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Indonesia’s Formal Statement
Ulaanbaatar, 17 August 2026 (15.00 – 16.30)

Thank you, Mr. President
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Government of Indonesia, allow me to express our sincere appreciation to the UNCCD Secretariat for the excellent organization of COP 17, and our profound gratitude to the Government and people of Mongolia for their warm hospitality in hosting this historic assembly.
Mr. President,
Indonesia welcomes UNCCD initiatives and underscores the critical need to ensure continued availability of financial resources, robust scientific data, and strengthened collaboration among financial and technical partners, regional institutions, and the Earth observation community.
Indonesia firmly believes in a whole-of-society approach. On the commemoration of Desertification and Drought Day 2026, Indonesia convened a national multistakeholder webinar to raise awareness on protecting our forest and land from degradation, attended by 1,997 participants nationwide. 
Mr. President, 
Indonesia recognizes that land degradation, drought, biodiversity loss, and declining ecosystem services are closely interconnected challenges that require integrated and long-term solutions. In line with the National Long-Term Development Plan (RPJPN) 2025–2045 and the National Medium-Term Development Plan (RPJMN) 2025–2029, Indonesia has placed sustainable land and natural resource management at the center of its national development agenda. 
Through Strengthening the country's defence and security system and encouraging national independence through self-sufficiency in food, energy, water, creative economy, green economy, and blue economy, Indonesia underscores that healthy ecosystems and sustainable natural resource management are indispensable foundations for inclusive economic growth, social welfare, and long-term national resilience.
To translate these priorities into concrete actions, Indonesia has adopted the Food-Energy-Water (FEW) Nexus as one of its national development game changers which promotes integrated planning, policy coherence, and coordinated investments across the water, food, energy, forestry, agriculture, and ecosystem sectors.
These actions are also practical pathway for accelerating the achievement of Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) by restoring degraded land, improving watershed functions, conserving biodiversity, and enhancing ecosystem services, sustainable land management. These contributes to addressing a wide range of thematic priorities under the UNCCD, including drought resilience, sustainable land tenure, gender-responsive land management, environmental migration, sustainable management of rangelands, and the prevention of land degradation.
Indonesia is unwavering in its pursuit of Land Degradation Neutrality. With approximately 12.3 million hectares of degraded land, Indonesia targets to restore and stabilize 12 million hectares to achieve full national LDN by 2030. 
This commitment is anchored in our flagship program, FOLU Net Sink 2030, which aims to transform our Forestry and Other Land Use sector into a net carbon sink through halting deforestation, accelerating forest and land rehabilitation, and sustainable peatland and mangrove management. Indonesia will update our National Action Programme to encompass a wider range of ecosystems. 
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen
Allow me to highlight Indonesia's strong commitment in restoring coastal land degradation, particularly mangrove ecosystems. As the nation with the world's largest mangrove cover — 3.44 million hectares, representing 20% of the world's mangroves — Indonesia recognizes that restoring mangroves is restoring our natural green belt, our carbon sink, our biodiversity sanctuary, and our coastal communities' livelihoods.
Large scale of mangrove rehabilitation which at least targeted to of over 32,000 hectares and improved management of more than 400,000 hectares; This national effort reinforced by robust international collaborations partnerships from Canada; Germany; Japan; Republic of Korea, Norway, Uni Emirate of Arab and alongside with other international organization such as the World Bank and Global Green Growth Institute.
These collaborations complement our proposal to establish the World Mangrove Center in Indonesia — a new model of global partnership based on shared commitment, science, and leadership for our coasts, our people, and our planet. We invite all Parties to join and co-create the Center. 


Mr. President,
Indonesia does not view land restoration as merely an environmental agenda — we view it as a moral obligation, an economic imperative, and a climate solution.
Therefore, let me reaffirm with utmost emphasis:
INDONESIA STANDS FIRM, INDONESIA ACTS, AND
INDONESIA DELIVERS ON LAND RESTORATION.

FROM OUR FORESTS TO OUR PEATLANDS, 
FROM OUR DRYLANDS TO OUR MANGROVES 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO RESTORING LAND FOR PROSPERITY, BIODIVERSITY
FOR CLIMATE RESILIENCE, AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.
We call for strengthened global solidarity, predictable finance, and transformative action, and we stand ready to work with all Parties to make Land Degradation Neutrality a reality.
I thank you.

Word count: 726
image1.jpeg




