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Terms of Reference and mandate of the Intergovernmental Working Group (IWG) on
the Future Strategic Framework of the Convention (within the scope and mandate of the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification)
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Recalling decision 4/COP. 16 on improving the procedures for communication of information as
well as the quality and formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties;

Also recalling decisions 7, 8, 25/COP.16

I.

II.

1. At its sixteenth session, in its decision 4/COP.16, para 9-14 of the Conference of the
Parties (COP) decided to establish through the Bureau of the COP an Intergovernmental
Working Group (IWG) on the Future Strategic Framework (FSF) with the aim of
producing elements for a post-2030 strategic framework of the Convention and
requested that its Terms of Reference (TOR) and mandate be endorsed no later than
four months after the sixteenth session of the COP.

Scope and mandate of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future
Strategic Framework of the Convention (IWG-FSF)

2. As set out in decisions 4 and 7/COP.16, the IWG-FSF is established to produce two main
outputs to be tabled at the seventeenth session of the COP:

a.

Identifying key elements, which could include goals and targets, for a post-
2030 strategic framework of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification, building on lessons learned, as contained, inter alia, in the
report of the IWG to Oversee the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework
Midterm Evaluation Process and its follow-up, the proceedings of the work
of the Intergovernmental Working Group on drought and relevant decisions
taken by the COP during its sessions;

Conducting a thorough analysis of current indicators for national reporting on
the strategic objectives of the 2018-2030 Strategic Framework of the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification with a view to making them
more responsive for a post-2030 strategic framework of the Convention, while
ensuring that future methodologies are feasible, simple to understand and
within the capacities of Parties, and taking into consideration decision 8/COP;

Composition of the Intergovernmental Working Group

3. The terms of reference of the IWG-FSF should ensure adequate participation of regional
representatives, supported by technical experts, taking into account geographical and
gender balance and will consist of three representatives per region?, including policy,
scientific and technical expertise, and five technical experts comprising of three

! Africa; Asia and the Pacific; Latin America and the Caribbean; Central and Eastern Europe; and Western

European and Other Countries.
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4.

5.

6.

independent scientists, one representative from international organizations, and one
representative from accredited civil society organizations.

The COP Bureau, at the proposal of the Bureaus of the Committee for the Review of
the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) and the Committee on Science and
Technology (CST) will select the technical members from non-Parties following a call
for expression of interest that will be handled by the secretariat in consultation with the
CRIC and CST Bureaus.

The call of interest to become members of the group should be released in two weeks
on the official website of the UNCCD and through an official notification to all UNCCD
National Focal Points and scientific and technical correspondents (STCs) and
completed no later than two months after the adoption of the TOR of the IWG FSF by
the COP Bureau.

The secretariat is requested together with the Global Mechanism, where appropriate, to
support and facilitate the effective functioning of the IWG-FSF.

III. Main working modalities of the Intergovernmental Working Group

10.

Unless otherwise agreed by the IWG-FSF the group will have three in-person
meetings; one at the beginning of its work, another one after the intersessional session
of the CRIC to be held in Panama in December 2025 (CRIC 23), and one at the end of
its work to finalize its report scheduled to be submitted to COP 17.

In addition, the IWG will meet online, either in full or in smaller subgroups on
particular aspects of the work programme, and it will also actively communicate
through email exchanges. The secretariat will facilitate the meetings of the
intergovernmental work group and communication among the IWG members.

The IWG is also encouraged to regularly consult with Parties, via National Focal
Points (NFPs) and Science and Technology Correspondents (STCs), and relevant
stakeholders, online or physically through its regional members with the support of the
secretariat, as requested, to seek broad technical input and ensure transparency of the
process and buy in from all Parties and relevant actors.

In order to initiate discussions in the IWG, a scoping paper will be prepared by the
secretariat and presented in advance of the first meeting of the group that should
contain inter alia options for the identification of goals and targets to be adopted as
part of the post-2030 strategic framework as well as a dedicated section on the review
of funding opportunities and challenges experienced during the current strategic
framework with a view to taking the findings of this review into consideration when
the next strategic framework will be shaped after COP 17.
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12.
13.
14.

In addition, a study on the current indicator framework used by UNCCD for national
reporting will be carried out by consultants who are not members of the IWG FSF. The
consultants shall take part in appropriate parts of the first meeting of the IWG to get
guidance from the IWG on the scope and timing of the study.

The IWG-FSF should consider the information contained in decision 4/COP.16 para
10 (a-i).

At its first meeting, the IWG-FSF will select two co-chairs from its members
nominated by Parties as well as from the non-Party technical members. Both will chair
the meetings of the IWG-FSF.

In cooperation with the co-chairs, the secretariat will coordinate and assist the
organization and preparation of the meeting agenda, issues notices, and provide any
other necessary support. Additionally, the secretariat will offer technical assistance,
addressing questions related to the functioning of the Convention and leveraging its
in-depth knowledge to facilitate the Working Group's discussions.

IV. Deliverables

15. The IWG-FSF is mandated to:

a. Present an interim report for consultation to Parties, intergovernmental
organizations and regional groups at the twenty-third session of the Committee
for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC-23). In this
context, a participatory consultation on the interim report prepared by the
IWGFSF and the conclusions and recommendations of the independent
assessment will be conducted during an intersessional meeting of the CRIC.

b. Present a final report to Parties for their consideration and action at the
seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties.
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