Thank you Chair.

The theme of this CoP is of much relevance to Bangladesh which is the World’s 8" most
populated country with very limited land resource. The country has to feed 170 million
people with its 14.8 million hectares of land, meaning one of the lowest per capita availability
of land with even less Net Cropped Area.

While Bangladesh is not typically a water scarce country, in fact, we are often in the headlines
for the opposite reasons, there are regions that have lesser rainfall and are faced with severe
land degradation challenges that are only aggravating with climatic changes. As the population
of the country is projected to grow to 202 million by 2050, SLR may lead to loss of one-third
of the country’s land mass by the same period, meaning even less availability for land for food
production. Thus far, our farmers and the scientific community have done well in producing
the staple for the country which is rice, but the same has been done at the cost of severe land
contamination through excessive use of groundwater and agrochemicals and heavy reliance
on HYV. Due to the fast pace of unregulated development and absence of land zoning laws,
there is detrimental change in land use, be it agricultural, forests, hills or wetlands.

Being an active delta, Bangladesh has the unique challenge to river erosion that every year,
causes no less that 1 million people to lose everything to the rivers.

Although my country has the largest mangrove forest of the world which is also a UNESCO
Heritage Site, it loses 2.6 percent of forest every year, a rate just double the global average of
1.3 percent.

With SLR, salinity in the coastal areas have exceeded critical levels in the past three decades.
Reduced water flow in the 57 trans-boundary rivers due to withdrawal or diversion by upper
riparian countries have led to permanent water logging and reduced flows in the rivers of the
riverine country, further increasing the vulnerabilities of our people.

Evidently, the national constraints have been further exacerbated by global and regional
challenges.

Given these, Bangladesh urges the global community to work together for environmental and
climate justice. As we talk about good practices, we have to address the huge finance gap in
adaptation. Realizing the limits to adaptions, if we are to save the planet and limit temperature
rise by 1.5, there has to more ambitous action plan for mitigation.

While the Rio Declaration has mentioned right to development, the global community should
now seek legal recognition for peoples’ right to environment, food and water and access to
productive lands. The production process should be guided by the principle of due diligence
so that international trade and transboundary movement of agrochemicals can be regulated.
While publci support for access to adequate finance, technology and capacity buildings is
crucial, such support for water intensive industries and agricultural practices should just be
discontinued through enforceable national instruments.



Bangladesh, as a lower riparian country seeks regional cooperation for river basin

management.

We sincerely hope that this CoP will facilitate the process of setting the right political vision at
the global and national level for a land degradation neutral world.

| thank you all.



