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1 OBJECTIVE 

This document provides a clear and detailed guide on the immigration procedures for 

international participants attending events in the Republic of Panama. It emphasizes visa 

exemptions and the use of electronic visas to facilitate an efficient, streamlined, and 

trouble-free process. 

 

2 IMPORTANT 
To ensure a smooth visa process for all participants of the Twenty-third Session of the 
Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC23), we kindly 
request that after submitting your visa application through the National Migration Service 
portal, you also complete the CRIC23 Coordination Team follow-up form at the following 
link: https://forms.office.com/r/9kvHDFeiAE. 

In addition, please send to the CRIC23 Coordination Team of the Ministry of Environment 
of Panama (Section 7. CONTACTS FOR INQUIRIES) the same documents you uploaded in 
your visa application (e.g., passport copy, flight and hotel reservations, invitation letter, etc.). 
This step will allow our team to closely monitor your application with the National Migration 
Service and to provide timely support in case any issues arise during the process. 

 

3 PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 

Before initiating any procedure, it is essential to verify whether the participant requires a 

visa to enter Panama, as there are simplified mechanisms that may apply depending on 

their nationality or immigration status: 

1. Visa Exemptions, applicable to individuals with special passports or with valid 

visas/residences from certain countries; 

2. Electronic Visas: a mechanism enabled by the National Migration Service that 

allows certain participants to manage their entry digitally. The application process 

is entirely online, which simplifies and expedites the procedure. 

The following sections outline the conditions, steps, and requirements for each of these 

processes to ensure proper and seamless visa management. 

 

3.1 VISA EXEMPTIONS 

Delegates holding diplomatic, official, service, consular, or special passports from 

countries with which Panama has signed visa exemption agreements do not require a visa 

to enter Panamanian territory. 

In addition, Panama grants visa exemptions to nationals of certain countries if they hold a 

valid visa or residence permit issued by one of the following jurisdictions: 

• Australia 

• Canada 

• Any member state of the European Union 

• Japan 

https://forms.office.com/r/9kvHDFeiAE
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• Republic of Korea 

• Singapore 

• United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

• United States of America 

To qualify for this exemption, the visa or residence permit must: 

• Be a multiple-entry visa; 

• Have been used at least once to enter the country that issued it; 

• Be valid for at least six (6) months at the time of entry into Panama. 

Delegates benefiting from this exemption may enter Panama as tourists, without the need 

to obtain a Panamanian visa. However, they must meet the general entry conditions, 

including presenting a return or onward travel itinerary and proof of the purpose of their 

visit (e.g., the accreditation letter for the event). 

 

3.2 ELECTRONIC VISAS 

The Electronic Visa (EV), issued by the National Migration Service, allows participants to 

apply for entry to Panama entirely online. 

It is especially available for attendees of international events, including those organized 

by the United Nations system 

 

Decision flow for visa processing to enter Panama 
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4 PROCESS FOR APPLYING FOR THE E-VISA 
 

4.1 REGISTER ON PANAMA’S MIGRATION PORTAL 
 

1. Access the official Panama Migration portal through the following link: 
 

 
 

2. After accessing the portal, select the language (Spanish or English),  

3. Complete the registration process by entering the following information: 

• Full name 

• Email address 

• Password 

• Password confirmation 

4. For the question ‘Do you have a RUEX number?’, leave the box unchecked. 

5. Click on Terms and Conditions, read the statement carefully and select Accept. 

6. The system will return to the registration screen. Check the box "I'm not a robot." 

7. Finally, click the "Sign in" button to complete the process. 

 

4.2 LOG IN THE SYSTEM 

1. Open your email account used during registration. You will receive a confirmation 

email. Click the link provided in the message to confirm your e-mail. 

https://lara.migracion.gob.pa/Tramite/Account/Register 

https://lara.migracion.gob.pa/Tramite/Account/Register
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1. Once your email is confirmed, click ‘Haga clic aquí para iniciar sesión’ or use the link 
below to log in to the system 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. After clicking the confirmation link, log in using the email address and password 
you initially registered with. 

 

https://lara.migracion.gob.pa/Tramite/Account/Login 

 

https://lara.migracion.gob.pa/Tramite/Account/Login
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4.3 VISA APPLICATION 
 

1 .  Click on the "Government (Public) events" tab and  

2 .  Select the option "Visa Application for Government Events (Public)" to begin your visa 
application. 
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3. Read the initial instructions carefully and click on “Fill out Application” 
 

 
 

4.4 FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM 

Complete the application form with your personal information. Make sure all details are 

correct before proceeding to the next step. 

You must enter the following information: 

• First Name 
• Second Name (optional) 

• Last Name 
• Second Last name (optional) 

• Sex 
• Nationality 

• Country of birth 
• Birth date (month/day/year) 

• Type of document (Passport) 
• Travel document number (This is the passport number) 

• Reason for traveling (select the only option “Asistir a Seminarios”) 
• Please specify the name of the event, seminar, training, or induction you will 

attend. “In the context of CRIC23, please write: The Twenty-third Session of 
the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention 
(CRIC 23) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD)” 

• Phone (optional) 

• Cellphone number 
• Name of the parents and Nationality 
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4.5 UPLOAD REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 

1. Select and upload the requested documents in PDF format (maximum 2MB per 

file) by clicking the “Select File/Elegir archivo” buttons.  

2. A message saying “File Uploaded Successfully” should appear. 

 
Enter all the requested information on the form. 

Attach to your application all required documents, scanned in PDF format, with a maximum 

size of 2MB. 

Once the Visa Authorization is prepared, you will receive an email with the document 

digitally. 

The required documents are: 

• A full copy of a valid passport with at least six (6) months of validity 

• Copy of your national ID or residence card from your country of residence 

 

• Flight reservation with onward travel itinerary or electronic ticket 

• Hotel reservation (Proof of accommodation in Panama, under the applicant’s 
name, covering the full period of stay.) 

• Invitation letter from the state entity extending the invitation… (For CRIC23, please 
upload the Confirmation of Registration and Visa Support Letter issued by the 
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UNCCD.) 

• Submit a photo (Please submit a recent passport-size photo) 

• Visa Form: Please upload the visa request form completed with your information. 
You can also find a copy of the form at the end of this document. 

 

 

 

3. Once all documents are uploaded, click the “Submit” button to continue the 
process. 

 

 

4.6 CHECK THE STATUS OF YOUR APPLICATION 

Once you have completed and submitted your application, you can verify if it was 

successfully registered by following these steps: 

1. Click on the “Authorized Visas” tab. 

2. Select the option “List of Requested Government (Public) Events.” 

This section allows you to confirm that your application was submitted correctly and to 

IMPORTANT: Ensure all files are clear and of good quality. Please note that blurry or 

incomplete documents cannot be accepted. 

https://www.migracion.gob.pa/wp-content/uploads/10-Formulario_visa_de_turista.pdf
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track its status. Please check this section periodically after submitting your application 

to stay informed about any updates. 

Process completed. Now, you just need to wait for an official response from the National 

Migration Service. 

 

 

 

5 IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 

• Complete all required personal information. 

• If you do not have a Panamanian phone number, use the number of the hotel or 

a local contact. The number must begin with: 507XXXXXXXX 

• The email address you register will be the one used to receive the visa, so you 

must have guaranteed access to that account. 

• Attached files must be in PDF format and must not exceed 2 MB in size. 

All documents must also be sent to the following email address for joint processing: 
egomez@ambiente.gob.pa 
 

6 REVIEW AND VISA ISSUANCE 

Once all documentation has been submitted, the participant must wait for the 

National Migration Service to review the application. 

• If the documentation is complete and meets the requirements, the visa will be 
issued in electronic format and sent to the email address registered in the system. 

mailto:egomez@ambiente.gob.pa
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• It is recommended to check this email frequently, including the spam or junk folder. 

• If there are any issues or missing information, the participant will be contacted by the 
corresponding entity to address them. 

 
 

Visa Authorization 
  

IMPORTANT NOTE: As part of the visa approval process, the Ministry of Public Security 
will conduct a background verification of all applicants. If this review results in remarks or 
restrictions, the visa may be denied. Decisions of the Ministry of Public Security are final 
and cannot be overridden by the Ministry of Environment or the National Migration 
Service. Applicants and/or the organizing team will be informed in advance if such a 
situation arises. 
 
Deadline for Applications: Visa applications must be submitted no later than 15 
November 2025, 11:59 p.m. (Panama time). We strongly encourage applying well 
before this date. Applications submitted after the deadline cannot be guaranteed to be 
processed on time. 
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7 CONTACTS FOR INQUIRIES 

To ensure timely and efficient assistance, all inquiries related to the visa process should 

be sent to the following contacts: 

• Erika Gomez - egomez@miambiente.gob.pa  

• Fabiola Vega - fvega@miambiente.gob.pa  

 

 

 
 

8 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

• Do I need a visa to enter Panama if I’m attending an international event?  

It depends on your nationality and the type of passport you hold. Panama grants visa 
exemptions to certain countries and to individuals with valid visas or residencies from 
approved countries. We recommend verifying your status before starting the 
application process.  

• What is an electronic visa, and who can apply for it?  

An electronic visa is a digital process that allows you to apply for a visa without 
visiting a consulate. It is available for certain authorized profiles and is the 
preferred method for events organized by international bodies such as the UN. 

• What if I already have a visa or residence permit from the U.S., Canada, or an EU 
country?  

If your visa or residence meets the requirements (multiple-entry, used at least once, 
valid for at least 6 months), you may enter Panama without needing to apply for a 
Panamanian visa. 

• How long does the visa process take?  

Processing time varies depending on the type of visa and the consulate. Electronic 
visas are usually processed faster (within 5 to 10 business days). 

• Who can help me if I have questions during the process?  

You can contact the event's organizing team, writing directly to the official support 
emails provided by the organizers. Check the section 6.6 

• Can I enter Panama with an expired visa from a visa-exempt country (like the U.S. 
or Canada)?  

REMINDER: After completing your visa application through the National Migration 
Service portal, please fill out the CRIC23 Coordination Team follow-up form 
(https://forms.office.com/r/9kvHDFeiAE) and send to the CRIC23 Coordination Team 
of the Ministry of Environment of Panama the same documents you uploaded in your visa 
application. This will help us follow up with the National Migration Service and provide 
support in case of any issues. 

 

mailto:egomez@miambiente.gob.pa
mailto:fvega@miambiente.gob.pa
https://forms.office.com/r/9kvHDFeiAE
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No. To qualify for Panama’s visa exemption using a third-country visa, it must be valid 
for at least six (6) months upon entry and have been used at least once to enter that 
country. 

• Is it mandatory to present a return or onward ticket when entering Panama?  

Yes. Regardless of visa type, you must present proof of departure (return or onward 
ticket) and have sufficient financial means for your stay. 

• Is it mandatory to present a hotel reservation?  

Yes. All applicants must provide proof of accommodation in Panama. The reservation 
must be under the applicant’s name, match the travel dates in the visa application, 
and cover the full period of stay. 

• What should I do if my passport is expiring soon?  

You cannot enter Panama if your passport is valid for less than 6 months. It is strongly 
recommended to renew it before applying for a visa or planning your trip. 

• What if I make a mistake in the application form?  

If the form has already been submitted, you must immediately contact the organizing 
team to correct it before it is processed. 

• What happens if my passport changes after I’ve applied for the visa?  

You must notify this change immediately. In many cases, you’ll need to repeat the 
application or update the information, since the visa is linked to a specific passport 
number. 

• Can I enter Panama before or stay after the event?  

Yes, within the authorized period granted by your visa or exemption (e.g., up to 30 or 90 
days). However, you must be able to justify your stay if questioned by immigration 
authorities. 

• Should I carry a printed copy of the electronic visa?  

Yes. Even though it's a digital document, it is recommended to carry a printed copy of 
the authorization along with your passport and invitation letter to facilitate 
immigration control. 
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SOLICITUD DE VISA DE TURISTA 
REQUESTING A VISA AS A TOURIST 

 

Lea cuidadosamente el formulario. No borre, ni tache. No deje espacios en blanco.  

En el caso que la interrogante no aplique a su solicitud, escribir no aplica (N/A). 

 
Carefully read the form. Do not delete, nor scratch anything. Do not leave blank spaces. In cases the interrogation does not apply to you, write 

“Not Applied” (N/A) 

 

A- Datos del solicitante de visa de Turista que solicita ingresar a Panamá. 
Data from the person requesting the tourist visa, who wants to arrive to Panama 

 

1. Nombre completo del Turista: ______________________________________       ________________________________                    

Tourist full name                                                                Primer nombre                                       Segundo nombre 
                First name                                         Middle name  

 

 

                                                                                                                                _____________________________________________________________________________            _________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                      Primer Apellido                                             Segundos Apellidos  
                                                                                                                                                                                    Last names                                                               Second surnames 
 

2. Nombre usual:                                                               Nombre Legal                                                                                   

Usual name                                                                                    Legal name 

 

3. Fecha de nacimiento (Día/Mes/Año) _____________________________ Nacionalidad _____________________________ 

    Date of birth  (day/ month/ Year)                                                                           Nationality 

 

4. Número de Pasaporte  País que lo Expide    
Passport number Issuing country 

 

5. Fecha de vencimiento del pasaporte                                                    
Passport expiration date 

 

6. Estado Civil: 
               Marital status 

casado 
Married 

soltero 
Single 

unido 
Coupled 

divorciado 
Divorced 

viudo 
Wid

 

7. Nombre del cónyuge o pareja actual                  
                  Name of current spouse or partner 

 

8. Nacionalidad del cónyuge o pareja ______________________________ Fecha de Nacimiento __________________ 

                  Nationality of the spouse or partner                                                                              Date of birth 

 

9. País de residencia y dirección actual del solicitante. 
Applicant’s country of residence and address 

 

         ,   

País  Estado, Provincia o Departamento  Ciudad 
Country State, Province or Department City 

Avenida, Calle y N.º de Casa o Habitación. 
Avenue, Street, House or Room number 

 

10. Nº de Teléfono         ,  Fax        Apartado Postal   

Telephone number (Residencial, Personal o Laboral)             Fax number         Postal box number (House and work) 

 
 

11. Correo electrónico (electronic mail)   
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12. Profesión / Ocupación Actual a realizar _________________________________________________________ 
Profession / Current occupation to perform 

 

13. Lugar de trabajo y nombre del empleador________________________________________________________ 
Working place and employer’s name 

 

14. Declare si tiene familiares o amistades en Panamá (nombre, parentesco y domicilio) 

Declare if having any relatives or friends in Panama (name, family relation, address) 

 

 

 
Nombre Parentesco    Dirección y teléfono   

  Name        Family relation - kinship  Address and telephone  
 
 
 
 

 
Nombre 

 
Parentesco  

 
Dirección y teléfono  

  Name         Family relation – kinship Address and telephone  
 
 

 

15. Dirección del hotel o sitio donde va a hospedarse en Panamá    
Address of the hotel, or place of residence while in Panama 

 

16. Indique con quien viaja (Nombre y apellido) ___________________________________Parentesco_______________ 

               Indicate who you are traveling with (Name and surname)                                                     family relation - kinship  

 

17. Fecha en que planea viajar en Panamá      
Planned date to arrive to Panama 

 

18. Tiempo de estadía en Panamá (debe ser exacto) . 
Tine planned to remain in Panama (you must be exact) 

 

19. Motivo del viaje (Reasons for traveling)    

   Turismo (Tourism) 

______ Tránsito con destino a (transit bound for): _______________________________ 

______ Asistir a Seminarios, Ferias u otros eventos (To go a seminar, fairs or similar)  

______ Visitar familiares (Family visit)  

______ Hacer contactos de negocios (To make contact for possible businesses)  

______ Visitas comerciales y profesionales (commercial and professional visits)  

______ Recibir servicios medicos ambulatorios o tratamientos cortos. (To receive an ambulatory medical or short 

treatmen, services)  

______ Invitado por Empresas Usuaria de Zona Libre de Colón (Invitation by a user company of colon free zone) 

Indicar nombre de la empresa (Indicate company name) _______________________________________________ 

  Otros/Detalle (Other, give details)                                                                                       
 

20. Si va a ingresar como participante de un seminario, capacitación, excursión o con un plan de turista e invitado por       

un familiar especificar: If you are going to enter as a participant in a seminar, training, excursion or with a tourist plan, specify. 

 
 
 

22. Alguna vez se le ha autorizado una visa de Panamá Sí No 
Have you ever been authorized a visa to the Republic of Panama Yes No 

Especifique tipo de visa (turista, permisos de residencia, múltiple)    
Specify what type of visa (tourist visa, residence permit, multiple one) 

 

 

23. Detalle si ha estado anteriormente en Panamá y el año   
Have you ever been in Panama? When (year)? 

 

24. Alguna vez se le ha negado o revocado una visa o residencia de Panamá. Especifique 
Have you ever been denied a visa, or a residence in Panama, or has it ever been revoked? Be specific. 
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Tipo de visa, permiso y fecha . 
Typye of visa, permission and date 

 

25. Declare si piensa solicitar alguna otra visa de no residente o permiso cuando ingrese a Panamá.  
Declare if you are thinking abou any other non resident visa, or permission then you are in Panama 

 

26. Que visa o permiso desea solicitar en Panamá. 

What type of cisa, or permission, are you planning to request? 

 

Visa múltiple de no residente             Permiso de residente temporal               Permiso de residente permanente       

     Multiple non residen visa                                 Temporal residence permit                              permanente residence permit 

 

                                 Ninguno / None 

 

27. Si tiene visas vigentes de otros países, indique cuales    
If you have visas from any other countries, which ones? 
 

28. Es usted residente de algún país, distinto al de su nacionalidad. No Sí.  

               Are you a resident from any country, besides from then country of your nationality? No       Yes 

 

29. De qué país es residente___________________________________________ 

(Adjuntar copia legible del carné o documentación que acredite la residencia).   
From what country are you a resident (Attach a legible copy of the identification card, or of the documentation acknowledging you as 

such) 

30. Nombre y firma del solicitante ___________________________________________________                                                  
(Applicant’s name and signatura) 

31. ¿Alguna persona ha llenado este formulario por usted?                                 No        Si 
Has anyone filled this for you?                                                                               No              Yes 
 

32. Nombre y firma de la persona que ha llenado el formulario por usted    
Name and signature of the person who filled the form 

 

Certifico que he leído y comprendido todas las preguntas que aparecen en esta solicitud y que las respuestas que he 

dado en este formulario son correctas a mi mejor saber y entender. Entiendo que cualquier declaración falsa o 

engañosa puede dar como resultado la negativa permanente de una visa o de mi entrada a Panamá. Comprendo que 

la posesión de una visa no garantiza al portador el derecho a entrar a Panamá, al llegar a un puesto de entrada al 

país si se determina que no tengo ese derecho. 

 

I certify that I have read and understood all questions in this request, and that answers I have given in this form are correct, to the best of 

my knowledge and comprehension. I understand that any false, or dubious, can produce, as a result, a permanent denial of the visa or 

my entrance to Panama. I understand that having a visa does not guarantee the bearer the right of entrance to the Republic of Panamas, 

when arriving to a port of entrance, it is determined I does not have such right. 

 
NOMBRE Y FIRMA DEL SOLICITANTE: _____________________________          _   FECHA: _________________   
Applicant’s name and signature                                                                                                                       Date 

 

FIRMA DEL FUNCIONARIO QUE RECIBE: ___________________________________ 

 

 

EXCLUSIVO PARA SOLICITUDES PRESENTADAS DESDE PANAMÁ. 

Exclusively for applications presented from Panama 

NOMBRE Y FIRMA DEL ABOGADO (Lawyer’s name and signature) 

Nombre (Name)  

firma (signatura)  ________ 

Cédula (personal identification number,) , idoneidad (competence)_________ 

Fecha (Date)_______________________________ 

 


