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Madam President, 
Madam Executive Secretary, 
Distinguished Delegates,
Italy aligns itself with the statement delivered by Ireland on behalf of the European Union and its twenty-seven Member States.
It is an honour to take the floor on behalf of Italy on the occasion of the opening of the seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, here in Ulaanbaatar, maintaining our historical support to the Convention. We warmly thank the Government of Mongolia, a champion of multilateralism, for hosting this COP, as well as the Mongolian community as a whole for welcoming people coming from around the world.
As highlighted by the theme of this COP, “Restoring Land. Restoring Hope”, we are strongly convinced that land degradation, desertification and drought are not only environmental challenges but affect economic stability, water availability, food systems, livelihoods and the security of the most vulnerable populations, ultimately threatening also peace.
The challenges we face require stronger synergies among the Rio Conventions. It is well recognised that land restoration can simultaneously contribute to climate adaptation and mitigation, biodiversity conservation, water security and sustainable food systems. We would once again underline the relevance of  strengthening integrated approaches while translating global commitments into action at territorial level.
This CoP takes place in the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists. Italy attaches great value to transhumance and pastoralism as part of our cultural heritage and as living models of sustainable land management. Our direct experience encourages us in highlighting the contribution of pastoral communities, traditional knowledge and sustainable livestock systems to resilient territories. A joint exhibition will open during the CoP 17, highlighting the Italian and Mongolian pastoralist traditions. 
In this spirit, our support to the global commitment to combat desertification, land degradation and drought is reflected also in our bilateral cooperation, and in our public-private partnerships aiming to reduce land degradation, desertification, drought impacts and reaching land degradation neutrality, as well as promoting growing dialogue in the scientific, academic and technological fields.
In the framework of the Mountain Partnership  with FAO, Italy supports initiatives in Mongolia aimed at enhancing mountain territories, promoting the sustainable management of pastures and strengthening responsible value chains, with particular attention to pastoral communities, women and youth. 
Our private sector is committed to promote sustainability, as an active part of Business4Land. 
Looking ahead, Italy encourages ambitious and pragmatic decisions: innovative investments in land restoration, stronger integration and consistency among policies on land, water, climate and biodiversity, enhanced drought resilience, and the full involvement of local communities and the private sector.
Only in this way can we turn land protection into a driver of sustainable development, food and water security and hope for future generations. Italy stands ready to do its part, together with Mongolia and all partners gathered here, to restore land and, with it, restore trust, prosperity and hope for future generations. Thank you

