
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Republic of Armenia, I would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Mongolia for their warm hospitality and the excellent organization of COP17. We also extend our gratitude to the UNCCD Secretariat for its dedicated leadership and tireless efforts in advancing the implementation of the Convention.
The theme of this Conference, "Restoring Land, Restoring Hope," together with the call reflects a powerful truth: healthy land is the foundation of food security, resilient livelihoods, biodiversity conservation, climate resilience, and sustainable development. It is a call for collective action to protect ecosystems, restore degraded landscapes, and secure a sustainable future for generations to come.
As a landlocked and mountainous country, the Republic of Armenia is increasingly experiencing the impacts of climate change, including rising temperatures, more frequent droughts, water scarcity, and land degradation, placing growing pressure on ecosystems, agricultural productivity, and rural livelihoods. Agriculture remains a vital part of Armenia’s economy and rural development. Nearly 60 percent of Armenia’s land area is classified as agricultural land, while agriculture, forestry and fishing account for approximately 8 percent of GDP. This underscores the critical importance of sustainable land and water management for enhancing agricultural productivity, strengthening the resilience of rural communities to climate change, and ensuring long-term food security.
Armenia highly values the continued support and cooperation of the international community in addressing these challenges. We are grateful to our development partners, international organizations, and donor community for their valuable technical, financial, and institutional support, which plays an important role in advancing sustainable land management, climate resilience, and rural development. We look forward to further strengthening international cooperation and mobilizing additional partnerships and resources to support Armenia’s efforts in these areas.

In this context, the Government of Armenia is establishing a pilot project aimed at addressing land fragmentation and improving water management in agricultural areas. The initiative seeks to consolidate fragmented land parcels, promote more efficient and sustainable land use, and strengthen water management through the construction and rehabilitation of water infrastructure, including dams. This integrated approach is intended to enhance agricultural productivity, improve water availability and efficiency, and strengthen the resilience of rural communities to climate change. 

These efforts also underscore the importance of reliable spatial data and modern technologies for integrated land and water management, effective planning, and informed decision-making.

Its obvious, that Artificial Inteligence and Geoinformation technologies are opening a new era for land monitoring and sustainable land management. Armenia currently is in the process of establishing an Integrated National Geoportal to strengthen land monitoring, improve spatial planning, and support evidence-based decision-making. 
As we advance this initiative, experience sharing, knowledge exchange, and capacity building will be essential to maximize its benefits. We also encourage the GEF and other potential development partners and donors to mobilize additional financial and technical resources to support these efforts and help scale up their implementation. We look forward to strengthening cooperation with GeoLDN and working closely with our partners to advance these important priorities.
We firmly believe that land degradation, biodiversity loss, and climate change are interconnected challenges that require integrated solutions. Strengthening synergies among the three Rio Conventions is therefore essential for achieving greater impact. This integrated approach is also reflected in Armenia’s updated Nationally Determined Contribution, which recognizes the importance of key sectors, including agriculture, in advancing climate adaptation and mitigation.
In this regard, Armenia is honored to host CBD COP17 in October. Promoting synergies between the biodiversity, climate, and land agendas will be among our highest priorities. In preparing for this important event, Armenia is committed to ensuring a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach, engaging institutions, communities, civil society, academia, and partners in advancing our shared commitment to Act for Nature, 
We look forward to welcoming all Parties to Armenia and working together to strengthen cooperation, accelerate implementation, and deliver lasting benefits for people and nature.
We belive, that Acting together for Nature by restoring land, we restore biodiversity, strengthen resilience, and restore hope for present and future generations.
Thank you.
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