilient Restoration

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-30: 422 (Southern African Development Community (SADC)) Herding for Health:
Rangelands at the Heart of Sustainable Food Systems and Soil Health

Thursday 27 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)’

* MET-01: 175 (Universal Versatile Society (UVS), Young Professionals for Agricultural
Development (YPARD), Lead For Earth (L4E), Northeast Asian Youth Climate Council
(NEAYCC), Ecocode (Saudi Arabia), Agro Rangers, SDG7 Youth Constituency (SDG7 YC),
Youth Peace & Leadership Organization, Global Youth Philanthropy) Our Land, Our Hope:
Beyond Hashtags — Uniting Youth, Farmers, Herders & NGOs to Tackle Soil Degradation &
Restore the Water-Land-Food Nexus

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 534 (Alliance of Bioversity International & CIAT) “One Land, Three Agendas”:
Using Agroecology to Deliver Rio Convention Synergies in Practice

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-01: 206 (The Business Council of Mongolia) Business in Action: Private Sector
Innovation to Combat Land Degradation

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 399 (World Rural Forum) Family Farming at the Heart of Land Restoration:
Scaling farmer-led solutions to land degradation and drought and fostering rural development

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-01: 88 (Isha Foundation, Youth Negotiators Academy, World Food Forum Global
Youth Action Initiative) Youth Advancing Action for Soil Health: From Commitments to
Delivery

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-02: 140 (University of Cambridge) Mongolian Meat: Sovereignty, Ecology, and Trade

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 591 (French Scientific Committee on Desertification) Soil health & pastoralism:
Rethinking food system and ecosystem management




(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-02: 463 (World Vision International) Community-Driven Forest Landscape
Restoration: Scaling FMNR through Partnerships, Policy and Global Targets

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 360 (BirdLife International, American Prairie, Rewilding Argentina, Altyn Dala
Conservation Initiative) Restoring fully functional rangeland ecosystems at scale

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-03 (CSO): 457 (The Nature Conservancy) Healthy Rangelands and Grasslands -
Essential to Meet Global Food, Biodiversity, and Climate Goals across the Rio Trio

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 334 (Arab Office for Youth and Environment) Food - Water - Energy -
Ecosystems Nexus (WEFE)

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-03 (CSO): 698 (Ambition Loop) From Policy to the Ground: Scaling Action for
Healthy Soil

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-03 (CSO): 150 (Peace Forest Work & UNCCD) Rooting Peace in the Borderlands:
Operationalizing Multi-level Governance through Synergies between Civil Society and the
PFI

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-04: 297 (Agence Frangaise de Développement) Building Sustainable Value Chains
through Healthy Soils and public and private Partnerships

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 613 (International Forestry Students' Association) "From Source to Soil: Forests
in the Water-Land Nexus — Youth Visions for Integrated Dryland Management"

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-04: 327 (FAO) Launch of the Asian LLDCs Ministerial Network

(15:00 - 16:30)

* MET-04: 253 (Gulf Cooperation Council of the Arab States) Rehabilitation and sustainable
management of rangelands in arid and hyper-arid regions, including highlighting key
initiatives and actions of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries in these areas.

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-04: 458 (Rare) Pastoral Futures: Networking for Community-Centered Rangeland
Conservation

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-05: 279 (Sustainable Fibre Alliance / Rangeland Stewardship Council, CIFOR-ICRAF
(CA4SH), WWF, FAO) Value Addition for Sustainable Commodities: Linking Soil Health,
Rangelands and Global Markets



(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-05: 647 (Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) Improving restoration outcomes using species
diversity and evidence-based restoration methods

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-05: 696 (Brazilian Ministry of Integration and Regional Development) Addressing
Climate Change and Desertification: Solutions from the Global South

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-05: 556 (SNV Netherlands Development Organisation) From Margins to Mainstream:
Recognizing the role of pastoralism in food systems transformation

(18:00 - 19:30)

* MET-05: 636 (IFAD; Sahara and Sahel Observatory) Building the Sahel Innovation
Ecosystem Connecting Funders, Innovators and Communities to Scale Great Green Wall
Restoration

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-06: 124 (World Food Forum (WFF) Global Youth Action Initiative) Global Youth
Policy Brief on Youth and Young Women in Pastoralism

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-06: 657 (The World Bank Group) Towards Livable Landscapes for Jobs

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-06: 404 (Center for International Forestry Research and World Agroforestry (CIFOR-
ICRAF) & Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)) From evidence to scale:
restoring land, soil health, and building resilient food systems through regenerative
agriculture in Africa

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-06: 298 (UNU-FLORES) Post-Mining Landscape Restoration Workshop

(08:30 - 10:00)

* MET-07: 321 (Asian Forest Cooperation Organization, The Business Council of Mongolia)
Restoring Land, Returning Value: Mobilising Investment for Forest Landscape Restoration
across Asia

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-07: 647 (Isha Foundation, WOCAT, WFF - Youth initiative) Strengthening Soil Data
Systems by Integrating Grassroot engagements

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 659 (The World Bank) Healthy Watersheds for Food Security

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-07: 39 (Michael Succow Foundation) Protecting last remaining pristine desert and
steppe ecosystems - World Heritage Sites nominations



(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-07: 486 (The Nature Conservancy) From gap to governance: scaling protected areas
and OECMs for rangeland conservation

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-30: 281 (Global Flagship Initiative for Food Security) From COP16 to COP17:
Advancing Food Security Through Strategic Partnerships and Co-Investment

Friday 28 August 2026

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-01: 699 (Secretaria Ejecutiva de la CCAD) Resiliencia y restauracion de tierras en
Centroamérica: experiencias regionales frente a la sequia y degradacion de la Tierra

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-01: 135 (Commonland) Making System Change Practical: Landscapes, Policy,
Finance and the Future of Restoration

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-01: 440 (ENDA ENERGIE) Sharing Lessons from LDN Implementation to Achieve
Voluntary Targets

(15:00 - 16:30)
* MET-01: 651 (Global Water Partnership Southern Africa) Drought, Gender and Investment:
Mobilising Climate-Resilient Water and Land, Source-to-Sea Finance

(08:30 - 10:00)
* MET-02: 480 (New Nomad Institute and Carnegie Climate Mobility Network) Reimagining
Climate Mobility from Human-scale to Nation-scale

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-02: 559 (Bankers without Boundaries) Closing the Drought Finance Gap with DIPs

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-02: 284 (University of Bristol) Strengthening Evidence-Informed Desertification
Policy Through Local Engagement and Traditional Knowledge

(18:00 - 19:30)
* MET-02: 562 (ORMEX) From Carbon Farming to Carbon Financing

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-03: 353 (Zambezi Watercourse Commission) Restoring Landscapes and Livelihoods
in the Zambezi Basin: Scaling Up Integrated Land and Water Solutions for Climate
Resilience

(10:30 - 12:00)
* MET-04: 265 (International Livestock Research Institute; GIZ; BMZ; International Land



Coalition; WWF; German Institute of Development and Sustainability; Inter African Bureau
for Animal Resources; Government of Kenya) Priority Policies, Partnerships and Investments
for Scaling Rangeland Restoration in Africa

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-04: 403 (IFAD Agri-PDB Platform) Restoring Agricultural Lands and Preventing
Degradation: Financing Solutions through Public Development Banks

(10:30 - 12:00)

* MET-05: 566 (FAO Indigenous Peoples Unit (PSUI)/ FAO Pastoralists Knowledge Hub
(NSA), FAO/TYRP steering committee/ FAO Global-Hub on Indigenous Peoples’ Food and
Knowledge systems and other partners) From Rangelands to Resilience: Indigenous Peoples’
Mobility, Food Systems and Rangelands Restoration for Land Degradation Neutrality

(13:00 - 14:30)

* MET-06: 234 (FAO, Landstack, International Land Coalition, Global Land Alliance, TMG-
Think Tank, LGT Philanthropy) Stewards of the Land: How IP & LC Community
Stewardship Drives Land Restoration and Delivers the Rio Conventions

(13:00 - 14:30)
* MET-07: 686 (World Resources Institute) Financing Farmland Restoration at Scale:
Unlocking Investment to Deliver the 250 Million Hectare Commitment



