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Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Thank you, Excellency. Assalamu-alaikum everyone!

| am delivering this statement on behalf of Australia’s Minister for the
Environment and Water, the Hon. Tanya Plibersek, who regrets not being able
to attend today.

Thank you to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for serving as COP16 President and
to the UNCCD Secretariat for all your work.

Australia is transforming our economy to seize the opportunities of the net
zero transformation by 2050.

We are dedicated to securing a nature-positive world by 2030, including by
using nature-based solutions to achieve both environment and climate goals.
Australia is committed to delivering international targets and initiatives that
complement the vital work of the UNCCD to address desertification, land
degradation and drought.

We are prioritising the restoration of degraded ecosystems under the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework; the G20 Global Land
Initiative, established under the G20 Saudi Arabian presidency in 2020; and the
International Drought Resilience Alliance.

We are also focussed on promoting the restoration of degraded lands and
implementing reforms to repair and regenerate nature.

Minister Plibersek hosted the world’s first Global Nature Positive Summit in
Sydney in October.

The Summit was a significant breakthrough in the global movement toward
establishing nature positive economies, driving investment and finding
solutions by bringing together communities, environmentalists, landholders,

investors and businesses to work together with government
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Australia has legislated to establish the world’s first national nature repair
biodiversity market — with robust rules to repair nature and encourage private
sector investment in nature.
o Landholders are already undertaking biodiverse plantings and vegetation
management projects.
Australia recognises the urgency of addressing the climate crisis.
We are making climate change a central pillar of our partnerships with our
Pacific neighbours — to address this threat to livelihoods, security and
wellbeing.
o Australia will contribute $50 million to the Fund for Responding to Loss
and Damage, to assist countries impacted by the climate crisis.
Agriculture accounts for over half of Australia’s land use and the sustainable
management of the landscape is vital for farmers and our people.
Australia is investing through the Climate-Smart Agriculture Program.
o We are supporting farmers to manage emissions, build resilience to
climate change, improve soil health and protect natural capital.
We have also been building our capacity to withstand drought by investing in
programs supporting drought and climate adaptation. Under our new
National Drought Agreement, we promote drought preparedness, risk
management and financial self-reliance.
We have invested in programs to help farmers grow and prepare their
businesses and communities for dry conditions.
o Australia’s Future Drought Fund provides secure, continuous funding for
drought and climate resilience initiatives.
First Nations people are at heart of decision-making for the Australian
Government. Indigenous Peoples have a critical role to play in helping to

address environment challenges.
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e Australia would like to see increased engagement of Indigenous Peoples in the

UNCCD as a priority.

e Thank you / Shukran.
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