Work programme of the Science-Policy Interface
for the biennium 2025-2026
(as updated by the CST Bureau following decision 21/COP.16 para 1)

Table 1

Objectives and deliverables of the Science-Policy Interface work programme 2025-2026

Objective/Deliverable

Activities

1. Take the scientific lead in the
production of the third edition of the
Global Land Outlook

(GLO 3).

2. Complete activities necessary to
provide feedback on the development
of procedures for fast-track
assessments and information products.

The Science-Policy Interface will allocate among members of the GLO 3
working group, inter alia:

(a) Assume a primary role in the quality assurance of GLO 3;
(b) Serve on its steering committee;

(c) Contribute to the development of GLO procedures;

(d) Assist in the GLO costing analysis;

(e) Collaborate on GLO communications planning;

(f) Contribute to the scoping of GLO 3;

(9) Lead the scientific authorship of the GLO 3;

(h) Lead the GLO 3 independent review editor; and

(i) Contribute to GLO 3 communications and promotion.

The Science-Policy Interface will, inter alia:

(@) Complete activities necessary to provide feedback to the secretariat
and CST Bureau on proposed procedures for the development of fast-
track assessments, information products and advice; and

(b) Contribute to communications and promotion to ensure these products
are based on sound science.

Table 2

Coordination activities of the Science-Policy Interface work programme 2025-2026

Activity

Sub-activities

1. Cooperate with the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) within
the framework of its rolling work
programme up to 2030 and in
accordance with the procedures
established in the Memorandum of
Cooperation with the secretariat of
the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

The Science-Policy Interface (SPI) will follow up on developments relevant
to the UNCCD regarding the IPBES rolling work programme up to 2030,
including:

(@) A thematic assessment of the interlinkages among biodiversity, water,
food, and health (nexus assessment);

(b) A thematic assessment of the underlying causes of biodiversity loss and
the determinants of transformative change and options for achieving the
2050 Vision for Biodiversity (transformative change assessment); and

(c) A methodological assessment of integrated biodiversity-inclusive
spatial planning and ecological connectivity (spatial planning
assessment).

The SPI will summarize the key messages relevant to the UNCCD in the
nexus and transformative change assessment reports. The SP1 will also
contribute to the scientific review of the spatial planning assessment if a
draft of this report becomes available in time for the SPI to complete the
review.



Activity

Sub-activities

2. Cooperate with the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) within the framework
of its agenda, particularly regarding
its seventh assessment cycle (AR7).

3. Cooperate with the
Intergovernmental Technical Panel
on Soils (ITPS) within the
framework of its work programme.

4. Cooperate with the International
Resource Panel of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP-
IRP) within the framework of its
mission.

5. Cooperate with the Global Land
Indicators Initiative (GLII) of the
United Nations Human Settlements
Programme, which aims to achieve
globally comparable monitoring of
land governance by 2030.

6. Cooperate with the Integrated
Drought Management Programme
(IDMP), a joint initiative of the
World Meteorological Organization
and the Global Water Partnership, on
scientific issues related to drought.

The SPI will follow up on developments regarding the IPCC seventh
assessment cycle working group assessment reports and special reports. If
drafts of AR7 reports relevant to the UNCCD become available in time
during the biennium 2025-2026, the SPI will consider contributing to their
scientific review.

The SPI will cooperate with the ITPS on topics to be jointly agreed by the
SPI and the ITPS.

The SPI should explore with the ITPS potential participation in future
symposia relevant to the UNCCD, including the Global Symposium on Soil
Sealing and Urban Soils and the Global Symposium on Soil Compaction and
Physical Degradation.

The SPI will cooperate with the UNEP-IRP on topics to be jointly agreed by
the SPI and the UNEP-IRP, within the framework of its mission to provide
independent, coherent and authoritative scientific assessments of policy
relevance on the sustainable use of natural resources and, in particular, their
environmental impacts over the full life cycle, and to contribute to a better
understanding of how to decouple economic growth from environmental
degradation.

The SPI will provide inputs to GLII and UNCCD efforts to ensure
harmonization of land governance indicators and land degradation
indicators, as relevant to both GLII and the UNCCD.

The SPI will collaborate with the IDMP, on topics to be jointly agreed by the
SPI and the IDMP, on efforts to support governments and other stakeholders
at all levels with implementing integrated drought management, by
providing technical and management guidance and by sharing scientific
knowledge and best practices.




