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  Policy frameworks and thematic topics: sand and dust storms 

1. Some Parties commended the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD) secretariat and the Global Mechanism for their work on sand and dust storms 

(SDS), in particular the secretariat’s active engagement in the United Nations Coalition on 

Combating Sand and Dust Storms and its contribution to the draft action plan for the United 

Nations Decade on Combating Sand and Dust Storms. They also welcomed continued 

cooperation on the Sand and Dust Storms Toolbox (SDS Toolbox), including the new 

memorandum of understanding with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), and encouraged the wide dissemination of the SDS Toolbox.  

2. Some Parties stressed the severe impacts of SDS on food security, human and public 

health, ecosystems, animals, economies and essential services such as infrastructure, noting 

that cities – particularly in fragile and conflict-affected states – are hit the hardest. They 

underscored that SDS threaten the well-being and livelihoods of millions of people and 

ecosystems worldwide. 

3. Some Parties welcomed strengthened action to combat SDS, while underscoring the 

need to maintain the UNCCD’s core priorities of desertification/land degradation and drought 

(DLDD). 

4. Some Parties emphasized that SDS is a dynamic, cross-sectoral and transboundary 

challenge and stressed the importance of enhancing cooperation from global to local level 

and exchanging expertise and technologies, bringing together innovative approaches and 

Indigenous knowledge to address the transboundary impacts of SDS. 

5. Some Parties noted that the capacity development programme under the UNCCD–

FAO workplan should be fully funded and tailored to: (1) strengthen national modelling and 

forecasting capacities; (2) build community preparedness and health-sector response; and (3) 

support source-area management. 

6. Some Parties emphasized the importance of improving their understanding and 

management of SDS through robust ground-based observations, harmonized analytics and 

hotspot maps, and accessible real-time monitoring and early-warning systems that are 

adapted to national, subnational and local contexts. 

7. To better address local-scale sand and dust hazards, some Parties suggested expanding 

the SDS Toolbox and related guidance to include: (a) localized exposure and health-risk 

modules; (b) community-level preparedness and adaptation options; (c) integration of urban, 

peri-urban and agricultural vulnerability assessments; and (d) data products tailored to the 

needs of local operational agencies.  
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8. Some Parties noted that the development of the Global Initiative for Sand and Dust 

Storms (GISDS) represents a promising contribution to the United Nations Decade on 

Combating Sand and Dust Storms draft action plan and suggested that the Global Mechanism 

align the work of the GISDS with its core mandate under decision 27/COP.16. 

9. Some Parties further noted that the GISDS should be designed and implemented in 

close consultation with affected countries and relevant subregional organizations, delivering 

practical outputs such as: (1) regional SDS summits; (2) interoperable early warning and 

good-practice networks; and (3) clear linkages to drought and disaster risk reduction planning 

and management. 

10. Some Parties stressed that the GISDS should be further targeted to all geographies to 

ensure data and monitoring is complete and applicable for all Parties. 

11. Some Parties stressed that the GISDS should include mechanisms to mobilize finance 

and catalyse public–private investment in source control and land restoration. 

12. Some Parties highlighted the importance of integrated proactive, locally led and 

nature-based source mitigation and resilience approaches, including addressing DLDD and 

improving anticipatory action as well as ensuring the involvement of all relevant stakeholders 

at all levels in preparation and implementation processes.  

13. Some Parties underscored the importance of gender-responsive and gender-

transformative policies and actions to address SDS and suggested building on the 

recommendations from the Gender Caucus session on SDS. 

14. Some Parties expressed the need to intensify ambition in terms of financial and 

technical support – coordinated among Parties, partner organizations and donors – for 

initiatives that strengthen monitoring systems, improve data provision, build national 

capacities and establish innovative financing mechanisms to enable effective field 

interventions in affected countries, including at regional and interregional levels. 

15. Some Parties underlined the need to strengthen synergies between efforts to combat 

SDS and national action plans under the Sustainable Development Goals, land degradation 

neutrality, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Paris 

Agreement, the Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030, among other relevant agreements. Some 

Parties also encouraged closer collaboration between and among agencies through 

multisectoral dialogues. 

16. Civil society organizations, and some Parties, reaffirmed the need for inclusive 

approaches that meaningfully involve Indigenous Peoples, local communities, women, youth, 

and other vulnerable groups, especially in data collection. 

 

    


