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About UNCCD

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is an international agreement
on good land stewardship. It helps people, communities and countries create wealth, grow
economies and secure enough food, clean water and energy by ensuring land users an enabling
environment for sustainable land management. Through partnerships, the Convention’'s 197
Parties set up robust systems to manage drought promptly and effectively. Good land stewardship
based on sound policy and science helps integrate and accelerate achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals, builds resilience to climate change and prevents biodiversity
loss.
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About the Global Mechanism

Established in 1994 under Article 21 of the UNCCD, the Global Mechanism (GM) facilitates the
mobilization of financial resources to combat desertification, land degradation, and drought. It
offers advisory services and collaborates with developing countries, donors, and the private sector
to secure the funding necessary for implementing the Convention’s goals.

Lpallal) 409 I g

Jagasi (A g A 5 auaill dadlSd saaiall asl) 48N (e 21 salall Canser 1994 ale & dpallad) 40Y) casudls

About COP16

The Conference of the Parties (COP) was established by the Convention as its main decision-
making body. It is made up of UNCCD’s 197 Parties (196 countries and the European Union) and
is responsible for guiding the Convention so that it can respond to global challenges and national
needs. UNCCD COP16 will be a landmark event to raise global ambition and accelerate action
on land and drought resilience through a people-centred approach. It will coincide with the
Convention’s 30th anniversary. UNCCD COP16 is the first major UN conference hosted by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It will also be the first time a UNCCD COP is held in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region, which knows firsthand the impacts of desertification, land
degradation and drought.
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