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Madam President, Excellencies,
Guyana congratulates you on your election and thanks the Government and people of Mongolia for their warm hospitality, and the Secretariat for the preparation of this Session. We align ourselves with the statement of Annex III (the Group of Latin American and Caribbean), and with the positions advanced by Small Island Developing States. Guyana remains committed to efforts aimed at achieving Land Degradation Neutrality. 
Guyana comes to COP 17 as a heavily forested, low-lying coastal State. We have strived to keep intact our vast expanse of forests which covers 87 per cent of our territory. Guyana proudly has one of the lowest deforestation rates in the world. This is a global public good that we have chosen to safeguard through our Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS). At the same time, our people, agriculture, and critical infrastructure are concentrated on a narrow coastal plain that lies below sea level, protected by sea and river defences and mangrove ecosystems that we are actively restoring. 
Our land challenges are not of advancing deserts, but include salinization of coastal soils and coastal erosion, along with degradation in hinterland areas. In addition, there are drought-like conditions in our savannahs and hinterland, where the ongoing El Nino event is bringing rainfall deficits affecting water supplies, farming and indigenous communities. 
Guyana and other countries in our region are increasingly facing trans-boundary impacts of sand and dust storms, with implications which requires further studies related to environment, health and livelihoods.
These realities are largely invisible to global datasets calibrated for continental drylands. Guyana therefore believes that the Convention’s methodologies, finance and reporting must be fit for purpose for countries whose vulnerability is severe, but whose affected areas are small in absolute terms.
Madam President,
Guyana therefore supports, a coherent package of the following outcomes at COP17: 
Firstly, the establishment of a SIDS Caucus under the Convention to give SIDS a standing, enable a cross-regional mechanism for coordination, and for representation.
Secondly, a drought decision that expressly recognizes the special circumstances of SIDS and affirms that severe drought arises in all climatic zones.
Guyana also supports fit-for purpose data and reporting systems in which global defaults are an alternative and not a replacement for valid national data. 
We welcome support in moving from our initial target setting to refining our targets and measures under LDN 2.0.
We also call for new, additional, predictable and simplified grant-based and concessional resources, and the recognition of drought resilience and SIDS programming under GEF-9. 
Finally, we urge a post-2030 Strategic Framework that carries these provisions forward and one that is results-oriented, grounded in science, adaptable to national circumstances, and matched by means of implementation.
We affirm the central role of women, youth, indigenous peoples and local communities, as well as civil society in the implementation of the Convention. Guyana will continue to do its part in investing in building resilience to land degradation and drought. But ambition must be matched by accessible finance, appropriate technology, credible data, and sustained capacity building. 
Guyana stands ready to work with all Parties for an ambitious and balanced outcome at this COP. 
I thank you.

