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Item 1 (a) of the provisional agenda

Organizational matters

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

Provisional agenda and annotations

Note by the secretariat

I. Provisional agenda

1. Organizational matters:
(@)  Adoption of the agenda and schedule of work;
(b)  Appointment of the Rapporteur of the Committee.

2. Effective implementation of the Convention at national, subregional and regional
levels:

(@  Update on the implementation of the voluntary land degradation neutrality
targets and related implementation efforts;

(b)  Policy frameworks and thematic topics: sand and dust storms, land tenure;

(c)  Development and promotion of activities for targeted capacity-building to
further the implementation of the Convention.

3. Improving the procedures for communication of information as well as the quality and
formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties.

4, Interim report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future Strategic
Framework.

5. Consideration of priorities for science—policy guidance.

6. Special segment: Gender Caucus.

7. Adoption of the report of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the

Convention to the Conference of the Parties.
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(@)

Annotations to the provisional agenda

Dates and venue of the session

1. By its decision 14/COP.16, the Conference of the Parties (COP) decided that the
twenty-third session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the
Convention (CRIC 23) should be held in the last quarter of 2025 in Panama.

2. After consultations with the Government of Panama, it was decided that the session
would take place from 1-5 December 2025 in Panama City over five working days. The
secretariat will ensure that information on the organization of the session is communicated
to Parties in due course.

Consultations of affected country Parties of the Convention’s Regional Implementation
Annexes

3. Consultations of country Parties of the Convention’s Regional Implementation
Annexes on matters before CRIC 23 will take place on 30 November 2025 prior to the
opening of CRIC 23.

Provisional agenda

4, According to the terms of reference of the CRIC, as set out in the annex to decision
13/COP.13, the provisional agenda for the sessions of the CRIC is to be prepared by the
Executive Secretary in consultation with the Bureau of the CRIC.

5. Accordingly, decision 13/COP.16 was considered when compiling the provisional
agenda for this session, along with other relevant decisions of the COP, including decisions
2/COP.16, 4/COP.16, 13/COP.16, 14/COP.16, 20/COP.16, 27/COP.16 and 28/COP.16.

Documentation

6. Official pre-session documents will be made available in due course on the UNCCD
website.!

Organizational matters

7. CRIC 23 will be opened by the Chair of the CRIC, who was elected at COP 16.2 In
accordance with rule 31 of the rules of procedure of the COP, and paragraph 8 of the annex
to decision 13/COP.13, the Chair of the CRIC shall be elected at the final meeting of the COP
and shall assume office immediately.

8. The CRIC may wish to consider the following scenario: at the opening of CRIC 23
on 1 December 2025, the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD and the Chair of the CRIC
will make introductory statements. Following the introduction of each agenda item,
representatives of regional and interest groups will be invited to make statements, followed
by statements from United Nations agencies and/or other stakeholders, including civil
society. The aim is to facilitate a discussion among Parties and their development partners
on experiences at the national, subregional and/or regional level relating to topics discussed
during the plenary meetings.

Adoption of the agenda and schedule of work

9. The CRIC will have before it for consideration and adoption the provisional agenda
contained in document ICCD/CRIC(23)/1. A tentative schedule of work for the session is
contained in the annex to this document and detailed in the sections below.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/1 — Provisional agenda and annotations. Note by the secretariat

L https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents.
2 |CCD/COP(16)/24, paragraph 17.
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Purpose of the session

10.  Following the adoption of the four-year cycle for UNCCD reporting,® the purpose of
the session is to provide Parties with a platform to exchange views and opinions on the
changes and amendments made to the reporting methodologies as well as reporting tools for
the 2026 UNCCD reporting process. It also allows for exchanges on a number of policy
frameworks adopted by the COP,“ priorities for science—policy guidance, and the interim
report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future Strategic Framework (IWG-
FSF).® In addition, CRIC 23 will host a Gender Caucus for the first time following a decision
made by Parties at COP 16 to allow for this event to occur on a yearly basis, using the CRIC
and the COP as platforms to further discussions on gender.

11.  The intersessional session is a non-negotiating session with a final report adopted at
the end of the session that will contain a summary of deliberations made by participants
during its official meetings by agenda item. This summary will later be used to prepare draft
decision text for the next CRIC session (CRIC 24) which will be held in conjunction with the
seventeenth session of the COP (COP 17). It should be noted that summaries on the Gender
Caucus, and the IWG-FSF summaries included in the final report of CRIC 23, will be used
to prepare decision text for the Committee of the Whole established during COP 17, while
the summary relating to the agenda item on science—policy guidance will be channelled
through the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) during COP 17.

12.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to adopt its agenda and schedule of work for the
session.

(b)  Appointment of the Rapporteur of the Committee

13. At the opening of CRIC 23 on 1 December 2025, the Chair of the CRIC will call for
the election of the Rapporteur for CRIC 23 and CRIC 24. The Committee will then address
the agenda items according to the tentative schedule of work as detailed in the annex to this
document.

2. Effective implementation of the Convention at national, subregional
and regional levels

(@) Update on the implementation of the voluntary land degradation neutrality targets
and related implementation efforts

14.  Background: By decision 12/COP.14, paragraph 2, Parties requested the secretariat to
include regular stocktaking of the voluntary target-setting exercise in official documentation
prepared for intersessional sessions of the CRIC.

15.  Aside from an update of and progress made in the Land Degradation Neutrality Target
Setting Programme 2.0 (LDN TSP 2.0), the Bureau of the CRIC also proposed that further
verbal updates on financial flows under this agenda item may be provided by the Global
Mechanism (GM). Discussions on and around LDN TSP 2.0 and the issue of resource
mobilization will be addressed through two interactive panels: (i) ‘Advancing Cost-Effective
and Scalable Approaches for Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Target Setting and
Reporting’; and (ii) ‘Addressing Financing Gaps for Land Degradation and Drought
Resilience’.

16.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to review the report prepared by the GM and engage
in an information exchange on this topic. The conclusions of the two interactive panels will
be reflected in the final report of CRIC 23.

3 See decision 15/COP.13.

4 Policy frameworks adopted by the Conference of the Parties include: land tenure, gender, and sand
and dust storms.

5 For more information see https://www.unccd.int/convention/governance/ad-hoc-intersessional-
groups/iwg-future-strategic-framework.


https://www.unccd.int/convention/governance/ad-hoc-intersessional-groups/iwg-future-strategic-framework
https://www.unccd.int/convention/governance/ad-hoc-intersessional-groups/iwg-future-strategic-framework
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(b)

(©

ICCD/CRIC(23)/5 —Implementation of the voluntary land degradation neutrality targets
and related implementation efforts. Report by the Global Mechanism.

Policy frameworks and thematic topics: sand and dust storms, land tenure

17.  Background: For both thematic topics, namely sand and dust storms and land tenure,
Parties requested the secretariat at COP 16 to present a report on the implementation efforts
relevant to these decisions at future sessions of the CRIC.

18. In accordance with decisions 27/COP.16 and 28/COP.16, document
ICCD/CRIC(23)/3 will provide updated information on implementation efforts undertaken
by the UNCCD secretariat and the GM in collaboration with partners.

19.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to review the report prepared by the secretariat and
engage in an information exchange on this topic. The conclusions will be reflected in the
final report of CRIC 23.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/3 — Updates on policy frameworks. Note by the secretariat

Development and promotion of activities for targeted capacity-building to further the
implementation of the Convention

20.  Background: In accordance with decision 2/COP.16, Parties requested the secretariat,
subject to the availability of financial resources, in collaboration with the GM and other
relevant initiatives, to, inter alia, develop a capacity-building strategy to mainstream
capacity-building across the Convention institutions and any other associated initiatives
while emphasizing innovative approaches to help facilitate access to capacity-building, for
Parties and practitioners.

21.  Inresponse to decision 2/COP.16, the secretariat engaged a consultant to carry out an
evaluative analysis of the current capacity-building landscape under the Convention. This
analysis examined the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats associated with
existing efforts led by the secretariat, the GM and related initiatives. It also drew on previous
COP decisions and relevant documentation to provide an overview of the current state of
capacity-building.

22.  The findings of this analysis serve as a foundation for identifying key elements that
will shape the development of a future, fully fledged capacity-building strategy, drawing
upon the processes and information that will inform the post-2030 strategy of the Convention.
These elements present broad considerations and strategic orientation for how capacity-
building can be more effectively structured, mainstreamed across Convention institutions,
and implemented in practice.

23.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to review the report prepared by the secretariat and
engage in an information exchange on this topic. The conclusions will be reflected in the
final report of CRIC 23.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/6 — Development and promotion of activities for targeted capacity-
building to further the implementation of the Convention. Note by the secretariat

Improving the procedures for communication of information as well as
the quality and formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of
the Parties

24.  Background: In decisions 2/COP.16 and 4/COP.16, Parties requested to further
enhance the reporting process and related reporting tools in line with requests made by Parties.
They also requested the secretariat to continue partnering with relevant institutions on issues
relating to the UNCCD reporting process. Document ICCD/CRIC(23)/2 sets out the
enhancements introduced in the reporting process and the reporting platform, and addresses
the enabling activity funding provided by the Global Environment Facility.


https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric235
https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric233
https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric236
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25.  Following the request made by the Bureau of the CRIC to ensure as many interactive
exchanges as possible during meetings of CRIC 23, it is foreseen to introduce UNCCD
reporting through an interactive dialogue touching on various thematic topics, including, but
not limited to: technical backstopping through regional centres, innovation in monitoring
LDN at high spatial resolution, and improving information on sustainable land management
practice in reporting.

26.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to review the report prepared by the secretariat and
engage in an information exchange on this topic. The conclusions will be reflected in the
final report of CRIC 23.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/2 — Procedures for the communication of information as well as the
quality and formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties. Note by the
secretariat

Interim report of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future
Strategic Framework

27.  Background: By decision 4/COP.16 and 7/COP.16, Parties decided to establish the
IWG-FSF through the Bureau of the COP. The group was established in line with the above-
mentioned decisions in April 2025 and will meet for the first time in September 2025. In line
with the terms of reference adopted by the Bureau of the COP, the group will present an
interim report to the intersessional session with a view to receiving feedback and comments
from Parties. A final IWG-FSF report will be submitted to the seventeenth session of the
COP in 2026.

28.  Document ICCD/CRIC(23)/4 contains a status report on activities undertaken by the
group and preliminary ideas and reflections the group may wish to discuss with Parties
during CRIC 23. The format of this agenda item may involve either an introduction of the
document by the two Co-Chairs followed by feedback from Parties, or the use of an
interactive dialogue to be facilitated by the secretariat.

29.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to review the progress report prepared by the IWG—
FSF and provide feedback to the group for finalization of its submission to Parties at COP
17. Feedback emanating from this discussion will also be recorded in the final report of
CRIC 23.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/4 — Interim report by the Intergovernmental Working Group on the
Future Strategic Framework of the Convention

Consideration of priorities for science—policy guidance

30. Background: By decision 20/COP.16, Parties decided that the Science-Policy
Interface (SPI) would take the scientific lead in the production of Global Land Outlook
(GLO) products and similar high-profile, science-based flagship reports. By the same
decision, Parties requested the secretariat to include in the agenda of each intersessional
meeting of the CRIC an item for the consideration of priorities for science—policy guidance,
with the aim of enabling Parties to provide feedback on the work of the SPI, with particular
attention to contributing to the content of each flagship report.

31. Following decisions 20/COP.16 and 21/COP.16, the Bureau of the CST completed
the staged renewal of the SPI, ensuring regional, gender and disciplinary balance, and taking
career stage into consideration, which filled all remaining gaps in SPI membership. The
Bureau of the CST also updated the work programme of the SPI for the biennium 2025-
2026, including taking the scientific lead in the production of the third edition of the GLO
(GLO 3) flagship report. With the support of the secretariat and additional inputs from the
Bureau of the CST, the SPI completed the scoping of GLO 3 during its first two meetings
with the aim of completing a first-order draft for scientific review by January 2026.


https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric232
https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric234
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32. GLO 3isunder development by the SPI to deliver science-based, actionable guidance
to strengthen the path towards drought resilience while addressing land degradation, as well
as land and water use, management, and governance challenges that threaten food, health,
livelihoods and socio-economic stability. CRIC 23 offers a dynamic opportunity for Parties
to provide feedback on this work by the SPI. To this end, a panel of GLO 3 authors has been
organized to facilitate thematic dialogue between Parties and the SPI regarding the policy
implications of the preliminary scientific insights in the first-order draft of GLO 3. This
dialogue will support efforts by the SPI to ensure the relevance of the report and aid in the
formulation of concise and actionable policy options. The organization of work for this
interactive dialogue is intended to facilitate this science—policy exchange.

33.  Action: The CRIC will be invited to review the report prepared by the secretariat and
engage in an information exchange on this topic. The conclusions will be reflected in the
final report of CRIC 23.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/7 — Consideration of priorities for science—policy guidance. Note by the
Secretariat

6. Special segment: Gender Caucus

34.  Background: By decision 25/COP.16, the Parties requested the secretariat to facilitate
the convening of the Gender Caucus as part of the official programme of work of the COP
and the CRIC on an annual basis, as well as informal sessions, as a vehicle for identifying
bottlenecks in the implementation of the Gender Action Plan and for sharing best practices
in advancing gender equality and women’s and girls’ empowerment, and encouraging the
participation and engagement of women and girls from Indigenous Peoples, local
communities, youth and civil society organizations. This is also in keeping with the ‘road
map to guide and accelerate the implementation of the Gender Action Plan,” approved by
decision 24/COP.15, which includes Gender Caucus sessions at each CRIC and COP, as a
recurring annual item up to 2030.

35. At CRIC 23, the Gender Caucus will hold two sessions, featuring panels of experts
and practitioners, to facilitate an interactive dialogue with Parties and other stakeholders in
attendance. These sessions will focus on (i) ‘Worldviews and leadership of indigenous
women on sustainable land management’ and (ii) ‘Gender dimensions of sand and dust
storms’.

36.  Action: The final report of the intersessional session adopted by Parties at CRIC 23
will include a summary of key elements of the discussions held during the Gender Caucus
which, in the lead up to COP 17, will be integrated into the draft decision on gender for
consideration and possible approval by the COP.

ICCD/CRIC(23)/INF.2 — Information on the Gender Caucus

7. Adoption of the report of the Committee for the Review of the
Implementation of the Convention to the Conference of the Parties

37.  Background: In accordance with decision 13/COP.13, annex, paragraph 4, the CRIC
is to regularly report to the COP on all aspects of its work, in particular through:

(@ A final report on sessions held between ordinary sessions of the COP
containing its recommendations on further steps to be taken to facilitate the effective
implementation of the Convention;

(b)  Draft decisions prepared at sessions held in conjunction with ordinary sessions
of the COP, where necessary, for consideration and adoption by the COP, containing
substantive elements to facilitate the effective implementation of the Convention,
demonstrating targets, assigned responsibilities and the expected financial implications of
their implementation, as necessary.


https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric237
https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric23inf2
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38.  Action: The draft report containing conclusions and recommendations shall be
adopted by the CRIC at its twenty-third session and submitted to the COP for its
consideration at its seventeenth session, together with any decision the COP may wish to take
on the implementation of the Convention.
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Annex

Tentative schedule of work for the twenty-third session of the
Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the

Convention

Monday, 1 December 2025

10a.m.—-1p.m.

3p.m.—6p.m.

Organizational matters

- Adoption of the agenda and organization of
work

- Appointment of the rapporteur of the Committee
(ICCDI/CRIC(23)/1)

Consideration of priorities for science—policy
guidance

(ICCD/CRIC(23)/7)

Effective implementation of the Convention at
national, subregional and regional levels

- Development and promotion of activities for
targeted capacity-building to further the
implementation of the Convention
(ICCD/CRIC(23)/6)

Tuesday, 2 December 2025

10am.—-1p.m.

3p.m.—6p.m.

Improving the procedures for communication of
information as well as the quality and formats of
reports to be submitted to the Conference of the

Parties

(ICCD/CRIC(23)/2)

Improving the procedures for communication of
information as well as the quality and formats of
reports to be submitted to the Conference of the

Parties (continued)

(ICCD/CRIC(23)/2)

Policy frameworks and thematic topics; sand and
dust storms
(ICCD/CRIC(23)/3)



https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric237
https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric236
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Wednesday, 3 December 2025

10a.m.—-1p.m.

3p.m.—6p.m.

Special segment:

Gender Caucus
(ICCDI/CRIC(23)/INF.2)

Interim report of the Intergovernmental Working
Group on the Future Strategic Framework

(ICCDICRIC(23)/4)

Thursday, 4 December 2025

10am.-1p.m.

3p.m.—6p.m.

Effective implementation of the Convention at
national, subregional and regional levels
(continued)

- Update on the implementation of the voluntary
land degradation neutrality targets and related
implementation efforts
(ICCD/CRIC(23)/5)

Policy frameworks and thematic topics; land tenure
(ICCDI/CRIC(23)/3)



https://www.unccd.int/convention/official-documents/cric-23-panama-city-panama-2025/documents/iccdcric23inf2
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Friday, 5 December 2025

10a.m.—-1p.m. 3p.m.—6p.m.

e  Preparation of the report of the Committee for the e Adoption of the report of the Committee for the
Review of the Implementation of the Convention Review of the Implementation of the Convention
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