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17TH AUGUST, 2026


· UN Under-Secretary-General and UNCCD Executive Secretary, Ms. Yasmine Fouad,
·  His Excellency The president for UNCCD COP 16 and The Minister of Environment Water and Agriculture for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Dr Abdulrahman bin Abdulmohsen Al-Fadley, 
· Her Excellency The president of Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) COP 17 and The Minister for Foreign Affairs Mongolia, Ms. Battsetseg Batmunkh,
· Excellencies,
· Distinguished Delegates
· Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Afternoon,
1. On behalf of the Government and the people of the Republic of Kenya, allow me to express our profound gratitude to the Government and the people of Mongolia for the warm welcome and gracious hospitality accorded to the Kenyan delegation since our arrival in the beautiful city of Ulaanbaatar.
2. Kenya attaches great importance to its participation in this Seventeenth Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 
3. For Kenya, and is simply not a resource. Land is the foundation of our food systems, water, security, biodiversity, livelihoods, pastoralism and economic development. When land is degraded, communities become more vulnerable to drought, food insecurity, poverty, displacement and conflict.
4. For Kenya, COP17 provides an important platform to contribute to global decisions on land restoration, drought resilience and sustainable land management, while advancing the interests and priorities of countries that continue to bear the disproportionate impacts of land degradation, desertification and recurrent droughts. These challenges directly affect our food and water security, livelihoods, biodiversity and the resilience of millions of people, particularly communities living in our arid and semi-arid lands.
5. Our participation is therefore not only about contributing to the negotiations, but also about learning from the experiences of other Parties and strengthening partnerships that can accelerate implementation at home. 
Madam President,
6. COP17, convened under the theme “Restoring Land. Restoring Hope,” comes at a particularly critical time particularly during this ‘International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists’. Across the world, and especially on the African continent, land degradation, desertification and increasingly frequent and severe droughts continue to undermine livelihoods, food security, economic development and the resilience of our communities. For Kenya, these challenges are not abstract environmental concerns; they are development challenges that require urgent, coordinated and sustained action.
7. Africa remains at the frontline of desertification, land degradation and drought. The impacts are particularly severe in our drylands and rangelands, where pastoralists communities depend directly upon healthy ecosystems for their livelihoods.
8. Kenya's own experience demonstrates the urgency of this agenda. Assessments undertaken in the country have shown that a significant proportion of our land is affected by various forms of degradation, with approximately 27 per cent experiencing severe degradation. The prolonged drought experienced between 2021 and 2022, one of the most severe in four decades, resulted in the loss of more than four million livestock, significant wildlife losses and widespread crop failure, further aggravating land degradation and placing enormous pressure on livelihoods and national development.
9. This experience reinforces Kenya's conviction that restoring land is fundamentally about restoring livelihoods, resilience, dignity and hope and we attach particular importance to land restoration as an investment in development. Restoration must generate tangible benefits for communities, create employment, strengthen food and water security, restore biodiversity, improve soil health and build resilient economies. We therefore call for a significant expansion of financing for land restoration, particularly for developing countries and vulnerable dryland communities.
10. Accordingly, we look to COP17 to deliver ambitious, practical and implementable decisions that strengthen international cooperation, mobilize adequate and predictable financing, enhance technology and knowledge transfer, and enable countries to move from responding to drought crises towards proactive drought preparedness and resilience.
Madam President,
11. As I conclude, Kenya looks forward to leaving Ulaanbaatar not only with strong COP17 decisions, but also with renewed partnerships, practical knowledge and tested approaches that can be translated into action at national and community levels. 
12. The Kenyan delegation looks forward to drawing practical lessons and best practices from Mongolia and other participating countries, particularly in sustainable rangeland management, sustainable pastoralism, restoration of degraded landscapes, drought preparedness and early action, sustainable pastoral production systems, community participation, innovative financing, and the application of science and technology in monitoring land degradation and restoration 
13. These lessons will contribute to strengthening Kenya's efforts to restore degraded landscapes, build the resilience of vulnerable communities and advance the achievement of our Land Degradation Neutrality targets.
14. Allow me, once again, to express Kenya's sincere appreciation to the Government and the people of Mongolia, as well as the leadership of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, for hosting and organizing this important Conference.
I Thank You
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