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Some updates from GRULAC CSOs. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Monthly Newsletter on LDN 

This is the first issue of 

monthly letter from UNCCD 

CSOs for 2017. This letter 

aims to deliver issues 

especially on Land 

Degradation Neutrality 

(LDN) and related updates 

of civil society from all 

around the world. This 

issue focuses in Latin 

America and the Caribbean 

CSO experience 

In number of countries, 

particularly in developing 

countries CSOs/NGOs have 

been engaged in various 

environment activities 

i.e. forestation, 

combating land 

degradation and 

desertification, rain water 

harvesting etc. Their 

experience would be very 

useful in the 

implementation of LDN 

programmes. My 

suggestions would be: 

Planning 

 UNCCD 

secretariat 

should work 

out a strategy 

in 

collaboration 

with Global 

Mechanism 

and CSOs to 

promote LDN 

concept at 

National level  

In Argentina 
After the regional LDN inception workshop in Buenos Aires in July 2016, the Ministry of 
Environment defined three work tables for LDN: political-institutional, technical and socio-
productive. The first two tables met on November and discussed the path to establish the 
baseline of land degradation in the country; the participants include the UNCCD national 
focal point, government officers and three CSOs: Fundacion del Sur, Fundacion Patagonia 
Natural and Fundacion Agreste. Participation of CSOs in this dialogue platform express a 
clear intention to join the process in order to ensure the inclusion of most vulnerable groups 
since this early stage, despite some actors remain skeptical about the LDN concept. The 
next meeting of these tables was scheduled for January 2017.  
More information: Griselda Marrero info@fundacionagreste.org.ar  
 
In Mexico 
The first week of December, UNCCD focal point, Jorge Luis Garcia, together with partners 
from Pasticultores del Desierto, A.C., have officially launched the first of a series of LDN 
briefings. This gathering took place in Chihuahua, and had key participants attending the 
meeting, such as authorities; faculty and students; as well as representatives from the local 
cattle growers’ association, advisors, and cattle ranchers.  It is expected that workshops will 
take place early 2017 to follow up on this LDN briefing. After the briefing, staff from 
CONAFOR spent a couple of days visiting cattle ranches in the area to see first-hand the 
work being done to combat desertification in the Chihuahuan Desert using planned grazing 
management, as well as to confirm that the results seen at these ranches meet LDN's 
objectives. More information Alejandro Carrillo a.carrillo@pasticultoresdeldesierto.com 
 
In Peru 
The Ministry of Environment, the national consultant for the LDN Target Setting Program 
and RIOD PERU had two coordination meetings after CRIC, with the purpose of organizing 
the LDN working group. RIOD Peru proposed a mechanism to involve land managers at 
local level and to prioritize areas for testing the LDN approach. The Ministry of Environment 
aims to mainstream the LDN concept into the National Determined Contributions process. 
A meeting for engaging CSOs is expected to be held in January 2017. In addition, the 
Ministry of Environment is organizing a public event in late February for launching the LDN 
process, this meeting will take place in Lima and expects the participation of high-level 
decision makers, CSOs farmers ‘organizations and private sector.  
More information: Jaime Nalvarte riodperu@aider.com.pe 
 
In the Caribbean 
CNIRD, the regional CSO coordinating body in the Partnership Initiative for Sustainable 
Land Management (PISLM), is the responsible of ensuring effective CSO participation in 
the LDN-TSP process in the Caribbean. PISLM consists of a series of commitments and 
action-oriented coalitions focused on deliverables, intended to translate political 
commitment into action. The PISLM serves as a mechanism to facilitate exchange of 
experiences and good land management practices between Caribbean countries.  PISLM, 
is giving support for the implementation of LDN by providing technical backstopping to the 
national LDN target setting process in: Dominica, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St Kitts and 
Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago.  
More information: Calvin James calvin.james@cnirdregional.org 
 
 

Information about countries participating in the LDN Target Setting Program: 
http://www.global-mechanism.org/content/supporting-countries-set-land-
degradation-neutrality-targets 
 

If you would like to 

contact the UNCCD Civil 

Society Organizations or 

make a contribution to the 

next newsletter on LDN, 

please do not hesitate to 

contact us via email to  

csopanel@unccd.int 
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