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Figure

The land stewardship framework, shown in the context of prevailing worldviews which
shape how people know, value and narrate their relationships with the land. The land
stewardship framework emphasizes “care” across three interdependent dimensions:
care in views, care in structures and care in practices. At its core, care in views
integrates diverse worldviews, identities, narratives and knowledge systems through
three mutually reinforcing elements: knowing, valuing and narrating in relationship,
linked by relational values. These processes foster inner transformation and the
acceptance of a land stewardship ethic, which is expressed through care in structures
(the institutions that create enabling conditions) and care in practices (implementation
through on-ground action). Continuous feedback loops of reflection, learning and
adaptation strengthen these domains over time. Together, these domains support
resilient landscapes, human security and land degradation neutrality, while sustaining
thriving agricultural and rangeland systems across generations.
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1. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) prepares policy-relevant but not policy-prescriptive assessments of
biodiversity and ecosystem services, including thematic reports, regional assessments and
methodological studies, in accordance with its functions and procedures adopted by the
Plenary. These assessments aim to synthesize the best available scientific, technical and
Indigenous and local knowledge to inform decision-makers on the status, trends and drivers
of biodiversity and ecosystem change and on options for policy and practice.

2. At its seventh session (IPBES-7, 29 April to 4 May 2019, Paris, France), the IPBES
Plenary adopted a new work programme for the period 2019-2030, following up on the first
IPBES work programme for 2014-2018. The 2019-2030 work programme included, inter
alia, a thematic assessment of the underlying causes of biodiversity loss, determinants of
transformative change and options for achieving the 2050 vision for biodiversity
(Transformative Change Assessment), and a thematic assessment of the interlinkages among
biodiversity, water, food and health (Nexus Assessment).

3. The Transformative Change Assessment was initiated pursuant to this work
programme. At IPBES-8 (14 to 24 June 2021, held online), the Plenary approved the
undertaking of the Assessment, as outlined in the scoping report contained in annex II to
decision IPBES-8/1. The scoping report defined the objectives, scope, structure and key
questions for the assessment and provided the basis for subsequent author selection and
chapter development under IPBES procedures.

4. The Nexus Assessment was similarly initiated under the 2019-2030 work programme.
The Plenary at IPBES-8 decided to undertake a thematic assessment of the interlinkages
among biodiversity, water, food and health, drawing on a dedicated scoping process
conducted in accordance with the IPBES procedures for the preparation of deliverables and
approved by the Plenary. The approved scoping report set out the Assessment’s focus on
interlinkages and synergies across key environmental and societal dimensions, including
relevance to food security, water security and human health, and guided the subsequent
preparation of the report.

5. The preparation of both Assessments followed the IPBES procedures for the
preparation of assessment reports and other deliverables, as set out in the “Procedures for the
preparation of IPBES deliverables” and related decisions of the Plenary. In accordance with
those procedures, governments and organizations nominated experts to serve as authors and
review editors; the Multidisciplinary Expert Panel and Bureau selected authors, co-chairs and
review editors; and technical support units assisted in coordinating drafting and review,
ensuring consistency with the approved scoping report documents.

6. Draft chapters and the draft Summary for Policymakers (SPM) for each assessment
were subjected to multiple review rounds in line with IPBES procedures. An initial external
expert review was followed by a combined expert and government review, with comments
collated and addressed by authors and review editors. This iterative process ensured that the
assessments reflected a broad range of scientific, technical and Indigenous and local
knowledge and that the SPMs accurately captured key findings grounded in the underlying
chapters.

7. The Nexus Assessment SPM and chapters were considered by the IPBES Plenary at
its eleventh session (IPBES-11, Windhoek, Namibia, 10 to 16 December 2024). At that
session, the Plenary approved the SPM and accepted the chapters of the Thematic Assessment
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Report on the Interlinkages among Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health, in line with
standard IPBES practice, under which SPMs are approved line by line, and underlying reports
are accepted as scientific-technical assessments.

8. The Transformative Change Assessment was considered by the Plenary on the same
basis. At IPBES-11, the Plenary examined the draft SPM and underlying chapters of the
Thematic Assessment Report on the Underlying Causes of Biodiversity Loss and the
Determinants of Transformative Change and Options for Achieving the 2050 Vision for
Biodiversity. In accordance with IPBES procedures, the SPM was approved and the chapters
were accepted, thereby completing the formal assessment process under the 2019-2030 work
programme.

9. Confidence in key findings of IPBES assessments is expressed using calibrated
language adapted from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, combining
qualitative evaluations of evidence and agreement. The SPM of the Nexus and
Transformative Change Assessments indicates confidence levels in italics (e.g., “high
confidence”), with each key finding traceable to specific sections of the underlying chapters
and their synthesis of multiple lines of evidence. This calibration ensures that the findings
drawn upon by the Science-Policy Interface for the purposes of the present document are
grounded in rigorously evaluated scientific and technical evidence, and in the procedures
established by the IPBES Plenary.
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I. As per decision 21/COP.16, the Science-Policy Interface (SPI) conducted a review
and analysis of two assessment reports of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), namely the Thematic Assessment Report on
the Interlinkages among Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health (Nexus Assessment) and the
Thematic Assessment Report on the Underlying Causes of Biodiversity Loss and the
Determinants of Transformative Change and Options for Achieving the 2050 Vision for
Biodiversity (Transformative Change Assessment), in order to identify key messages and
policy-relevant implications for the implementation of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

2. The SPI had already contributed to the scientific review of both assessments in the
preparation stage, through processes organized by IPBES. The analysis summarized in the
present document therefore builds on both that earlier engagement and on the finalized
assessment outputs approved and accepted by the IPBES Plenary.

3. The SPI analysis was based on inputs by individual SPI members, supported by the
secretariat, and developed through document review, working-level exchanges and iterative
drafting. In line with the approach used by the SPI in analysing relevant reports produced by
other intergovernmental scientific bodies, the purpose of the analysis was to identify the
messages from the two IPBES Assessments most relevant to the mandate, objectives and
implementation needs of the UNCCD.

4. The SPI analysis focused primarily on the key messages contained in the approved
Summaries for Policymakers of the two assessments. The SPI also consulted the underlying
chapters and associated explanatory text in order to ensure that the synthesis undertaken
would remain scientifically grounded and provide the necessary detail for the formulation of
conclusions and policy-oriented recommendations relevant to the Convention.

5. In reviewing the Nexus Assessment, the SPI focused on findings related to
interlinkages among biodiversity, water, food, health and climate change, including the
implications of siloed governance, fragmented decision-making and the need for response
options that generate synergies across multiple policy goals. In reviewing the Transformative
Change Assessment, the SPI focused on findings related to the urgency of systemic change,
the need to address underlying drivers of biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation, and
the importance of integrated strategies, governance, policy coherence, enabling institutions
and economic incentives.

6. The SPI worked to ensure that the conclusions and any associated recommendations
presented in this document are clearly anchored in the key messages of the two IPBES
Assessments. To maintain a clear line of sight, the elements of the key messages drawn upon
to formulate the synthesis are referenced in the text of the document, and, where necessary,
the underlying chapters were used to clarify concepts, contextualize findings and identify
their relevance to the UNCCD.

7. Draft conclusions and recommendations derived from the two Assessments were
refined with support from the secretariat in order to express them in a form suitable for
consideration by policymakers during the Committee on Science and Technology and the
Conference of the Parties. A final review of the synthesis, conclusions and recommendations
was undertaken within the SPI to ensure consistency with the approved language of the
IPBES Summaries for Policymakers, coherence across the document and relevance to the
needs of Parties.
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