
WORLD DAY TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION 2018 IN MONGOLIA 

This year the WDCD slogan was ‘Land has true value. Invest in it’ to address the importance of 
sustainable land use, land degradation prevention and its restoration by making a wise investment. 
The definition of process and causes of land degradation/desertification in Mongolia should benefit 
land users and all interested stakeholders to improve their land use strategy, define priority actions 
and promote conservation approach.  
The current process of degradation and desertification of land caused by different drivers, such as 
climate and changes in land use occurred in last three decades. The nomadic pastoralist system is 
now adapting to socio-economic transformation, which is resulted formation of economic centers and 
centralization of social relations around it. Such centralization has also been observed in distribution 
of livestock, so we can assume that there are lands where human-driven degradation may exist.  
In the past, Mongolian researches assessed magnitude of human impact on land, therefore, has to be a 
priority field, especially evaluation of economic loss due to land degradation. On other hand, it will 
be feasible to conduct specific research programs which will determine impact of ecosystem service 
deterioration on economy. Such approach will benefit policy and decision makers establish economic 
instruments that could coordinate and synchronize land use types and their intensity. Even though we 
employing limited types of combat desertification actions, including tree plantation, well restoration, 
at the global level there many different promising technologies adapted to specific environment are 
developed. It is, therefore, necessary to pay attention on experimentation of technologies which will 
mainly focused on adoption of appropriate land use technology to avoid any risk of degradation. The 
practical side of such measures would be increased incentives for land users, economic benefits to 
save resources, land/soil conditions and capacity building at all level. Thus, the slogan of WDCD for 
2018 raised an issue relevant to Mongolia.  
Since 2016 the Institute of Geography and Geoecology with support from the Ministry of 
Environment and Tourism (MET) of Mongolia, Ministry of Defense and Oyu Tolgoi Mine, and 
financial support from other international institutions (UNDP, UN FAO, Green Asia Network NGO), 
projects and programs (Korea-Mongolia Green belt project) have initiated to organize weekly 
awareness program to celebrate WDCD and communicate current knowledge and experience with 
broader community. This year the celebration of the WDCD 2018 organized following events:  

1. Science and technology workshop "Combating desertification technology, approach and 
investment". 

2. Public event “Land has true value. Invest in it” in the Institute of Geography and Geoecology, 
Ulaanbaatar. 

3. Broadcasting a short video clips on importance of the land degradation prevention, mitigation 
and restoration. 

4. Art contest among children and youth under the general slogan of the WDCD 2018. 

To promote the activities to combat desertification in Mongolia the team of the Desertification Study 
Center of the Institute of Geography and Geoecology continue running a Facebook page “Газрын 
доройтлыг тэглэе”. All activities organized during the celebration of WDCD 2018 were live 



streamed on the Facebook page. In addition, television and other media channels showed a special 
interest in our activities. All the events are broadcasted by Mongolian National Broadcasting, Mongol 
HD TV, NTV and MNC TV. 

Photo 1. Science and technology workshop  

The Science and technology workshop "Combating desertification technology, approach and 
investment" held on 15 June, 2018 in Khuvsgul Lake hotel, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, in cooperation 
with Ministry of Construction and Urban Development, National Development Agency, and support 
from Korea-Mongolia Green Belt project. The aim of this workshop was to introduce currently 
discussing points on National Targets to Achieve LDN, create a platform to share the best practices 
of sustainable land management, to find solutions providing necessary environment for it, and 
arrange a public-private partnership (PPP) in land restoration and protection investment in Mongolia. 
The guest speakers from National Remote Sensing Center, National Development Agency, Agency 
for Land Affairs, Geodesy and Cartography presented they inputs towards achieving land 
degradation. Commonalities of all speakers were the current system of land use, land tenure and 
possession. The majority agreed that urban expansion caused not because of development needs but 
more in relation to underdevelopment of rural regions where specific attentions need to be paid.  

 
Photo 2. Workshop participants 



The main outcomes from this workshop was: 

1. Integration of LDN targets to National land use planning system; 
2. Identified weakness in current education system especially in terms of ecological education;  
3. Agreed to promote LDN vision at the higher level to create or to empower political willing on 

establishing smart and innovative taxation system which will in turn used as an investment 
platform;  

4. Urged to impact on planning and development of mining sector in Mongolia, especially 
halting mining activities in forests, watershed headwaters and major wetlands. 

On World Desertification Day, 17th June, 2018, Desertification Study Center and Green Asia 
Network NGO jointly organized the public event at the Institute of Geography and Geoecology. 
Open event included art gallery from the contest, musical concert, award ceremony and also, quests 
among the guests. 

 

Photo 3. Public event opening 

 
Photo 4. WDCD2018 at the Institute of Geography and Geoecology  



The art contest among children and youth was announced with 4 age categories: 1) 6-10 yrs with 
topic “One earth one problem”; 2) 10-14 yrs with topic “Land has a value”; 3) 15-18 yrs with topic 
“Lost value or land degradation”; 4) 18-22 yrs with topic “Land degradation solution”. Totally, 75 
artworks received and the winners of the contests were announced during the public event by 
G.Nyamdavaa, Head of the Environment and Natural Resources Management Department at the 
Ministry of Environment and Tourism, D.Battogtokh, Director of the Institute of Geography and 
Geoecology, Shin Ki-ho, Country Representative of Green Asia Network Mongolia.  

 

Photo 6. Artwork of A.Namuun, 1st place in category 6-10 yrs. 

 

Photo 5. Artwork of S.Khongorzul, 1st place in category 15-18 yrs. 



 

Photo 7. Artwork of P.Erdene, 2nd place in category 15-18 yrs. 

 

Photo 8. Artwork of E.Khuslen,3rd place in category 6-10 yrs. 

In cooperation with Goomaral Academy, the eco-friendly art exhibition was exposed on the public 
event, which attracted all our guests. The specifics of the Academy are concluded in reducing the 
products and decorating them into self-use equipment. Our guests were satisfied to be a part of 
exciting master class, which definitely coincides with WDCD 2018 slogan. 



 

Photo 8. Artworks using recycled materials supported by Goomaral academy 

The high portion of land was degraded due to military 
activities. In framework of celebration WDCD 2018 the 
Institute of Geography and Geoecology jointly with the 
Ministry of Defense of Mongolia launched the project report 
on ‘Ecological health of the Military sites’. The project 
supported by NATO Science for Peace and Security 
Programme and implemented during 20113-2017. As a 
closure of this project a detailed report on locations of 
abandoned military sites, their level of degradation, pollution 
and risk for local residents were published which was 
delivered to main ministries and decision makers. Totally, 
around 10 thousand hectares of land used for military 
purposes were abandoned of which 5 sites are critically 
degraded and have a high risks for human security.  

 


