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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
At the outset, on behalf of the Government of Sri Lanka, I wish to express our sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Mongolia for hosting COP17 and for the warm hospitality extended to our delegation. I also commend the UNCCD Secretariat, the Global Mechanism and all partners for their tireless efforts in convening this important Conference.
Sri Lanka remains firmly committed to raising ambition and accelerating concrete action to combat land degradation, desertification and drought, through an inclusive, people-centred and collaborative approach. We reaffirm our commitment to the UNCCD 2018–2030 Strategic Framework, the vision of a land degradation-neutral world, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
As a tropical island nation, Sri Lanka is endowed with exceptional biodiversity, shaped by diverse climatic conditions, landscapes and soil types. These natural assets sustain a rich variety of ecosystems and species and are fundamental to our environmental, social and economic well-being.
At the same time, increasing pressures on land and water resources, land degradation, climate variability and drought are placing growing pressure on our ecosystems and communities. The Government of Sri Lanka therefore remains committed to the sustainable and efficient use of our limited land resources, while balancing development needs with environmental protection.
Through our existing, updated and emerging policies and strategic frameworks for sustainable land and water resource management, Sri Lanka will continue to strengthen ecosystem resilience, conserve biodiversity and safeguard our natural resources for present and future generations.
Excellencies,
Land Degradation Neutrality remains a core objective of the UNCCD 2018–2030 Strategic Framework and is closely aligned with SDG Target 15.3.
Sri Lanka established its first voluntary LDN targets in 2017 through the UNCCD Global Mechanism’s Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme. Building on this foundation, we have strengthened our national LDN framework through LDN-TSP 2.0, with technical support from UNDP Sri Lanka and financial support from the UNCCD Global Mechanism.
Through a multi-sectoral Technical Working Group, Sri Lanka has developed LDN targets that are measurable, time-bound, spatially explicit and gender-responsive, while ensuring alignment with national policies and land-use planning frameworks.
A major outcome has been the development of a comprehensive Land Degradation Vulnerability Map, covering national, district, divisional, Grama Niladhari, river basin and watershed levels. The map identifies five levels of vulnerability and provides a science-based decision-support tool for prioritizing land restoration, sustainable land management and climate adaptation interventions.
As the GEF Operational Focal Point, the Ministry of Environment is utilizing this tool to identify priority areas under the GEF-9 Country Strategy, guide project development and strengthen engagement with development and financing partners.
Importantly, this process has gone beyond target setting. It has strengthened inter-agency coordination, improved the availability and use of land-related data, and supported the integration of LDN into national land-use planning and decision-making. It is helping us to direct investments towards the landscapes and communities most vulnerable to degradation and climate-related pressures.
Excellencies,
Sri Lanka is equally committed to strengthening proactive and anticipatory drought risk management.
Through the UNCCD Drought Initiative, Sri Lanka developed and endorsed its National Drought Plan in 2020, led by the Ministry of Environment in collaboration with relevant national institutions.
A subsequent review and institutional stocktaking conducted during 2022–2023 under the support of UNFAO and it highlighted the need to further strengthen drought risk identification, mitigation, preparedness and recovery, particularly given the involvement of more than 25 institutions in drought-related activities.
In response, the Ministry of Environment has established a Technical Working Group on drought management to strengthen coordination in planning, implementation, monitoring and knowledge sharing. This provides a platform to move from fragmented and reactive responses towards anticipatory, coordinated and proactive drought risk reduction.
Sri Lanka is also identifying priority investment opportunities to translate drought resilience commitments into practical action, including sustainable land management and landscape restoration, community-led minor tank restoration, and drought risk insurance for farming communities.
At the regional level, Sri Lanka continues to contribute to South Asian cooperation on drought risk management, including through technical inputs to the Regional Drought Risk Management and Mitigation Strategy for South Asia with the support of UNCCD and ADPC. The Integrated Drought Management for South Asia concept note was developed for the Adaptation Fund with regional countries and has received technical approval to develop a full project proposal in collaboration with GWP and WMO.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
We recognize that land degradation cannot be addressed without addressing land tenure security, equitable access to land and gender equality.
In line with decisions adopted at COP13 and COP14, including Decision 26/COP.14, Sri Lanka has taken steps to integrate land tenure security and gender equality in land rights into national efforts to combat land degradation.
Through the UNCCD–UNFAO initiative, recommendations from national consultations have informed relevant national initiatives. Sri Lanka is also pleased to be implementing the GEF-8 global project on “Addressing Tenure Governance and Gender Equality in Land Rights to Strengthen Land Degradation Neutrality Initiatives.”
This initiative provides an important opportunity to strengthen secure and equitable land tenure, women’s access to and rights over land, and inclusive and sustainable LDN implementation.
Sri Lanka is also strengthening the knowledge and institutional foundations required for effective implementation.
Under the UNCCD Reporting Project, Sri Lanka has established a national land-based database to strengthen evidence-based land management and national reporting. Capacity-building programmes have also been conducted for relevant stakeholders to improve the use of land-related information for planning, monitoring and decision-making.
Sri Lanka is further pleased to contribute to the future strategic direction of the Convention. In accordance with Decisions 4/COP.16 and 7/COP.16, Sri Lanka has actively contributed to the work of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future Strategic Framework of the Convention as a Regional Representative for Asian Group and  providing perspectives and inputs from the Asia-Pacific region towards the development of a strong and effective post-2030 strategic framework.
We also recognize the importance of youth as partners in implementation and decision-making. Through the Land Youth Negotiator Programme, implemented under the Youth Negotiators Academy, young people are being equipped with the knowledge and skills required to participate effectively in international environmental negotiations.
Sri Lanka is proud that two young Sri Lankan negotiators were selected among 155 participants who completed the LYNP training. This is an important step towards strengthening meaningful youth participation in the UNCCD process and ensuring that the voices of the next generation are reflected in decisions concerning their future. This also supports the implementation of UNEP/EA.7/Res.6, the resolution on enhancing the meaningful participation of youth in environmental processes and strengthening environmental education, which was led by Sri Lanka.
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,
The challenges before us are deeply interconnected. Land degradation, desertification, drought, biodiversity loss and climate change cannot be addressed in isolation.
Sri Lanka therefore welcomes stronger coherence and synergies among the Rio Conventions—UNCCD, CBD and UNFCCC—and calls for greater alignment between national priorities, international commitments and financing mechanisms.
However, commitments must now be translated into implementation.
Sri Lanka calls for increased and accessible financial resources, stronger international and public–private partnerships, enhanced technology transfer and capacity-building, and science-based, locally appropriate solutions, while ensuring the meaningful participation of women, youth, farmers, local communities and other vulnerable groups. We must move decisively from reactive responses to prevention, from fragmented efforts to integrated action, and from vulnerability to resilience.
Thank you
1

