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Follow-up to COP 16:

Nomination of regional representatives to the Intergovernmental Working
Group on the Future Strategic Framework of the Convention

The sixteenth session of the UNCCD Conference of the Parties (COP 16) decided in decision 4/COP.16
to establish through the Bureau of the COP an Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future Strategic
Framework of the Convention (IWG FSF), within the scope and mandate of the Convention. In line with
this decision, the Bureau of the COP endorsed during its meeting held 28 April 2025, the Terms of
Reference of this group and entrusted the secretariat in consultation with the CRIC and CST Bureaux to
ensure that the nomination process be completed by the end of June 2025.

This notification is to inform all Parties to the UNCCD of the nomination process related to the IWG FSF,
as presented below, and the need for the nomination of three members within each regional group.
Interested Parties may communicate their desire to participate in the IWG FSF to the chair of their
regional group, copy to the respective UNCCD liaison officer (contact information is contained at
the end of this document) by Monday 16 June 2025.

In line with the TOR attached to this notification, the respective chairs are then called upon to select the
final three IWG members from their regional group on the basis of the criteria listed in the TOR i.e.
adhering to the request to ensure gender balance and have the policy, scientific and technical aspects of
the Convention reflected as part of the expertise provided to the IWG from each region. Their submission
should be sent to the secretariat no later than 4 July 2025. Upon receiving the names and contact
details of the selected representatives from each regional group chair, the secretariat will contact the IWG
members and post their names on the IWG FSF webpage. IWG members will then also be briefed on the
next steps and timeline of the work of the IWG FSF.

Please note that the IWG FSF will work in English only (documents and meetings).

In line with the TOR of the IWG FSF as attached to this notification

IWG FSF will be composed as follows:

a) Three representatives from each regional group?;

b) One representative from civil society organizations;
¢) One representative from international organizations;
d) Three independent experts;

Please also note that this notification only deals with the nomination process of the regional
representatives while the members from the civil society organizations, international organizations and
the independent experts will be selected inter alia through an open call that will be published on the
UNCCD website.

! Three representatives from each the Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, Central and Eastern
Europe, Western European and Other Countries group.
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Unless otherwise agreed by the IWG FSF, and depending on the availability of resources, the group will
have three in-person meetings: one at the beginning of its work, another one immediately after the
intersessional CRIC session, and one at the end for finalizing its report. The first meeting is tentatively
planned to take place during the third quarter of 2025.

Since the TOR specifies that membership of the IWG is done on the basis of UN regional groups, a list
of membership of individual countries that belong to each group can be obtained through the website of

the United Nations for ease of reference?. Please also find attached the TOR as approved by the COP
Bureau on 28 April 2025. In order to facilitate the nomination process, the regional chairs of the
corresponding Convention’s implementation annexes, as listed below, will be requested to forward the
final list of nominated members to the secretariat. Where we do not have an annex that corresponds with
the composition of the UN regional group, the respective COP Bureau members/representatives, as listed
below, will be approached, for providing the same service.

Contact information for announcing interest to becoming a member of the IWG FSF

Africa Group Chair: COTE D’IVOIRE
Mr. Kouakou Jean Kouadio
Point Focal National Ministére de I’Environnement
du Développement
Durable et de la ransition Ecologique
Abidjan
E-mail: kouadiokolou@yahoo.fr
Copy: Cheikh Toure (ctoure(@unccd.int)

Asia and the Pacific Group Chair: BHUTAN
Mr. Tashi Wangdi
Programme Director
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
National Soil Services Centre of the Department of Agriculture
Thimphu
Email: twangdi@moaf.gov.bt
Copy: Louisa Karika (lkarika@unccd.int)

Latin America and the Caribbean Chair: PARAGUAY

Group Mr. Dario Mandelburger
Director of Biodiversity Protection and Conservation
Ministerio del Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible
Asuncion
Email: dario.mandellburger@mades.gov.py
Copy: Laura Meza Morales (Imeza@unccd.int)

Eastern European Group COP Bureau representative: AZERBAIJAN
Mr. Toghrul Feyziyev
Senior Advisor
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources
Division of International Cooperation
Baku
Email: t.feyzili@eco.gov.az, ecofriendly.aze@gmail.com
Copy: Nadezda Dementieva (ndementieva@unccd.int)
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Western European and other countries COP Bureau members: SWITZERLAND

Group

Ms. Stephanie Piers de Raveschoot

National Focal Point

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA

Bern

Email: stephanie.piers-de-raveschoot@eda.admin.ch

GERMANY

Ms. Juliane Wiesenhuetter

Deutsche Gesellschatft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
Email: juliane.wiesenhuetter@giz.de

Copy: Aurelie Boutrou (aboutrou@unccd.int)




