Mr. Chairman,
First, I express my hope that the 17th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification will proceed successfully under your leadership.
I also extend my gratitude to Ms. Yasmine Fouad, Executive Director of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, as well as to the UNCCD Secretariat and the Government of Mongolia, for their efforts in ensuring the successful opening of this conference.
Mr. Chairman,
Excessive human economic activity and climate disasters are accelerating desertification and land degradation, posing a serious threat to the future of the Earth. Reality demands that all nations take a more active role in land protection.
In this context, I hope that this conference, held under the theme "Restoring Land, Restoring Hope" will serve as an important opportunity to establish a new milestone for further strengthening cooperation among nations in the fields of desertification, land degradation, and drought prevention, and for protecting and managing the Earth, the home of humanity.
Mr. Chairman,
Today, it is a grave task for the entire world to improve the Earth's ecological environment and hand over a more habitable planet to future generations.
The Democratic People's Republic of Korea sets forth land management and ecological environment protection as major matters to safeguard the lives and health of the people and to make the country's mountains and rivers even more beautiful, and is carrying out the above tasks  as a nationwide and all-people undertaking, regarding them as patriotic endeavors for the long-term prosperity of the nation.
Under the wise leadership of Comrade Kim Jong Un, President of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Socialist Patriotic Forest Movement is being vigorously carried out in our country to make all mountains green and transform them into golden and treasure mountains. Over 5.7 billion trees were planted during the period from 2015, when forest restoration work began in earnest, to 2024.
At the same time, a nationwide water management prospective plan was drawn up to protect water resources and ensure their sustainable development and utilization, and work to implement this pan began this year.
At recent major national conferences, tasks were presented to thoroughly protect forests by further deepening projects for the useful transformation of forests, ensuring the scientific accuracy and speed of forest fire monitoring and notification systems, strengthening mobilization systems for timely response to forest fires, operating the forest pest and disease forecasting system at full capacity, and enhancing pest control capabilities.
In our country, the second phase of the Forest Restoration Project will be carried out for the next 10 years starting from this year. During this period, we will plant over 1.1 billion trees, enhance national forest fire monitoring capabilities, and establish and implement various plans to prevent forest pests and diseases.
Mr. Chairman,
Environmental protection is a project not only for our generation but also for the future; it is a rightful duty we must bear for the sake of future generations.
As a Party to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea will fulfill its responsibilities and roles in the future regarding the prevention of desertification, land degradation, and drought, and will further expand and develop regional and international cooperation in these endeavors.
Thank you.
