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World Habitat Award 2016/2017 

The Nubian Vault association 

 

"A Roof, A Skill, A Market", the programme carried 

by the Nubian Vault Association for better housing in 

West Africa is the winner of the 2016-2017 World 

Habitat Award (BSHF/UN-Habitat). This prize 

demonstrates once more AVN’s standing as a major 

player in the field of appropriate housing.  

Deforestation, urbanization, demography, and the cost 

and unsuitability of ‘modern’ building materials have 

created a critical need for better housing and 

construction systems in Sahelian Africa. Wood 

carpentry and formwork, traditionally used in West 

African architecture, are no longer sustainable. 

According to UN-Habitat,80% of the buildings that 

will exist in 2050 have not yet been builtin Africa. It 

isn’t too late to initiate today the adaptation of the 

construction sector to current environmental, 

economic and societal challenges, and provide an 

appropriate answer to the construction needs of the 

next 30 years, and beyond. 

 

At the heart of the programme, an architectural 

concept both ancestral and innovative: the Nubian 

Vault. This East African building technique uses 

neither wood nor metal, but only raw earth, and 

creates comfortable, affordable and energy-efficient 

houses adapted for all uses (rural and urban, private 

homes and community buildings). Dissemination is 

based on market creation and the professional training 

of a local workforce to a valuable trade in a growing 

green economy. This creates a locally empowering 

ecosystem and accessibility for all affordable and 

appropriate – i.e. resilient and comfortable in the face 

of climate change – housing. 

 

 

 

Deployed in five countries (Burkina Faso, Mali, 

Senegal, Benin, Ghana), and growing by an average 

32% yearly, the programme has enabled since 

inception the construction of 2,000 buildings in 830 

towns and villages, to the benefit of 25,000 people; 

the training and professional inclusion of 635 

apprentices, masons, artisans and entrepreneurs; a 

potential economy of 65,000 tons of CO2; and the re-

injection of 2.5 million euros into local circuits.  

The Nubian Vault is recognized as a valid solution for 

building and energy efficiency, listed within several 

States’ commitments for implementation of the Paris 

Climate Agreement, and AVN supports today these 

countries in following-up on their promises. 

 For more information visit the Nubian Vault 

Association:www.lavoutenubienne.org/en 

http://www.lavoutenubienne.org/en
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Land Access in Brazil 

 

In Brazil, the struggle for access and democratization 

of the land is very intense and broad. Various 

movements and organizations of the civil society 

maintain a strong action in this endeavor. The 

Landless Rural Workers Movement (MST) is the 

most significant social organization in the country 

related to this matter, organized in 24 of the 26 states 

of all regions of the country. According to the MST, 

Brazil surpassed one million families who obtained 

land access through the action and organization of 

rural workers. In addition to the MST, other 

movements and networks linked to peasant family 

agriculture have been active towards achieving "land 

for those who live and work there", especially the 

National Confederation of Agricultural Workers 

(CONTAG), the Small Farmers Movement (MPA), 

Indigenous Peoples and other Peoples and Traditional 

Communities. 

 

 
 

All the social movements of the Brazilian countryside 

and the organizations that support them are lobbying 

permanently for an agrarian reform. We understand 

that "the land is for those who live and work in it", 

producing food, income and ensuring the maintenance 

and recovery of environmental services for all 

society. Without access and legal possession of the 

land, it is impossible to have citizenship in the 

countryside and thus keep families in this 

environment with the minimum living conditions 

needed. The technologies, practices and knowledge 

are of no avail if people do not legally have their land 

to develop their activities with autonomy and 

security. It is a risk and a mistake to invest in 

infrastructure on behalf of the peasant families in 

lands that they do not own. 

 

 
 

In our country, which is not so different from many 

other countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, 

the distribution of land is extremely uneven. 

According to official data, 84% of all Brazilian rural 

establishments are family agriculture units, which 

occupy only 24% of the total land designated to 

agricultural production. NON-family units represent 

16% of rural establishments and hold 76% of the 

land. The concentration is also shown comparing the 

average area of family establishments (around 18 ha) 

with that of non-family establishments (310 ha). 

However, even with this unequal access to land, 

family agriculture in Brazil produces 70% of all food 

that comes to the table of the country's population, 
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derived of the work of four million families, of which 

a little more than a half live In the Semi-Arid region 

of Brazil. 

 

In terms of political achievements related to access of 

the land, in Brazil we have the Land Registry and 

Landholding Regularization Program, which enables 

family farmers to stay on the land, through legal 

security of ownership of the property. It also 

facilitates the knowledge of the Brazilian land 

situation, becoming an instrument for planning and 

proposing local public policies, such as rural credit 

and technical assistance. The beneficiaries of the 

Program are small squatters and landowners who are 

objects of land registration and landholding 

regularization. The priority areas are those in which 

there are occurrences of possessions subject to titling, 

incidence of squatting, concentration of small 

properties as well as areas where there are territorial 

and local development projects. 

 

The Land Registration and Landholding 

Regularization Program in Brazil serves unsettled 

rural areas of State domain and consists of a social 

action to regularize land ownership, guaranteeing 

legal security to family farmers and access to other 

public policies of the government, including rural 

credit and technical assistance. In order to benefit 

from landholding regularization, the limit of the 

federal unoccupied lands should not exceed 100 

hectares and the State lands, should be 100 to 250 

hectares. 

 

Another important action in the country concerns the 

Affected by Dams Movement (MAB). The MAB is a 

national, autonomous, large scale movement, with 

collective leadership at all levels, with regional faces, 

without distinction of sex, color, religion, political 

party and degree of education. All the families 

threatened or affected directly or indirectly by dams 

participate in the MAB Base Groups. An example of 

the work of MAB is the experience in the territory of 

Sertão do Araripe where the construction of the 

Algodões Dam - built in the 1980s - affected dozens 

of families who demanded to secure the compensation 

of their lands and other assets that would be flooded 

with the waters of this dam. Finally, they were able to 

negotiate with the government agencies responsible 

for the work, receiving the same area of land in other 

locations, chosen by the affected families (what was 

called land by land), as well as having all their assets 

(houses, rural facilities, fences, barriers, fruit trees, 

etc.) indemnified in cash. 

 

 
 

Even with all this existing social organization, there 

are still many landless families, in a country with 

continental dimensions such as Brazil. 

By Paulo Predro de Carvallo 

FromCaatinga (Brazil) 
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Land and Climate: Time to act! 

Desertif’actions, Strasbourg 27th – 28th June 

 

Desertif’actions is the non-State actors International 

Summit dedicated to land degradation and climate 

change. The meeting will bring together over 300 

stakeholders from over 50 countries from June 27th to 

28th 2017 in Strasbourg (France). 

 

 

 

 
 

NGOs, scientists, local governments, farmer 

organizations, private and public institutions… will 

meet in Strasbourg in order to share their concerns 

and built common positions on land degradation 

under a changing climate and its consequences in 

northern and southern countries! 

 

This two-day summit in the European heart aims at 

the participation of diverse stakeholders from local 

territories by mobilizing their engagement potential in 

mitigation and adaptation action towards climate 

change at the local scale. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

D’a17 works will be supported by various others 

events in the city and will be closed by a Declaration 

synthetizing the contents of the workshops. The latter 

will serve for advocacy purposes in the next 

international climate change (COP23 in Germany) 

and land (COP13 in China) international meetings. 

 

With the expected presence of the Executive 

Secretary of the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the High-Level 

Climate Champions, the Chair of IPCC , the 

representative of the current UNCCD Turkish 

Presidency, the representative of the future UNCCD 

Chinese Chair, the Inter-ministerial French 

Ambassador for environment, Senator of Loire 

Atlantique, the Mayor of the city of Strasbourg and 

co-chair of UCLG, UN civil society constituencies 

and the UNCCD CSOs panel representatives… 

 

For more information visit:  

http://www.desertif-actions.fr/en/ 
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IPCC meeting in Mexico 

Special Report on Climate Change and Land 

 

In its meeting in Guadalajara, Mexico on 28 - 31 

March 2017, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) agree to the outline of its upcoming 

special report on "Climate Change and Land."  The 

report will assess the literature relevant to climate 

change, desertification, land degradation, sustainable 

land management, food security, and greenhouse gas 

fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems. Reports by the 

UNCCD, and other relevant institutions including 

IPBES, FAO and others, will also be highlighted. 

 

The report will start by exploring socio-economic, 

biogeochemical, and biophysical interactions between 

climate change and desertification, land degradation 

and food security. It fill identify additional and 

alternative demands for land in the context of climate 

change, as well as socioeconomic and technological 

changes.   The report then will focus on 

analyzingterrestrial GHG fluxes in natural and 

managed ecosystems (e.g. soils, forests and other land 

cover types) and related stocks.  Consequences for the 

climate system of land-based adaptation and 

mitigation options will be discussed.  

There will be specific chapters on desertification and 

land degradation.  The chapters will review the 

current trends and future projections of land 

degradation and desertification linked to climate 

change, globally and regionally. They will analyze 

climatic and anthropogenic direct and indirect drivers 

of these processes including extremes such as 

drought. Similarly, there will be a special chapter on 

food security, framing the context in relation to the 

availability, access, utilization, stability, affordability 

of food. It will deal with the problem of attribution, 

i.e. distinguishing between climatic- and human-

induced changes.  

The report will conclude by identifying various risk 

management and decision making options in relation 

to sustainable development.  It will assess risks 

arising from interaction of climate change with 

desertification, land degradation, food security and 

other development pressures (.e.g. conflicts, 

migration). It will identify management responses to 

areas of substantive risk arising from climate change.  

Synergies and trade-offs of response options that 

affect sustainable development and climate change 

adaptation and mitigation will be underlined for 

policy makers. The ultimate objective of the report 

will be to provide policy recommendations on 

governance, institutions and decision-making across 

multiple scales.  

Currently a call for nominations of Coordinating Lead 

Authors (CLAs), Lead Authors (LAs) and Review 

Editors (REs) is open. Experts affiliated to CSOs 

could also be nominated by 17 May 2017.  Those who 

are interested should contact IPCC focal points in 

their respective countries.  The drafting of the report 

will take almost two years and its approval and 

acceptance is planned for September 2019. 

By BarisKarapinar 
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Meeting of CSOs of India 

A meeting of CSOs of India accredited with UNCCD 

was organized on April 25, 2017 at Gram 

BharatiSamiti office in Amber, Jaipur (India). Mr. 

Fazle Ahmed of Social Welfare Society, Karauli 

chaired the meeting. Thirty two representatives of 

twenty nine CSO accredited with UNCCD 

participated in the meeting. It was the second meeting 

of the network. First meeting was held on August 10, 

2016. 

The meeting began with a Hindi song based on the 

prayer for establishing peace and humanity in the 

world sung by Ms. AshaBothra of MeeraSansthan. 

 

 
 

BhawaniShankerKusum while describing the 

importance of the meeting informed the participants 

the issues to be discussed in the meeting. He briefly 

mentioned the crucial state of women’s land rights in 

the rural areas, possibility of collaboration with the 

state and federal Government in the implementation 

of UNCCD, role of CSO in the implementation of 

LDN, increased number of CSOs to participate in the 

COP13 etc. 

Introduction 

 

All the participants introducing themselves told 

briefly about their work related to UNCCD covering 

combating land degradation and desertification, 

water, LDN implementation and women’s rights they 

are engaged in their respective areas. 

 
 

Collaboration with Government 

 

Bhawani told the participants the probability of a 

meeting with the Government of India in 

comingmonths to discuss number of issues including 

women’s land rights, LDN implementation in India 

and financial support for adequate participation of 

CSO in COP13. All the participants were willing to 

participate in such a meeting whenever it is organized 

to share their concern on women’s land rights in the 

rural villages and affective work on land degradation. 

Also, they were of the view that this kind of 

collaboration should also be established with other 

stakeholders of the society i.e. people from private 

sector, experts, women’s groups etc. 

 

Participation in the COP13 

 

There was consensus on the request of support for at 

least twenty CSO representatives, keeping gender 
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balance intact, from different parts of India to 

participate in the COP13 to be held in Ordos, China in 

September, 2017. It will make a sense to echo the 

voice of civil society properly in the COP if we get 

support for such a number of CSOs. The selection 

criteria for the participants and their role in the 

COP13 will be decided in the next meeting of the 

network. 

 

 
 

Implementation of LDN 

 

There was a long discussion over the role of CSO in 

the Implementation of LDN. Mr. Fazle Ahmed, Ms. 

AshaBothra, Mr. Banshilal, Ms. Kusum Jain. Mr. 

ArunKumawat, Ms. Sarita Yogi and Mr. 

KanhaiyaPuri were among those who took part in the 

deliberations held on this topic. They said that many 

of them have long experience of implementing 

programs related to land degradation aimed at 

combating desertification in their respective areas that 

comprise different climatic zones with typical 

categories of lands i.e. sandy arid lands, saline lands, 

degraded mines and ravines etc. Therefore it will be 

legitimate and worthwhile to involve CSOs/NGOs 

engaged in such programs at grassroots levels to 

implement some model projects on LDN. They were 

quite sure to demonstrate some successful projects on 

LDN if the opportunity is provided to them. 

CSO network 

 

Looking at the threatening problem of land 

degradation, women’s land rights, accelerating 

process of desertification in India the participants felt 

the need of a strong network of NGOs/CSOs working 

on these issue. Bhawani suggested that it should be 

initiated in India in the beginning and the CSOs of 

other countries of the region could be involved later 

on knowing their views. All were agreed on it and a 

Network named ‘Asian Friends of Nature’ (AFON) 

was formed and BhawaniShankerKusum was 

nominated as its Coordinator. Bhawani was requested 

to spread the message among the CSOs accredited 

with UNCCD in Asia requesting their consent and 

prepare its dimensions including the bylaws and 

forming an executive committee etc. as soon as 

possible, which will be approved in the next meeting 

of the network to be organized in June, 2017. 

 

The meeting was ended with the vote of thanks by 

Mr. Fazle Ahmed, the chair of the meeting. 

By BhawaniShankerKusum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


