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- MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE CST17 BUREAU

(20 JANUARY 2025) -
1. The first intersessional meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on Science
and Technology (CST17) took place online on 20th of January 2025.
2. All four CST17 Bureau members elected by acclamation at CST16/COP16 in Riyadh attended

the meeting, including the Chair of the 17" CST, Mr. Herrick (Western Europe and Other Groups), and
CST Vice-Chairs Mr. Chay Asdak (Asia Group), Ms. Michelle Alvarez (GRULAC) and Mr. Jean
Didier Leho (Africa Group). It was noted that the Central and Eastern Europe region has not yet
nominated a CST17 Vice-Chair (see Annex I).

3. The UNCCD secretariat was represented by Mr. Barron Joseph Orr, Chief Scientist, Ms. Olga
Andreeva and Mr. Yufu Guo, Programme Officers, and Ms. Carmen-Alina Margina, Conference
Affairs Officer.

4, To discuss the agenda items Il and 11 as related to the Science-Policy Interface (SPI), three
guests were invited to participate;: CST16 Chair/SPI co-Chair Dr. Héctor Manuel Arias Rojo, SPI co-
Chair Dr. Nichole Barger and SPI member, Dr. Emma Archer.

I Adoption of the Agenda.

5. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to introduce the provisional agenda (see Annex II).
The agenda of the meeting was adopted without any amendments.

1. Brief overview of CST16/COP16 science outcomes.

6. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to present an overview of CST16/COP16 science
outcomes. The presentation outlined the key outcomes and changes discussed during the COP16, with
a focus on their implications for the SPI, the CST and upcoming tasks. The presentation was followed
by a discussion many aspects of the COP decisions resulting from CST16 negotiations.

7. A member of the CST Bureau emphasized the need for better institutional collaboration,
communication, and integration of science into policy for addressing desertification and land
degradation challenges and enhancing capacity-building initiatives to bridge the gap between policy
and scientific research. The secretariat was asked to prepare agenda items for informal discussions on
these two specific topics for a future meeting of the CST Bureau and to explicitly consider the issue of
biodiversity and conservation in an upcoming meeting as an agenda item.

I11. Towards the renewal of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI)

8. The CST Chair invited Dr. Nichole Barger, the SPI co-Chair and CST16 Chair and SPI co-
Chair Dr. Héctor Manuel Arias Rojo to provide their remarks and perspectives on decisions 20/COP.16
and 21/COP.16 which are focused on the future functioning of the SPI, and the transition biennium
2025-2026 work programme, respectively. Both noted the considerable SP1 workload and tight timeline
biennium resulting from the transition of leadership in the development of the Global Land Outlook
(GLO) flagship report to the SPI and their piloting of fast-track assessments. (See Annex Il for the
preliminary indicative timeline for GLO3 preparation that was presented by the secretariat.) Dr. Barger
highlighted the extraordinary circumstances of the transition period, noticing that the transition of the
flagship report to SPI within a short timeline presents a huge opportunity and yet poses a unique
challenge for the entire SPI. She recommended the CST Bureau consider inviting current SPI active
and contributing independent scientist members to consider extending their commitment of service on
the SPI through the 2025-2026 in order to capitalize on their experience, preserve institutional memory
and harness their proven capabilities to achieve what has been mandated of the SPI effectively. Dr.
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Héctor Manuel Arias Rojo supported this recommendation and noted that the SPI has done outstanding
work, particularly during COP 16, playing a critical role in providing scientifically grounded guidance
to Parties. He emphasized the need to ensure continuity in the SPI team, but also to maximize the open
SP1 lots ensure disciplinary balance and an effective mix of skilled scientists and policy professionals
to foster effective cooperation.

9. The CST Bureau discussed the recommendations of the SPI co-Chairs and requested the
perspective of the secretariat. The secretariat provided the clarification on the importance of and
challenges inherent in major transitions in the functioning of the SPI, particularly in how the staged
renewal of the SPI had ensured experience members could take on leadership roles even as new
members were recruited within the SPI. The secretariat noted that the strong leadership of the SPI's co-
Chairs was evident in the quality of the outputs during the 2022-2024 triennium, and highlighted in,
particularly the handoff in SPI leadership roles, which has been crucial for the smooth continuation of
work.

10. Based on the discussion on the SPI renewal, the CST Bureau has asked the secretariat to send
the letter to current SPI independent scientists who have actively contributed to reports during the last
biennium inviting them to consider extending their service through the 2025-2026 biennium, and to
simultaneously issue an open call for new members to complete the membership of the SPI, as defined
in decision 20/COP.16. The final balance between experienced SPI independent scientists and new
members selected will depend on the number of current members committing to continue.

11. Recognizing the significant contribution the outgoing SPI co-Chair, the CST Bureau proposed
inviting Dr. Nichole Barger to serve on a voluntary basis as a special advisor to SPI with responsibilities
including advising the incoming co-Chairs at their request, and contributing to reports as her time
allows. This invitation is not intended to set a precedent for all future outgoing co-Chairs but is based
on the unique qualifications and circumstances of this individual, and the major deliverables that will
need to be completed in the transition 2025-2026 biennium, as defined in decisions 20/COP.16 and
21/COP.16.

12. Noting the considerable work involved in renewing the SPI, the CST Chair noted that SPI
member Emma Archer had been shadowing SPI co-Chair Nichole Barger over the past six months and
thus could be instrumental during the renewal process. He proposed she serve as acting SPI co-Chair
until the SPI is renewed and meets for the first time, at which point the election process defined the
Terms of Reference for SPI members could be completed. This suggestion was endorsed by the CST
Bureau.

13. Following this discussion, the CST Chair invited the secretariat to provide a summary of the
role of the external observer organizations who are currently serving on the SPI with respect to the
renewal of the SPI. The secretariat described the role of the observer organizations then opened the
floor to the CST Bureau for further discussion.

15. Based on the discussion, the CST Bureau has asked the secretariat to issue an open call to the
eligible United Nations and intergovernmental organizations to apply to serve as observers on the SPI.

16. The secretariat also provided a key update regarding the forthcoming the twenty-third session
of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC), noting that starting
from this session, as per paragraph 8 in decision 20/COP.16, there will be a standing CRIC agenda
items for the consideration of priorities for science—policy guidance, with the aim of enabling Parties
to provide initiative to and feedback on the work of the SPI with particular attention to contributing to
the content of each flagship report.
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IVV. Any other business

17. A Bureau member raised the issue of some discontinuity between decisions 20/COP.16 and
21/COP.16, underscoring the complexity of aligning the outline of the future functioning of the SPI in
decision 20 with the SPI work programme for the transitional 2025-2026 biennium provisionally
introduced in decision 21/COP.16.

18. The Bureau requested the secretariat advise on how these might be aligned, noting the need for
regional consultations to ensure how these decisions are interpreted and applied is guided by the CST
Bureau in a transparent way that incorporates the views of Parties and the different units of the
secretariat. The CST Bureau encouraged prompt action and thorough review to address these challenges
effectively and ensures that follow-up discussions involve all relevant stakeholders. The involvement
of the secretariat and potentially the Communications (CERP) Unit in follow-up processes was
discussed.

19. Based on the discussion, the CST Bureau has asked the secretariat to provide a summary or
guidance from the secretariat on both decisions and their implications. The CST Bureau members would
then consult within their regions.

V. Next meeting

20. To address the concerns raised in paragraphs 15-17 above, the secretariat was requested
propose dates for the next virtual meeting of the CST Bureau to take place within the next few weeks.
Coordination between the CST Chair, the independent scientist co-Chair of the SPI and the secretariat
for structuring and timing was recommended.

21. Following this discussion, The CST Chair closed the meeting.
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Annex |. List of participants

CST Bureau Members UN Geographical Regional Groups!
Jeffrey E. Herrick, CST Chair Western Europe and Others Group
Jean Didier Leho, CST Vice-Chair Africa Group

Michelle Alvarez, CST Vice-Chair GRULAC

Chay Asdak, CST Vice-Chair Asia Group

UNCCD Secretariat

Barron Joseph Orr Science, Technology, and Innovation Unit

Olga Andreeva

Yufu Guo

Carmen-Alina Margina Governing Bodies and Legal Affairs Unit
Héctor Manuel Arias Rojo CST16 Chair and SPI co-Chair

Nichole Barger SPI co-Chair

Emma Archer SP1 member

! https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups
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Annex 1. Agenda of the CST Bureau meeting.

Item 1

The first Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on Science
and Technology (CST17)

Date: 20 January 2025
Time: 15:00 — 16:00 (CET)
Working language: English
Virtual Platform: MS Teams
- Provisional Agenda -
I.  Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
1. Brief overview of CST16/COP16 science outcomes
I11. Towards the renewal of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI)
IV. Any other business
V. Next meeting
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Annex I11. Preliminary indicative timeline for GLO3 preparation.

Preliminary indicative timeline
for GLO3 preparation

CST Bureau
initiates SPI

Renewal Renew / Orient SPI Lit Review / Sci Assessment
Jan 2025 Feb - Mar 2025 Apr - Aug 2025 (5 months)

15t Order Draft
Produce / Scientifically Review / Incorporate Comments

Aug-Dec 2025 (5 months)

2" Order Draft
Produce / Scientifically Review / Incorporate Comments

Jan - Apr 2026 (4 months)

Parties Review Production COP17
May - Jun 2026 Design/Translation/Printing/Launch Sep 2026

(2 months) Jul - Sep 2026 (3 months) (tbc)




