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- MINUTES OF THE SECOND INTERSESSIONAL MEETING OF THE CST17 BUREAU -
(10 APRIL 2025)

1. The second intersessional meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on
Science and Technology (CST17) took place online on 10th of April 2025.

2. Three CST17 Bureau members attended the meeting, the CST Chair, Mr. Herrick (Western
Europe and Other Groups), the CST Vice-Chairs, Mr. Chay Asdak (Asia Group) and Mr. Jean Didier
Leho (Africa Group).

L Adoption of the Agenda.

3. The agenda of the meeting was adopted without any amendments (see Annex II).

II. Collective review and final ranking of the independent scientist candidates for the SPI
membership

4. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to present an analysis of the applications received
in response to the SPI open call for independent scientists' which was available to candidates from 27
February to 26 March 2025.

5. This open call is the part of the staged renewal of SPI membership in order to fill 9 slots among

the independent scientists serving on the SPI, including 7 globally selected independent scientists, 1
regionally selected independent scientist (Africa), and 1 early career scientists.

6. The secretariat summarized the application process and provided an overview of the structure
and composition of the SPI applications database, describing all data fields received from the applicants.
The 25 questions on the application form addressed all the criteria established for the application review,
as summarized in decision 20/COP.16. These include scientific impact, experience in interfacing
science and policy, the need for disciplinary, regional, gender and career stage balance, and proficiency
in English, the working language of the SPI. The database provided the opportunity to compare the
candidates as the first stage in the review conducted by the CST Bureau.

7. A total of 106 applications were received from 49 countries spread across all regions. There
was also a reasonable balance of applications received across gender (58% male; 42% female) and
career stage (26% early career (< 6 yrs from PhD); 25% mid-career (8-13 yrs from PhD, 50% senior
scientists (> 13 from PhD). The secretariat noted the high overall quality of the applications in terms of
scientific impact and experience in interfacing science and policy, as well as the disciplinary breadth of
applications, covering a number of relevant scientific domains not represented in the current SPI
membership.

8. During the meeting the CST Bureau members emphasized the importance of safeguarding
personally identifiable information (PII) contained in the applications received and the applications
database, noting it is crucial during scientific reviews to protect individual privacy, maintain ethical
research practices, and uphold public trust, for both individual well-being and societal benefit. The
urgency of ensuring that this process and the documents remain strictly confidential and are not shared
during regional consultations was emphasized. It was noted that an email from the CST Chair to
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the effect would be circulated, and members are encouraged to respond to it to reaffirm the
importance of maintaining confidentiality and the privacy of applicants.

9. The Bureau in this regard, agreed to schedule a follow-up meeting to continue the selection
process and finalize decisions, with members reviewing the spreadsheet individually in advance.

10. Issuing a call for observers: It was agreed that the Open Call for SPI Observers will be discussed
at the next CST Bureau meeting.

V. Next meeting

11. The next online meeting to complete the review is scheduled for Wednesday, 16 April 2025 via
Zoom.

12. Following this discussion, The CST Chair closed the meeting.
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Annex I. List of participants

CST Bureau Members

UN Geographical Regional Groups’

Jeffrey E. Herrick, CST Chair

Western Europe and Others Group

Jean Didier Leho, CST Vice-Chair

Africa Group

Chay Asdak, CST Vice-Chair

Asia Group

UNCCD Secretariat

Johns Muleso Kharika

Barron Joseph Orr

Olga Andreeva
Yufu Guo

Lawrencia Eposi

Science, Technology, and Innovation Unit

2 https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups
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Annex II. Agenda of the meeting

The second Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 17th session of the Committee on Science and
Technology (CST17)

Date: Thursday, 10 April 2025
Time: 14h00 — 17h00 (Bonn time)
Working language: English
Virtual platform: Zoom (via Link)

- Provisional Agenda —

L Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
IL Collective review and final ranking of the independent scientists candidates for the SPI
membership.

1. Any other business

Iv. Next meeting


https://unccd-int.zoom.us/j/87058034926?pwd=hVDr0axA3vzi40aFnoZGHtUfAZ7vZZ.1

