Briefing Note, APR RTL Anupa Lamichhane
UNCCD COP17 – UN IFAD opening remarks

	Monday 17 August 2026
10:00 – 13:00 UTC+8

Location: Plenary (presumed, to confirm)

Purpose of meeting: Opening of UNCCD Cop 17 by the President of the Conference of Parties at its 16th session. 

	Non-IFAD participants
· See agenda: https://www.unccd.int/cop17/programme/agenda/cop-1st-meeting

IFAD participants
APR RTL, Anupa Lamichhane

	Context:

This is the opening of COP-17. It begins with a statement from the President of the 17th UNCCD COP, followed by a statement from the host country Mongolia, and then a statement by the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD. After this opening, representatives of the UN and each specialized UN agency is invited to give brief statements (~ 4 minutes). During the statement for IFAD, we are expected to announce new programs/initiatives that are relevant to the COP. We are expected to speak for 4-5 min.

OPENING REMARKS
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, friends, and colleagues.

On behalf of IFAD and its President Alvaro Lario, thank you to the Government of Mongolia for hosting COP17, and to the UNCCD Secretariat. It is entirely fitting that this COP, in the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists, is held in Mongolia's beautiful – and vulnerable – steppe rangelands.

IFAD'S INSTITUTIONAL VALUE
IFAD is the international financial institution of the first mile — and that makes rangelands a priority for us.

Our work is structured around three mutually reinforcing pillars, markets, rural employment and resilience, supported by two enablers: private sector investment and innovation. We do not treat land restoration as a stand-alone environmental project. We link ecological restoration directly to economic pathways: building producer groups for sustainable pastoralist products, creating work for young herders, and making resilient practices worth adopting by creating markets for them.

The evidence is clear that bundled investments- restoration together with finance, skills and market access — deliver far more than single interventions in isolation.

WHAT THIS DELIVERS FOR RANGELANDS AND HERDERS — THE EVIDENCE
What does this look like in practice? Right here in Mongolia, IFAD's Pasture Management Development Project reached over 137,000 pastoralists and brought more than 538,000 hectares under climate-resilient practices.

BROADER ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS
Today, 100 per cent of IFAD's portfolio integrates climate adaptation, with 45 per cent of our financing – climate focused. Since 2000, IFAD investments to reverse desertification total more than US$4 billion.

Partnerships multiply this. IFAD joined the Vision for Adapted Crops and Soils at COP16 and is now implementing in Côte d'Ivoire and Malawi. We are a long-standing partner of the Great Green Wall across all eleven countries, with ongoing investments exceeding US$480 million, alongside multi-partner programmes that leverage significantly more through the Green Climate Fund and others. 

Our role is that of first-mile integrator — connecting communities and producers' organizations to larger financing platforms, brokering complementarity rather than duplication.

ANNOUNCING SMART-HERDERS
At this COP, together with the Office of the President of Mongolia, IFAD is pleased to announce the Adaptation Fund project on Sustainable Pasture Management and Adaptation with Resilient Technologies for Herders- SMART-Herders- which will support more than 190,000 herder households.

Over four years, SMART-Herders will strengthen climate risk awareness, pilot resilient livestock management, and support Mongolia's "White Gold" initiative to transform wool, cashmere and leather value chains into high-value, climate-resilient economic drivers. 

CLOSING
Land, soil and ecosystem restoration is a critical pathway to human health, economic growth and stability. IFAD is committed to working with the UNCCD, the Government of Mongolia, Member States and development partners here to translate ambition into sustainable outcomes for people and planet.

Thank you.








