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The Second Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 16™ Session of the
Committee on Science and Technology (CST16)
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Bonn, Germany
Meeting Room: LEU-1511
Time: 10:00 - 13:00 | 14:00 - 18:00 (CEST)
Working language: English
Format: Hybrid on-site and online meeting

- Minutes -

1. The Second Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 16th Session of the Committee on
Science and Technology (CST) was held on 13-14 September 2022 at the UNCCD headquarters
in Bonn, Germany.

2. The Chair of the CST16, Mr. Jorge Luis Garcia Rodriguez opened and chaired the meeting
online. The meeting was attended in-person by Ahmed Abdelati, the CST vice Chair from Egypt
representing the Africa Group as nominated Rapporteur of the CST16, and other two CST vice
Chairs, Hamid Custovi¢ from Bosnia & Herzegovina representing Eastern Europe Group, and
Jeffery Herrick, from United States of America representing the Western Europe and Others
Group (WEOG). Abdul Hamid, the CST vice Chair from Bangladesh representing the Asia-
Pacific Group participated online as well.

3. The UNCCD Executive Secretary welcomed all participants (see Annex 1) and thanked the
CST Bureau members for their commitment and service. He stressed the importance of this
meeting as it dealt with the future composition and work of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI)
and he emphasized the importance of having a strong and well-founded dialogue between
science and policymakers for the effective functioning of the Convention to reduce the time gap
between scientific findings and their translation into policy measures, and to increase their clarity
in order to better guide decision-makers. He listed three important expectations for the new CST
Bureau and the SPI. Firstly, continue to address the bottle necks to move forward from the COP
commitments and decisions to actions, among them is the decision to further scientific guidance
on restoration and drought resilience; secondly giving space to science and innovation as the
solutions using advanced technologies to enhance the communication with land users and
improving the early warning systems to support the decision making; finally, to further address
gender issues in all circumstances to achieve better decision-making and to increase involvement
of female scientists in decision making. He underlined that this meeting is a fundamental step to
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ensure highly competitive and qualified, full geographically represented and gender balanced
expertise to join in the UNCCD’s SPI and to dedicate to Land and Drought agenda.

4. The Chair of the CST thanked the Executive Secretary, presented introductory remarks, and
recalled that the main points to be addressed in the meeting are the SPI renewal and the
intersessional workplan of the CST Bureau.

5. Anoverview of matters discussed, and decisions taken by the Bureau are presented below.
. Adoption of the agenda

6. The Chair the CST presented the provisional agenda. It was adopted with amendments (see
Annex I1) that the Agenda Item Il. b “Confirmation of the independent scientist nominated by
region” is deferred to allow regional consultations for nomination of the independent scientists
representing respective region.

1. Renewal of the membership of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI)

7. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to provide a brief summary on the applications
received in response to the open call for the SPI membership that ran from 21 July to 25 August
2022, which was posted on the UNCCD website® and distributed widely in the scientific
community.

8. The secretariat presented the CST Bureau that the 217 applications in total received through
the open call were aggregated into a single database of candidates for SPI membership. The
secretariat provided a preliminary review of the 217 applications for independent scientist as
well as candidate lists organized by regional groups in support of the regional nomination
process.

a. Selection of global independent scientists

9. The CST Bureau members discussed the most relevant qualities of suitable candidates and
highlighted the need to identify good scientists able to be good communicators as well, to help
translate science into policy decisions. In support of the selection of candidates, the CST Bureau
members went through a quick review of the SPI objectives and coordination activities, as
provided in the SPI1 work programme for the triennium 2022-20242.

10. The Chair of the CST recalled that, at the First Intersessional Meeting of the CST Bureau on
4 July 2022, the CST Bureau agreed on the extension of the current SPI co-chair Dr. Nichole

1 Call for independent scientists to join the UNCCD Science-Policy Interface. <https://www.unccd.int/news-stories/stories/call-independent-
scientists-join-unccd-science-policy-interface-extended-25>

2 Work programme of the Science-Policy Interface for the triennium 2022-2024. <https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-
07/SP1%20Work%20programme%202022-2024.pdf>
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Barger as an independent scientist to continue with her service as the SPI co-Chair through the
triennium.

11. The CST Bureau successfully finalised selection of six new globally independent scientists
and two alternates in a principle of taking into account diversifying representation of scientists
from different countries and coverage both objective one and two, when candidates are at
equivalent competency.

12. The CST Bureau agreed that in the case that a selected applicant declines his/her role in the
SPI, the alternate candidates will serve as the SPI members.

b. Confirmation of the independent scientists nominated by regions (Agenda Item
deferred)

13. The CST Bureau decided that the SPI regional nominations process was deferred to be
completed by 22 September 2022.

c. Status of nomination of observer organizations

14. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to provide an overview of the renewal of the
SPI observer organizations and their representatives and alternates.

15. The secretariat reported that both World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) were receptive and accommodating on
the requests made and confirmed their representatives and alternates. The FAO agreed to rotate
their representatives’ participation as needed for a specific topic or meeting. United Nations
Office for Disaster and Risk Reduction (UNDRR) and United Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat) proposed new representatives. The Civil Society Organization Panel
has selected the representative from the China Green Foundation, while the alternate has yet to
be identified.

16. The CST Bureau acknowledged the information shared by the secretariat on the status of
SPI observer organizations and agreed with that.

17. The CST Bureau requested the secretariat to make follow-up on the regional nomination
process, and further contact the final selected candidates for global independent scientists,
regional independent scientists, and the representatives of the observers to confirm their
availability and agreement for the service for UNCCD-SPI in the next triennium 2022-2024, to
enable the CST Bureau to finally confirm the composition of the new SPI.

18. The CST Bureau agreed that the new composition of the renewed SPI including members
and observers will be released upon the formalization of the new SPI in its first meeting.
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Il. Intersessional workplan of CST16 Bureau for the triennium 2022-2024
a. Tasks mandated from COP.15 decisions

19. The Chair of the CST invited the secretariat to provide an overview of the mandate from
COP 15 decisions relevant to the work of the CST, its Bureau, and the SPI, on which members
of the CST Bureau serve. Following a review of these COP15 decisions, the secretariat presented
a tentative plan of inter-sessional work of the CST Bureau with indicative timelines for
consideration of the meeting. The proposed tentative plan includes:
e Development of the SPI gender policy and implementation plan with a consultancy
support;
e Revising the SPI Terms of Reference (TORs) and selection criteria accordingly;
e Managing the review process of SPI supervised outputs, and SPI publications;
e Reporting to the COP Bureau on the CST activities on request;
e Contributions to other international processes, especially to the IPBES, and
e Scheduling the first meeting of the renewed SPI, to discuss its work programme and the
pathways to achieve them.

20. The CST Bureau members noticed that the proposed timeline for development of the SPI
Gender policy and implementation plan contained in the background information note on agenda
I1l-a was too tight and suggested slightly postponing the deadline for recruiting a senior
consultant in charge of drafting the gender policy and implementation plan. The CST Bureau
requested to fix the deadline indicated with a more feasible one and to modify all the subsequent
deadlines accordingly.

21. The CST Bureau also recognized that this agenda item potentially has some budgetary
implications to be discussed further under agenda items V and VI. The CST Bureau, however,
suggested that the budgetary implications related to the work of the CST and particularly to the
STCs participation in future COPs- should be discussed in greater details in future meetings of
the CST Bureau.

22. In additional to the proposed intersessional workplan of the CST Bureau, the secretariat
highlighted that the CST Bureau may also be requested to contribute to the implementation of
other COP.15 decisions including among the others, the most important to the review on the SPI
and mid-term review on the UNCCD 2018-2030 strategic framework, in particular the evaluation
on the performance of the Committee on Sciences and Technology (CST) as subordinary body
of the Convention.

b. CST16 scientific contributions to other international processes

23. The secretariat presented on how the UNCCD cooperates with the IPBES, outlining how this
collaboration came about historically and where it stands today, naming the relevant assessments
under production and proposals for future assessments under IPBES consideration. The focus
was given to explaining the CST’s role in the IPBES Governing Bodies, and particularly the role
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of the CST Chair serving as the UNCCD observer representative in meetings of the IPBES
Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP) and Bureau.

24. In particular, the secretariat introduced the invitation from IPBES to the CST Chair to
participate in the 19" meeting of the IPBES MEP & Bureau to be held in person from 27-29
September 2022 in Bonn, Germany. The CST Chair, as he has a conflict, requested the secretariat
to represent him during the 19" meeting of the IPBES MEP & Bureau.

c.  Brainstorming possible improvements to the CST and SPI

25. The CST Bureau focused on the means and ways to improve the CST and its SPI in
translating and communicating science, and the role of CST as a subsidiary body of the
Conference of the Parties (COP) mandated to provide the COP with information and advice on
scientific and technological matters relating to combating desertification and mitigating the
effects of drought as defined in the paragraph one of the Article 24 of the Convention.

26. The secretariat recalled that decision 21/ COP.15 decided that CST 16 should focus on, inter
alia, the review of the work conducted by the SPI, including its overall achievements since the
last review, in order to decide on the future functioning of the SPI. The findings of the review
will contribute to possible further improvement of the SPI and the CST.

27. On the request of the CST Chair, the secretariat presented an overview of the status and
progress so far on preparation of the SPI review. It is noted that

I. Similar to the first review of the SPI, the secretariat intends to commission an external
assessment as background information for the CST16 to conduct the review;

ii. The standard evaluation criteria of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development/ Development Assistance Committee (OECD/DAC), which approaches
the subject from the perspectives of relevance, coherence, effectiveness, efficiency,
impact, and sustainability the criteria will be applied for this assessment, and where
feasible, the assessment will also consider gender responsiveness as an additional
criterion.

iv. The expected timeline by March 2023 is for the first draft assessment report, and by
end of 2023 for completion of the report. The secretariat will circulate appropriate
documentation for consideration by Parties prior to CST 16.

28. In response to the questions from the CST Bureau members on resource availability,
workload and expertise required for the consultancy (scientific /communication/ policy focus),
the secretariat indicated that funding for this process was already secured at COP 15. It was noted
that the expertise required for the consultant(s) to be hired should include knowledge of the SPI
work as well as scientific research networking and collaboration, expertise in conducting
evaluations, and familiarity with science in the context of UNCCD.
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29. The CST Bureau recommended the secretariat identify ways to ensure more continuous and
systematic engagement of STCs and NFPs in the processes of the Convention. The CST Bureau
also requested the secretariat review the strategic, logistical, and budget implications of
scheduling the STCs arrival at COPs to coincide with NFPs to ensure more effective interaction,
in order to support the STCs’ participation in the entire COP. The Bureau also requested the
secretariat to estimate the cost for supporting the participation of STCs in the second week of
the COP. It was underlined that STCs knowledge and expertise are also needed through the CRIC
conversations. The secretariat reminded the CST Bureau for a further discussion on STCs related
matters under the agenda Item V and VI.

30. The secretariat introduced how UNCCD communication is engaging in translation of science
communication messages. This introduction emphasized that earlier last year the UNCCD
undertook a very in-depth strategic process on branding.

i. The new UNCCD brand platform, strategic messaging framework and digital strategy
developed in 2021 are the foundation for the secretariat’s communication with its key
audiences.

ii. The brand platform includes the Convention’s purpose, vision, mission and value
proposition, a refreshed logo with a tagline, brand colors and other design elements that
will be used to identify the Convention’s products, including its scientific products.

iii. The UNCCD brand platform describes the strategic value of the CST/SPI as: “inform
policies and impel urgent government action with evidence-based arguments on land
issues.” and an overview of advocacy campaigns (e.g., Restoring Land, Restoring Life,
Droughtland) and digital first approach (i.e., redesigned the UNCCD website, integrated
science, knowledge and data, and SPI reports — the approach is currently being tested)
were given.

31. The CST Bureau members requested the secretariat to develop communication strategies for
target audiences that include children (i.e., creating cartoons), youth, farmers, and policy makers
to achieve a land degradation neutral and drought-resilient world. They invited the secretariat to
identify scientific information that no longer qualifies as 'new' but still is not being applied, in
order to work on re-presenting it in a more assimilable format.

32. The secretariat was also invited to adopt communication messages not only at the global
level but also at the national and local levels and to consider focal points as a possible target for
communication outputs.

33. The CST Bureau highlighted the need to clarify and improve the flow of information between
the governing bodies of the Convention: CST, CRIC and COP, as well as between NFPs and
STCs.

34. The CST Bureau member also explained that reporting is crucial for the implementation of
the Convention, and that in the current reporting system, the same indicators assume different
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meanings and are linked to different information in the various Conventions which creates
confusion, and it would be desirable to have a unified reporting process at least every three or
four years in order to have a more complete picture of the information reported for various
Conventions.

IV. Organization and preparation of the next SPI meeting

35. The secretariat proposed for the next SPI meeting tentatively scheduled on 14-16 November
2022 as an in-person meeting and presented the proposed agenda of the meeting. The newly
composed SPI will discuss the objectives and coordination activities mandated by COP15 and
the pathways to achieve them. Unless any country proposes to host the next SPI meeting, it will
be held in Bonn, Germany.

36. The CST Bureau members decided to keep a careful approach in deciding the pathways for
completing the SPI work programme, with a view of having a balance between being sufficiently
prescriptive on the outcomes to be achieved and, at the same time, avoid limit flexibility.

37. The CST Bureau members requested the secretariat to deliver the further the presentation on
‘Communicating UNCCD’s science’ during the next SPI meeting as part of the orientation of
the new SPI members.

38. In discussing the location of future SPI meetings, the CST Bureau members noted that, while
invitations to host SPI meetings are welcome and considered, the possibility of meeting in Bonn
allows other members of the secretariat to engage and contribute to the meetings and this is a
great benefit.

V. Maximizing participation of Science Technology Correspondents at sessions of CST
and CRIC

39. The secretariat provided background information on this agenda item followed by a quick
summary of the discussion that the CRIC Bureau meeting had on this topic. The members of the
CRIC Bureau proposed to have a joint meeting between the CST Bureau and the CRIC Bureau
in order to finalize their views on this.

40. The CST Bureau recalled the three pathways (not necessarily mutually exclusive) discussed
during the CST15 which are currently being considered to address the issue of maximizing STCs
participation at CST and CRIC sessions. It was suggested to also share these pathways with the
CRIC Bureau members, as appropriate:

i.  Reduce the workload of the CST in order to have more time for CRIC decisions
dealing with monitoring/reporting or methodological work relating to indicators to
be discussed during the first week of the COP.

ii. Explore ways to schedule CRC and CST agenda items to be better aligned
temporally and, in addition, explore ways to schedule discussion on agenda items
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that deal with monitoring/reporting or indicator work prior to COP in a way that
these discussions can benefit from maximum input of the STCs.

iii.  Explore every possible option of extending STCs participation to the second week
of the COP bearing in mind the need for an increase in the overall travel budget for
participants to attend the COP.

41. The secretariat explained that the first pathway may be achieved by simply subjecting the
decision on “improving the procedures for communication of information as well as the quality
and formats of reports to be submitted to the Conference of the Parties” to joint negotiation
between the CRIC and the CST. So far, only parts of this decision have been negotiated in the
joint CST/CRIC contact group.

42. The CST Bureau agreed to schedule a CST Bureau and CRIC Bureau joint meeting.

43. The secretariat provided additional information on administrative and financial
considerations with respect to this item. It was explained that in the core budget of the
Convention there is no resource allocation for the participation of NFPs or STCs in official
meetings. To support this expense, the secretariat usually contacts potential donors with cost
estimates and requests for financial resources. In the past, the request included funding for the
STCs participation, but for the first week of COP only. In view of the next COP, a proposal
including the cost for STCs' participation in the entire duration of the COP is proposed to the
host country and is currently part of the “Annex IV” in the host country agreement under
discussion. This point can also be presented in the negotiation process, but the final decision
relies on the host country.

44. The CST Bureau requested the secretariat to provide a cost estimate which includes a
breakdown of the additional costs for STCs attending the second week of COP and a separate
breakdown of additional costs needed for them to attend the regional meetings/consultations.

45. The secretariat intervened and stated the recurrent difficulties to mobilize resources for
participation to COP, making it obvious that STCs’ participation beyond the first week would
always be subject to the availability of voluntary contributions for each session of the COP.

V1. Preparation for a joint CST/CRIC Bureau meeting

46. The secretariat presented the possibility of holding a joint CST/CRIC Bureau meeting and
invited the CST Bureau members to consider the possibility of having it back-to-back to the next
SPI meeting, in-person or hybrid as deemed most appropriate.

47. The CST Bureau agreed to hold the joint CST and CRIC Bureau meeting in concurrence
with the next SPI meeting, presumably in-person and requested the secretariat to make further
consultation with CRIC Bureau for the proposed schedule.
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VII. Any other business

48. The secretariat presented the SPI Early Career Scientists Fellowship Programme, explaining
that it is a pro-bono initiative with support provided to the fellows only to travel to and
participation in the SPI meetings.

49. The CST Bureau also decided to extend the service of the two current SPI Early Career
Scientists supported by the SPI Fellowship Programme, through COP 16. The Bureau also
discussed bringing on board of two additional Fellows in the near future, recognizing that the
programme is pro bono and the travel to SPI Fellows to SPI meetings will be subject to the
availability of funds. It was noted that the selection of two new Fellows should occur after the
SPI renewal process is completed.

VI11. Next meetings

50. The CST Bureau requested a 2- or 3-hours informal meeting among the CST Bureau
members, back-to-back with the next SPI meeting scheduled for 14-16 November 2022,
preferentially on the last day.

51. The CST Bureau also agreed to meet virtually once, before the next SPI meeting. This virtual
meeting is proposed for 8 November 2022 (14:00 — 16:00 CEST). The virtual meeting will last
two hours and will be structured into two parts:

i.  The SPI Co-Chair will present a report on SPI Lessons Learned and Success Stories
from the 2020-2022 SPI Work Programme: Report and Proposals to the CST
Bureau;

ii.  The secretariat will give a presentation on 'how science has historically moved
through the UNCCD'. After the presentation, the CST will discuss what to consider
from this presentation to share it with the newly appointed SPI members.

52. The CST-Bureau also decided to possibly invite the SPI co-Chair to attend both parts of the
virtual meeting.

53. The CST Bureau agreed on the following tentative schedule, of upcoming meetings, to be
confirmed:

e 8 November 2022: CST Bureau virtual meeting;

e 14-16 November 20223: 18" session of the SP1 meeting;

e 16 November 2022*: CST Bureau members informal meeting back-to-back with the
SPI meeting;

e 17 November 2022°: joint CST/CRIC Bureau meeting;

3 NB: Following the CST Bureau meeting, the next SPI meeting was rescheduled for 13-15 December 2022.
4 This was rescheduled accordingly for 15 December 2022
5 This was rescheduled for 16 December 2022 back-to-back with the SPI meeting.
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e From 27 February to 3 March: tentatively scheduled another SPI meeting and
another back-to-back CST Bureau meeting.

V1.  Closing of the meeting

54. The CST Chair thanked the members for the fruitful discussion and outcomes of this meeting.
He expressed gratitude for their efforts in identifying the best SPI candidates and the best
pathways to improve the work of the CST and the SPI.

55. The Chair of the CST closed the meeting.
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Ibrahim Thiaw

Andrea Meza Murillo
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JIA, Xiaoxia
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Vittoria Semplici
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Science, Technology, and Innovation Unit
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Xenya Scanlon

Jeroen Van Dalen
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® https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups
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Item |

The Second Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 16% session of the
Committee on Science and Technology (CST16)

Date : 13-14 September 2022
Venue : UN Campus, Langer Eugen,

Platz der Vereinten Nationen 1, 53113,
Bonn, Germany
Meeting Room: LEU-1511
Time: 10:00 - 13:00 | 14:00 - 18:00 (CEST)
Working language: English
Format: Hybrid on-site and online meeting

— PROVISIONAL AGENDA —
Day 1: Tuesday, 13 September 2022

l. Adoption of the agenda

I1.  Renewal of the membership of the Science Policy Interface
a. Selection of global independent scientists
b. Confirmation of the independent scientists nominated by regions (deferred)
c. Status of nomination of observer organizations

Day 2: Wednesday, 14 September 2022
I11.  Intersessional workplan of CST16 Bureau for the triennium 2022-2024
a. Tasks mandated from COP.15 decisions
b. CST16 scientific contributions to other international processes
c. Brainstorming possible improvements to the CST and SPI

IV. Organization and preparation of the next SPI meeting

V.  Maximizing participation of Science Technology Correspondents at sessions of CST and
CRIC

V1. Preparation for a joint CST/CRIC Bureau meeting
VII. Any other business

VIII. Next meeting



