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L Completion of the renewal of the membership of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI)

with the confirmation of regional nominations

1. The Second Intersessional Meeting of the Bureau of the 16th Session of the Committee on
Science and Technology (CST) was held on 13-14 September 2022 at the UNCCD headquarters
in Bonn, Germany.

2. This meeting followed the CST Bureau’s opening of a global call for new independent
scientists to serve on the Science-Policy Interface (SPI) (1 July 2022 and 25 August 2022), their
process for renewing observer organizations (FAO, WMO, UNDRR, UN-Habitat), and their
confirmation of the SPI representative identified by the Civil Society Organization Panel (the
China Green Foundation).

3. The 217 applications received in the open call were aggregated, as per 19/COP.14, into a
single database. Prior to the 13-14 September 2022 meeting of the CST Bureau, the secretariat
provided a preliminary review of the 217 applications for independent scientist as well as
candidate lists organized by regional groups in support of the regional nomination process.

4. During the 13-14 September 2022 meeting, this database was used by the CST Bureau to
conduct their review of candidates which led to the selection of six global independent scientists
as well as five regionally nominated independent scientists to serve on the SPI.

5. However, during this meeting, the CST Bureau decided that the SPI regional nominations
process should be deferred to be completed by 22 September 2022 to permit more time for each
CST Bureau member to consult with their respective Regional Chairs to confirm the
nominations.

6. By 22 September 2022 each of the CST Vice Chairs confirmed these regional nominations,
thus completing the process of renewing the SPI.
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