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Canadian Intervention (5 minutes) 
UNCCD COP Opening Plenary – Aug 17, 2026

Statement 

Monsieur le Président, Excellences, éminents chefs d'État, ministres, honorables délégués, collègues et participants de la société civile,
 
Le Canada vous remercie pour cette occasion de discuter du soutien pour la CLD, mieux connu sous le nom en anglais UNCCD, et les négociations du COP 17 chaleureusement accueillie par la Mongolie. 

As we gather today, we do so with a shared understanding that no country is immune to the growing impacts of climate change. Across the globe, communities are experiencing increasingly severe and frequent extreme weather events. In Canada, we are currently facing unprecedented wildfires that are threatening lives, livelihoods, and ecosystems.
 
These realities underscore the urgency of our work. We hope that over the course of the next two weeks, we can deepen our shared understanding of the challenges before us, and advance practical solutions for healthy land and a healthy planet. 
 
Canada is committed to doing its part. We have set a goal to deliver more than $13 billion in international climate finance over the next five years to support climate action in developing countries and to help build resilience in the face of climate change. We also remain a strong supporter of the Global Environment Facility, as its fifth-largest donor.  At the June 2026 GEF Assembly, Canada was pleased to announce a commitment of $219 million to the ninth replenishment of the Global Environment Facility (GEF-9).
 
We are particularly encouraged that more than 11 per cent of the $3.9 billion replenishment will be allocated to addressing land degradation. Healthy and productive lands are essential to biodiversity conservation, climate resilience, sustainable livelihoods, and food security.  

Beyond the GEF, Canada has supported innovative finance mechanisms, including a $53.9 million loan to the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund since 2021 to support sustainable land management and restoration projects globally. Last year, we contributed $15 million to the LDN successor fund, the Mirova Sustainable Land Fund 2 (2025-2026).

We are also proud to have provided $6 million to support the implementation of the UNCCD Gender Action Plan and the integration of gender considerations throughout the Convention and invite Parties to join us in supporting this essential work.  

Women represent just under half of the world’s population as well as nearly half of the world’s agricultural workforce, producing 60–80% of the food grown in developing countries[footnoteRef:1].  [1: [1] UNCCD 2023. “World leaders urged to prioritize women’s land rights at the UN”. 16 June 2023] 


Despite their critical role, it is alarming to note that fewer than one in five landowners is female.[footnoteRef:2]  [2: [2] Ibid.] 


Without land rights women are not properly included at the table to help make decisions on land use and management.

Nous devons reconnaître l'importance d'investir dans des approches transformatives sensibles au genre qui renforcent l'autonomie des femmes et leur permettent de contribuer à la sécurité alimentaire et aux efforts de résilience et d'adaptation à la sécheresse. 

Nous saluons le travail accompli par le Mécanisme mondial pour donner de la visibilité à ces questions, et le Canada se réjouit de participer au Caucus du genre la semaine prochaine.

As we commence at the 17th COP, Canada commends the important progress made by the UNCCD to strengthen science, reinforce gender equality, and build synergies across sectors, including agriculture, to accelerate sustainable land management and land restoration efforts. 

Canada is dedicated to implementing science- and evidence-based innovative measures that support sustainable land management, contributing to soil and water conservation, climate change mitigation and adaptation, and food security. This includes enhancing the critical role of science in policy-making and practical applications and engaging diverse stakeholders to elevate the role of science and technology.

It is now more important than ever to strengthen partnerships to tackle climate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation and pollution and waste. We stand ready to support sustainable land management and land restoration efforts. Moving forward, Canada sees agriculture and food systems as an important throughline, as both the driver and solution to current challenges of climate, biodiversity and land degradation. 

Since 2021, Canada has invested over $1.5 billion in initiatives that will incentivize farmers to adopt practices and technologies that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, sequester carbon in soils, and improve soil health.

Canada welcomes Mongolia's leadership in elevating the challenges and opportunities facing drylands and pastoral communities on the global agenda. In the land of eternal blue sky, restoring and sustainably managing rangelands is about more than protecting ecosystems. It is an investment in safeguarding a nomadic cultural heritage, strengthening pastoral livelihoods, and building long-term resilience for now and for future generations in the face of climate change.

We share a commitment to world action to slow land degradation and desertification and to mitigate the effects of drought. We are also deeply committed to multilateralism. Let us work together for a healthy planet and healthy future.

Merci . Thank you. Mash ik Bayarlalaa.
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