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- MINUTES OF THE THIRD INTERSESSIONAL MEETING OF THE CST17 BUREAU OF 17 JUNE 2025  - 

 

1. The third intersessional meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on Science 

and Technology (CST17) took place in a hybrid format on Tuesday, 17 June 2025, from 15h00 to 18h00 

Bonn time, with participation both in-person (Meeting Room 1511, LEU, UN Campus Bonn, Germany) 

and via Zoom. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Nicholas Webb, CST Chair. 

2. Four CST17 Bureau members attended the meeting (see Annex I).  

 

I. Adoption of the Agenda.  

 

3. The agenda of the meeting was adopted without any amendments (see Annex II).  

II. Collective review and ranking of the independent scientists' candidates for the IWG FSF 

membership.  

4. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to update the CST Bureau members on the results of the 

preliminary analysis of the applications received in response to the UNCCD Intergovernmental 

Working Group on the Future Strategic Framework (IWG FSF) open call for independent scientists1 

which was launched on 21 May 2025 with a submission deadline of 13 June 2025.  

5. The secretariat provided an overview of the evaluation and selection process for three independent 

scientists to serve as technical experts on the International Working Group on the Future Strategic 

Framework (IWG FSF).  

6. The secretariat reported that a total of 39 applications had been received. Following a preliminary 

assessment based on the criteria set out in the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for the IWG-FSF2, the 

secretariat provided the CST Bureau with a list of shortlisted candidates, including the three highest-

ranked candidates. 

7. The CST Bureau members noted the high level of scientific expertise among the selected candidates, 

as well as their proven experience in key thematic areas of the Convention, land 

degradation/desertification assessment and LDN concept implementation, including national reporting 

processes, monitoring systems, geomatics, and remote sensing. 

8. After extensive deliberations and consideration of scientific qualifications, regional representation, 

and gender balance, the Bureaux provisionally agreed on three candidates, which once confirmed by all 

CST Bureau members, would be forwarded to the CRIC Bureau which is reviewing in parallel 

candidates from the same open call. The candidates provisionally agreed were Dr. Jeffery Herrick, Dr. 

James Gambiza, and Dr. German Kust.  

9. The CST Chair requested that all CST Bureau members submit their final feedback on the proposed 

candidates by close of business on 19 June 2025, ahead of the CRIC Bureau meeting scheduled for 

Friday, 20 June 2025. The CRIC Bureau will consider the CST's recommendation during that meeting, 

with a decision on the final list ultimately to be forwarded to the COP Bureau for their consideration to 

be taken at the joint CRIC/CST Bureau meeting on Monday, 23 June 2025. It was further agreed that 

the CST Chair will present the consolidated decision of the CST Bureau during the joint Bureaux 

meeting. 

III. Preparation for the 22nd SPI meeting of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI).  

 
1 https://www.unccd.int/news-stories/stories/nomination-process-launches-intergovernmental-working-group-
future-unccd 
2 https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-
05/ToR%20IWG%20FSF%20amended%20after%20COP%20Buro.pdf  

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-05/ToR%20IWG%20FSF%20amended%20after%20COP%20Buro.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-05/ToR%20IWG%20FSF%20amended%20after%20COP%20Buro.pdf


 

 

10. The secretariat provided an update on the status of the preparation of the 22nd SPI meeting, scheduled 

for 18-20 June 2025. The secretariat confirmed that all logistical arrangements were largely in place. 

Several SPI members indicated they would not be able to travel to Bonn, but are expected to join online. 

A consistent Zoom link would be used for all three days of the SPI meeting. Importantly, a three-hour 

time block each day had been designated to align with multiple time zones, enabling broad participation 

in high-level presentations and the most critical discussions. The CST Chair will join virtually during 

these time slots and deputized the Asia CST Vice Chair to represent the CST Bureau physically in the 

room during his absence. Coordination between CST Chair and CST Vice Chair was agreed to ensure 

ongoing representation and decision-making continuity. 

11. The major substantive focus of the 22nd SPI Meeting will be the completion of the scoping of the 

third edition of the Global Land Outlook (GLO3). The CST Chair emphasized the need for GLO3 to be 

responsive to country needs and policymaker priorities. He noted that the SPI scoping team had 

developed a comprehensive and well-structured draft outline, but encouraged further attention to impact 

be given during the SPI meeting. There was also discussion on whether or not the current broader focus 

on resilience be narrowed to, for example, drought resilience, given that drought had emerged as a 

priority issue during the UNCCD COP16 and was expected to remain central at COP17.  

12. The CST Chair proposed some revisions to the current outline aimed to sharpen the focus, structure 

the content more clearly, and increase policy relevance. In the discussion that followed, all CST Bureau 

members supported the CST Chairs emphasis on impact and relevance to policy makers. They discussed 

ways to do this such as the inclusion of visual or narrative elements to enhance the reader’s ability to 

follow the conceptual flow across chapters, and incorporating explicit references to the underlying 

problems, their causes, and potential solutions within relevant sections, in order to render the analysis 

more actionable.  

13. The Bureau deliberated on the most appropriate means of communicating the revised outline of the 

GLO report to the SPI. It was agreed that CST Chair would engage with the SPI independent scientist 

Co-Chair and the SPI Special Advisor to develop a strategy for presenting the revised outline in a 

constructive and collegial manner. The proposed approach would not be prescriptive; rather, it would 

convey the CST Bureau’s feedback in its representative capacity on behalf of the Parties. 

IV. Introduction of community of learning and practice on Drought (Community of Learning and 

Practice on Drought Management/ IWRM Action Hub) 

14. An overview of the Community of Learning and Practice (CLP) for Drought was provided by Mr. 

Laurent-Charles Tremblay-Lévesque, Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) & 

Knowledge Management Specialist. This initiative, established in the aftermath of the UNCCD COP 

15, is designed to promote collaborative learning and knowledge exchange on drought resilience and 

risk reduction among national focal points, scientists, civil society organizations (CSOs), and other 

relevant stakeholders. 

16. Currently comprising over 350 members, the CLP operates through a multilingual online platform 

that offers discussion forums, a policy document library, and tools integrated with the UNCCD Drought 

Toolbox. Mr. Tremblay-Lévesque elaborated on the various activities facilitated by the CLP, which 

include webinars, podcasts, interactive training sessions, and global competitions—such as a photo 

contest and an upcoming case study competition focused on financing drought resilience. The initiative 

also supports a continually expanding repository of case studies. Significantly, the CLP is structured 

according to UNCCD regional annexes, enabling members to engage in region-specific discussions in 

their respective languages and to address localized drought-related challenges. The platform is designed 

to be self-sustaining, supported through a combination of UNCCD core funding, co-financing from the 

Global Water Partnership, and voluntary contributions from regional co-Chairs. 

17. In the discussion that followed, CST Chair and the CST Bureau members expressed strong interest 

in exploring collaboration between the CLP and the SPI. This could include linking GLO case study 

development to the CLP case library, jointly hosting regional webinars focused on science-policy 

engagement, and possibly organizing field-based learning opportunities. The CST Vice-Chair from 

Asia emphasized the importance of practical field experiences, and Mr. Tremblay-Lévesque agreed that 



 

 

this type of experiential learning would be highly beneficial. There was consensus that the CLP’s 

structure and tools could provide a meaningful bridge between scientists, policymakers, and 

practitioners, and that it offered a promising platform for strengthening outreach and engagement 

around SPI work. 

 

V. Any other business  

18. The CST Chair and the CST Bureau vice Chairs reiterated appreciation for the work carried out by 

the secretariat and expressed commitment to supporting the SPI and IWG-FSF processes in the days 

ahead.  

 

V. Next meeting  

15.  The CST Bureau noted that further CST Bureau meetings would be scheduled based on 

evolving needs and the outcomes of the SPI-22 and joint CRIC/CST Bureaux meetings. The secretariat 

advised that no further in-person SPI meetings were expected this cycle due to financial constraints, 

and that virtual or hybrid working methods would need to be explored to complete the work on the 

GLO and other deliverables. The date of the next CST Bureau meeting will therefore be determined 

based on arising needs over the next few months. 

16. Following this discussion, The CST Chair closed the meeting. 

----------------------------  
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CST Bureau Members UN Geographical Regional Groups3 

Nicholas Webb, CST Chair Western Europe and Others Group 

Jean Didier Leho, CST Vice-Chair Africa Group 

Chay Asdak, CST Vice-Chair Asia Group 

Michelle Alvarez, CST Vice-Chair  GRULAC 

UNCCD Secretariat 

Johns Muleso Kharika Science, Technology, and Innovation Unit 

Barron Joseph Orr 

Olga Andreeva 

Yufu Guo 

Lawrencia Eposi 

Laurent-Charles Tremblay-Lévesque Global Water Partnership 

 

  

 
3 https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups  

https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups


 

 

Annex II. Agenda of the meeting 

 

 

Third Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on Science and 

Technology (CST17)  

Date: Tuesday, 17 June 2025  

Time: 15h00 – 18h00 (Bonn time)  

Working language: English  

Hybrid format: in person (Meeting Room 1511, LEU, UN Campus Bonn, Germany) and Virtual 

platform: Zoom (via Link)  

 

- Provisional Agenda – 

 

 

I. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work  

 

II. Collective review and ranking of the independent scientists' candidates for the IWG FSF 

membership.  

 

III. Preparation for the 22nd SPI meeting of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI).  

 

IV. Introduction of community of learning and practice on Drought (Community of Learning and 

Practice on Drought Management | IWRM Action Hub) (GPARC).  

 

V. Any other business  

 

VI. Next meeting  

 


