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Summary 

  In response to decisions 27/COP.16 and 28/COP.16 which requested the secretariat 

to present a report on the implementation efforts relevant to these decisions at future sessions 

of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention, this note 

highlights the activities undertaken by the secretariat and the Global Mechanism since the 

sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties regarding policy advocacy frameworks on 

sand and dust storms and land tenure. 
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 I. Introduction 

1. In response to decisions 27/COP.16 and 28/COP.16, which requested the secretariat 

to present a report on the implementation efforts relevant to these decisions at future sessions 

of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC), this note 

highlights the activities undertaken by the secretariat and the Global Mechanism since the 

sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 16) regarding policy advocacy 

frameworks on sand and dust storms and land tenure. 

 II. Sand and dust storms 

2. In response to decision 27/COP.16, the secretariat continues to be an active member 

of the United Nations Coalition on Combating Sand and Dust Storms (SDS), participating in 

the tenth meeting of the Coalition held in Geneva, Switzerland, in March 2025. Since the 

meeting, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and other 

members of the Coalition have drafted an action plan for the United Nations Decade on 

Combating SDS (2025–2034), contributed to the concept note for the President of the General 

Assembly (PGA) high-level event on SDS held in New York, United States of America, on 

10 July 20251 in observance of International Day of Combating SDS on 12 July 2025, and 

launched the Coalition’s new logo and website.2 The UNCCD has also provided inputs to the 

“Combating sand and dust storms : report of the Secretary-General” for 2025. The 11th 

meeting of the Coalition is expected to take place in Beirut, Lebanon, in October 2025 on the 

margins of an SDS forum organized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for West Asia. 

3. As part of the new memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the UNCCD and 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and corresponding work 

plan, one task identified is to update the SDS Toolbox, including creating an inventory of 

tools and technologies, and exploring options for refining the methodology and datasets for 

the SDS Source Base Map. Another task identified in the work plan is to consider the ways 

and means of developing a capacity development programme to support the implementation 

of future decisions taken by the COP on SDS. 

4. In July 2025, the UNCCD Global Communities of Learning and Practice (UNCCD–

CLP) organized a virtual expert meeting aimed at deepening understanding and catalysing 

action on SDS-related issues. This meeting provided a platform for international technical 

specialists to share insights, exchange experiences, and explore recent advancements in SDS 

source mapping, impact assessment, and mitigation measures. It featured presentations by 

distinguished international experts and was followed by an interactive question and answer 

session. 

 A. Gender dimensions of sand and dust storms 

5. Given the lack of information available on the gender dimensions of SDS in terms of 

their causation, differentiated impacts on men and women, and adaptation practices, the 

UNCCD commissioned a scoping study to be undertaken by a team of United Nations 

University (UNU) students. This responds to the "Roadmap to accelerate the implementation 

of the UNCCD Gender Action Plan (GAP)" approved at COP 15, which calls on the 

secretariat to “develop evidence and policy-relevant research to collect data and information 

with a view to establishing a baseline on key gender metrics and to inform policy and 

decision-making processes”. The UNU team will assess the extent of the data currently 

available and develop three case studies at the national level in Australia, Egypt and Mali. 

Initial findings will be presented during a Gender Caucus session at the twenty-third session 

of the CRIC (CRIC 23), including the identification of data gaps and further research 

  

 1  See https://www.un.org/pga/79/high-level-meeting-on-sand-and-dust-storms/.  

 2  See https://unsdscoalition.org/index.html. 

https://www.un.org/pga/79/high-level-meeting-on-sand-and-dust-storms/
https://unsdscoalition.org/index.html
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questions, to lay the groundwork for a more comprehensive analysis of the gender dimensions 

of SDS in relation to policy recommendations. 

 B. Global Initiative for Sand and Dust Storms 

6. Guided by decision 27/COP.16, the Global Mechanism (GM), in collaboration with 

the secretariat and partners, has been framing and developing a Global Initiative for Sand and 

Dust Storms (GISDS) to help fulfil the ambition of the Parties to address and better manage 

SDS and contribute to the implementation of the action plan for the United Nations Decade 

on Combating Sand and Dust Storms (2025–2034).  

7. The GISDS aims to build resilience in affected regions by bringing together 

governments, civil society, the private sector, and scientific communities as part of a 

coordinated global response. The GISDS will serve as a catalyst for on-the-ground 

interventions, resource mobilization, and large-scale transformation to manage SDS sources 

and impacts and thereby protect people and ecosystems at all levels. The proposed objectives 

of the GISDS include: 

(a) Strengthening community resilience through targeted interventions addressing 

SDS impacts on health, agriculture, water security, infrastructure and livelihoods;  

(b) Closing critical data gaps by enhancing monitoring systems and early warning 

capabilities, ensuring affected populations receive timely and actionable information;  

(c) Creating an enabling policy environment to integrate SDS management into 

national and regional climate, development and disaster risk reduction strategies;  

(d) Mobilizing resources and innovative financing by leveraging partnerships with 

the private sector, development banks and international funds; and 

(e) Raising global awareness and advocating for stronger commitments and action 

at all levels.  

8. It is expected that the GISDS will structure its activities around four operational pillars: 

(a) Data and Information Strengthening 

(i) Develop SDS hotspot mapping and real-time monitoring tools 

(ii) Strengthen early warning systems and public access to risk data 

(iii) Enhance impact assessments on health and economic stability 

(iv) Engage citizen scientists in data collection efforts 

(b) Policy and Governance 

(i) Support countries in developing SDS management plans 

(ii) Align SDS policies across sectors (health, agriculture, urban planning) 

(iii) Facilitate regional cooperation for coordinated responses 

(c) Financing and Implementation 

(i) Develop innovative financing mechanisms for SDS mitigation projects 

(ii) Create public-private partnerships for land restoration and dust control 

(iii) Support affected regions in securing climate and development funding 

(d) Advocacy and Knowledge Sharing 

(i) Host international and regional SDS summits and workshops 

(ii) Develop educational campaigns to increase public and stakeholder awareness 

(iii) Disseminate best practices and technological innovations 
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 III. Land tenure 

9. In response to decision 28/COP.16, the secretariat has begun to develop a Land Tenure 

Toolbox which aims to provide stakeholders with easy access to all official documents, 

practical tools, technical guides, policy guidelines and financing strategies to assist country 

Parties in their efforts to recognize, document and enforce legitimate land rights while 

implementing sustainable land management and restoration activities.  

10. As a part of the Land Tenure Toolbox and within the framework of their Joint 

Initiative on Land Tenure, the UNCCD and FAO are developing a Compendium of 

Accountability and Grievance Mechanisms related to Land Tenure in response to the same 

decision. This collaborative effort will aim to conduct awareness-raising actions with the 

widest reach among all stakeholders and which encourage Parties to consider establishing 

and/or strengthening their respective mechanisms, within national and subnational 

jurisdictions, as part of their efforts to combat desertification, land degradation and drought 

(DLDD), as appropriate. 

11. The target audience of the Compendium includes decision-makers, land governance 

institutions, civil society and non-governmental organizations, Indigenous Peoples, local 

communities, donors, implementing agencies and development partners involved in 

designing and implementing land degradation neutrality (LDN) and other land restoration 

initiatives. The Compendium will focus on the Implementing Agencies of the Global 

Environment Facility as well as other national and subnational accountability and grievance 

mechanisms to showcase case studies, good practices and lessons learned in the context of 

combatting DLDD and achieving LDN.  

12. A call for the submission of case studies highlighting stakeholder experiences with 

these accountability and grievance mechanisms was launched in July 2025, with an initial 

deadline of 30 September 2025. A side event is envisioned for CRIC 23, organized by the 

FAO in collaboration with partners, along with Parties and accredited organizations, to 

exchange knowledge and experiences on these mechanisms and to inform the future 

development of the Compendium and related awareness-raising actions.  

13. The global observance of Desertification and Drought Day 20253 was hosted by 

Colombia in Bogota on 17 June 2025 under the theme, "Restore the land. Unlock the 

opportunities”. The event took place in conjunction with the Global Land Forum 2025, the 

largest independent gathering of land rights advocates and experts, organized by the 

International Land Coalition and the Government of Colombia. Ministers of agriculture and 

environment from several countries, representatives of civil society organizations, 

Indigenous Peoples and experts discussed the need to tackle the challenges related to access 

to land and its sustainable management. The UNCCD secretariat supported the Government 

of Colombia in the organization of the global observance event, bringing global attention to 

the Convention, with 70 events held around the world to mark the day and a two-thirds 

increase in media coverage. 

  UNCCD–FAO Initiative on Land Tenure 

14. Over 30 countries have indicated that improving tenure security should be an 

actionable priority, and formally requested support to conduct national consultations on 

integrating land tenure into LDN and other land restoration activities to strengthen land 

governance and tenure rights across all sectors and domains. With the funding available, five 

national consultations were conducted between 2023 and 2024. As part of the new UNCCD–

FAO MOU and joint work plan, both organizations will continue to explore opportunities to 

finance and deliver the remaining national consultations requested by Parties. Also subject 

to availability of funding, guidance will be developed to better assess and develop capacity 

around the LDN–tenure–gender nexus, as well as to raise awareness and increase the use of 

  

 3 See https://www.unccd.int/events/desertification-drought-day/2025.   

https://www.unccd.int/events/desertification-drought-day/2025
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Sustainable Development Goals Indicator 5.a.2 and other relevant datasets, including for 

UNCCD national reporting and improved alignment with other monitoring processes.  

 IV.  Conclusions and recommendations 

15. Since CRIC 23 is an intersessional session and therefore not producing draft 

decision text, following the adoption of the final report of CRIC 23, draft decision text 

on this agenda item will be prepared in time for CRIC 24 and CST 17. 

 

    


