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Madame President,
Executive Secretary,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

At the outset, allow me to express our sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Mongolia for their warm hospitality and for hosting the seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification here in the beautiful city of Ulaanbaatar, congratulate on officially assuming Presidency, wish good luck and express Azerbaijan’s readiness to support it for a successful COP. 

Land degradation and drought affect nearly half of the world’s population and impose economic costs, estimated at approximately USD 1 trillion annually. Their impacts extend various areas, making them increasingly recognized as systemic global risks. We wish UNCCD COP17 every success as it convenes to deliberate and adopt decisions to address these pressing challenges.

Some of my country’s regions are arid and semi-arid, and are vulnerable to desertification, water scarcity, land degradation and drought. In response to these challenges, Azerbaijan has placed sustainable land management, ecosystem restoration, biodiversity conservation, afforestation and climate resilience among its key priorities.

Over recent years, Azerbaijan has implemented extensive greening programs. Through cooperation between government institutions, civil society organizations, and local communities, millions of trees have been planted, contributing to improved environmental quality, and restoration of degraded lands.

Azerbaijan’s valuable experience in rehabilitating degraded industrial lands showed that even severely degraded industrial lands can be successfully rehabilitated. This experience proved particularly relevant to the environmental challenges in Azerbaijan’s liberated territories, where nearly three decades of military occupation resulted in significant environmental degradation through the destruction of ecosystems, unsustainable exploitation of natural resources, deforestation, land degradation, contamination with landmines, and other unlawful activities. Land rehabilitation, including especially by demining, and environmental restoration are central components of reconstruction and restoration efforts.

Another pressing challenge confronting our region is the declining water level of the Caspian Sea, world’s largest inland water body. Since mid-1990s, the sea level has decreased by more than 2.5 meters, and the pace has accelerated in recent years. This trend has far-reaching environmental, economic and social consequences and is increasingly contributing to ecosystem and land degradation, as well as desertification across the region. 

While sea-level rise receives significant international attention, the implications of declining water levels in enclosed water bodies remain insufficiently recognized. Azerbaijan is working to raise international awareness of this emerging challenge, which also merits greater attention in relevant UNCCD fora.

The challenges before us are increasingly interconnected. Land degradation, drought and water scarcity, biodiversity loss and climate change are mutually reinforcing and cannot be addressed in isolation. The Rio Trio Initiative, launched in 2024 by Azerbaijan’s UNFCCC COP29 Presidency in partnership with the incoming Presidencies of the other Rio Conventions —Colombia’s CBD COP16 and Saudi Arabia’s UNCCD COP16—provides a pioneering platform to strengthen collaboration in addressing these interconnected challenges. Through a Joint Declaration, the three Presidencies committed to advancing urgent, coordinated and practical action, unlocking synergies across the Conventions and promoting integrated solutions. The initiative also calls for stronger engagement among governments, multilateral institutions, civil society and other stakeholders. It is encouraging to see Rio Trio synergies stand high on the agendas of the Presidencies of this year’s COPs.

Madam President,

In conclusion, Azerbaijan reaffirms its strong commitment to advancing sustainable land management, combating desertification and drought, restoring degraded ecosystems, and strengthening resilience to climate change. We believe that addressing these challenges requires enhanced international cooperation, greater integration across the Rio Conventions, and meaningful engagement of all relevant stakeholders.

Azerbaijan stands ready to share its experience and contribute constructively to the outcomes of COP17. 

We wish the seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties every success and look forward to working together towards a more resilient, sustainable and land-degradation-neutral future.

Thank you!

