
 

 
 
 
 

Reporting glossary  
2022 UNCCD reporting process 

 
 
 
 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
Performance review and assessment of implementation system 

Eighth reporting process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2  

Term/concept Definition 

Above ground 
biomass 

The biomass of living vegetation, both woody and herbaceous, above the soil including stems, 
stumps, branches, bark, seeds, and foliage  

See also ‘Below ground biomass’ 

Adaptation The process of adjustment to actual or expected climate and its effects. In human systems, 
adaptation seeks to moderate or avoid harm or exploit beneficial opportunities. In some natural 
systems, human intervention may facilitate adjustment to expected climate and its effects.   

Administrative unit A geographic area that serves administrative and governmental functions. They are usually 
defined and established by legal action. 

Afforestation Afforestation is planting of new forests on lands that historically have not contained forests.  

Aggregation The combination of related categories, usually within a common branch of a hierarchy, to provide 
information at a broader level to that at which detailed observations are taken. 

Agriculture, value 
added (% of gross 
domestic product) 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the economic component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI).  

Agriculture corresponds to International Standard Industrial Classifications (ISIC) divisions 1-5 
and includes forestry, hunting, and fishing, as well as cultivation of crops and livestock 
production. This factor refers to the value added for agriculture as a percentage of the gross 
value added at factor cost. It implies a higher coping capacity of populations. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Agroforestry 

 

Integrates the use of woody perennials with agricultural crops and/ or animals for a variety of 
benefits and services, including better use of soil and water re-sources; multiple fuel, fodder, 
and food products; and habitat for associated species.  

Amounts mobilized 
through public 
interventions 

Amounts mobilised from the private sector by official development finance intervention. In OECD 
DAC statistics, mobilisation means the stimulation by specific financial 
mechanisms/interventions of additional resource flows for development. Amounts mobilised 
from the private sector are collected following an instrument-specific approach (see Annex 6). 
They cover all private finance mobilised by official development finance interventions regardless 
of the origin of the private funds (provider country, recipient country, third country). 

For the purpose of the SO5 indicator framework, amounts mobilized through public interventions 
can be reported under SO5-1 for practical reasons (as they are incorporated in the OECD DAC 
CRS), but should be summed up to the amounts reported under SO5-3, international private 
resources. 

Aquaculture Aquaculture -- also known as fish or shellfish farming -- refers to the breeding, rearing, and 
harvesting of plants and animals in all types of water environments including ponds, rivers, 
lakes, and the ocean.  

Area closure Enclosing and protecting an area of degraded land from human use and animal interference to 
permit natural rehabilitation, enhanced by additional vegetative and structural conservation 
measures. 

Aridity Distinguished from drought as being an enduring feature of a location/environment. It is a 
natural permanent imbalance in the water availability consisting of low average annual 
precipitation, with high spatial and temporal variability, resulting in overall low moisture and low 
carrying capacity of the ecosystems. 

Artificial areas 

 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class is composed of any type of areas with 
a predominant artificial surface cover as a result of human activities. Natural vegetation can also 
be present, but it isn't dominant respect the artificial surface. Any urban or associated area is 
included in this class, as for example urban parks or sport facilities. The class also includes 
industrial areas, waste dump deposit and extraction sites: 
- construction sites (cities, green urban areas, towns and transportation as road and rail 
networks and associated land), 
- port and airport areas,  
- mineral extraction (open mines and quarries) or waste disposal, 
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Term/concept Definition 

- continuous and discontinuous urban fabric and industrial or commercial units. 

Artisanal Those goods made in a traditional or non-mechanised way. It is generally small-scale and often 
considered part of the informal sector, and some cases as in the case of mining, illegal sector. 

Baseline The baseline (or reference) is the state against which change is measured. 

In the context of Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN), the initial (t0) estimated value of each of the 
indicators used to monitor progress in the achievement of LDN for each land type. The baseline 
values of these indicators are measured at the time of implementation of the LDN conceptual 
framework. 

Baseline period For UNCCD reporting the baseline period during which baseline conditions should be calculated, 
is the 16 years from 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2015. 

Below ground 
biomass 

All biomass of live roots. Fine roots of less than 2 mm diameter are often excluded because 
these often cannot be distinguished empirically from soil organic matter or litter  

See also ‘Above ground biomass’ 

Best practices 

 

Measures, methods or activities that perform best or achieve the highest impact according to 
predefined criteria assessed through a validation process.  

See also ‘Practice’ and ‘Good practice’ 

Bilateral 
contribution 

 

International bilateral resources, provided or received, are transactions undertaken by a donor 
country directly with a developing country or channeled through a multilateral organisation either 
in the form of earmarked contributions to a developing country or contributions to specific 
purpose programmes and funds managed by the organisation. They also encompass 
transactions with non-governmental organisations active in development.  

Bonds 

 

Bonds and notes are debt instruments that usually give the holder the unconditional right to 
fixed money income or contractually determined variable money income. With the exception of 
perpetual bonds, bonds and notes also provide the holder with an unconditional right to a fixed 
sum as repayment of principal on a specified date or dates. 

Brightspots A term used to describe an area which is experiencing the most evident and dramatic change. 
Brightspots do not exhibit any signs of degradation, or have been remediated from a degraded 
state by implementing appropriate remediation activities, or through land planning processes to 
prevent degradation. 

See also ‘Hotspots’ 

Capacity building, 
capacity 

development 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, capacity building and capacity development are equivalent 
terms, which both refer to the process by which countries obtain, strengthen and maintain their 
capability to meet the obligations laid down by the Convention and the requirements of the 
Strategy. 

On a broader and global level, UNDP defines capacity development as the process through which 
individuals, organizations and societies obtain, strengthen and maintain the capabilities to set 
and achieve their own development objectives over time.  

Carbon markets A popular (but misleading) term for a trading system through which countries may buy or sell 
units of greenhouse-gas emissions in an effort to meet their national limits on emissions, either 
under the Kyoto Protocol or under other agreements, such as that among member states of the 
European Union. The term comes from the fact that carbon dioxide is the predominant 
greenhouse gas, and other gases are measured in units called "carbon-dioxide equivalents." 

Carbon stock The quantity of carbon in a pool or a reservoir that has the capacity to accumulate or release 
carbon. Ecosystem carbon pools are composed of biomass (above and below ground), dead 
wood and litter (above and below ground), and soil organic matter. 

Civil society 
organizations 

(CSOs) 

The multitude of associations around which society voluntarily organizes itself and which 
represent a wide range of interests and ties. These can include community-based organisations, 
indigenous peoples’ organisations and non-government organisations.  
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Classification Abstract representation of real-world phenomena using classifiers.  

See also ‘Classifier, class’ 

Classification of 
Environmental 

Protection Activities 
(CEPA) 

The Classification of Environmental Protection Activities (CEPA) is an established international 
classification since 20001. CEPA 2000 is a generic, multi-purpose, functional classification used 
for classifying activities, products, expenditure and other transactions related to environmental 
protection. 

Classification 
system 

System for assigning objects to classes. 

Classifier, class Definition used to assign objects to legend classes. NOTE: Classifiers can be algorithmically 
defined, or defined according to a set of classification system specific rules. 

See also ‘Classification system’ 

Climate change 

 

Climate change refers to a change in the state of the climate that can be identified (e.g., by using 
statistical tests) by changes in the mean and/or the variability of its properties and that persists 
for an extended period, typically decades or longer. Climate change may be due to natural 
internal processes or external forcings such as modulations of the solar cycles, volcanic 
eruptions and persistent anthropogenic changes in the composition of the atmosphere or in land 
use. 

Climate finance Refers to local, national or transnational financing- drawn from public, private and alternative 
sources of financing - that seeks to support mitigation and adaptation actions that will address 
climate change. 

The UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) adopted an operational definition of climate 
finance as follows: “Climate finance aims at reducing emissions, and enhancing sinks of 
greenhouse gases and aims at reducing vulnerability of, and maintaining and increasing the 
resilience of, human and ecological systems to negative climate change impacts.” 

Commitment A commitment is a firm written obligation by a government or official agency, backed by the 
appropriation or availability of the necessary funds, to provide resources of a specified amount 
under specified financial terms and conditions and for specified purposes for the benefit of a 
recipient country or a multilateral agency. Donors unable to comply with this definition should 
explain the definition that they use. 

Committee on 
Science and 

Technology (CST) 

The Committee on Science and Technology (CST) is a subsidiary body of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP). It provides the COP with information and advice on scientific and technological 
matters relating to combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought. The CST 
meets in conjunction with the ordinary sessions of the COP and is multidisciplinary and open to 
the participation of all Parties. It is composed of government representatives competent in the 
relevant fields of expertise.   

Concessionality The degree of concessionality of a loan is measured by its “grant element”. The grant element is 
defined as the difference between the loan’s nominal value (face value) and the sum of the 
discounted future debt-service payments to be made by the borrower (present value), expressed 
as a percentage of the loan’s face value. Whenever the interest rate charged for a loan is lower 
than the discount rate, the present value of the debt is smaller than its face value, with the 
difference reflecting the (positive) grant element of the loan. 

Grants are wholly concessional by definition. 

To consult more information on the calculation of the grant element of loans, see OECD DAC 
Converged Statistical Reporting Directives for the Creditor Reporting System (CRS). 

In DAC statistics, loans are defined as concessional or non-concessional against specific grant 
element thresholds, which might change over time.  

Consumption 

 

Consumption is an activity in which institutional units use up goods or services; consumption can 
be either intermediate or final. It is the use of goods and services for the satisfaction of 
individual or collective human needs or wants. 
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Consumption 
expenditure 

Consumption expenditure is the proportion of national income or disposable income spent by 
households on final good and services. 

Convention 
processes (UNCCD) 

 

At the field level: programmes and projects relating to desertification, land degradation and 
drought (DLDD). At the institutional level: meetings of the Committee for the Review of the 
Implementation of the Convention (CRIC), meetings of the Committee on Science and 
Technology (CST), meetings of the Conference of the Parties (COP), and meetings at regional 
level.  

Core contribution Core contributions to multilateral institutions are funds classified as multilateral ODA (all other 
categories fall under bilateral ODA). The recipient multilateral institution pools contributions so 
that they lose their identity and become an integral part of its financial assets.  

Counter erosion 
measures 

 

Counter erosion or anti-erosion measures are all actions to reduce the vulnerability of 
landscapes to soil-erosion processes. The key to erosion control is preventing the detachment of 
soil particles and reducing the volume of runoff. These measures include a broad range of 
technical and biological soil-treating actions and the rehabilitation of degraded areas as well as 
changes in land-use planning and agricultural management. These measures often involve the 
creation of a physical barrier. Due to different environmental conditions anti-erosion measures 
vary accordingly to the specific ecological conditions. 

Counterbalancing 

 

The provision of an equal and opposite effect, over a specified timeframe. In the context of LDN, 
the neutrality mechanism at the integrated land use planning stage, anticipated losses with 
measures designed to deliver gains, in order to achieve the LDN target (country level). 
Counterbalancing is generally managed within the same land type, and within a biophysical (e.g. 
catchment) or administrative (e.g., province) spatial domain.  

CRIC 

 

The Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention. The CRIC was 
established by decision 1/COP.5, as subsidiary body to the COP to assist it in regularly reviewing 
the implementation of the Convention. According to its Terms of Reference, the CRIC shall assist 
the COP in the review of the implementation of the Convention under the authority and guidance 
of the COP and as an integral part of the Performance Review and Assessment of 
Implementation System (PRAIS). 

Cropland 

 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class includes any geographic areas with a 
predominant cultivated surface cover of either herbaceous crops or woody crops. The class is 
composed of a main layer of cultivated herbaceous plants (graminoids or forbs), including 
herbaceous crops used for hay, and/or of a main layer of permanent cultivated tree or shrub 
crops  and includes all types of orchards and plantations (fruit trees, coffee and tea plantation, 
oil palms, rubber plantation, Christmas trees etc.). All the non-perennial crops that do not last 
for more than two growing seasons and crops like sugar cane where the upper part of the plant 
is regularly harvested while the root system can remain for more than one year in the field are 
included in this class. The class also includes croplands rain fed, irrigated or post-flooding and 
aquatic crops, which are standing in water over extensive periods during their cultivation time 
(e.g. paddy rice, tidal rice and deep water rice). This class also includes crop fields from small 
size (< 2ha) to medium large size (>2ha). Areas planted with trees for afforestation purposes 
and forest plantations are included in this class. The vegetative cover can be present, it 
depends from the time of observation during the crops period. This class also includes multiple 
or layered crops composed of at least two layers of cultivated woody and herbaceous crops. A 
common case is the presence of one layer of woody crops (trees or shrubs) and another layer of 
herbaceous crop, (such as for olive trees with wheat fields in the Mediterranean area and 
intense horticulture, oasis or typical coastal African agriculture, where herbaceous fields are 
covered by palm trees, etc. etc.). This class also includes different layers of cultivated plants 
combined with significant areas of natural vegetation: i) mixed herbaceous and woody crops; ii) 
mosaic crops (>50%) / natural vegetation (<50%); and iii) mosaic natural vegetation (>50%) / 
crops (< 50%). 

Cross slope 
measure 

A cross slope measure is the sustainable management, conservation and restoration of 
ecosystem to reduce disaster risk and safeguard the direct and indirect benefits, people obtain 
from the ecosystems. 

Cultivated area 
equipped for 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the infrastructural component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI).  
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irrigation (%) The cultivated land that is equipped for irrigation, expressed as a percentage of the total 
cultivated land. This factor is not valid for the few countries that irrigate pastures. It is calculated 
by dividing the area equipped for irrigation (which is the area equipped to provide water via 
irrigation to crops, including full/partial controlled irrigation, equipped lowland areas and areas 
equipped for spate irrigation) by the cultivated area. This refers to the physical area actually 
cultivated and does not include land which is temporarily fallow. This factor gives an indication of 
the short-term coping capacity of the agriculture sector to drought. However, it does not consider 
if this equipment is in working order, if land is being irrigated or if there is long-term planning on 
the use of the water resources for irrigation to ensure long-term adaptive capacity. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Data Characteristics of information, usually numerical, that are collected through observation.  

Data source Name of institution, individual or group of individuals owning the original data set. 

Dataset An organized collection of data. 

Deforestation Conversion of forest to non-forest.  

Degree of drought 
vulnerability 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting,, the assessment of a country’s vulnerability to drought as 
represented by the Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI). 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Desertification Land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various factors, 
including climatic variations and human activities. 

Desertification, 
land degradation 

and drought 
(DLDD) 

Summarizes the combined issues and impacts related to desertification, land degradation and 
drought. 

See also ‘Desertification’, ‘Land degradation’ and ‘Drought’. 

Disaggregation Disaggregation is the breakdown of observations, usually within a common branch of a 
hierarchy, to a more detailed level to that at which detailed observations are taken.. 

Disbursement A disbursement is the placement of resources at the disposal of a recipient country or agency, or 
in the case of internal development-related expenditures, the outlay of funds by the official 
sector. Disbursement may be measured in various ways at different stages of the transfer 
process. For financial loans and grants, subject to the availability of the necessary records, 
preference should be given to the stage closest to balance of payments treatment.  

Driver Any natural or human-induced factor that directly or indirectly causes a change in an ecosystem. 

Drought A period of dry weather long enough to cause a serious hydrological imbalance. The UNCCD 
defines drought as “the naturally occurring phenomenon that exists when precipitation has been 
significantly below normal recorded levels, causing serious hydrological imbalances that 
adversely affect land resource production systems.  

Drought intensity 
class 

Class of drought intensity as described by a drought index. For UNCCD reporting, drought 
intensity class refers to classes of Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) values by drought 
intensity: mild drought (0 to -0.99), moderate drought (-1 to -1.49), severe drought (-1.5 to -1.99) 
and extreme drought (less than -2). As the intensity classes become increasingly extreme, the 
likelihood of those values occurring (and the time spent in that category) decreases. 

See also ‘Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI)’ 

Drought mitigation 

 

Mitigation is the lessening or minimizing of the adverse impacts of a hazardous event, in this 
case drought. Mitigation measures include engineering techniques and hazard-resistant 
construction as well as improved environmental and social policies and public awareness. It 
should be noted that, in climate change policy, “mitigation” is defined differently, and is the term 
used for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions that are the source of climate change. 

Drought 
preparedness 

 The knowledge and capacities developed by governments, response and recovery organizations, 
communities and individuals to effectively anticipate, respond to and recover from the impacts 
of likely, imminent or current droughts. 
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Drought recovery 

 

The restoring or improving of livelihoods and health, as well as economic, physical, social, 
cultural and environmental assets, systems and activities, of a drought-affected community or 
society, aligning with the principles of sustainable development and “build back better”, to avoid 
or reduce future drought risk.  

Drought response Actions taken directly before, during or immediately after a drought in order to save lives, reduce 
health impacts, ensure public safety and meet the basic subsistence needs of the people 
affected. 

Drought risk 
management 

(DRM) 

 

Drought risk management (DRM) is the process of data and information gathering for risk 
analysis and evaluation; appraisal of options; and making, implementing, and reviewing 
decisions to reduce, control, accept, or redistribute drought risks. It is a continuous process of 
analysis, adjustment and adaptation of policies and actions to reduce drought risk, including 
reducing the vulnerability and enhancing the resilience of the receptors threatened. DRM 
focuses on delivering a drought-resilient society by reducing drought risks and promoting 
environmental, societal and economic opportunities now and in the longer term. It recognizes 
that risks can never be removed entirely and that reducing risk may be at the expense of other 
societal goals. 

Drought 
Vulnerability Index 

(DVI) 

A composite index of drought vulnerability. It is comprised of three components: social, economic 
and infrastructural, which are each linked to vulnerability. For the purposes of UNCCD reporting, 
each component can also be an arithmetically derived number consisting of social, economic 
and infrastructure factors, which are observable or measured variables available as global 
and/or national datasets. 

Drylands Arid, semi-arid or dry sub-humid areas, in which the ratio of mean annual precipitation to mean 
annual potential evapo-transpiration lies between 0.05 and 0.65. Areas with a ratio of less than 
0.05 are considered hyper-arid deserts. 

Ecological 
functions 

Interacting biological, chemical and geo-physical processes that underpin the provision of 
ecosystem services. 

Economic 
vulnerability factors 

The observable/measured variables available as global and/or country-level and sub-national 
datasets, which are being recommended for use in constructing the Economic Component of the 
Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI). These factors have been used in the scientific literature and 
recommended by experts to define economic vulnerability to drought. 

Ecosystem A dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and their non-living 
environment interacting as a functional unit. 

Ecosystem services 

 

The benefits that people obtain from ecosystems. These include: a) provision services such as 
supply of nutritious food and water; b) regulating services such as climate change mitigation, 
flood management and disease control; c) cultural services such as spiritual, recreational, and 
cultural benefits; and d) supporting services, such as nutrient cycling, that maintain the 
conditions for life on Earth  

Ecosystem-based 
disaster risk 

reduction 

The sustainable management, conservation, and restoration of ecosystems with the aim of 
enabling these ecosystems to provide services that mitigate hazards, reduce vulnerability, and 
increase livelihood resilience. 

Eco-tourism Ecotourism is defined as responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, 
sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education. Education 
is meant to be inclusive of both staff and guests.  

Effectiveness The extent to which the objectives of the policy measure or the desertification-related 
development intervention were achieved, or are expected to be achieved, taking into account 
their relative importance. 

Efficiency A measure of how economically resources/inputs (funds, expertise, time, etc.) are converted to 
results  

Energy 
consumption per 

capita 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the economic component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI).  

Use of primary energy on a per capita basis, where primary energy refers to energy before 
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transformation to other end-use fuels. This includes indigenous production plus imports and 
stock changes, minus exports and fuels supplied to ships and aircraft engaged in international 
transport.7 Though it does reflect climatic, geographic and economic factors, such as the 
relative price of energy, it is a measure of economic activity, with high-income economies 
consuming five times as much energy on a per capita basis than low- and middle-income 
economies. This factor implies that a growing economy would be more able to implement short-
term coping and long-term adaptation strategies. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Enhanced 
Vegetation Index 

(EVI) 

An 'optimized' vegetation index for use with remote sensing data, similar to NDVI. It is designed 
to enhance the vegetation signal with improved sensitivity in high biomass regions.  

Environmental 
subsidy and similar 

transfer 

An environmental subsidy or similar transfer is a transfer intended to support activities that 
protect the environment or reduce the use and extraction of natural resources. A subsidy or 
similar transfer should be treated as environmental when the primary intent or purpose of the 
government is for resources to be used for either environmental protection or resource 
management purposes. 

Environmental tax An environmental tax is a tax whose tax base is a physical unit (or a proxy of it) of something that 
has a proven, specific, negative impact on the environment. In practice, this definition is applied 
by looking at all of the various taxes levied in a country and making an assessment regarding 
whether the tax base in each circumstance is something that has a negative environmental 
impact. Since the application of this definition may vary across countries, for the purposes of 
international comparison of environmental taxes, lists of relevant tax bases that satisfy this 
definition have been developed by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
and Eurostat. In cases where the use of the tax revenue is known, these taxes are considered 
“earmarked taxes”.  

Equity Common equity is a share in the ownership of a corporation that gives the owner claims on the 
residual value of the corporation after creditors’ claims have been met. Public investors can take 
equity stakes directly in a company by purchasing a share of ownership, or can invest in the 
equity or extend a loan to a company indirectly, by investing in an equity or debt fund. 

Expert judgement Expert Judgment is a technique in which judgment is provided based upon a specific set of 
criteria and/or expertise that has been acquired in a specific knowledge area, application area, 
or product area, a particular discipline, an industry, etc. Such expertise may be provided by any 
group or person with specialized education, knowledge, skill, experience, or training. 

Export credit Loans or guarantees for the purpose of trade and which are not represented by a negotiable 
instrument. They may be extended by the official or the private sector. If extended by the private 
sector, they may be supported by official guarantees. 

Exposure Characterizes the presence of people, society, livelihoods, ecosystem, environment, resources, 
infrastructure, economic or cultural assets that could be adversely affected by hazards. In the 
context of a spatially and temporally varying hazard, exposure can be seen as the extent to which 
a unit of assessment falls within the geographical range of a hazard event. 

False negative 

 

A result which wrongly indicates that a particular condition or attribute is absent. For UNCCD 
reporting, a false negative occurs when the One-Out All-Out process has incorrectly resulted in an 
area being identified as degraded in the context of SDG indicator 15.3.1.  

See also ‘False positive’ 

False positive 

 

A result which wrongly indicates that a particular condition or attribute is present. For UNCCD 
reporting, a false positive occurs when the One-Out All-Out process has incorrectly indicated that 
an area is not degraded even though the change in land condition is considered sufficiently 
negative to qualify as degraded in the context of SDG indicator 15.3.1. See also “False negative” 

Field survey Collection and gathering of information at the local level by conducting primary surveys through 
observation, sketching, measurement, interviews, etc. 

Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) 

Private foreign direct investment financial transactions (flows) comprise mainly three types of 
financing from the private sector: (i) acquisition or disposal of equity capital; (ii) reinvestment of 
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earnings which are not distributed as dividends; and (iii) inter-company debt (payables and 
receivables, loans, debt securities). Direct investment comprises financing by an entity resident 
in a reporting country which has the objective of obtaining or retaining a lasting interest in an 
entity resident in a developing country. 

Financial 
instrument 

Within the flow categories (see Type of flow) are numerous financial instruments. Financial 
instruments are categorised as grants, debt instruments (concessional or non-concessional 
loans, reimbursable grants, bonds and asset-backed securities), equities and shares in collective 
investment vehicles, insurances. The financial instrument classification also includes 
instruments that do not necessarily generate a flow (i.e. contingent liabilities) such as 
guarantees. 

Financial resources Financial transaction or financial flow from a provider to a recipient for activities, a projects, 
technical assistance or investments supporting the objectives of the Convention. Provider and 
recipients can be, as relevant to the different indicators, public of private entities, and located or 
operating in the provider country, the recipient country or a third country. 

Forest plantation 
management 

Plantation forests comprise even-aged monocultures and are established primarily for wood and 
fibre production. They are usually intensively managed and have relatively high growth rates and 
productivity. 

Fraction of 
photosynthetically 

active radiation 
absorbed by 

vegetation (FAPAR) 

The fraction of absorbed photosynthetically active radiation (FAPAR) is an important biophysical 
variable, and is widely used in satellite-based production efficiency models to estimate gross 
primary production or net primary production. FAPAR is the fraction of the incoming solar 
radiation in the Photosynthetically Active Radiation spectral region (400-700nm) that is 
absorbed by a photosynthetic organism, typically describing the light absorption across an 
integrated plant canopy. 

Gain (monitored) 

 

 

 

In the context of LDN, an increase in land-based natural capital for a specific area of land (e.g., 
land unit), over a specified timeframe, measured as significant increase in soil organic carbon or 
net primary productivity, or a positive land cover change (as defined by a country, within agreed 
guidelines), where there is no significant negative change in any of these three 
indicators/metrics (Or decline in any supplementary metric chosen by the country to be applied 
in the One-Out All-Out approach for combining the indicators to evaluate LDN). See also loss 
(monitored).  

GDP per capita 
(constant 2010 US 

dollars) 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the economic component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI).  

GDP per capita is gross domestic product (GDP) divided by midyear population. GDP is the sum 
of gross value added by all resident producers in the economy plus any product taxes and minus 
any subsidies not included in the value of the products. It is calculated without making 
deductions for depreciation of fabricated assets or for depletion and degradation of natural 
resources. Data are in constant 2010 U.S. dollars. This is a proxy for the average standard of 
living of residents in a country or area. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Gender Refers to the social attributes and opportunities associated with being male and female, and the 
relationships between women and men, and girls and boys, as well as the relations between 
women and those between men. These attributes, opportunities and relationships are socially 
constructed and are learned through socialization processes. They are context/time specific and 
changeable. Gender is part of the broader sociocultural context. 

Gender equality 
(Equality between 
women and men) 

 

Gender equality refers to the equal rights, responsibilities and opportunities of women and men 
and girls and boys.  

For the purpose of SO5 reporting, the “gender equality” parameter aims at collecting information 
on both the relevance of gender equality and mainstreaming in the reported activity, and the 
gender-related outcomes of the activity. The Gender policy marker included in the OECD DAC 
CRS allows for the identification of activities targeted to the policy objective. For further 
information on the scoring system, see 
https://one.oecd.org/document/DCD/DAC/STAT(2020)44/ADD2/FINAL/en/pdf, pg.48. 
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Gini Index 

 

The Gini index measures the extent to which the distribution of income (or, in some cases, 
consumption expenditure) among individuals or households within an economy deviates from a 
perfectly equal distribution. The Gini index measures the area between the Lorenz curve and the 
hypothetical line of absolute equality, expressed as a percentage of the maximum area under 
the line. A Gini index of zero represents perfect equality and 100, perfect inequality. 

Good practice(s) 

 

Measures, methods or activities that match a specific objective or are suitable for a specific 
natural and human environment. 

See also ‘Practice’ and ‘Best practices’. 

Government 
effectiveness 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the social component of the Drought Vulnerability 
Index (DVI).  

It captures perceptions of the quality of public services, the quality of the civil service and the 
degree of its independence from political pressures, the quality of policy formulation and 
implementation, and the credibility of the government’s commitment to such policies. As such, it 
is one of the proxies to assess a country’s ability to cope with drought events. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Government 
expenditure 

Government expenditures refers to the resources used by governments for implementing the 
broad array of government objectives and delegated mandates, from the uniquely publicly-
provided services, such as justice or voting logistics, to paying for wages of civil servants and 
transportation infrastructure, among many other government activities. General government 
expenditures provide an indication for the government size as they finance, for example, the 
costs of policing, occupational licensing, business registration, the provision of public 
transportation, health care, pensions, unemployment benefits, environmental protection, etc. 

Government 
Finance Statistics 
(GFS) database 

The Government Finance Statistics (GFS) database from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
contains fiscal data for all reporting countries. It includes detailed data on revenues, 
expenditures, transactions in financial assets and liabilities, and balance sheet data and 
includes data for the general government sector and its subsectors (e.g., central government, 
local government, state government and social security funds). This site also includes preset 
presentations of GFS data by country and by indicators, as well as provides the option to 
download data with customized queries. 

GFS data are compiled by country authorities and reported to the IMF Statistics Department 
annually. In addition, sub annual (monthly or quarterly) fiscal data can be found in the 
International Finance Statistics datasets. 

Government 
revenue 

Revenue is an increase in net worth resulting from a transaction. For general government units, 
there are four main sources of revenue: taxes and other compulsory transfers imposed by 
government units, property income derived from the ownership of assets, sales of goods and 
services, and voluntary transfers received from other units. Tax revenue, which forms the 
dominant share of revenue for many government units, is composed of compulsory transfers to 
the general government sector.  

Grant  Financial transfers made in cash, goods or services where no repayment is required.  

Grassland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class includes any geographic areas 
dominated by a vegetative cover of 15% or more, it includes natural shrubs life forms, 
herbaceous plants (e.g. Forbs and Graminoids, grasslands, prairies, steppes and savannahs) or 
a combination of them, irrespective of different human and/or animal activities, such as: 
grazing, selective re-management etc; or consist of life forms of Lichens/Mosses. A separate 
cover condition exists for Lichens/Mosses that can be only applied if this life form contributes at 
least 25% to the total vegetative cover. Trees can be present in scattered form if their cover is 
less than 15%. This class also includes mosaic natural vegetation of herbaceous (>50%) and 
shrub or trees (<50%). This class also includes any geographic areas were the cover of natural 
vegetation is between 2% and 15% (sparse): i)natural shrubs cover open to closed (>15%); or ii) 
natural herbaceous plants cover open to closed (>15%); or iii) sparse natural vegetation 
(herbaceous, shrubs and trees) (< 15%). 

Green Climate At UNFCCC COP 16 in Cancun in 2010, Governments established a Green Climate Fund as an 
operating entity of the financial mechanism of the Convention under Article 11. The GCF will 
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Fund (GCF) support projects, programmes, policies and other activities in developing country Parties. The 
Fund will be governed by the GCF Board.  

Greenness The degree to which vegetation absorbs photosynthetically active radiation. It is usually 
quantified using the Normalised Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) or the Enhanced Vegetation 
Index (EVI). 

Groundwater Water in soil beneath the soil surface, usually under conditions where the pressure in the water 
is greater than the atmospheric pressure, and the soil voids are substantially filled with the 
water.  

Groundwater 
management 

Involves securing the recharge of groundwater reserves and protecting them from pollution, over-
exploitation/ overuse, and rising groundwater levels that would otherwise lead to salinization. 

Growing season 
metrics 

Phenological variables that can be extracted from a temporal curve, produced from the 
application of a vegetation index to image data. These metrics are the basis for diverse research 
and monitoring applications, including climate change studies. 

Guarantees Guarantees refer to legally binding agreements under which the guarantor agrees to pay part or 
the entire amount due on a loan, equity or other instrument in the event of nonpayment by the 
obligor or loss of value in case of investment. The term guarantee refers to both guarantee and 
insurance scheme.  

Hazard A possible, future occurrence of natural or human-induced physical event that may have adverse 
effects on vulnerable and exposed elements.  

Home gardens 

 

Also called backyard or kitchen gardens, home gardens are a traditional multifunctional farming 
system applied on a small area of land around the family home. They have the potential to 
supply most of the non-staple foods (including vegetables, fruits, herbs, animals, and fish). They 
also provide a space for recreation, leisure, and relaxation. 

Hotspots A term used to describe an area which is experiencing the most evident and dramatic change. 
Hotspots are highly vulnerable to degradation in the absence of urgent remediation activities. 

See also ‘Brightspots’ 

Impacts The positive and negative primary and secondary long-term effects—both intended and 
unintended—produced directly or indirectly by an intervention. 

Improved drinking 
water source 

Improved drinking water sources are those which by nature of their design and construction 
have the potential to deliver safe water. Improved sources include: piped water, boreholes or 
tubewells, protected dug wells, protected springs, rainwater, and packaged or delivered water. 

Improved 
ground/vegetation 

cover 

Any measure that aims to improve the ground cover, be it by dead material/ mulch or vegetation 

Improved plant 
varieties, animal 

breeds 

Refers to the development of new plant varieties or animal breeds that offer benefits such as 
improved production, resistance to pests and diseases, or drought tolerance, in response to 
changing environmental conditions and land users’ needs. 

Incentive (s) A tangible or intangible reward, financial or non-financial, meant to encourage a person or group 
to behave in a certain way, to do certain things, or to achieve certain goals. 

In the context of the UNCCD implementation, incentives may be aimed, for example, at 
facilitating the use of innovative technologies and best practices for SLM. Typical class of 
incentives may include: 
- Policy or regulatory incentives (for example, relating to market requirements and regulations, 
import/export, foreign investment, research and development support, etc.). 
- Financial incentives (for example, preferential rates, State aid, subsidies, cash grants, loan 
guarantees, etc.). 
- Fiscal incentives (for example, exemption from or reduction of taxes, duties, fees, etc.). 

Income Income is money that an individual or business receives in exchange for providing a good or 
service or through investing capital.  
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Income inequality Income inequality is the unequal distribution of household or individual income across the 
various participants in an economy. 

Indicators Indicators are variables that reflect a process of interest.  

Infrastructural 
vulnerability factors 

The observable/measured variables available at global and/or country- and sub-national level 
datasets, which are being recommended for use in constructing the infrastructural component of 
the Drought Vulnerability Index. These factors have been used in scientific literature and 
recommended by experts to define infrastructural vulnerability to drought. 

Insurance 

 

The activity of insurance is intended to provide individual institutional units exposed to certain 
risks with financial protection against the consequences of the occurrence of specified events; it 
is also a form of financial intermediation in which funds are collected from policyholders and 
invested in financial or other assets which are held as technical reserves to meet future claims 
arising from the occurrence of the events specified in the insurance policies. 

Integrated crop-
livestock 

management 

Optimizes the uses of crop and livestock resources through interaction and creation of synergies. 

Integrated land use 
planning 

Land use planning that seeks to balance the economic, social and cultural opportunities 
provided by land with the need to maintain and enhance ecosystem services provided by the 
land-based natural capital. It also aims to blend or coordinate management strategies and 
implementation requirements across multiple sectors and jurisdictions.  

Integrated pest and 
disease 

management 

A process to solve pest and disease problems while minimizing risks to people and the 
environment. Any practice that attempts to capitalize on natural processes that reduce pest 
abundance. 

Integrated soil 
fertility 

management 

Aims at managing soil by combining different methods of soil-fertility amendment together with 
soil and water conservation. ISFM is based on three principles: maximizing the use of organic 
sources of fertilizer (e.g. manure and compost application, nitrogen-fixing green manure and 
cover crops); minimizing the loss of nutrients; and judiciously using inorganic fertilizer according 
to needs and economic availability. 

Investment  In finance, investment is putting money into an activity with the expectation of gaining revenue, 
which upon thorough analysis, has a high degree of security of principle, as well as security of 
return, within an expected period of time. 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, investment refers to the use of non-grant instruments 
allocating financial resources, public or private, for projects, programmes and other relevant 
activities related to UNCCD implementation. 

Irrigation 
management 

Aims to achieve higher water use efficiency through more efficient water collection and 
abstraction, water storage, distribution, and water application. 

Land cover Observed (bio) physical cover on the Earth’s surface  

Land cover class Class of land cover  within a broader set of classes defined within a land cover classification 
system. It is specified by the properties of the elements that constitute a particular class. 

See also ‘Classifier, class’, ‘Classification system’, ‘Land Cover’ 

Land Cover Meta 
Language  

Logical general model used to describe land cover features (see feature) from which more 
specific rules can be described to create a particular classification system (see classification 
system). 

Land cover 
transition 

Change in the type of land cover, described by a change in the classification of land cover 
elements. A transition that reduces the biological or economic productivity and complexity of the 
land is considered degradation. 

Land 
Cover/Ecosystem 

Functional Unit 
(LCEU) 

An area with relatively homogenous environmental characteristics that control plant productivity 
potential such as land cover, soil type, climate conditions, elevation etc. This definition is 
consistent with the LCEU described in the UN Statistical Commission’s System of Environmental 
and Economic Accounting (SEEA) Ecosystem accounting units, but here explicitly includes land 
cover and climate conditions as potential inclusions. 
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Land degradation For the purpose of SDG Indicator 15.3.1 reporting, land degradation is defined as the reduction 
or loss of the biological or economic productivity and complexity of rainfed cropland, irrigated 
cropland, or range, pasture, forest and woodlands resulting from a combination of pressures, 
including land use and management practices. 

Land degradation 
neutrality (LDN) 

A state whereby the amount and quality of land resources necessary to support ecosystem 
function and services and enhance food security remain stable or increase within specified 
temporal and spatial scales and ecosystems  

Land management The practices applied in managing land resources  

Land potential The inherent, long-term potential of the land to sustainably generate ecosystem services (UNEP, 
2016), which reflects the capacity and resilience of the land-based natural capital, in the face of 
ongoing environmental change.  

Land productivity 

 

 

 

Land productivity is the biological productive capacity of the land, the source of all the food, fibre 
and fuel that sustains humans. This is most effectively measured in the Land Productivity 
subindicator using satellite EO datasets representing NPP (see Net Primary Productivity). 
Changes in land productivity point to long-term changes in the health and productive capacity of 
the land and reflect the net effects of changes in ecosystem functioning on plant and biomass 
growth. This assessment includes only above-ground productivity and can be applied to all 
natural and anthropogenic terrestrial environments. ISO 19115-1:20146 will guide the 
development of a new international standard. 

Land Productivity 
Dynamics (LPD) 

The term “land productivity dynamics” (LPD) reflects the fact that the primary productivity of a 
stable land system is not a steady state, but often highly variable between different years and 
vegetation growth cycles due to natural variation and/or human intervention. 

Land tenure Land tenure is the relationship, whether legally or customarily defined, among people, as 
individuals or groups, with respect to land and associated natural resources (water, trees, 
minerals, wildlife, etc.). Land tenure is an institution, i.e., rules invented by societies to regulate 
behavior. Rules of tenure define how property rights to land are to be allocated within societies. 
They define how access is granted to rights to use, control, and transfer land, as well as 
associated responsibilities and restraints. In simple terms, land tenure systems determine who 
can use what resources for how long, and under what conditions.  

Land unit The finest-resolution spatial unit. In most cases this will typically be the extent of land occupied 
by an image pixel.   

Land use The arrangements, activities and inputs that people undertake in a certain land cover type to 
maintain it or produce change. 

NOTE This definition of land use establishes a direct link between land cover and the actions of 
people in their environment. Multiple land uses can coexist at the same location (e.g. forestry 
and recreation). This is contrary to the term land cover classes, which are mutually exclusive.  

Land-based natural 
capital 

The natural capital of land resources. This includes the properties of the soil (chemical, physical 
and biological factors), geomorphological, biotic and hydrological features, that interact with 
each other and with climate to determine the quantity and nature of ecosystem services 
provided by the land.  

LDN target (country 
level) 

The specific objective(s) to achieve LDN at national level, adopted voluntarily by a country. The 
ambition of a country with respect to achieving LDN is no net loss of healthy and productive land 
for each land type, compared with the baseline, and thus the LDN target equals the baseline. 
Countries may elect to set a more ambitious LDN target if they envision the possibility that gains 
will exceed losses. In rare circumstances a country may set its LDN target acknowledging and 
justifying that losses may exceed gains if they forecast that some portion of future land 
degradation associated with past decisions/realities is not currently possible to counterbalance.  

Legend Application of a classification in a specific area using a defined mapping scale and specific data 
set. 

See also ‘Classification’ 

Leveraging In the context of the SO5 indicators framework, leveraging is intended as the mechanism of 
mobilization of resources through a range of financial instruments from the private sector, 
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 usually in blended finance schemes.  

Life expectancy at 
birth 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the social component of the Drought Vulnerability 
Index (DVI).  

Life expectancy at birth refers to the number of years a newborn infant would live if prevailing 
patterns of mortality at the time of its birth were to stay the same throughout its life.  This is an 
indication of the health status of a country, where a healthier population would be inherently 
more resilient to drought impacts. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Like for like Refers to the principle of counterbalancing losses in one land type with equivalent (or greater) 
gains in the same land type elsewhere in order to maintain (or exceed) LDN.  

Literacy rate (per 
cent of people 

aged 15 years and 
above) 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the economic component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI).  

The percentage of people aged 15 years and above that can both read and write, with 
understanding, a short simple statement about their everyday life. The literacy rate is described 
as an outcome indicator to evaluate educational attainment, although does not necessarily 
measure the quality of education. It can predict the quality of the labour force and can be used 
as a proxy instrument to measure the effectiveness of education systems. The accumulated 
achievement of education is fundamental for further intellectual growth and social and economic 
development. A high rate of female literacy implies that women can seek and use information for 
the betterment of the health, nutrition and education of their household members and are 
empowered to play a meaningful role.11 A populace with a high literacy rate would be better 
equipped to both cope with drought and implement drought mitigation and adaptation 
strategies. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Livelihood A livelihood comprises the capabilities, assets (including both material and social resources) and 
activities required for a means of living. A livelihood is sustainable when it can cope with and 
recover from stress and shocks and maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets both now 
and in the future, while not undermining the natural resource base.  

Loan Transfers for which repayment is required. 

For further information on the grant element of loans, see “Concessionality” 

Loss (monitored) In the context of LDN, a decline in land-based natural capital for a specific area of land (e.g., 
land unit) over a specified timeframe, measured as significant decline in SOC or NPP, or a 
negative land cover change (as defined by country, within agreed guidelines.  

See also ‘Gain’ 

Mainstreaming 

 

 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, the term is referred to the integration, inclusion and 
consideration of the objective of the UNCCD in project and activities across all sectors, 
domestically and internationally. 

In relation to the use of Rio Marker for desertification, by identifying activities targeting 
desertification as a “principal” or “significant” objective, the marker provides an indication of the 
degree of mainstreaming of environmental considerations into development co-operation 
portfolios. 

Mainstreaming 
gender 

 

This is a globally accepted strategy for promoting gender equality. Mainstreaming is not an end 
in itself but a strategy, an approach, a means to achieve the goal of gender equality. 
Mainstreaming involves ensuring that gender perspectives and attention to the goal of gender 
equality are central to all activities - policy development, research, advocacy/ dialogue, 
legislation, resource allocation, and planning, implementation and monitoring of programmes 
and projects. 

Metadata Information describing the content or utility of a data set. For example, the dates on which data 
were procured are metadata.  
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Metrics Metrics are measures that are used to quantify or assess the state or level of the indicators. 

Mineral soil Every soil that does not meet the definition of organic soil. 

See also “Organic soil” 

Minimal soil 
disturbance 

Refers to no-tillage or low soil disturbance only in small strips and/ or shallow depth and direct 
seeding. 

Multilateral 
contribution, 
Multi-bilateral 
contribution 

The definition of a multilateral contribution is based on two criteria: the multilateral character of 
the recipient institution and the multilateral character of the contribution. 
Provider’s contributions that satisfy both criteria and the following conditions should be recorded 
under the heading "multilateral": 
a) the recipient institution conducts all or part of its activities in favour of development and 
developing countries; and 
b) the recipient institution: 
i) is an international agency, institution or organisation whose members are governments, who 
are represented at the highest decision-taking level by persons acting in an official capacity and 
not as individuals; or  
ii) is a fund managed autonomously by a multilateral agency as defined in i); and 
c) funds are pooled so that they lose their identity and become an integral part of the recipient 
institution’s financial assets. 
Conditions a) and b) define the multilateral character of the agency. Condition c) is a test of the 
multilateral character of the contribution. 

If it is not immediately clear whether funds provided to a multilateral organisation can be 
considered as pooled, determination is made on the basis of the degree of control over the 
disposal of the funds contributed. If, on scrutiny, it is found that the donor country has 
maintained control over its contributions to such an extent that the decisions regarding disposal 
of the funds are on balance taken at the donor’s discretion, the flows concerned should be 
recorded as bilateral (these contributions are often referred to as “multi-bilateral” or 
“earmarked” contributions). 

Multilateral 
Environmental 

Agreements (MEA) 

A multilateral environmental agreement (MEA) is a legally-binding agreement among three or 
more nations which allows them to reach an environmental goal. The agreements, primarily 
produced by the United Nations, cover subjects such as atmospheric polices, freshwater policies, 
hazardous waste and substance policies, the marine environment, nature conservation policies, 
noise pollution and nuclear safety. 

NAP alignment Revision of the NAP taking into account the specific requirements of the UNCCD 2018-2030 
Strategic Framework. 

Natural and semi-
natural forest 
management 

Encompasses administrative, legal, technical, economic, social, and environmental aspects of 
the conservation and use of forests. 

Natural capital The stock of natural resources that provides flows of valuable goods and services.  

Net Primary 
Productivity (NPP) 

 

 

 

The net amount of carbon assimilated after photosynthesis and autotrophic respiration over a 
given period of time (Clark et al. 2001). NPP is measured in mass of carbon per area per unit of 
time (for example kg C/ha/year or g C/m2/day). Remote sensing is the most effective way to 
estimate NPP in fine detail at national scales, but it is not directly measured by EO sensors. NPP 
is estimated from known correlations between the fraction of absorbed photosynthetically active 
radiation (fAPAR) and plant growth vigour and biomass within specific land cover types and 
locations. 

No net loss The condition wherein losses are no greater than gains. In the context of LDN, this refers to the 
condition where land-based natural capital is maintained or enhanced between the time the LDN 
framework is put in place (t0) and a future date when progress is monitored (t1).  

Non-financial 
resources 

In the context of SO 5 reporting, non-financial resources are intended as resources allocated to 
activities related to DLDD,to domestic or international recipients, which do not imply a financial 
transaction. For example, sharing patents and licenses as part of a technology transfer project;  
in-kind contributions though personnel and equipment; capacity building activities (which may 
have a financial component for providers but not for recipients); the transfer of tangible or 
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intangible non-financial assets for actions to implement the Convention. 

Normalized 
Difference 

Vegetation Index 
(NDVI) 

 

The Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) is an indicator of the greenness of the 
biomes. Even though it is not a physical property of the vegetation cover, its very simple 
formulation NDVI = (REF_nir – REF_red)/(REF_nir + REF_red) where REF_nir and REF_red are 
the spectral reflectances measured in the near infrared and red wavebands respectively, makes 
it widely used for ecosystems monitoring. 

OECD DAC CRS Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) Creditor Reporting System (CRS). The OECD DAC’s collection of data on 
resource flows from donors to developing countries.  

To access the database: https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=crs1 

Official 
Development 

Assistance (ODA) 

Grants or loans to developing countries) which are: (a) undertaken by the official sector; (b) with 
promotion of economic development and welfare as the main objective; (c) at concessional 
financial terms (if a loan, having a grant element of at least 25 per cent). In addition to financial 
flows, technical cooperation is included in aid. Grants, loans and credits for military purposes are 
excluded. Transfer payments to private individuals (e.g. pensions, reparations or insurance 
payouts) are in general not counted.  

One-out, all-out 
(1OAO) 

A conservative approach to combining different indicators/metrics to assess status, which 
follows the precautionary principle (adapted from European Communities, 2013). The one-out, 
all-out approach is applied to LDN such that where any of the indicators shows significant 
negative change, it is considered a loss (and conversely, if at least one indicator shows a positive 
trend and none shows a negative trend it is considered a gain).  

Organic soils Organic soils are identified on the basis of criteria 1 and  2, or 1 and 3 listed below: 
1. Thickness of organic horizon ≥10 cm. A horizon of <20 cm must have ≥12% organic carbon 
when mixed to a depth of 20 cm. 
2. Soils that are never saturated with water for more than a few days must contain more than 
20% organic carbon by weight (i.e., about 35% organic matter). 
3. Soils are subject to water saturation episodes and has either:  
a. At least 12% organic carbon by weight (i.e., about 20% organic matter) if the soil has no clay; 
or 
b. At least 18% organic carbon by weight (i.e., about 30% organic matter) if the soil has 60% or 
more clay; or 
c. An intermediate, proportional amount of organic carbon for intermediate amounts of clay.  
All other types of soils are classified as mineral soils.  

Other land For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class includes any geographic area 
dominated by natural abiotic surfaces (bare soil, sand, rocks, etc.) that do not have an artificial 
cover as a result of human activities and where the natural vegetation is absent or almost 
absent (covers less than 2-4%). Included are bare rock areas, sands and deserts. The class also 
includes areas regularly flooded by inland water (lake shores, river banks, salt flats etc.). It 
excludes coastal areas affected by the tidal movement of salt water. It includes beaches, dunes, 
sands and deserts, and bare rock areas. This class includes any geographic area covered by 
perennial snow or glaciers persistently for 10 months or more. 

Other Official Flows 
(OOF) 

Transactions by the official sector with developing countries which do not meet the conditions for 
eligibility as Official Development Assistance, either because they are not primarily aimed at 
development, or because they have a grant element of less than 25 per cent. 

Partnership A collaborative relationship between entities to work toward shared objectives through a 
mutually agreed division of labour. At the country level, this means engaging under government 
leadership with national stakeholders and external partners (including international 
development agencies) in developing, implementing, and monitoring a country’s own 
development strategy. 

Pastoralism, 
pastoral system 

 

The use of domestic animals as a primary means for obtaining resources from habitats (MEA 
2005). The grazing of animals on natural or semi-natural grassland, grassland with trees, and/ 
or open woodlands. Animal owners may have a permanent residence while livestock is moved to 
distant grazing areas, according to the availability of resources. 
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Payment for 
Ecosystem Services 

(PES) 

Payment for ecosystem services (PES) is a type of market-based instrument that is increasingly 
used to finance nature conservation. Payment of ecosystem services programmes allow for the 
translation of the ecosystem services that ecosystems provide for free into financial incentives 
for their conservation, targeted at the local actors who own or manage the natural resources. 
These programmes have been increasingly established across the globe in the last few years. 

Performance 
review and 

assessment of 
implementation 
system (PRAIS) 

Approach to review the performance and implementation of the Convention, its Parties and 
subsidiary bodies. Detailed information on how this is done by the Committee for the Review of 
the Implementation (CRIC) can be gleaned from decision 13/COP.13. PRAIS commonly describes 
the reporting portal used by Parties to upload national reports which, in turn, constitute the basis 
for the review undertaken by the CRIC.  

Pixel A digital image is a two-dimensional array of small areas called pixels, which correspond spatially 
to relatively small terrain areas called ground resolution units.  

Policies Policies are a definite courses or methods of action selected from among alternatives, and in 
light of given conditions to guide and determine present and future decisions.  

Population It refers to the total population inhabiting the given land unit.   

Population aged 
15-64 years (per 

cent of total 
population) 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the social component of the Drought Vulnerability 
Index (DVI).  

The total population between the ages 15 to 64 as a percentage of the total population. It is an 
indication of the impacts different age groups have on the environment and on infrastructure, 
helping in the analysis of resource use and formulation of future policy and planning goals with 
regard to infrastructure and development. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Population below 
the international 
poverty line (per 

cent) 

One of the metrics used to measure indicator SO 2-1 as well as one of the factors recommended 
to estimate the economic component of the Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI).  

The percentage of the population living on less than $1.90 a day at 2011 purchasing power.  

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Population using 
safely managed 
drinking water 

services (per cent) 

The metric used to measure indicator SO 2-2 as well as one of the factors recommended to 
estimate the infrastructural component of the Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI).  

Proportion of population that is using an improved drinking water source that is located on the 
premises, available when needed, and free from faecal and priority chemical contamination.  

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’, ‘Improved drinking water source’ 

Post-harvest 
measures 

Encompasses activities to deliver a crop from harvest to consumption with minimum loss, 
maximum efficiency, and maximum return for all involved – such as drying, storage, cooling, 
cleaning, sorting, and packing. 

Poverty line A line drawn at a particular level of income or at a particular value of consumption. Households 
whose incomes fall below the level of the poverty line or whose consumption level is valued at 
less than the value of the poverty line are classified as poor. Households with incomes or 
consumption levels valued above this line are described as the non-poor. The international 
poverty line is currently set at USD 1.90 a day. 

Practice Any measure, method or activity.  

See also ‘Good practices’ and ‘Best practices’ 

Precipitation The liquid or solid product of the condensation or sublimation of water vapour falling from clouds 
or deposited from air on to the ground.  

Prevention Activities and measures to minimize existing and new disaster risks. 

Private resources Private transactions are those undertaken by firms and individuals resident in the reporting 
country from their own private funds.  
Private resources comprise both international and domestic transactions on:  

1. private long-term capital transactions made by residents of reporting countries 



18  

Term/concept Definition 

2. grants by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and other private sources based in 
reporting countries; 

3. amounts mobilised from the private sector by provider countries’ official development 
finance interventions: for methodological details in the OECD DAC CRS, see Annex 6, 
https://one.oecd.org/document/DCD/DAC/STAT(2020)44/ADD1/FINAL/en/pdf 

Productivity index The algorithm used to estimate land productivity levels from image data.   

Progress indicator An indicator used to track progress towards the strategic objectives formulated in the 
UNCCD2018-2030 Strategic Framework.  

Proxy Indirect and approximate measure in the unavailability of a direct measure based on a specific 
indicator. 

Public resources Public, or official, transactions are those undertaken by central, state or local government 
agencies at their own risk and responsibility, regardless of whether these agencies have raised 
the funds through taxation or through borrowing from the private sector. This includes 
transactions by public corporations i.e. corporations over which the government secures control 
by owning more than half of the voting equity securities or otherwise controlling more than half 
of the equity holders’ voting power; or through special legislation empowering the government to 
determine corporate policy or to appoint directors. 

Raster data 

 

Data that are described by a cell grid, one value per cell. The cells are arrayed in a row and 
column pattern to provide “wall to wall” coverage of a study region. Cell values are used to 
represent the type or quality of mapped variables, typically those that may change across a 
region e.g., elevation, mean temperature, slope, average rainfall, or soil moisture.    

Red List Index (RLI) 

 

The Red List Index (RLI) is a measure of change in aggregate extinction risk across groups of 
species. It is based on genuine changes in the number of species in each category of extinction 
risk on The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened 
Species. 

Reference period The standard climate normal period used to standardize precipitation data to derive the 
Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI). Current WMO guidelines define 1981-2010 as the 
standard climate normal period.  

Reforestation Planting of forests on lands that have previously contained forests but that have been converted 
to some other use.  

Refugee population  One of the factors recommended to estimate the economic component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI). 

The population of people recognized as refugees under the following criteria: the 1951 
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees or its 1967 Protocol; the 1969 Organization of 
African Unity Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa; in 
accordance with the UNHCR statute; and those granted refugee-like humanitarian status or 
people provided temporary protection. Country of asylum is the country where an asylum claim 
was filed and granted. Refugee populations are more likely to be exposed to natural hazards 
(living in makeshift dwellings, etc.) and less capable of coping with disasters. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Regional Action 
Programme (RAP) 

Regional Action Programmes promote and strengthen technical cooperation networks to 
harmonize, complement and increase the efficiency of national action programmes.The purpose 
of regional action programmes is to identify the factors contributing to desertification and 
practical measures necessary to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought at 
regional level. These programmes may include agreed joint programmes for the sustainable 
management of transboundary natural resources, scientific and technical cooperation, and 
strengthening of relevant institutions to harmonize, complement and increase the efficiency of 
national action programmes. 

Regional 
coordination 

mechanism (RCM) 

Mechanism that facilitates cooperation among affected country Parties within the regions and 
enhance synergies among the relevant institutions, programmes and mechanisms of the United 
Nations System, multilateral development banks, bilateral donors and other regional and 
subregional actors and mechanisms in order to facilitate regional and subregional action 
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 programmes and, where appropriate, provide technical assistance to the national action 
programmes. The RCM could include, inter alia, regional committees, TPNs and regional 
coordination units (RCUs). 

Regional 
implementation 
annexes (RIAs) 

The implementation of the UNCCD is geared around five regional implementation 
annexes: Annex 1 for Africa, Annex 2 for Asia, Annex 3 for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Annex 4 for Northern Mediterranean and Annex 5 for Central and Eastern Europe. These 
annexes are meant to set out the focus and content of action programmes for particular 
subregions and regions. They also provide a framework for regional coordination and 
collaboration. 

Rehabilitation Actions undertaken with the aim of reinstating ecosystem functionality, where the focus is on 
provision of goods and services rather than restoration.   

Remittances Remittances refers to personal transfers (i.e. all current transfers in cash or in kind made or 
received by resident households to or from other non-resident households), plus net 
compensation of employees of non-resident persons and capital transfers between households. 
The term “total remittances” also includes social benefits directly to households from other 
institutional sectors, namely corporations, government and non-profit institutions serving 
households. 

Remote sensing Practice of acquiring and using data from satellites and aerial photography to infer or measure 
land cover/use. Remote sensing may be used in combination with ground surveys to check the 
accuracy of interpretation. 

Reporting Entity The sole reporting entities for UNCCD reporting are Parties to the UNCCD that submit official 
reports containing information on the implementation of the Convention and/or the 2018-2030 
Strategic Framework at national level and/or highlighting activities providing support to those 
Parties affected by desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD). 

Reporting period The four-year time period over which the indicators are quantified in each reporting process.  

Reporting process A reporting process covers the period where Parties to the UNCCD initiate the process of 
compiling data and information and submit a national report to the Conference of the Parties 
(COP), and it culminates in the review of information submitted to the COP through the 
intersessional session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention 
(CRIC). The reporting process is normally launched with default data being made available to 
Parties through a dedicated UNCCD reporting platform and ends with the adoption of a final 
report of the intersessional session of the CRIC, containing targeted recommendation to the COP 
to enhance the implementation of the Convention.  

Reporting unit An aggregation of land units for the purpose of analysis or reporting. Reporting units may be 
aggregated based on administrative boundaries, environmental management areas, large scale 
natural features (e.g. river basins) and other factors relevant for reporting purposes such as 
national parks or other protected areas, statistical areas. 

Resilience The ability of a social or ecological system to absorb disturbances while retaining the same basic 
structure and ways of functioning, the capacity for self-organization and the capacity to adapt to 
stress and change.  

Response 
hierarchy 

The set of prioritized actions/interventions that may be planned and then implemented in 
response to past or anticipated future land degradation.  

Restoration The process of assisting the recovery of an ecosystem that has been degraded. Restoration 
seeks to re-establish the pre-existing ecological structure and function, including biotic integrity  

Results Results are the output, outcome, or impact (intended or unintended, positive and negative) of an 
intervention. 

Rio Conventions 
(The) 

The three Rio Conventions — on Biodiversity, Climate Change and Desertification —derive directly 
from the 1992 Earth Summit. Each instrument represents a way of contributing to the 
sustainable development goals of Agenda 21. The three conventions are intrinsically linked, 
operating in the same ecosystems and addressing interdependent issues.  
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Rio marker  Indicators developed by the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) in response to a 
request from the secretariats of the three Rio Conventions to identify aid activities targeting the 
objectives of the three Conventions. 

Rotational crop 
system 

The successive cultivation of different crops in a specified order on the same fields. Helps to 
reduce soil erosion and increases soil fertility and crop yield. 

Rotational grazing Rotational Grazing, also called prescribed or managed grazing, is a management-intensive 
system of raising livestock on subdivided pastures called paddocks. Livestock are regularly 
rotated to fresh paddocks at the right time to prevent overgrazing and optimize grass growth. 

Rural population 
(per cent) 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the social component of the Drought Vulnerability 
Index (DVI). 

The percentage of the total population that live in rural areas, which is calculated by subtracting 
the urban population from the total population.   may have greater income inequities, and 
livelihoods that are more dependent on natural resources, for example, which may make them 
disproportionately vulnerable to drought. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Safely managed 
drinking water 

source(s) 

An improved drinking water source which is located on premises, available when needed, and 
free of fecal and priority chemical contamination.  

See “Improved drinking water sources” 

Satellite 
image/data 

An image of the Earth’s surface made by means of artificial satellites. 

Sex The physical and biological characteristics that distinguish males and females; sex-
disaggregated data is data that is cross-classified by sex, presenting information separately for 
men and women, and boys and girls. 

Social vulnerability 
factors 

The observable/measured variables, available as global and/or country and sub-national 
datasets, which are being proposed in this GPG for use in the construction of the social 
component of the Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI). These factors have been used in scientific 
literature and recommended by experts to define social vulnerability to drought. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Soil Organic Carbon 
(SOC) 

 

 

The amount of carbon stored in soil. SOC is the main component of soil organic matter (SOM). 
The persistence of SOC is seen as an ecosystem property, in that its level reflects the 
biogeochemical functioning of the ecosystem. Often, in several modelling approaches, SOC is 
conceptually divided into sub-pools with fast (Active sub-pool), intermediate (Slow sub-pool), and 
long (Passive sub-pool) turnover times. In observational studies however, ‘short-lived’ SOC can 
persist for long periods in the soil if it is, for instance, physically protected from degradation 
within the soil matrix. Similarly, ‘long-lived’ SOC forms can be rapidly degraded given favourable 
microbial conditions.  

Soil Organic Carbon 
(SOC) stock 

 

The mass of SOC per unit area for a reference soil layer. The reporting standard is SOC stock in 
tonnes of organic carbon per hectare to a depth of 30 cm. Determination of SOC stock requires 
measurements of SOC concentration in soil, corrected for water content, soil bulk density and 
gravel content. 

Soil Organic Matter 
(SOM) 

Organic carbon in mineral and organic soils (including peat) to a specified soil layer chosen by 
the country and applied consistently through the time series. Live fine roots (of less than 2 mm 
diameter) are included with soil organic matter where they cannot be distinguished from it 
empirically.  

Note: The definition here does not explicitly mention soil microfauna and microbes, however, 
these are also included where they cannot be distinguished from the SOM empirically. 

Spatial 
disaggregation 

Spatial disaggregation or downscaling is the process by which information at a coarse spatial 
scale is translated to finer scales while maintaining consistency in the original dataset. 

Spatial resolution For spatial data stored in raster form, it is an indication of the size of a single pixel in ground 
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dimensions. It is usually presented as a single value that represents the length of one side of a 
square. For example, a spatial resolution of 30 metres means that one pixel represents an area 
of 30 metres by 30 metres on the ground. 

Stakeholder An individual, group, or organization, who may affect, be affected by, or perceive itself to be 
affected by a decision, activity, or outcome   

Standardization The process of developing an agreed common method, procedure or system for a specific 
purpose. In the context of LDN, this refers to developing a single agreed methodology for an 
indicator or metric. 

Standardized 
Precipitation Index 

(SPI) 

A drought index widely used to monitor meteorological droughts. It was developed by McKee et 
al. (1993) and is based on long-term precipitation data which is fitted to a probability distribution 
function and then transformed to the normal distribution so that an SPI of zero describes the 
normal precipitation for the given location, month and accumulation period. 

Strategic objectives Higher level objectives defined in the context of the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework to 
guide the actions of all UNCCD stakeholders and partners in the 2018-2030 period. More 
specifically, the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework defines the following strategic 
objectives: 

Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat 
desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land 
degradation neutrality 

Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations  

Strategic objective 3: To mitigate, adapt to, and manage the effects of drought in order to 
enhance resilience of vulnerable populations and ecosystems 

Strategic objective 4: To generate global benefits through effective implementation of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification  

Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective partnerships at 
global and national level. 

Surface water 
management 

Involves the protection of springs, rivers, and lakes from pollution, high water flows (floods), or 
over-abstraction of water. 

Sustainability In the context of development investments, the likelihood that the benefit streams generated by 
an investment continue beyond the phase of initial support. It also includes an assessment of 
the likelihood that actual and anticipated results will be resilient to risks beyond the project’s 
life. 

Sustainable 
consumption and 

production 

Sustainable consumption and production refers to the use of services and related products, 
which respond to basic needs and bring a better quality of life while minimizing the use of 
natural resources and toxic materials as well as the emissions of waste and pollutants over the 
life cycle of the service or product so as not to jeopardize the needs of future generations. 

Sustainable 
Development Goals 

(SDG) 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development — adopted by world leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN 
Summit — officially came into force. Over the next fifteen years, with these new Goals that 
universally apply to all, countries will mobilize efforts to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities 
and tackle climate change, while ensuring that no one is left behind. 

Sustainable land 
management (SLM) 

The use of land resources – including soils, water, vegetation, and animals – to produce goods 
and provide services to meet changing human needs, while simultaneously ensuring the long-
term productive potential of these resources and the maintenance of their environmental 
functions.  

System of 
Environmental-

Economic 
Accounting (SEEA) 

The System of Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) is a framework that integrates 
economic and environmental data to provide a more comprehensive and multipurpose view of 
the interrelationships between the economy and the environment and the stocks and changes in 
stocks of environmental assets, as they bring benefits to humanity. It contains the internationally 
agreed standard concepts, definitions, classifications, accounting rules and tables for producing 
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internationally comparable statistics and accounts. The SEEA framework follows a similar 
accounting structure as the System of National Accounts (SNA). 

Target A quantitative value usually referring to international policy objectives. Often, the target has a 
time deadline that should be met. Targets express ‘desired situations’. Targets refer to various 
geographical levels: targets at country level (i.e. national targets) contribute to achieving the 
overall targets set at the global level.  

Taxonomic group A taxon with all its subordinate taxa and their individuals, for example the taxonomic group 
insect consists of all insects and their taxa. 

Technical 
assistance (co-

operation) 

Technical cooperation (grants) include free-standing technical cooperation (grants), which are 
intended to finance the transfer of technical and managerial skills or of technology for the 
purpose of building up general national capacity without reference to any specific investment 
projects; and investment-related technical cooperation (grants), which are provided to 
strengthen the capacity to execute specific investment projects. 

Technical 
backstopping 

Backstopping is used as a technical tool for project and programme consultancy, whereby it 
supports the development and transfer of new evidences and innovations. Based on research 
and practice it provides critical technical advisory support for process development, testing and 
implementation as well as their documentation and evaluation. 

Technology transfer Technology transfer refers to the transfer, acquisition, adaptation and development of 
environmentally sound, economically viable and socially acceptable technologies relevant to 
combating desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought, with a view to contributing to 
the achievement of sustainable development in affected areas.  

The UNCCD recognizes the key role of appropriate technology, knowledge and know-how for the 
implementation of the commitments under the Convention. Thus, it recognizes the importance of 
facilitating through international cooperation the transfer of technology, knowledge and know-
how. It also recognizes the importance of technology transfer as well as scientific research and 
development, information collection and dissemination and financial resources, encouraging 
international cooperation among Parties. 

Temporal 
Resolution 

The precision of a measurement with respect to time. Often there is a trade-off between 
temporal resolution of a measurement and its spatial resolution. 

The Adaption Fund 

 

The Adaptation Fund was established to finance concrete adaptation projects and programmes 
in developing countries that are particularly vulnerable and are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol. The 
Fund is to be financed with a share of proceeds from clean development mechanism (CDM) 
project activities and receive funds from other sources. It is operated by the Adaptation Fund 
Board. 

Tier of Vulnerability 
Assessment (Tier of 

VA) 

A representation of a level of methodological complexity in calculating the Drought Vulnerability 
Index. It is being used in a similar way as was defined in the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories (IPCC, 2006) and approved through Decision 20/CP.7. 

Time series Data which facilitates analysis at more than one time (e.g. Daily, monthly, seasonal or annual 
time scales). The advantage of time series analysis is the increased amount of information that 
is obtainable compared with single date data acquisition. 

Total carbon stock The quantity of carbon in all of the components of ecosystem carbon pools  

Total land area The total surface area of a country excluding the area covered by inland waters such as major 
rivers and lakes 

Total Official 
Support for 
Sustainable 

Development 
(TOSSD) 

Total Official Support for Sustainable Development (TOSSD) is a new international standard for 
measuring the full array of resources in support of the 2030 Agenda. It is designed to monitor all 
official resources flowing into developing countries for their sustainable development, but also 
private resources mobilised through official means.  

Total renewable 
water resources 

per capita 

One of the factors recommended to estimate the infrastructural component of the Drought 
Vulnerability Index (DVI). 

The total annual actual renewable water resources per inhabitant, including surface and 
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groundwater sources for the whole country. This variable does not take into account whether the 
water is easily accessible, or safe, but is indicative of how much water each person in a country 
could have access to at any given time, which may indicate a higher adaptive capacity to 
drought. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 

Tree-covered areas For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class includes any geographic area where 
the vegetative cover is dominant (cover >15%) and consists of a main layer of natural trees with 
a cover between 15% -100%: i) Tree cover closed to open: >15%; ii) Trees cover open : 15-40%; 
and iii)  Tree cover closed: 40-100%;. Other types of plants (shrubs and/or herbs) can be 
present, even with a density higher than trees: Mosaic trees and shrubs (>50%) / herbaceous 
cover (< 50%).  

Type of flow For the purpose of the SO5 indicators framework, the type of flows are categorized by the OECD 
DAC CRS as follows: ODA, OOF, Officially Supported Export Credits, Private Development Finance, 
Private Foreign Direct Investments, other private flows at market terms. 

Type of support For the purpose of the SO5 indicators framework, the type of support refers to the relevance or 
specificity of the resource allocated to the purpose of implementing the Convention.  
Each reported activity, project, programme, measure or investment can be either directly or 
indirectly related to DLDD.  
There isn’t any prescriptive definition of which activities can be considered as being DLDD-
relevant. Similarly, there isn’t any fixed threshold for the categorization as directly or indirectly 
related to DLDD. The reporting Party should explain how is relevance is assessed, and which 
tracking methods and indicators are used. In the OECD DAC CRS, Rio Marker for Desertification 
is included in the data collection. In the default data provided, activities marked with Rio Marker 
for desertification 2 (“principal”) are indicated as “direct”, while activities marked with Rio 
Marker 1 (“significant”) are indicated as “indirect”.  
 

UNCCD Conference 
of Parties (COP) 

 

The COP was established by the Convention as the supreme decision-making body; it comprises 
ratifying governments and regional economic integration organizations, such as the European 
Union.  

UNCCD National 
Action Programmes 

(NAPs) 

National action programmes (NAPs) are the key instruments to implement the Convention. They 
are often supported by action programmes at sub-regional (SRAP) and regional (RAP) levels. The 
NAPs are developed through a participatory approach involving various stakeholders, including 
relevant governmental offices, scientific institutions and local communities. They spell out the 
practical steps and measures to be taken to combat desertification in specific ecosystems. 

Vector data A representation of the world using points, lines and polygons. Vector models are useful for 
storing data that has discrete boundaries, such as country borders, land parcels and streets. 

Vegetation Index A mathematical combination or transformation of spectral bands that accentuates the spectral 
properties of green plants so that they appear distinct from other image features. Such as NDVI, 
EVI or FAPAR. 

Venture 
philanthropy 

A set of activities that includes collection, transport, treatment, and disposal of waste, 
prevention of waste production, and modification and reuse/ recycling of waste. 

Vulnerability Vulnerability refers to conditions determined by physical, social, economic and environmental 
factors or processes, which increase the susceptibility of an individual, a community, assets or 
systems to the impacts of hazards, such as drought. Hence, vulnerability is an inherent property 
of a system that exists independently of the external hazard, i.e. the same level of hazard may 
impose different consequences in different systems (communities, individuals, countries, 
regions) due to the distinct underlying vulnerabilities of the systems. In turn, vulnerability to the 
hazard and its impacts can be altered by the actions of society, such as land and water 
management practices, among others. 

For UNCCD reporting, three components of vulnerability are considered: social vulnerability, 
economic vulnerability and infrastructural vulnerability. 

See also ‘Drought Vulnerability Index (DVI)’ 
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Waste (water) 
management 

A set of activities that includes collection, transport, treatment, and disposal of waste, 
prevention of waste production, and modification and reuse/ recycling of waste. 

Water bodies 

 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class includes any geographic area covered 
by inland water bodies with a water persistence of 12 months per year. In some cases the water 
can be frozen for part of the year (less than 10 months). This class refers to areas that are 
naturally or artificially covered by water, such as lakes and/or rivers. It includes areas that are 
covered by water due to the construction of artefacts such as reservoirs, canals, artificial lakes, 
etc. Without these, the area would not be covered by water. 

The class also includes coastal water bodies composed on the basis of geographical features in 
relation to the sea (lagoons and estuaries). Because the geographic extent of water bodies can 
change, boundaries must be set consistently with this class 7 according to the dominant 
situation during the year and/or across multiple years. It includes: i) Lakes, rivers and streams 
(natural/artificial, standing/flowing, inland/sea); ii) Artificial reservoirs; iii) Coastal lagoons; and 
iv) Estuaries. 

Water harvesting The collection and management of floodwater or rainwater run-off to increase water availability 
for domestic and agricultural use as well as ecosystem sustenance. 

Watershed 

 

A watershed is an area of land that drains all the streams and rainfall to a common outlet such 
as the outflow of a reservoir, mouth of a bay, or any point along a stream channel. The word 
watershed is sometimes used interchangeably with drainage basin or catchment. Ridges and 
hills that separate two watersheds are called the drainage divide. The watershed consists of 
surface water--lakes, streams, reservoirs, and wetlands--and all the underlying ground water. 

Wetland 

 

For the purpose of UNCCD reporting, this land cover class includes any geographic areas that are 
transitional between pure terrestrial and aquatic systems, where the water table is usually at or 
near the surface or the land is covered by shallow water. The vegetative cover is significantly 
influenced by water and dependent on flooding (e.g. marshes, swamps and aquatic beds). The 
class includes any area dominated by trees, shrubs or herbaceous vegetation (cover of 10% or 
more) that is seasonally or permanently flooded with inland fresh water or by salt and/or 
brackish water located in the coastal areas or in the deltas of rivers. It includes coastal 
mangroves.  Flooding must persist for at least 2 months per year to be considered regular (water 
persistence from 2 to 12 months per year). Occasionally-flooded vegetation within a terrestrial 
environment is not included in this class. It includes: i) Inland marshes, ii) Peat bogs, and iii) 
Intertidal flats. 

Wetland protection 
/ management 

Managing wetland typically involves manipulating water levels and vegetation in the wetland, 
and providing an upland buffer. 

 

 


