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  Special segment: Gender Caucus 

1. Some Parties commended the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD) secretariat for its efforts to advance gender equality in the implementation of the 

Convention and welcomed the convening of the Gender Caucus at the twenty-third session 

of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC 23). They 

highlighted the Gender Caucus as an important multi-stakeholder platform for promoting 

gender-responsive action, which, together with the UNCCD Gender Action Plan and its 

Roadmap, provides a coherent framework for strengthening women’s empowerment and 

ensuring the effective integration of gender considerations across all UNCCD activities. 

2. Some Parties noted the need to reinforce institutional gender expertise and welcomed 

the expansion of capacity-building programmes, including the newly established Women 

Delegates Fund, which supports women’s effective participation in Convention processes. 

3. Some Parties reiterated that women, particularly those from Indigenous Peoples and 

local communities, play a central role in sustainable land management, food security, the 

stewardship of natural resources, and combating sand and dust storms (SDS), drawing on 

both traditional ecological knowledge and modern practices. Despite these essential 

contributions, women remain among the most affected by desertification/land degradation 

and drought (DLDD), facing limited access to quality land, persistent tenure insecurity, 

heightened vulnerability to DLDD, and a disproportionate burden in restoring degraded 

ecosystems. 

4. Some Parties reaffirmed that gender equality, along with secure land tenure, land 

rights, and resource access rights, including for women of Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities, is essential for effectively combating DLDD and SDS and achieving land 

degradation neutrality. 

5. Some Parties emphasized the need to ensure equal representation of women of 

Indigenous Peoples and local communities at all levels of decision-making – local, national, 

regional and global – as well as in natural resource governance, including management 

committees, restoration planning, and monitoring and evaluation processes. 

6. Some Parties emphasized the importance of integrating traditional knowledge systems 

with scientific research and of fostering collaboration between Indigenous knowledge 

holders with free, prior and informed consent and scientific institutions to develop resilient, 

locally appropriate solutions, particularly for drought early-warning systems and resilience 

planning. 

7. Some Parties highlighted the need to make financing more accessible for gender-

responsive programmes and projects at all levels, particularly by ensuring direct support to 
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grassroots and Indigenous women’s organizations for community-led protection and 

restoration initiatives. 

8. Some Parties stressed that achieving gender-equal results and the empowerment of 

women and Indigenous Peoples requires strengthened capacities at all levels and expanded 

access to productive resources, land, credit, training and technology. They called on technical 

partners to enhance regional cooperation to facilitate the exchange of solutions and help close 

persistent gaps in access to resources and opportunities. 

9. Some Parties underlined the need for strengthened awareness-raising campaigns 

targeting women, Indigenous Peoples and other vulnerable groups, in line with Article 19 of 

the Convention on capacity-building, education and public awareness. 

10. Some Parties underscored the need for more comprehensive monitoring frameworks 

to tackle the gender data gap, including gender statistics and sex-disaggregated data and 

indicators on non-economic loss and damage, as well as stronger capacities to integrate 

gender considerations into spatial planning, early-warning systems, and drought risk 

assessments. They emphasized that such frameworks should meaningfully reflect the 

differentiated vulnerabilities of women and men to DLDD, including SDS, paying special 

attention to intersectionality. 

11. Some Parties requested that the secretariat and the Global Mechanism identify the 

bottlenecks and challenges Parties face in collecting gender-disaggregated data and support 

them in determining appropriate tools, capacity-building measures, and technology transfer 

options to strengthen national reporting and implementation. 

12. Some Parties stressed the need to strengthen gender analysis in the 2026 UNCCD 

national reports. In this context, it was noted that the fourth version of the performance review 

and assessment of implementation system (PRAIS 4) should be regarded as a governance 

infrastructure that can help enhance the capacities of Indigenous and rural women and 

support more inclusive reporting processes. 

13. Some Parties requested that the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future 

Strategic Framework of the Convention take into account the gender-related suggestions 

made at CRIC 23 when developing the future strategic framework and its indicators. They 

recalled item 4.1 of the Gender Action Plan Roadmap, which calls for evidence-based, 

policy-relevant research to establish baseline data on key gender metrics and inform decision-

making. 

14.  One Party emphasized that the implementation of the provisions of the Gender Action 

Plan should be undertaken in accordance with national laws and priorities and with full 

respect for religious and ethical values and the cultural traditions of peoples, including 

Indigenous Peoples. It was underscored that, in this context, the term ‘gender’ is to be 

understood as referring to men and women having equal rights, freedom and opportunities.  

15. Some Parties highlighted the benefits of strengthening collaboration and coordination 

with the other Rio conventions and relevant organizations, particularly the United Nations 

Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the Women and Girl 

Education Fund of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to 

advance gender-responsive synergies and support the development of effective and 

meaningful gender-specific indicators, working with World Overview of Conservation 

Approaches and Technologies as the reference database of the UNCCD. 

16.  Some Parties reiterated their commitment to gender-responsive and transformative 

approaches for the implementation of the Convention, paying special attention to 

intersectionality. 

17. One Party emphasized the need to ensure the protection of women as environmental 

and land defenders. 

18. Civil society organizations highlighted the persistent gap between gender 

commitments and their implementation. They noted the importance of upholding the Sacred 

Lands Indigenous Peoples Declaration and of ensuring the full and effective participation of 

Indigenous Peoples across UNCCD processes. 


