Statement by the Republic of Moldova
 (COP17, UNCCD)

Madam president,
Madam Executive Secretary, 
Honorable Delegates,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, I would like to thank, and congratulate the Government of Mongolia, and the UNCCD Secretariat for the excellent organization of COP17. We also extend our appreciation to all Parties and partners, for their continued commitment and effort to advancing the implementation of the Convention, and addressing the global challenges of desertification, land degradation, and drought.
The Republic of Moldova remains fully committed to the objectives of the Convention, and continues to strengthen national efforts towards sustainable land management, drought resilience, and achieving Land Degradation Neutrality.
We would like to express our gratitude to the UNCCD Secretariat, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the United Nations Environment Programme, and all partners for their valuable technical guidance, and continuous support throughout the PRAIS 2026 reporting process. Moldova is currently working on its national report, and highly appreciates the Secretariat's efforts to further improve the PRAIS platform and facilitate more effective and efficient reporting by Parties.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are glad that Moldova is among the 18 selected countries, for the Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme (LDN TSP 2). This selection reaffirmed our dedication to achieving land degradation neutrality, and we are proud that Moldova has successfully developed and submitted the LDN TSP 2 report. The updated national LDN targets indicate that the Government of the Republic of Moldova provide a stronger strategic framework, for restoring degraded lands, enhancing ecosystem resilience, and supporting the sustainable management of natural resources. We sincerely thank the UNCCD Secretariat, Global Mechanism, FAO, and all implementing partners for their support throughout this important process.
At the national level, Moldova is currently developing the Programme on Combating Desertification and Land Degradation for 2026–2030, which will serve as the country's main strategic framework for implementing the objectives of the Convention, and strengthening resilience to drought and land degradation.
The Republic of Moldova also highly appreciates the UNCCD's continued investment in youth engagement and capacity development, through initiatives such as the Land Hero Campaign, and the Land Youth Negotiators Programme. Following the successful first Fundamental Course held in 2024, we are glad, that this valuable initiative continues with an advanced course, providing young professionals with opportunities to strengthen their negotiation skills, and actively contribute to the implementation of the Convention. Moldova is honored to be part of this programme, and firmly believes that empowering young negotiators is essential for ensuring the long-term success of the Convention. 
Madam president,
The Republic of Moldova highly values the spirit of international cooperation in the UNCCD process. We remain committed to working closely with the Secretariat, Parties, and partner organizations to accelerate progress towards Land Degradation Neutrality, strengthen drought resilience, and contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.
Thank you for your attention.
Aliona Isac
