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- MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE COP 16 BUREAU
(9 DEC 2024) -

The second meeting of the COP 16 Bureau took place in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia on the 9" December 2024 in MET-21. The Executive Secretary, Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw
and Dr. Osama Ibrahim Faqeeha, Deputy Minister of Environment, Water and Agriculture
made the welcoming remarks.

An overview of the matters discussed, and the decisions made by the Bureau is
presented below.

L Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted without modification.
II. Reports on past and forthcoming meetings
- The Committee of the Whole (COW)
The report of the COW was presented by the Chair.

The COW Chair expressed concerns about the ongoing and very slow process of the
negotiations in the contact groups. Two contact groups have been going on for day long.
Contact group on other matters so far considered the items on land tenure, and migration and
did the first reading on mid-term evaluation. All other items are still pending to be tabled...

Discussions are also going on in in parallel in the Informal Small Group on Drought.
Considerations in this group is being facilitated and guided by Mr. Abdulaziz Butti, from Saudi
Arabia, with the aim to provide the contact group with a revised version of the draft decision
text. The group had mandated the secretariat to clean up some of the draft text yesterday and
is meeting again today.

The COW Plenary will take place this afternoon and will aim to have all agenda items
introduced in the plenary today. This to give more time for discussion at the contact groups,
that are starting again that evening.

Representative of the EU recalled its recommendation made during the previous bureau
meeting, on the fact that negotiations and consultations are progressing slowly and has
requested the secretariat and the host country to facilitate on keeping the process transparent
and efficient. The bureau member further urged that if the discussions are still going slowly,
that new agenda items (emerging new issues) get taken up only at the end to allow the contact
groups to focus on the already existing decisions on core items first.

The same bureau member requested clarification and orientation on their previous
request previous regarding the Samarkand Declaration, that was supposed to be consulted on
the contact group of the CRIC , but is now in the COW contact group.

The Secretariat clarified that the Samarkand declaration is already a point that Parties
wanted to consider under the topical matter on Sand and Dust Storms at the COW contact
group on other matters. The COW contact group on other matters is currently progressing
slowly on Tenure and Migration. There is no clear indication yet on the next topics to be
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discussed at the contact group . The secretariat suggested that the group continues its works on
these two and addresses new items after that.

III. Committee on Science and Technology (CST)

CST plenary concluded with the contentment of all agenda items, established CST
contact group on other matters. CST has held four meetings until now. First CST document
on sustainable land is completed and submitted to translation. CST contact group will be
reconvened the 10 December. Contact groups are very constructive. CST Chair asked whether
the CST contact group facilitator could present its perspective to accelerate the negotiation for
the next COP Bureau meeting to have better results in negotiation. CST Chair also requested
to use Wednesday to finalize the negotiation on drought and move CST Plenary from
Wednesday to Thursday. Both requests were granted.

IV.  Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention
(CRIC)

The CRIC Chair presented the report. The CRIC contact group will convene on
Wednesday and it is not likely to finish for that day. The CRIC Chair requested the Bureau
Member to cancel the afternoon plenary for the CRIC and move it for tomorrow afternoon.
The request was granted. Also, requested to postponed CRIC plenary from Wednesday to
Thursday or Friday. The request was granted. The CRIC Chair asked whether the CRIC
facilitator needs to be present in the next COP bureau meeting. Then, a bureau member
intervened, inviting all facilitators to be present in the next COP Bureau. The request of the
bureau member is accepted, and all facilitators (CRIC, CST, COW) will be present for the next
COP Bureau meeting.

A bureau member requested explanations on how to schedule the contact groups. The
Secretariat clarified that formal sessions of governing bodies will follow the dynamics,
regarding the limitation of 2 contact groups in parallel. The Secretariat will ensure the logistic
but will have to consult with the parties if they decide to stay more.

V. Other business

The secretariat recalled the members to ensure that constituencies submit the credentials
to the UNCCD legal office.

A Bureau Member asked the Secretariat to track record on credentials that were or not
submitted.

The same Bureau Member proposed extension in the working hours for the contact
groups to stay longer that 10 pm to speed up the negotiation to finish the CRIC and the COW.
The requested was granted. The COP President ensured that logistics (transportation) will be
available for the delegates working in the contact groups .

VL Next meeting

The next COP 16 bureau is scheduled to take place on the 11" December from 0200 to
0300pm in MET - 21.
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