
WORD DAY TO COMBAT DESERTFICATION 2005 
Events around the world 

 

1 
 

On 17 June 2005, the United Nations will celebrate the World Day to Combat Desertification. To 

mark this date, Parties to the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, as well as institutions 

and civil society organizations plan events and public awareness activities. This list highlights 

many of the events that will mark the day.  

BENIN 

Célébration avec les femmes de Kpomassé 
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CHILE  

CODEFF, Comite Nacional pro-defensa de la flora y fauna  
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COSTA RICA 

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energía 
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FRANCE 

CARI - Centre d'actions et de réalisations internationals International Federation of Agricultural 

Producers (IFAP). IFAP is the world farmers’ organisation representing over 500 million farm 

families grouped in 100 national organisations in 70 countries. It is a global network in which 

farmers from industrialised and developing countries exchange concerns and set common 

priorities. IFAP advocates farmers’ interests at the international level since 1946 and has 

General Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

On the occasion of the World Day to Combat Desertification, IFAP has made public on its web 

site a study on actions undertaken by farmers to fight desertification. The new study sets forth 

the methods used by farmers to mitigate the effects of desertification. It presents the vast array 

of issues and solutions which are raised by the scourge of desertification.  

The study points out that the process of desertification, which is accelerating, already affects 25 

% of the earth’s surface. Every year, as a result of erosion and poor soil management, an area of 

agricultural land equivalent to the size of Ireland is rendered sterile. The study puts particular 

emphasis on the urgency of the matter: action must be taken without delay to arrest a process 

whereby approximately 130 million hectares of land are no available to agricultural production, 

a surface area equal to France, Italy and Spain combined. Farmers have identified several 

causes and consequences of desertification and natural resource degradation. These may be 

agro-environmental or socio-economic in nature.  

Farmers are among the foremost victims of soil degradation, yet they are also important actors 

in the struggle to combat desertification » stated IFAP President Jack Wilkinson. Above and 

beyond the environmental perspective alone, the issue is also one of rural as well as sustainable 

development. Both the cause and effect of food insecurity, soil degradation is a worldwide 

problem which will not be solved without the engagement of the international community. 

That being the case, farmers stress the importance of adopting comprehensive strategies that 

will mobilize every available means to ensure a truly global approach in the fight against 

desertification. Within the scope of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

(UNCCD), IFAP continues to insist that lasting solutions must be found. « Combating 

desertification goes well beyond arresting the advancing movement of deserts».  

The present compilation is a source of information that will be valuable to farmers as much as 

to international organizations and research institutes. Its goal is to exemplify the hands-on 

experience of farmers in the field who directly confront the impact of desertification. It also 

seeks to encourage the implementation of better adapted strategies and more appropriate 

techniques in the ongoing struggle to stop it. An original contribution to that effort, one that 
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was nowhere to be found before IFAP published it, the study highlights especially the situation 

in Africa, a continent where over 40% of the population--or some 200 million people--live on 

land that is liable to become degraded. 

IFAP was successful in carrying out this project thanks to the invaluable and direct links with its 

extensive network of worldwide agricultural organizations. The publication represents the 

collective efforts of more than thirty such agricultural groups, the Working Group on 

Desertification (GTD), the financial support of the French Ministry of Environment and 

Sustainable Development (MEDD), and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MAE).  

 ITALY 

The Italian Committee to Combat Desertification organized “Women first: World Day to Combat 

Desertification” on June 17, 2005 at Palazzetto Mattei in Villa Celimontana, Rome. 

 

Kuwait 

Commemoration stamps  

MESOAMERICA 

The World Conservation Union (spa) organized an event. 

MOROCCO 

Oasis Ferkla de l'environnement et de patrimoine organized an event.  

  

 


