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Kingdom of Lesotho Statement at the Seventeenth Session of the Conference of Parties to United Nations Convention to Combat Decertification in Mongolia, 17 August 2026
Your Excellency, the President of the COP17,
Distinguished Representatives,
Honourable Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great honour to address this distinguished assembly on behalf of the Kingdom of Lesotho at the 17th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD. The Kingdom of Lesotho would like congratulate you Madam Chair for your election as the President of COP17. Our heartfelt appreciation goes to the Government and People of Mongolia for organizing and hosting this vital conference, and we deeply appreciate the warm hospitality shown to our delegation during our time in Ulaanbaatar.
Madam President
May I start by strongly aligning the statement of the Kingdom of Lesotho with the statement made by Cote d’Ivoire on behalf of the African Group and the prior statements by the other African Countries.
As a mountainous country with rugged terrain and steep slopes, the Kingdom of Lesotho possesses the fragile ecosystem that are highly susceptible to severe land degradation, soil erosion and climate change. Currently, degradation impacts over 60% of the total land area, directly threatening vital ecosystems and the rural livelihoods that depend on them. Addressing these escalating environmental challenges require urgent, scaled-up and sustained technical and financial intervention. To this end, the Kingdom of Lesotho highly appreciates the ongoing support of the UNCCD and its partners in strengthening national resilience and restoring degraded lands.
A major part of the country is mostly occupied by rangelands which cover about 62% of the country’s land area, and heavily degraded due to the impacts of climate change effects such as severe and prolonged drought regimes and unsustainable land use and management. This rangeland degradation has also impacted severely on livestock production especially wool and mohair which are one of the main exports in the Kingdom of Lesotho.  
Madam President
It is worth noting that the Kingdom of Lesotho with limited financial resources has implemented several land management measures through various programmes and projects with the aim to curb the challenges of land degradation and desertification through its voluntary land degradation neutrality targets and therefore there is a notable achievement on the implementation of the convention. 
However, financial limitations still persist as the degree of land degradation is still the major challenge especially in the rural areas where most of the population are located and their livelihoods are dependent on the natural resources which pose overutilization of the ecosystem due to high poverty levels. 
Recognising the Articles 3, 6 and 7 of the UNCCD, the Kingdom of Lesotho humbly calls for the continued support by the developed Country Parties to the most affected country Parties in addressing the devastating impacts of drought, land degradation and desertification in developing their preparedness and response plans against drought. 
The   Kingdom of Lesotho takes note of the support of the UNCCD Global Mechanism in its efforts in mobilizing resources specifically for the Southern African Countries through the Great Green Wall Initiative for Southern Africa and further requests the Global Mechanism to continue mobilizing additional and sustained resources for the subregion and the entire African  Region to enable the region to build resilience to the impacts of land degradation, desertification and drought. 
The Kingdom of Lesotho further acknowledges the efforts of the UNCCD on continued resource mobilization and capacity building for the National Focal Points and Reporting Officers ensuring quality and timely development and submission of the national reports on the implementation of the Convention.
In conclusion, the Kingdom of Lesotho reaffirms its appreciation to the establishment of the Riyadh Global Drought Resilience Partners that was established in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia during COP16 that is going to assist eligible countries to strengthen their efforts in drought preparedness and response.
I thank you for your attention!!!!
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