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Madam President,
Executive Secretary,
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,
Pakistan congratulates you, Madam President, on your election and expresses its sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Mongolia for hosting COP17 and for the warm hospitality extended to all delegations.
The theme of COP17 - “Restoring Land. Restoring Hope.” - speaks directly to Pakistan’s experience.
For Pakistan, land degradation is not an abstract environmental challenge. When land loses its productivity, communities lose livelihoods; when drought intensifies, food and water security suffer; and when ecosystems decline, the poorest and most vulnerable pay the highest price.
Pakistan is predominantly a dryland country. Around 80 per cent of our territory is arid or semi-arid, while our rangelands extend over approximately 48 million hectares and sustain millions of rural and pastoral livelihoods. At the same time, water availability has declined dramatically, while recurrent drought, rising temperatures, land degradation and increasing water stress are placing growing pressure on our people and ecosystems.

We are advancing our Land Degradation Neutrality commitments, including targets for the restoration of degraded forests, rangelands, croplands and wetlands. We have drafted our National Drought Plan, shifting our approach from reactive crisis response towards preparedness, prevention and risk-based drought management. We are strengthening drought monitoring, early warning, water conservation, geospatial systems and ecosystem-based resilience.
But our experience also demonstrates a fundamental reality:
National ambition cannot succeed without international solidarity.
Pakistan estimates that approximately US$130 million annually is required to implement its national drought preparedness, adaptation and mitigation priorities.
For developing countries already confronting multiple climate and development pressures, resilience cannot be built through ambition alone - and it cannot be financed by adding further debt to vulnerability.
COP17 must therefore be a COP of implementation.
We need predictable and accessible finance; simplified access to grants and concessional resources; technology transfer; stronger early-warning systems; and investment that reaches the communities and landscapes where degradation and drought are actually being experienced.
We must also recognize that restoring land means restoring livelihoods. Farmers, pastoralists and local communities cannot remain merely beneficiaries of restoration programmes. They must be partners, decision-makers and economic participants in the solutions.
Madam President,
Pakistan believes that COP17 presents an opportunity to make three important shifts:
from commitments to implementation;
from responding to drought to anticipating and preventing its impacts;
and from measuring hectares restored to measuring lives and livelihoods made more resilient.
The success of this Convention will ultimately not be judged by the number of decisions we adopt, but by whether those decisions change realities on the ground.
For countries facing drought and land degradation today, the cost of action may be significant - but the cost of delay will be far greater.
Pakistan stands ready to work constructively with all Parties to make Ulaanbaatar a turning point for healthy land, resilient communities and sustainable livelihoods.
Let us restore land. Let us restore livelihoods. And together, let us restore hope.
Thank you.
