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Effective implementation of the Convention at national, subregional and regional levels

Update on the implementation of the voluntary land degradation neutrality targets and related implementation
efforts

Update on the implementation of the voluntary land
degradation neutrality targets and related implementation
efforts

1. Some Parties acknowledged with appreciation the support provided by the secretariat,
the Global Mechanism (GM) and their partners in Parties’ voluntary land degradation
neutrality (LDN) target-setting efforts, and reaffirmed their strong commitment to achieving
LDN targets. They emphasized that voluntary LDN target-setting has become a critical
national tool for guiding land restoration, improving resilience and integrating land
management into broader sustainable development and climate priorities. They also
highlighted that revised LDN targets now inform national planning frameworks, agricultural
policies, biodiversity, climate, and water and wetlands strategies, and long-term sustainable
development visions.

2. Some Parties reported substantial progress in revising, updating and implementing
LDN targets, noting that improved national coordination and technical support from partners
has enabled more accurate baseline assessments, monitoring and reporting. Other Parties
acknowledged delays due to institutional fragmentation, limited interministerial cooperation
and insufficient technical capacity, unpredictable financing, and political instability, stressing
the need for enhanced national technical capacities, coordination mechanisms, and
predictable financing.

3. Some Parties stressed that limited national capacities continue to hinder LDN
implementation, citing shortages of trained technical staff, challenges in geospatial analysis,
and difficulties in applying global methodologies to national contexts. They encouraged the
secretariat, the GM and their partners to expand capacity-building, including targeted hands-
on training, regional workshops, and sustained technical backstopping throughout reporting
and implementation cycles.

4, Some Parties emphasized persistent challenges related to national data gaps,
particularly in land productivity, soil organic carbon, drought vulnerability and high-
resolution data, particularly for least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing
States (SIDS) and hyperarid areas. Parties also underscored the need for improved and
adequate national data, updated methodologies, and technical support from the secretariat,
the GM and the scientific partners to ensure consistent and credible monitoring across LDN
indicators.

5. Some Parties highlighted that drought is increasingly hindering progress toward
achieving LDN, noting that rising aridity, land degradation, and climate-induced shocks
undermine land restoration efforts. They called for stronger integration of drought risk
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reduction, early warning systems and drought-resilient land management practices into LDN
planning and implementation.

6. Some Parties called for the designation of an international day for rangelands at the
seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties to highlight their vital role in biodiversity
conservation, climate resilience, pastoral livelihoods and food security.

7. Some Parties called for enhanced regional cooperation and knowledge exchange,
particularly among countries sharing similar ecosystems, climatic conditions, and land
restoration challenges. They welcomed efforts to develop and strengthen regional
implementation and collaboration hubs capable of supporting LDN and drought monitoring,
project development, and technical capacity-building tailored to regional contexts. Some
Parties also called for the creation of a United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) SIDS caucus.

8. Some Parties emphasized the need to mobilize significantly more resources and
investments for LDN from all sources, noting that insufficient, unpredictable and highly
fragmented funding remains the biggest barrier to implementation. They stressed that
restoration activities often struggle to attract stable financing and called for more inclusive,
accessible and flexible funding instruments for developing countries, especially for LDCs
and SIDS, and close collaboration with ministries of finance and planning. Furthermore,
some Parties invited all Parties to develop resource mobilization strategies, including for
mobilizing domestic financial resources, based, among other things, on the elimination or
repurposing of harmful subsidies that contribute to desertification/land degradation and
drought (DLDD).

9. Some Parties recognized the central role of the GM in supporting resource
mobilization and encouraged the GM to continue strengthening and exploring partnerships
with multilateral development banks, philanthropic foundations and private investors. They
welcomed the GM’s efforts to help countries align LDN investments with those made under
climate, biodiversity and sustainable development financing windows.

10.  Some Parties emphasized the importance of expanding access to global climate and
biodiversity finance for combating DLDD, especially through the Global Environment
Facility (GEF), the Green Climate Fund and emerging blended finance mechanisms. They
called for simplified procedures, increased readiness support, and allocations for land
restoration and sustainable land management under future replenishment cycles.

11.  Some Parties commended the reforms proposed for the ninth replenishment of the
Global Environment Facility (GEF-9). They expressed their support for the maintenance of
full flexibility in the use of System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR)
allocations and supported the revision of the STAR formula to include drought vulnerability
in the land degradation component. Some Parties encouraged the GM and the GEF to further
inform eligible countries of these opportunities. They acknowledged the added value of the
newly integrated programme on drought and drylands proposed for GEF-9. They invited all
concerned actors to optimize the synergies, coordination and complementarity with other
global flagship programmes related to drought.

12.  Some Parties welcomed the GM’s engagement with the private sector and innovative
financing institutions, including blended finance structures, insurance and carbon markets.
They emphasized that clear incentives and risk mitigation instruments need to be introduced
for private sector investment. Some Parties also mentioned that blended finance models
tailored for SIDS are required. Some Parties recommended that a Caribbean drought project
should be prioritized under GEF-9 funding. Some Parties also called for directing private
sector resources to the community-based organizations that lead to the economic
independence of communities and countries.

13.  Some Parties encouraged the GM to support capacity-building in designing bankable
projects with a return on investments, noting that the development of investment frameworks
has been instrumental for prioritizing restoration projects and attracting co-financing. They
requested additional assistance for feasibility studies, financial needs assessments at the
national level for achieving LDN and drought resilience, financial structuring, and integrating
LDN into national budgetary and investment planning.
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14.  Some Parties welcomed the contributions of GEF Enabling Activities, which have
supported baseline assessments, improved monitoring systems, and facilitated national LDN
target-setting processes. They encouraged continued and expanded GEF support to scale up
Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme 2.0 activities in additional countries,
accelerate implementation and bridge the gap between planning and transformative action on
the ground. They also recommended the GEF Secretariat to consider a more programmatic
approach to UNCCD enabling activities under GEF-9 that includes support for the revision
and updating of LDN targets.

15.  Some Parties stressed that improved and transparent tracking of LDN-related financial
flows is essential for transparency and accountability. They requested the Secretariat and the
GM to refine reporting templates to enable more reliable reporting on public and private
financing and to support Parties in developing national systems to track and categorize LDN
investments.

16.  Some Parties underscored that successful LDN implementation depends on inclusive
and participatory approaches, emphasizing the critical roles of Indigenous Peoples, people of
African descent, local communities, women, youth, and civil society organizations (CSOs).
They called for enhanced community-level engagement, dedicated support for locally-led
restoration initiatives, and better integration of community-generated data into national LDN
monitoring frameworks.

17. Some Parties reaffirmed that achieving LDN will require sustained political
commitment and leadership, scaling up restoration investments, and deepening partnerships
at all levels. They stressed that LDN is essential not only for combating land degradation, but
also for strengthening climate resilience, safeguarding livelihoods, conserving biodiversity,
supporting food security and advancing integrated, long-term sustainable development.

18.  Some Parties stressed the importance of agroecology, agroforestry and ecosystem-
based approaches to achieving the LDN targets on degraded agricultural lands. They
emphasized that the major co-benefits of these approaches in terms of land and ecosystem
restoration, socioeconomic impacts, and improved food security have the potential to
significantly contribute to the delivery of the mandates of all the Rio conventions.

19.  CSOs expressed their wish for Parties to integrate CSOs, women, youth, Indigenous
Peoples, as well as local communities into national LDN coordination mechanisms and
working groups, and to promote their participation across the entire policy cycle.




