
Desertification and Drought Day: 156 communes in Chile are at risk of 
desertification 

 
The Institute of Agricultural Development (INDAP, for the Spanish Acronym), of the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Chile, commemorates this Thursday, June 17, the Desertification and Drought Day. In the 
framework of this celebration, the Director of INDAP - Carlos Racondo - pointed out that  "in Chile, the 
lack of water has already left 156 communes at risk of desertification and another 138 communes of the 
regions of higher productivity declared under agricultural emergency due to water deficit. Acting in 
these territories is not only a challenge, but an imperative of our time." 

To face this difficult situation, the Ministry of Agriculture has in its irrigation programs this 2021 with 
resources to finance initiatives for US  $ 50,000,000, the highest amount in its history and whose focus is 
to give security in supply and increase efficiency in use. 

Irrigation and soils: investment on several fronts 

The goal in 2021 is to deliver solutions to 11 thousand small farmers. The budget includes an Economic 
Reactivation fund (arranged by the government as an emergency in the face of the effects of the 
pandemic) for US$ 10,000,000, which will reach 538 projects, and another US$ 7 million for a special 
program that will allow the construction and registration of 800 indigenous user wells. 

On the other hand, the Ministry of Agriculture of Chile, executes the System of Incentives for the Agro-
environmental Sustainability of Agricultural Soils (SIRSD-S for its acronym in Spanish) that annually 
supports about 18,000 thousand small farmers to implement practices that protect agricultural surfaces 
from erosion and for the incorporation of organic matter that improves their productive quality. 

The small farmers agriculture, composed of 250 thousand Chilean families, is a key actor against 
desertification and drought, due to its work on a small scale and for the diversity of its crops, and 
therefore workshops are being held throughout the country, which allow to develop public policies 
where more than a thousand farmers have participated contributing with their knowledge and 
discussing ways to face this  challenge.   



INDAP’s Director,  finally emphasized: "there is full awareness of the great challenge and during the last 
years various initiatives and programs of adaptation to climate change have been initiated. To this is 
added that today we have the largest irrigation program in the history of INDAP, which seeks to deliver 
projects that make a more efficient use of water and provide security in supply". 

 

 

 


