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- MINUTES OF THE SECOND (CONTINUED) INTERSESSIONAL MEETING OF THE CST17 BUREAU -

(16 APRIL 2025)  

 

1. The second continued intersessional meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee 

on Science and Technology (CST17) took place online on 16th of April 2025.  

 

2. Four CST17 Bureau members attended the meeting (see Annex I).  

 

I. Adoption of the Agenda.  

 

3. The agenda of the continued meeting was adopted without any amendments (see Annex II).  

 

II. Collective review and final ranking of the independent scientist candidates for the SPI 

membership 

4. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to update the CST Bureau members on the results of the 

preliminary analysis of the applications received in response to the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface 

(SPI) open call for independent scientists1 which was available to candidates from 27 February to 26 

March 2025.  

5. The CST Bureau evaluated candidates for SPI membership based on the criteria summarized in 

decisions 7/COP.16 and 20/COP.16, including  scientific impact, experience in interfacing science and 

policy, career stage, regional, gender and disciplinary balance, and the need to address current 

disciplinary gaps. A total of 106 applications were received from 49 countries spread across all regions. 

There was also a reasonable balance of applications received across gender (58% male; 42% female) 

and career stage 26% early career (≤ 6 yrs from PhD); 25% mid-career (7-13 yrs from PhD); and 50% 

senior scientists (> 13 from PhD). The secretariat noted the high overall quality of the applications in 

terms of scientific impact and experience in interfacing science and policy, as well as the disciplinary 

breadth of applications, covering a number of relevant scientific domains not represented in the current 

SPI membership. 

6. The CST Chair expressed thanks the CST Vice-Chairs for completing their preliminary analysis of 

all applications prior to the meeting and opened the floor to further discussion and evaluation.   

7. Following intent and comprehensive discussions, the CST Bureau selected nine independent 

scientists to complete this aspect of the staged renewal of the SPI. The selections focused on scientific 

impact and experience in interfacing science and policy, addressing gaps in the current disciplinary 

balance of the SPI, added a fifth early career scientist and helped ensure the current gender and regional 

balance in SPI membership will be maintained. Of the nine selected independent scientists, two each 

are from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Central and Eastern Europe, and one is 

from Western Europe and other states, contributing to regional balance in SPI membership.  

8. The CST Bureau approved the selections and the CST Chair requested the secretariat to inform those 

selected on behalf of the Bureau and obtain confirmations of their serve across the 2025-2026 biennium 

from each. The updated membership list will be published on the UNCCD website. 

 

9. The CST Chair requested the secretariat to provide a summary of the applications received in 

response to an open call sent to all UNCCD-accredited UN organizations and intergovernmental 

organizations to serve as observers on the SPI. The secretariat reported that six organizations had 

applied for SPI observer status, of which four will need to be selected to serve on the SPI.  

 
1 https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-02/SPI%20call%20for%20independent%20scientists.pdf 



 

 

 

10. The CST Chair requested that the secretariat facilitate the electronic review of these applications by 

CST Bureau members. The CST Chair requested that each Vice-Chair should evaluate the applications 

and rank them, and communicate the results to the Chair via email, leaving open the possibility for 

further discussion if the necessary. 

 

III. Any other business  

 

11. The CST Chair facilitated the election of the CST Bureau Rapporteur. The CST Vice-Chair, Mr. 

Chay Asdak from Indonesia, representing Asia Group, was nominated by the CST Bureau and accepted 

to serve as Rapporteur and this was supported by all CST Bureau members with no objections.  

 

12. The CST Bureau discussed communication challenges with the science and technology 

correspondents and national focal points. Effective regional engagement has been hindered due to 

outdated contact information for CST representatives. The Bureau members have all experienced 

significant challenges in communicating with National Focal Points (NFPs) and Science and 

Technology Correspondents (STCs) in their respective regions. Although the CST Bureau has not 

conducted a full assessment, preliminary findings suggest these challenges appear to be rooted in, 

among others:  

 

a) the turnover in NFPs and STCs and the timing of changes; 

b) the processes Parties follow to officially designate NFPs and STCs within their respective 

governments and in making official submissions of changes to the UNCCD secretariat; 

c) the approach/system used by the secretariat for keeping the official NFP and STC 

databases/mailing lists current and accurate; and  

d) the limitations in the functionality of the official NFP and STC databases/mailing lists in 

facilitating Bureau members in sending Bureau business email messages to all current NFPs 

and/or STCs in their respective regions simultaneously.  

13. The CST Bureau members noted that coordination with NFPs and STCs and the sharing of 

information concerning the Convention was a challenge identified by the Mid-Term Evaluation IWG 

(Decision 7/COP.16 para 4). The CST Bureau encouraged the secretariat, in its efforts to explore the 

feasibility of digitalization (Decision 4/COP.16 para 5), to pursue as a top priority the identification of 

solutions to the communication challenges with NFPs and STCs.  

 

14. The CST Bureau agreed to submit a formal request to the secretariat to update and regularly maintain 

an accurate and current list of NFPs and STCs reflected in the discussions held during this meeting. The 

CST Chair agreed to prepare a formal letter addressed to the secretariat to initiate this request on behalf 

of the Bureau. 

 

V. Next meeting  

15.  The next in person meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 17 June 2025 in Bonn, back to back with 

the first physical meeting of the renewed SPI.  

16. Following this discussion, The CST Chair closed the meeting. 

----------------------------  



 

 

Annex I. List of participants 

 

CST Bureau Members UN Geographical Regional Groups2 

Jeffrey E. Herrick, CST Chair Western Europe and Others Group 

Jean Didier Leho, CST Vice-Chair Africa Group 

Chay Asdak, CST Vice-Chair Asia Group 

Michelle Alvarez  GRULAC 

UNCCD Secretariat 

Johns Muleso Kharika Science, Technology, and Innovation Unit 

Barron Joseph Orr 

Olga Andreeva 

Yufu Guo 

Lawrencia Eposi 

 

 

  

 
2 https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups  

https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups


 

 

Annex II. Agenda of the meeting 

 

 

The second Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on Science and 

Technology (CST17) (continued) 

 

Date:  Wednesday, 16 April 2025  

Time: 14h00 – 17h00 (Bonn time) 

Working language: English  

Virtual platform: Zoom (via Link) 

 

 

- Provisional Agenda – 

 

IV. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work  

 

V. Collective review and final ranking of the independent scientists candidates for the SPI 

membership. 

 

VI. Any other business  

 

VII. Next meeting  

https://unccd-int.zoom.us/j/84956014846

