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 I. Opening of the session 

  A. Opening statements 

1. On 1 December 2025, the Chair of the Committee for the Review of the 

Implementation of the Convention (CRIC), Ms. Philippine Dutailly (France), opened the 

twenty-third session of the Committee and made a statement. 

2.  The Deputy Minister of Environment, Water and Agriculture of Saudi Arabia, H.E. 

Dr. Osama Ibrahim Faqeeha, delivered a statement on behalf of the Presidency of the 

sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 16) to the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 

3. The Chairman of the Office and the Executive Secretary of the COP 17 National 

Committee of Mongolia, H.E. Mr. Batmunkh Dondovdorj, delivered a statement on behalf 

of the Host Country of COP 17. 

4. The Executive Secretary of the UNCCD, Ms. Yasmine Fouad, delivered a statement. 

5. The Minister of Environment of Panama, H.E. Mr. Juan Carlos Navarro, delivered a 

statement on behalf of the host country of the twenty-third session of the Committee for the 

Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 23). 

 B. General statements 

6. Statements were also made by the representatives of Burkina Faso (on behalf of the 

African Group), Bhutan (on behalf of the Asia-Pacific Group), Paraguay (on behalf of the 

Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries), Spain (on behalf of the Regional 

Implementation Annex for the Northern Mediterranean (Annex IV)) and Azerbaijan (on 

behalf of the Regional Implementation Annex for Central and Eastern Europe (Annex V)). 

7. A statement was made by a representative of the European Union and its Member 

States. 

8. A further statement was made by a representative of Turkmenistan (on behalf of the 

UNCCD Central Asia–Russia interregional group). 

9. Further statements were made by the representatives of Armenia, Brazil, Azerbaijan, 

Peru, the Syrian Arab Republic, Guyana, Egypt, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 

the Dominican Republic, the Cook Islands and Iraq. 

10. A statement was made by a representative of the United Nations Environment 

Programme. 

11. A further statement was made by Ms. Maria Esther De León Camacho from the Forest 

Stewardship Council Indigenous Peoples Foundation, on behalf of civil society organizations 

(CSOs). 

 C. Meetings of the Regional Implementation Annexes 

12. Meetings of the Regional Implementation Annexes in preparation for CRIC 23 were 

held on 30 November 2025. 

 II. Procedural matters 

  A. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

13. An intervention was made by the representative of the Russian Federation. 
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14. At its first meeting, on 1 December 2025, the Committee adopted its provisional 

agenda and tentative schedule of work as contained in document ICCD/CRIC(23)/1, except 

for agenda items 4 and 5.   

The agenda reads as follows: 

1. Organizational matters: 

(a) Adoption of the agenda and schedule of work; 

(b) Appointment of the Rapporteur of the Committee. 

2. Effective implementation of the Convention at national, subregional and 

regional levels:  

(a) Update on the implementation of the voluntary land degradation 

neutrality targets and related implementation efforts;  

(b) Policy frameworks and thematic topics: sand and dust storms, land 

tenure;  

(c) Development and promotion of activities for targeted capacity-building 

to further the implementation of the Convention. 

3. Improving the procedures for communication of information as well as the 

quality and formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties. 

4. Special segment: Gender Caucus. 

5. Adoption of the report of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation 

of the Convention to the Conference of the Parties. 

 B.  Appointment of a Rapporteur of the Committee for the Review of the 

Implementation of the Convention 

15. At the first meeting, on 1 December 2025, the Committee appointed Mr. Charles 

Lange (Kenya) as Rapporteur of its twenty-third and twenty-fourth sessions. 

 C. Informal consultations 

16. Informal consultations took place regularly during the session under the guidance of 

the two appointed Co-Facilitators of the CRIC contact group on matters relating to the 

Committee: Mr. Khalid Cherki (Morocco) and Ms. Anastasiia Gotgelf (Germany). 

  D. Attendance 

17. The representatives of the following ___ Parties to the UNCCD attended the twenty-

third session of the Committee:  

  [to be completed] 

18. The following United Nations organizations, offices and specialized agencies were 

also represented:  

  [to be completed] 

19. The session was also attended by _____intergovernmental organizations and ___ 

CSOs, including non-governmental organizations. 

  [to be completed] 
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  E. Documentation 

20. The documentation submitted for the consideration of the Committee is listed in the 

annex to this report. 

 III. Conclusions and recommendations 

  [to be completed] 

 IV.  Conclusion of the session 

 A. Adoption of the report of the Committee for the Review of the 

Implementation of the Convention to the Conference of the Parties  

  [to be completed] 

 B.  Closure of the session 

  [to be completed] 

 

  

  



ICCD/CRIC(23)/L.3 

 5 

Annex 

  Documents before the Committee for the Review of the 
Implementation of the Convention at its twenty-third session  

Document symbol Title 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/1 Provisional agenda and annotations. Note by the secretariat 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/2 Procedures for the communication of information as well as the quality 
and formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties. 
Note by the secretariat 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/3 Policy frameworks and thematic topics: sand and dust storms, land 
tenure. Note by the secretariat 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/4 Interim report by the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future 
Strategic Framework of the Convention 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/4/Add.1 Interim report by the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future 
Strategic Framework of the Convention. Addendum 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/5 Implementation of the voluntary land degradation neutrality targets and 
related implementation efforts. Report by the Global Mechanism. 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/6 Development and promotion of activities for targeted capacity-building 
to further the implementation of the Convention. Note by the 
secretariat 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/7 Consideration of priorities for science–policy guidance. Note by the 
secretariat 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/INF.1 Information for participants. Note by the secretariat 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/INF.2 Information on the Gender Caucus 

ICCD/CRIC(23)/INF.3 Assessment of the indicators for national reporting on the strategic 
objectives of the 2018–2030 Strategic Framework of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. Note by the secretariat 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 


