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- MINUTES OF THE THIRD  MEETING OF THE COP 16 BUREAU 
(11 DEC 2024) - 

 
The third meeting of the COP 16 Bureau took place in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia on the 11th December 2024 in MET-21. The Executive Secretary, Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw 
and Dr. Osama Ibrahim Faqeeha, Deputy Minister of Environment, Water and Agriculture 
made the welcoming remarks. 

An overview of the matters discussed, and the decisions made by the Bureau is 
presented below. 

 
I. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda was adopted without modification. 

II. Reports on past and forthcoming meetings 
 

- The Committee of the Whole (COW) 
 

The report of the COW was presented by the Chair. 
   
  The COW chair informed that the decision on the migration was cleared, and on the 
issue related to land tenure more paragraphs need to be cleared (a small informal working group 
is discussing to address these matters). On the sand and dust storms few points on the decision 
need to be clarified (synergies and gender). An Informal group on drought will also meet in the 
afternoon of the 11 Dec. The COW contact group on the budget is not operative today and 
should wait for CST and CRIC decisions.   
    
 

III. Committee on Science and Technology (CST) 

  CST chair presented the report, CST had held 6 meetings until now.  CST Plenary was 
postponed.  The contact groups showed progress. Fruitful and engaged discussion to reach a 
compromise.  First L document submitted in translation to the 6 UN languages. For now, CST 
contact group has considered CST 3, CST 4, CST 5 (with two to be finalized on the 11 Dec. 
evening ) and CST 7 needs to be negotiated. The CST remain optimistic and plan to finalized 
all the decision by the 11 Dec. evening .CST planned to have its plenary on the 12 Dec. 
afternoon.    

 
IV. Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention 

(CRIC) 

  The CRIC Chair presented the report.   
 
  One decision is completed, out of seven, two almost finalized and others are under 
consideration. Contact group will convene today until 12.00pm and will continue working until 
0100pm on the 12 dec.  A Plenary planned for the 12 Dec. at 3pm. 
 
  The Secretariat recalled that convening the plenary is not an automatic type of 
procedure. When the contact group is done with the adoption of its different decision. This still 
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need to be sent for processing, editing , confirmation with the facilitator and then processed at 
UNOG. Accordingly, in the event that the contact group concluded its work by noon in the 12 
Dec. The plenary won’t systematically be able to meet to meet at 15h00 on the same day. 
 
A Bureau member proposed to limit the interventions up to 3 minutes and one limited 
intervention for each annex.   
 
A bureau member enquired about the participation of the facilitator  to the bureau meetings as 
agreed by the bureau members during their previous meeting. Facilitator presence will help the 
bureau to understand the dynamic of the discussion, and this will allow bureau members to 
provide guidance . 
 
The CST Chair presented his apologies as the Facilitator of CST could not attend the COP 
Bureau due to the workload. 
 
Bureau members provided below guidance to help the contact making in the discussions : 
 

- To avoid contradictory discussion in the same group of discussion . Homogeneity in 
the different parties positions from the same constituency is key at this stage of the 
discussion . The COW chair will again recall this at the COW contact group on other 
matters during the next meetings; 
 

-  Due to the time constraints, and still many decisions to go through, a bureau member 
proposed that facilitators should not reopen/rediscussed paragraph that has already been 
agreed. 
 

- To establish ‘’ formal informal discussion group’’ to discuss issues in small group and 
reach consensus. 
 

- To also setup rules in the groups. These ground rules are key to made progress in the 
discussions. Facilitators to remind the rules before each discussion. 
 

- Three ground rules have been proposed to facilitate the discussion : 1) to regulate the 
time number of speakers in the contact groups, 2) agreed para should not be reopened 
and 3) to stick to the agreed language 

 
Further to these discussions, a proposal has been made that the COP16 Presidency meet 

the Facilitator in the afternoon to echo the engagement rules.  
 
  Proposal has also been made that these ground rules are reminded and projected on the 
screens prior the starting of the contact, most important , the COP Presidency can also remind 
these to the different contact group to help making progress and having common understanding 
and reach agreement.  
 

A bureau member further underlined that traditional communications (WhatsApp 
groups) channels can as well be used to share the ground rules to the different parties. 
 

The Secretariat presented the report on the Adoption of the credential report of the 
representatives, in line with art. In line with Rule 19 of the COP RoP, the credentials of 
representatives as well as the names of alternate representatives and advisers shall be 
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submitted to the Permanent Secretariat, if possible, not later than twenty-four hours after the 
opening of the session. 

Secretariat has received 135 credentials.  Upon agreement, the Secretariat will issue the 
memo, accept the credentials, and elaborate a draft decision for the consideration of the COP.  

 
The Credential report of the Secretariat has been approved by the Bureau Members. 

 
V. Next meeting 

 
The next COP 16 bureau is scheduled to take place on the 12th December from 0200 to 

0300pm in MET - 21.   
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