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  Improving the procedures for communication of information 
as well as the quality and formats of reports to be submitted 
to the Conference of the Parties 

1. Some Parties welcomed the evolution of the performance review and assessment of 

implementation system (PRAIS) platform and reporting tools as important steps toward 

enhancing data-driven, transparent and accessible reporting, supporting evidence-based 

decision-making, and enabling subnational and policy-relevant analysis. 

2. Some Parties appreciated the support of data and technical partners and called for 

continued flexibility and adaptability in methodologies to reflect diverse ecological contexts 

and national realities. 

3. Some Parties emphasized persistent gaps in default datasets – especially for least 

developed countries (LDCs), small island developing States (SIDS), hyperarid zones, 

countries with mountainous terrain and communities with limited in-country expertise  – and 

called for high-resolution, continuous and regularly updated data and improved coverage. 

4. Some Parties stressed the need for structured, inclusive and context-specific capacity-

building, including hands-on regional training, technical backstopping, and the establishment 

of regional support centres. They highlighted the need for training and support activities to 

be synchronized and aligned with the reporting process and the introduction of new tools or 

methodologies. While the hybrid model of e-learning, in-person workshops, and on-demand 

technical backstopping was welcomed, some Parties emphasized that e-learning alone is 

insufficient and underscored the need for in-person workshops. 

5. Some Parties called for enhanced regional and international cooperation, including 

South–South cooperation, and strengthened knowledge exchange. The Partnership Initiative 

for Sustainable Land Management was recognized as a pilot regional centre for reporting, 

and additional, regionally tailored assistance for SIDS was requested, coordinated by the 

secretariat and advisors like the Apacheta Foundation. 

6. Some Parties expressed appreciation for the technical support provided by the World 

Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies (WOCAT) in documenting, 

validating and promoting sustainable land management (SLM) good practices, and 

highlighted the value of integrating WOCAT’s tools with PRAIS. Some Parties called for 

continued and expanded assistance from WOCAT, including dedicated training, localized 

guidance and technical support to enhance the quality and policy relevance of SLM reporting 

through PRAIS. 
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7. One Party envisioned the evolution of the PRAIS reporting platform into a governance 

platform that enables greater integration across sectors and links land degradation with water 

security, drought management, and biodiversity. 

8. Some Parties highlighted the importance of open data standards, interoperability and 

the integration of open-source tools and requested the creation of a single user-friendly portal 

for all United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) reporting resources 

additional national indicators and tools. Some Parties also emphasized Creative Commons 

licensing to facilitate cross-convention reporting and maximize the effectiveness and 

efficiency of national reporting efforts.  

9. Some Parties urged that reporting frameworks be simpler and more narrative-driven 

and allow for self-defined indicators and community-generated data, including on the 

storytelling and traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities with 

free, prior and informed consent. 

10. Some Parties highlighted the need that monitoring and reporting systems must remain 

compatible with the operational and institutional realities and capacities of developing 

countries. 

11. Some Parties emphasized the need to include civil society, women, youth and 

Indigenous Peoples in national reporting processes and called for simplified formats and 

practical capacity-building for local actors. 

12. Some Parties stressed the need for sustainable, adequate and predictable financial 

support, especially for LDCs and SIDS, narrowing the digital divide, and ensuring that 

improvements to PRAIS do not create additional burdens for developing countries with 

limited technical capacity. 

13. Some Parties welcomed further integration with the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) and encouraged collaboration with the Group on Earth Observations Land 

Degradation Neutrality Flagship  initiative. They highlighted the potential for harmonized 

methodologies, strengthened cooperation through a decentralized capacity-building model, 

and the development of joint regional centres with the CBD. 

14. Some Parties specifically encouraged the secretariat to consider expanding the scope 

of the regional centres pilot approach to include broader UNCCD capacity building efforts. 

15. Some Parties called for adaptive improvements to the strategic objective 5 (SO 5) 

reporting template, coordination with regional organizations and financial institutions, and 

enhanced tracking of public and private financing. Some Parties requested more credible, 

comparable and transparent financial data to better support SO 5 reporting.  

16. One Party requested that the secretariat incorporate previously unrecorded financial 

contributions into the data dashboard and send reminders one week before reporting 

deadlines to ensure holistic data collection. 

17. One Party requested the secretariat, the Global Mechanism and other actors to 

consider linguistic diversity and provide assistance in the official languages of the United 

Nations to support effective participation in capacity-building. 

18. Some Parties highlighted the positive impact of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

Enabling Activity umbrella projects and the involvement of implementing agencies such as 

the United Nations Environment Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations. They also appreciated the United Nations Development Programme, 

WOCAT and Conservation International for developing, through GEF support, data and 

capacity for national-level monitoring, reporting, planning and implementation of LDN 

interventions. One Party called for the expansion of GEF support and the strengthening of 

similar cooperation. 

19. Civil society organizations expressed the wish for their formal integration and 

invitation to participate in national LDN reporting structures as well as the participation of 

Indigenous Peoples and local communities, women and youth and the reflection of their 

inputs in official national submissions; practical capacity-building for local actors; the co-
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development of simplified reporting formats tailored to local realities, while aligned with 

national requirements; the integration of community-based data; and mandatory reporting of 

SLM best practices. 

    


