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  Policy frameworks and thematic topics: land tenure 

1. Some Parties welcomed the progress made by the secretariat and the Global 

Mechanism (GM) since the sixteenth session of the Conference of the Parties in advancing 

responsible and inclusive land governance and strengthening land tenure security, including 

through the development of the Land Tenure Toolbox, the continuation of the joint initiative 

of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on integrating tenure security into 

land restoration initiatives, and the preparation of the Compendium of Accountability and 

Grievance Mechanisms. 

2. Some Parties also welcomed the establishment of the Indigenous Peoples Caucus and 

the Local Communities Caucus and underscored the legitimate land tenure rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. 

3. Some Parties reaffirmed that responsible and inclusive land governance and 

strengthened land tenure security for local communities, Indigenous Peoples, people of 

African descent, women, youth, and other vulnerable groups, including ensuring their access 

to and use of land and natural resources, are key enabling factors for the implementation of 

the UNCCD, including the achievement of voluntary land degradation neutrality (LDN) 

targets. They further noted that such measures contribute to the objectives of the other Rio 

conventions and accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. 

4. Some Parties noted that effective land and land-resource tenure systems are often 

complex and stressed the importance of ensuring that such complexity is fully reflected in 

responsible and inclusive land governance regimes.  

5. Some Parties expressed the need for stronger support from the Secretariat, the GM 

and other relevant organizations, specifically in: (1) strengthening land governance systems 

at national and local levels; (2) improving women’s and youths’ access to land and property 

ownership; and (3) enhancing technical capacities to effectively implement land policies. 

They also emphasized the importance of (4) facilitating national consultations on land tenure 

through technical and financial assistance; (5) strengthening the capacities of land institutions 

to collect, analyse and use data; and (6) finalizing and disseminating the Compendium of 

Accountability and Grievance Mechanisms.  

6. Some Parties drew attention to the need to increase financial resources dedicated to 

land governance within broader efforts to combat desertification, and to facilitate access to 

climate and development financing that explicitly integrates land tenure security, including 

improved access to finance for women.  
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7. Some Parties stressed the importance of the secretariat and the GM continuing their 

work to explore global indicators and datasets relevant to land governance, with a view to 

their potential inclusion in future UNCCD reporting processes.  

8. Some Parties welcomed the secretariat’s efforts to explore financial opportunities to 

support additional national consultations on responsible and inclusive land governance and 

strengthened land tenure security. They requested the secretariat to prepare a document 

summarizing the lessons learned from the first phase of the national consultations and make 

it available to all interested stakeholders. 

9. Some Parties emphasized the need to align tenure policies with LDN targets, climate 

adaptation plans and biodiversity conservation frameworks in order to enhance effectiveness 

through more synergistic planning and implementation across the Rio conventions.   

10. Some Parties stressed the importance of strengthening regional cooperation to 

facilitate the exchange of knowledge and technologies, reduce the transboundary impacts of 

sand and dust storms and ensure the engagement of civil society organizations (CSOs) and 

the private sector in both the Global Initiative for Sand and Dust Storms and the UNCCD–

FAO land tenure initiative  , with a view to enhancing their implementation. They also 

underscored the value of supporting regional platforms for knowledge exchange, including 

initiatives such as the Global Land Forum.  

11. Some Parties emphasized the importance of full, inclusive and effective participation 

of Indigenous Peoples , local communities, ,   people of African descent, women, and other 

vulnerable groups in the implementation of the Convention and in all phases of LDN 

processes and other restoration initiatives.  

12. One Party underscored the need to ensure the safety of environmental defenders. 

13. CSOs re-echoed several messages expressed by Parties and highlighted the 

importance of benefit-sharing rights, as well as the need to ensure that the Land Tenure 

Toolbox is effectively used to strengthen national land governance systems. They also 

underscored the importance of strengthening monitoring, accountability, and redress 

mechanisms, ensuring that these are culturally appropriate, accessible, and aligned with 

international standards, including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples, in particular Article 26, and further conveyed their wish that the secretariat and 

Parties involve CSOs in the development, piloting and dissemination of land tenure tools and 

maintain continuous collaboration with civil society to advance equitable, inclusive and 

sustainable tenure systems. 

 

    


