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WEBINARS ON LAND-BASED JOBS FOR YOUTH 

No. 2 - Attracting investors and learning from mentors  

CONCEPT NOTE 

 

Event date: 25 February 2021 

 

 

Rationale 

 

Unemployment affects more than 100 million young people in Latin America and the Caribbean 

(LAC), according to the regional office of the International Labour Organization. About 9.6 million of 

the nearly 31 million young people aged between 15 and 29 years living in "rural" areas of the 20 

countries that make up Latin America work in the agricultural sector. An additional, nearly 2.8 

million "urban" young people also work in the agricultural sector. A further 11.9 million rural young 

people do not work. Unemployment rates for this age group is about twice as high as that of people 

over 30 years. 

 

This situation lends itself to many social and economic problems. But COVID-19 has worsened an 

already difficult employment environment for young people according to a recent ILO Study. The 

impact on young people is systematic, deep and disproportionate, and particularly hard on young 

women, younger youth and youth in lower-income countries. An education gap between urban and 

rural areas that persisted but was closing prior to the pandemic is likely to worsen because rural youth 

have fared worse than urban youth in getting access to and assistance for tertiary education, leading to 

lower levels of completing their studies. 

 

Whereas the region is known for its rainforests, approximately one-fourth of its lands are deserts 

and/or drylands. To reverse land degradation, the region launched “Initiative 20 x 20.” The aim was to 

restore 20 million hectares of the region’s degraded lands by the end of 2020. At the same time, 

young people have shown a keen interest in media programmes offering insights into technology and 

innovation that can help them to become entrepreneurs. The global policy shift towards land use 

practices that avoid, reduce or reverse land degradation offers young people a new opportunity to 

envision and jumpstart future-oriented careers that are aligned with these tech and innovation.  

 

This webinar will speak to the challenges of financing and skilling of young people for success in 

land-related profitmaking entrepreneurs; conservation, ‘agripreneurs’ (tech-driven and start-ups in 

agriculture), supply-chain, social entrepreneurs, etc. It will also draw lessons from financing and 

training initiatives in the region that support green land-based jobs. 

 

This is the second of four webinars hosted by UNCCD and Deutsche Welle to inspire young people to 

create youth led jobs and entrepreneurship in the land sector. The webinars address two global 

challenges: youth unemployment and land-degradation. The LAC regional webinar will: (1) address 

two major obstacles to youth self-employment – finance and inexperience; (2) draw on speakers from 

the global and national levels; and (3) seek the participation of at least one high-ranking government 

official (ministerial level) and youth entrepreneurs. 

 

Tags: Youth, land, innovative jobs, Latin America and the Caribbean. #Land_Jobs4YOUth 

#DecentJobs4Youth 

 

  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/documents/publication/wcms_753057.pdf
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Objectives 

 

The topic for this second webinar, planned for 25 February 2021, will focus on providing youth with 

the knowledge and capacities they need to develop to succeed in financing or mobilizing finances for 

their activities and acquiring experience through training and/or mentorship. These topics featured 

prominently in the questions posed during the first webinar.  

 

Through the webinar, the panellists will: 

1. share insights and innovative ways by which young people can mobilize finances and get 

trained.  
2. Share practical knowledge about the training and resources that can help young people to 

create their own land-based ventures. 
3. Share new trends in both resource mobilization and training oriented to land-based jobs for 

youth.  

 

 

Speakers 

 

1. Ms. Tina Birmpili 

Deputy Executive Secretary 

2. H. E. Mr. Camillo Gonsalves  

Minister of Finance and Economic Development of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.  

3. H. E. Ms. Andrea Meza Murillo 

Minister of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica 

4. Mr. Ahmid Alejandro Daccarett Tejeda  

Founder and Executive Director, Bee Hub Guate (Guatemala) – Young ‘Agripreneur’ 

 

 

Timeline 

 

The webinars will take place on 25 February 2021 (Latin America and the Caribbean) via the virtual 

platform Zoom. 

 

 


